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ANTHONY Delpech, the end of an illustrious career. 

Anthony Delpech retires on doctors’ orders 

JOY TURNS TO SORROW AFTER VISIT THIS WEEK 
FORMER South African champion jockey Anthony Delpech, who was overjoyed after he’d successfully 

ridden a few runners in work at Summerveld last week and hinted at an imminent return to race  

riding, on Thursday made the shock announcement that his riding career had come to an end. He has 

officially retired from the saddle. 

Delpech, who will turn 50 on 10 February, returned to 

the work track after 10 gruelling months of recovery 

resulting from injuries incurred in a fall at Turffontein 

last April. He reported that he’d felt strong, with a 

good grip on the reins last week, but following a visit 

to the doctor, he’s had to change his plans. 

 

He explained: “As I noted last week everything was 

fine, except for a burning sensation in my right leg, but 

my doctor on Tuesday recommended that I never get 

on horseback again. He said the burn in my leg is 

caused by pressure on the spine which will only get 

worse, it will be aggravated and potentially result in 

permanent damage if I push it and force myself to re-

turn to the jockeys’ ranks. 

 

“I tried everything I could, including a strict exercise 

regime and all the medical help I could find, I experi-

mented with everything including oxygen and biokinet-

ics. My physio thought last week that it would be a 

good idea to ride work, it would help the healing pro-

cess but as it turned out it exposed the dangers that 

remain and my doctor believes it will be in my best 

interest not to pursue this any further.  (to p2) 
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Don’t shy away from 

Work Riders meetings 
 
THERE is no reason whatsoever not to get involved at 

Work Riders meetings. The quality of horse is weaker, 

yes, but if you get 100-1 and 50-1 and 33-1 shots 

winning at our normal meetings with their countless 

Lower Division Handicaps, it’s obvious that you’ll have 

a better chance here with more Maiden races, where 

some runners stand out like sore thumbs and should 

win, like Indy Ice, a surprising even-money shot in 

Race 7, he should be deep odds-on, overdue. Surpris-

ing too, is 25-1 about Arctic Party, competitive form in 

an open Race 9 and from a stable running hot at  

present. Try the Work Riders, punters, because you 

get a good run for your money with these guys! Value 

in Red. 

 

Vaal Selections: 

 

Race 1: (8) Saint Michael (5r) Suburst (2) Takatul (10) 

Grindelwald 

Race 2: (17) Just Dance (2) Fujo (4) Catch A Glimpse 

(1) Great Prosperity 

Race 3: (15) Varquera (3) Royal Future (1) Kindavar 

(2) Rock Me Pokey 

Race 4: (1) Tintagel (4) Marshall Foch (5) Tommy 

Tiger (13) Paddy’s Legacy 

Race 5: (14) Latin Opus (1) Gaelable (5) Prix Eclips 

(6) Mahogany Bond 

Race 6: (5) Fact (3) Voodoo (2) Smart Deal (6) Born 

Rich 

Race 7: (4) Indy Ice (5) Flapjack (2) Proposition (7) 

Cardinal One 

Race 8: (4) Shezahotti (1) Midnight In Paris (7) Vida 

Amarosa (5) Jammin Cat 

Race 9: (7) Arctic Party (8) My Elusive (4) Noble Prin-

cess (6) Burundi 

TOTE BETS WITH INTERBET ARE   
DIRECTED TO TOTE POOLS   

 
Interbet do not offer the “ open (Tote) bet ” – 100% 
of all Tote bets are directed into the Tote pools. This 
means that (unlike Tote bets placed with bookmak-
ers that lay all or part those bets themselves), the “ 
rake ” from the Tote pools goes directly towards 
running horseracing and paying owners’ stakes.  

Ok, we’re good,  

thanks for all the mails! 

SO our value bet got rolled on Tuesday, but we  

didn’t forget to tip a R422 Jackpot straight line! 

Stick with us. 

Life savers in the snow 

DELPECH RETIRES (fm p1) 

 
“He said that my neck had healed completely, but that 

my spine was damaged. I’d be putting myself and others 

in danger if I were to ride in races again. I spent 

Wednesday contemplating this and I haven’t spoken to 

many people, it is terrible for me.” 

 

Delpech won Gr1 races all over the world in a distin-

guished career that started in 1982. He won all the ma-

jor races in South Africa at least once, including the  

Durban July four times, and also shot to prominence in 

the mid 2000s due to his association with David  

Ferraris-trained Vengeance Of Rain in Hong Kong and 

Dubai. He holds the South African record for 334 wins 

in a single season. 

 

Delpech won’t be making any decisions about his future 

yet and said: “I have a lot of thinking to do, I need time 

to process what has transpired and I want to get over 

this disappointment.” 

 

He concluded: “I wish to thank the many owners and 

trainers who supported me throughout my career,  

especially Mike de Kock for whom I rode for over the 

last 10 years and Mary Slack the last two years. Thanks 

also to all the racing fans for their support and  

encouragement.”  - tt. 
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Star Vega: Winning debut 

ORATORIO filly Star Vega (23/4) made a smart  

winning debut over 1400m at Scottsville on   

Wednesday under Stuart Randolph.  

 

“It was very satisfying to get this lovely filly into the 

winners box today. Star Vega showed what we 

thought of her by winning emphatically over 1400m 

first time out after a very pleasing barrier trial. Being 

by Oratorio, she will mature into a beautiful filly. Well 

done to Mary Liley & breeder Dr Ian Heyns,” said 

trainer Tony Rivalland, who owns this R250,000 CTS 

Select Yearling Sale buy in partnership with Liley. -  tt. 

Energetic Winx is definitely no“pensioner” 

WINX looked anything but a “pensioner” as she warmed up for her farewell race campaign with an  

exceptional barrier trial at Rosehill Gardens on Tuesday. 

The Chris Waller-trained champion, who is on a 29-

race winning streak, finished third behind Spright and 

Cool Passion in her 1000m heat under a very strong 

hold by Hugh Bowman. 

 

The ominous performance came a few days after Eng-

lish racing identity Matt Chapman labelled Winx a 

“pensioner” after she was crowned the joint winner 

with England’s Cracksman at the 2018 Longines 

World’s Best Racehorse awards in London. 

 

Last spring Chapman caused a stir in Melbourne when 

he criticised the quality of Winx’s opposition during her 

amazing run. 

 

Waller wasn’t fazed by Chapman’s latest dig at the 

seven-year-old mare. 

 

“The last memory I have of Matt Chapman was when 

he got down and kissed my feet after the Cox Plate. He 

likes to stir things up but that’s his job,” Waller said. 

 

“I think he’d be in for a pretty big fight if he went into 

HUGH Bowman and Chris Waller. 

bat against the fans who I think would come out on 

top.” 

 

On Tuesday Winx showed all her champion qualities are 

still there before her first-up run at Randwick in the  

Gr 2 Apollo Stakes (1400m) on Feb 16. “I was very hap-

py with it and I wasn’t surprised to see Hugh so happy, 

too. She’s the ultimate professional who knows when to 

turn it on at race day,” Waller said. –news.com.au 
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Weir scandal: Jockeys have to be involved 

when ‘buzzers’ are used on horses 
AUSTRALIA’s leading trainer Darren Weir's stables near Ballarat and Warrnambool were among several 

properties raided by police yesterday as part of an investigation into allegations relating to the  

corruption of betting results and animal cruelty. 

JOCKEY riding with ‘buzzer”. (Photo from a US case, 

does not pertain to Darren Weir investigation and is 

placed per illustration only. 

Police said they seized four of the taser-like devices, 

known as jiggers (known as “buzzers” in South Africa), 

plus an unregistered firearm and a small amount of co-

caine in the raids. 

 

Weir and two other men licensed by Racing Victoria were 

arrested and questioned yesterday before being re-

leased without charge. 

 

The Herald Sun’s  investigative journalist Andrew Rule 

reported that jiggers were used in training to give a "a 

small but effective shock" to a horse, and this "slightly 

unpleasant experience" can be used to trigger a faster 

performance on race day. 

 

"What we've got here is a Pavlov's dog response," he told 

ABC Radio Melbourne. 

 

"They've taught the horse in training to respond to a 

shock, and the shock makes the horse go fast. 

 

"They'll be doing it in training and then replicating  

something in a race to remind the horse that they might 

get a shock." 

 

He said the trigger could be the pricking of the horse 

with a pin or the slapping of it in a particular spot, or 

even the use of blinkers. 

 

"Of necessity, someone other than the trainer has to be 

in on it," he said. 

"There will have to be a race-day jockey who under-

stands that the horse has been, as they say in the busi-

ness, buzzed up. 

 

"The race-day jockey, using that knowledge, then applies 

a particular behaviour during the race. 

 

"It's not the height of animal cruelty, but … it's a  

terrible look, and it's dishonest."   

 

He said jigger-like devices had been used for about a 

century, and were even used in races at times.  

"There's no evidence to suggest that [the use of  

jiggers] is widespread, said Giles Thompson of Rac-

ing Victoria.—abc.net.au 

http://www.morrisvee.co.za/
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On top of Scottsville paddock 

JAMES Goodman and Sandra De Oliviera’s Kilimanjaro  

Bloodstock sold their first sales-consigned yearling for a lovely 

R225,00 at the CTS Premier Sale in Cape Town last week. 

James took his son Bryan to Scottsville races on Wednesday 

where they sat in the restaurant overlooking the parade ring 

and James was heard humming Johnny Clegg’s hit song, 

“Sitting in the top of Kilimanjaro”. Apparently, he was also 

doing business for Equine Hub.  We’ve never known Mr Good-

man not to enjoy life. 

The Thursday Tjuckles 

WE may or may not have published this cartoon submitted by 

reader Craig Chellan before, but it’s funny enough for another  

placing. 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.racingassoction.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.kuda.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/
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