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Gerber Racing consolidates at Durbanville, Shongweni 

COLIN Gordon, Racing Manager to the late Chris Gerber, has been tasked with consolidating the  

interests of Gerber Racing and he said on Tuesday: “I have been fielding a number of calls regarding 

the horses on offer and thought it best to share the feedback far and wide.” 

“The Gerber family has retained a handful of horses 

based largely on sentimental reasons, ranging from 

partnerships with Chris’ brother Johnny (some fillies 

they purchased together) to the first horse that won 

following his passing (Banjo On My Knee). 

 

“The other partnership horses which made up a large 

number of his horses in training were subsequently 

taken up by partners. There are still a number of 100% 

owned horses, some of which are untried (12 unraced 

horses) and some of which have raced quite success-

fully (10 winners) and have their whole racing careers 

and in the case of a few fillies their breeding careers 

ahead of them.  

 

“We have a number of lots from the estate of Chris 

Gerber that will be offered on sale at the Central Route 

H-I-T sale on 8 February 2019 (5 of our Cape Based 

horses) and then at the BSA Shongweni Sale on 26 

February 2019 (19 of our Jhb based horses). 

 

“The assumption that we are selling them because 

they aren’t too good is simply not true. With the un-

raced horses we quite frankly don’t know their ability 

and buyers will see based on the raced horses that we 

are offering at Shongweni that there  (to page 2) 
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are some very useful sorts amongst them. The same 

will apply to the unraced horses.” 

 

Central Route Sale 8 February 2019 Durbanville 
 

Lot 32  

Bay Colt Smart Sox by Mambo in Seattle (USA) 

 

“This late developer was unsold at the N2yo Sale. As 

Chris felt he just needed more time being a full brother 

to the stayer Smart Mart, he was bought by Chris and 

sent back to the farm. He only went into pre-training 

about a month ago so we really don’t know if he is 

good bad or indifferent at this stage.” 

 

33 Chestnut Colt Blacksage Alley by Flower Alley (USA) 

  

“This is a strapping 500kg plus colt. He did go into a 

trainer’s yard but given his size hasn’t been pressed 

yet. His half sister Bize by Mambo in Seattle won im-

pressively on debut. The horse that ran 4th there com-

ing out to win by 13 lengths.” 

 

34 Bay Filly Twice Over (GB) Unnamed-Mousike  

 

“Chris has desperately tried to get his hands on this 

family (Winter Solstice, Bravura), so we went to the 

Klawervlei Farm sale to buy 1 horse and were pleased 

to get Normandy stud’s  16’ Mousike. From the sale 

we sent her straight to Moutonshoek and similarly she 

has just recently gone into pre-training.” 

36 Bay Filly Freshet by Silvano (GER)  

 

“Chris bought the Silvano filly Freshet from our 2yo 

offering at the N2yoSale. Like many of the Silvano’s 

she simply needed time and so from the sale she 

went back to the farm. Like the others she has only 

been in for pre training and hasn’t been in a trainer’s 

yard yet.” 

 

38 Bay Filly We Like by Mambo in Seattle (USA) 

 

“Well I’m sure everyone can work out why Chris want-

ed this filly! It’s the Al Mufti cross with Mambo in Seat-

tle. On top of that As you Like had raced so well for 

Chris in his silks so he was always planning to race 

this filly! So far just pre-training with no trainer having 

tested/tried her. 

 

“I will be sending out a similar update for the BSA 

Shongweni Sale taking place on 26 February 2019 

where we have 19 lots including exciting raced pro-

spects like Bize, Factor Fifty, Circle of Latitude, 

Noceur, Drop Kick amongst the offerings.”  - tt. 

@turftalk1 

http://www.twitter.com/turftalk1


3 

 

http://centralroute.co.za/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/HITMIXED8FEB.pdf


4 

 

Vaal: It’s all in the structure 

THERE are several short-priced favourites at today’s 

Vaal meeting and a few others right on top of them: 

With odds as cramped as these it seems as if the  

exotics are winnable with small outlays, adding just two 

or three runners to each leg. It’s all in the structure, 

however, where to go light and where to cover because 

there is bound to be an 8-1 to 10-1 shot in the Pick 6 

mix somewhere. Good luck. Value in Red. 

Vaal Selections 

Race 1: (4) Chief Of State (3) Saint Michael (1) Henry 

James (2) Censorious  

Race 2: (3) Cosmic Mist (2) Captain’s Love (1) Without 

Limits (8) Bursa 

Race 3: (1) Tambalang (3) Spring Poetry (2) Azkur (5) 

Waity Kaity 

Race 4: (1) Wild Thoughts (10) Pigeon Post (7) Sea 

Like Glass (2) Ex’s N Oh’s 

Race 5: (3) Vi Va Pi Pa (2) Tammany Hall (8) Elusive 

Butterfly (1) High Seas Beauty 

Race 6: (3) Master and Man (5) Africa’s Gold (4) Two Of 

Us (2) Hands Of Man 

Race 7: (1) Warrior’s Rest (7) Greener Pastures (4) 

Victor Forth (6) Copenhagen 

Race 8: (4) Mademoiselle (3) Ulla (2) Operetta (6) Elbi 

Khaya Stables Diadem Stakes has a rich history 

LONGSTANDING Gr1 winning international  

owners Khaya Stables are once again the proud 

sponsor of the Gr2 Diadem Stakes which will be 

run over the Kenilworth 1200m straight track on 

Saturday 23 February.   
 

The race meeting will bring the curtain down on the 

most exciting Cape Summer Season in recent history. 

The Diadem boasts a proud history spanning 45 years 

and has been won by some of the great horses to 

grace our tracks. 

 

A lightning fast son of Royal Affair, Lancaster won the 

inaugural Diadem in 1974 and the honour roll is lit-

tered with champions.  

 

One of the most dominant names on the honour roll is 

that of now retired trainer Charles Laird. The former 

handicapper, best remembered as the man who guid-

ed the star and top sire National Emblem throughout 

his illustrious race career in the 1990’s, virtually 

owned the Diadem in the early part of this century. 

 

He won the prestigious sprint with the high-class 

Nhlavini in 2001, 2002, 2005. Laird also trained  

Rebel King who won the race in 2007. The names of 

champion sire Captain Al (2000) and rising star What 

A Winter (2011,2012) also shine brightly in its recent 

history. The Diadem Stakes is run on an established 

popular family raceday that will have visitors enjoying 

the Seafood Village, with various types of seafood 

dishes on offer. it is a day not to be missed.—Racing. 

It’s A Rush. 

OKUKAMA (Genevieve Michel) won the 1998 Diadem. 

http://www.interbet.co.za/
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Godolphin reviews marketing strategies and will cut back 

SENIOR racing figures around the world are bracing themselves for the outcome of a major review of 

marketing spend by Sheikh Mohammed's Godolphin empire that has already resulted in the termina-

tion of at least one famous sponsorship and high-profile redundancies. 

In a development that will shock many given Godol-

phin's enormous racecourse success in 2018, the 

operation – which embraces the sheikh's international 

racing team, the Darley bloodstock wing and racing 

sponsorships activated under the Dubai banner – is 

deep into a process that could have far-reaching con-

sequences. 

 

The Racing Post reported that Andy Wiles, global cor-

porate director for Godolphin and Darley, is leaving the 

organisation, along with marketing director Bobby Brit-

tain and a number of other staff members. 

 

Officials at the Curragh have been told Darley will no 

longer back the Irish Oaks, while the launch of this 

year's Irish Godolphin Stud and Stable Staff Awards 

has been deferred pending a decision on the sponsor-

ship. 

 

Contracts are in place with Newmarket until 2022 to 

cover the Darley July Cup and Dubai Future Champi-

ons Festival, a two-day meeting highlighted by the Dar-

ley Dewhurst Stakes. 

 

However, York is believed to have lost Darley funding 

for the Yorkshire Oaks, while Darley deals in France, 

principally for Deauville Group 1 prizes the Prix Morny 

and Prix Jean Romanet, could be under threat. Race 

sponsorship in Germany is also set to be impacted.  

 

The latest Godolphin developments come two years 

after the world's biggest racing and bloodstock super-

power parted company with its chief executive John 

Ferguson. He was then replaced by Joe Osborne, who 

in March last year reverted to his former role as head 

of the Irish division following the abolishing of the chief 

executive position. 

 

It is unclear why Godolphin is now engaged in another 

review but it seems unlikely to relate to racecourse 

performance given a successful 2018 on the track was 

highlighted by the victory of Masar in the Derby and 

Cross Counter's triumph in the Melbourne Cup.  

 

It was the first time either race had been won by a 

horse whose jockey was wearing the famous Godol-

phin blue. Amy Starkey, regional director of Jockey 

Club Racecourses's east region, said: "His Highness 

Sheikh Mohammed has been a fantastic supporter of 

British racing for more than 30 years.  - Racing Post. 
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CRT MIXED SALE  * FRIDAY 8  

FEBRUARY 2019 AT DURBANVILLE STARTING AT 
2PM. GREAT VALUE, GREAT FUN, SIRE POWER. 

View catalogue on centralroute.co.za 
View catalogue on salesring.co.za 

KILKENNY based racehorse trainer Ellmarie Holden and her stable star Ex Patriot were on hand in Ireland’s Red 

Mills Store to launch this year’s style event. Another idea for local racing marketers: Get our own racing celebs 

to star in mainstream product advertising. Pull a few strings! 

Weir won’t contest charges and faces long ban 
AUSTRALIAN champion trainer Darren Weir, who is 

facing a four-year suspension, will not contest  

charges over banned electronic devices known as 

jiggers that were found in his stables.  
 

His assistant, licensed trainer Jarrod McLean, will fight a 

charge of possessing a jigger and will be allowed to train 

until the outcome of a Racing Appeals and Disciplinary 

Board hearing is held. 

Both trainers spent around 11 hours in a closed 

show cause hearing conducted by Racing Victoria 

stewards, which concluded early on Tuesday  

morning.  

 

Stewards, who told Weir they would be seeking to 

disqualify him for four years, said they would ask 

the RAD Board to hear the case against him as 

soon as possible.  

 

RV said until the RAD Board hearing, which could 

be this week, Weir won't be allowed to enter or race 

any horses as a trainer or owner.   

 

The jiggers were found when stewards and officers 

from Victoria Police's sports integrity unit raided 

Weir's stables at Ballarat and Warrnambool on 

Wednesday last week and arrested the pair.  - tt. 

http://www.morrisvee.co.za/
http://centralroute.co.za/next-crt-sale/
http://salesring.co.za/horses/hit-mixed-sale-feb-2019-catalogue
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The Swinging Sixties! 

RACING scribe Neil Morrice found this photo of Queen  

Elizabeth and her erstwhile racing manager Lord Porchester, 

taken at Newbury Racecourse in the 1960s. Lizzy The Lizard 

was really attractive in her young days, tally-hoh!  

Combining interests, creatively 

FROM Summerhill Stud’s Facebook page, this photo and the 

caption, “the perfect way to combine love for horses with  

gardening.” Finally we know what Mick Goss gets up to in his 

spare time! 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.racingassoction.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.kuda.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/
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