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 Friday 1 February 2019 www.turftalk.co.za  *  editor@turftalk.co.za 

DO It Again was at his best in the Gr1 Queen’s Plate, but arguably ran below that in the Sun Met. (Wayne Marks). 

AUSSIE punters call it a “gut-buster” and New York handicapper, Len Ragozin coined the term, the 

“bounce.” They’re referring to the tendency of some horses to react to a hard race by under-performing 

at their next start. This is a common- sense notion that anybody who has played sport or exercises  

regularly can relate to – feeling muscle sore after a stressful game or tough workout will have an  

impact on your follow up performance. 

Flesh-and-bone comes into play at all levels  

Defining it precisely is more difficult. Front-runners, 

older, unsound horses, fillies/mares or lower level  

battlers are considered most vulnerable to this type of 

performance regression. An unusually good run after a 

layoff or a significantly higher career best rating can 

also portend a decline at the next start, even for  

horses competing in the upper echelons. 

 

According to the “bounce” theory the antidote is  

sufficient rest between races, just as sports coaches 

talk about the importance of recovery periods for their 

players. In horse racing, the decision for spacing  

between runs is at the discretion of the trainer. 

Ragozin advised his training clients that five weeks 

was the ideal gap for dirt horses due to the tiring  

nature of racing on deep surfaces.  

 

Turf races are not quite as demanding due to the slow 

early pace that often applies, so three weeks spacing 

could be adequate for recovery. Of course, horses are 

individuals and it’s up to the trainer to work out which 

ones are robust and can take plenty of  (to page 2) 

http://www.turftalk.co.za
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Capable Doosra is a jockey 

strike at fair value! 
 

WE checked the opening betting after we made our 

selections for Turffontein and found that they do no 

more than reflect the betting— not something we like 

because the bookies generally bet as the general  

population of sheep sees it, and chances are hence 

that 66% of our selections will lose. So the only value 

we could find is Doosra, 5-1 in the Wolf Power, capa-

ble at best and perhaps just in the right race here. He 

is also one of only three rides for Anton Marcus, who 

is not here for nothing and as we see time and again 

it’s uncanny how his rivals seem to make way when 

Anton is near, he is the king of jocks. Let’s open 

shoulders on Doosra, a jockey strike at the right price! 
 

Turffontein Selections: 

 

Race 1: (13) Sir Geoffrey (12) Silver Spectrum (2) 

Liberado (4) Captain Flynt 

Race 2: (12) Miss Sabina (2) Tehuano (1) What A 

Thrill (5) Oceans Pride  

Race 3: (10) Satin Slipper (1) Tuscan Light (2) Tar-

garyen Queen (9) Lady Of Radiance 

Race 4: (1) Noble Secret (5) Wondrous Climber (2) 

Liege (3) Ali Bon Dubai 

Race 5: (3) Arte (2) Sunshine Silk (1) Jet Start (6) 

Gottalottaluv 

Race 6: (3) Doosra (2) Zuaves (9) Greek Fire (4) Puget 

Sound 

Race 7: (5) Storm Destiny (1) Nafaayes (2) Ronnie’s 

Candy (4) Celtic Sea 

Race 8: (1) Hawwaam (4) Barahin (9) Approach Con-

trol (6) Chjimes 

Race 9: (6) Dhabyaan (8) World Mission (2) Big Voice 

Jack (4) Victor Forth 

Race 10: (10) Corrido (4) Zeal and Zest (15) King’s 

Cup (2) Confessional 

TOTE BETS WITH INTERBET ARE   
DIRECTED TO TOTE POOLS   

 
Interbet do not offer the “ open (Tote) bet ” – 100% 
of all Tote bets are directed into the Tote pools. This 
means that (unlike Tote bets placed with bookmak-
ers that lay all or part those bets themselves), the “ 
rake ” from the Tote pools goes directly towards 
running horseracing and paying owners’ stakes.  

FLESH AND BONE (fm p1) 

 

work/racing, whilst other fickle types need to be  

handled more cautiously.  

 

This preamble leads into a “hindsight is perfect science” 

piece about the Met Day meeting. A number of horses 

were coming off big performances in build -up races and 

were duly favoured to win, but instead declined and got 

beat. Punters who anticipated that regression set them-

selves up nicely for a profitable day, whilst those who 

expected history to repeat itself (like this misguided 

scribe,) got singed. 

 

There are so many influences on race outcomes that, 

even in hindsight, we can never be absolutely sure why 

things turned out as they did. Yet, it’s plausible to  

assume that Pacific Trader and Do It Again were gutted 

by their excellent previous efforts and ran below that 

level when beaten favourites in the G1 Flying Champs 

and Met. 

 

There was non-stop trade on Interbet for Pacific Trader, 

backed from 9/2 down to 7/2 in multiples and singles. 

“He was just never travelling like last time,” bemoaned 

jockey Greg Cheyne after they could only manage fourth, 

with Pacific Trader’s speed figure declining from 113 to 

105. No disgrace in that, just a slight dip in ability on the 

day. Conversely, the winner Kasimir, exploded from  

previous best figs of 107 to attain a career best of 112 

and win convincingly. 

 

Do It Again ran sensationally fast to beat off Soqrat in 

the Queens Plate precisely three weeks prior to the Met, 

earning a speed score of 115. This caused Do It Again 

to shorten further from an ante-post opening call of 9/2 

to trade at 17/10 near race-time.  

 

Jockey Fourie reported afterwards that his mount was 

never travelling and had to be repeatedly urged to get 

into the race. Do It Again is a classy animal and closed 

gamely, albeit belatedly, for second, but he too was a bit 

flat and, based on the Met score of 111, also ran some-

what below his previous best.  

 

Neither Pacific Trader nor Do It Again actually ran that 

badly, and there could be alternative explanations for 

their defeats, but proponents of the bounce theory 

would attribute their failures to a subtle physical  

let- down after a recent, exhausting peak showing. 

 

Rainbow Bridge (6/1 – 7/2) was the highest traded 

horse in the Met and was expertly handled by Anton 

Marcus to claim honours. Credit to trainer Sands who 

diligently attended to a slight niggle after the Queens 

Plate and primed the Ideal World gelding to deliver an 

outstanding performance in this prestigious G1. 

 

Punters were on the money with Cirillo (19/10 – 15/10) 

and One World (28/10 – 2/1) in the CTS 1200m and 

1600m contests. Both are high class thoroughbreds 

and paragons of consistency – just the sort of beasts 

worth wagering on with conviction.    (to page 6) 
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Dynasty’s son Horizon is being syndicated for stud 

HORIZON, winning the Gr3 Politician Stakes at Kenilworth. (Wayne Marks). 

HORIZON, the five-year-old Gr3 winner by multiple Gr1 winner 

and Equus Champion stallion Dynasty, has retired to stud at 

David Hepburn-Brown’s Hemel N Aarde Stud, Hermanus. He is 

being syndicated by Vermaak Equine and a number of shares 

have been sold. 

 

Justin Vermaak is excited about Horizon’s prospects and said 

on Friday: “Dynasty and Silvano are the dominant classic  

stallions of South Africa, while breeders are now clamouring to 

get access to their best sons at stud. Horizon is from a Silvano 

mare and thus carries the blood of both, which present  

tremendous opportunities for breeders. 

 

“Horizon himself is a winner of the Politician Stakes (Gr3) 

which is known as the "trial" for the Cape Derby Gr1. He also 

ran third in SAF'S premier three-year old race, the Gr 1 Daily 

News, finishing behind multiple Gr1 winners and subsequently 

exported Edict Of Nantes and Al Sahem. Horizon’s dam Shina 

is by the legendary Lomitas (GER), and she’s a full-sister to 

Silvano, another multiple Equus Champion Sire and an  

international Gr1 winning globe trotting superstar. She is also 

a half sister to Sabiango, another multiple Gr1 winning sire. 

 

Candice Bass-Robinson, who trained Horizon, said: "He had 

the talent to be a Gr1 winning race horse, he showed glimpses 

of his ability in races but ultimately was the type who needed 

gelding to show his best on the track, that was not on the 

cards for him but now the breeders in SA get to benefit by 

mating to a horse with exceptional presence, tons of athletic 

ability and a superstar pedigree.” 

A viewing function will be held at Hemel N Aarde on 22  

February. Mail justin@greenstreetbloodstock.co.za for info. 

mailto:justin@greenstreetbloodstock.co.za
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FLESH AND BONE (fm p2) 

 

Nexus (7/2 – 3/1) and Russet Air (4/1 – 5/2) who 

dead -heated in the finale with Pacific Spirit, were 

others that won at Kenilworth after receiving strong 

support.  

 

Russet Air is a talented sprinter with a nervous dis-

position. He fell over and flipped his startled groom 

into the waves during an outing at Melkbos a few 

weeks ago, then set off on a breezy beach jaunt all 

the way towards Koeberg Power Station before being 

retrieved, none the worse for the unscheduled  

exercise. Maybe, the Atlantic Ocean back massage 

and jog in the sand dunes proved beneficial! 

 

Clouds Unfold provided up and coming stallion, What 

a Winter with his first Gr1 winner, in the Majorca 

Stakes. The real money came for her just before the 

jump as she shortened from 9/1 into half those 

odds. The chestnut filly has brilliant acceleration – 

zipping through the final 600m in 34.7 seconds 

simply proved too quick for Lady In Black (4/1 – 3/1) 

and Front and Centre (5/2 – 16/10) to match. Snow-

dance (4/1 – 3/1) was the second highest traded 

horse of the day but her suspect stamina gave out 

as she caved in to miss the places, after trying to 

dictate a steady tempo from the front. 

 
Favourite backers really suffered at the Vaal on the 24th 

January – only one of them, tepid 3/1 shot Bank Rob-

ber, scored on the eight- race program. The list of  

casualties included Chief of State, Towards the Sun, 

Billy Silver, San Fermin, Empress Valley and My Dream 

Chaser.  

 

Favourites win roughly one in three races so we can cal-

culate the chances of them coming in across a se-

quence of races. In this quite unusual case of a solitary 

top choice arriving from eight races, the chances of that 

happening translate to a mere 2% probability. As experi-

enced horseplayers know, such crazy things can, and 

do, happen in racing.  

 

There is a fine line between having the courage of one’s 

convictions and stubbornly refusing to deal with the re-

ality of escalating losses. Over- confident gamblers can 

relate to unionist, Jimmy Hoffa’s claim, “I have my 

faults, but being wrong isn’t one of them.” Some ration-

al, self- reflection is called for though during bleak 

spells. Unfortunately, reckless punters who chase losses 

and try to get out of trouble punting favourites indiscrim-

inately when results are going against them, would have 

got badly burnt at the Vaal last Thursday.  - tt. 

http://www.bushhillstud.co.za/
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WOLF Power, drew the masses. 

Remembering the 

mighty Wolf Power! 
WOLF Power, who has a Listed race at Turffontein 

named in his honour (the 2019 renewal on Saturday), 

was a spectral presence among his peers, a haunting 

grey horse with quiet composure. The sense of  

unearthliness only grew when he raced, for in a  

matter of strides he would ghost past a field of  

galloping thoroughbreds and be gone. 

Those who saw him perform his feats in the early 1980s – 

when he won 18 races from 1200m to 2000m, broke 

course records, was Horse Of The Year and pulled adoring 

crowds – have a special place in their hearts for the big 

grey. 

 

Wolf Power’s regular jockey Jeff Lloyd was unequivocal in 

his view: “He is still by far the best horse I have ever rid-

den.” And trainer Ricky Maingard echoed that: “He was 

without doubt world class and the best I have had to train.” 

 

Syd Birch, latest in the Birch breeding dynasty, remembers 

Wolf Power’s dam, Pandora as “not the prettiest, and not-

wonderful on the racetrack”.  

She made up for it in the paddock, though, with 

her few foals including SA Derby champ Artistry 

and six-time winner Persian Magic. 

 

Wolf Power’s sire was Flirting Around, the best 

sprinter in Europe in 1975 and bought in France 

by the Birches. Born in 1978, Wolf Power “was 

always a good looker”, said Syd Birch.  

 

“His mother was grey and he was strawberry roan 

at birth, with that tinge of chestnut. He got greyer 

and lighter-coloured with age.” Maingard said: “I 

remember the horse as a foal. I was impressed 

with his galloping in the camp.” 

 

But at the National Yearling Sales the trainer was 

outbid for the roan by fellow conditioner Herman 

Brown sen, who paid R35,000 on behalf of a cli-

ent. But the Birches, Maingard and Wolf Power  

weren’t fated to be apart for long. The colt ran 

four times as a juvenile for Brown, winning once 

and running second in two Grade 2s. Sensing a 

quick profit, the connections offered him for sale. 

 

Birch Brothers took 45% for R100,000, with 

Maingard’s leading client, Denham Rodwell,  

taking 50% and the trainer and bloodstock agent 

Mickey Louw sharing the remaining 5%. He took 

off and won seven Grade 1 titles between 2 and 5 

including the Germiston November Handicap, the 

Queen’s Plate and the Met. 

 

The grey was sold and shipped out after his won-

derful South African exploits. He carved out a very 

respectable stud career in Kentucky – despite 

never getting top-ranked mares.  

 

Standing at Gainesway, he sired 38 stakes win-

ners, including Grade 1 winner Freedom Cry. 

About 400 winners from 18 crops took prize mon-

ey of $25-million. Many of the foals were roans. 

 

When Wolf Power died at 24 in 2002 he was  

buried at Gainesway. A farm spokesman said: “He 

was a true professional on the racecourse and at 

stud. He was a very kind stallion and was looked 

upon as a member of the family here. We will  

remember him well.” He is certainly not forgotten 

in South Africa either.  —Mike Moon/TAB News. 

http://www.morrisvee.co.za/
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A remarkable resemblance 

THE jockey on the wooden rail is Johnny “Red” Pollard, waving 

at fans on the eve of his mount Seabiscuit’s match race with 

War Admiral in 1938. The insert is of Red’s  

apparent lookalike, Sherman Brown, the South African jour-

neyman who is riding in Dubai these days. At first glance we 

thought reincarnation could be at play here, but Red died in 

1981, several years after Sherman was already born, so  

perhaps this is just an uncanny resemblance! 

A clear example of a Newmarket traffic jam. There are even 

designated traffic lights, complete with horse and rider  

silhouettes along some of the horse walks! What a wonderful 

sight to see in the mornings!   - (Discover Newmarket). 

Congestion in racehorse central 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.racingassoction.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.kuda.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/
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