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ASTRONOMER (IRE) draws clear in the Listowel Handicap over 2400m. 

Promising stayer Astronomer debuts for De Kock in Dubai 

IT doesn’t take a rocket scientist to figure out that Mike de Kock may well have a decent sort on his 

hands in Astronomer (IRE), who makes his debut for the yard in the Jafza Handicap over 2000m on 

turf at Meydan tomorrow night. Olivier Doleuze has been booked to ride him. 

Rated 109, Astronomer is a son of Galileo formerly 

owned by Markus Jooste and the Coolmore crew of 

Messers Magnier, Tabor and Smith, and he’s a four-

time winner from only six starts. 

 

A closer look shows that Astronomer is an out-and-out 

stayer. He made his career debut over 2000m and fin-

ished fourth, followed by four wins on the trot over  

distances from 1700m to 2400m, and ending in 3.5-

length win at Dundalk last September. 

 

Astronomer was beaten into second in the Old Rowley 

Cup over 2400m at Newmarket last October before 

being transferred to De Kock’s Dubai yard. 

 

De Kock replied to our enquiry about Astronomer,  

saying: “He looks like a nice horse, I like his form and 

he has definite potential. 

 

“He had one or two issues we’ve sorted out and we’ll 

be aiming him at the Carnival’s stayers’ features.  He’s 

very fresh, he should run well but whatever happens 

he will improve for this run.” 

 

Light The Lights will go to post in the same race, back 

on turf after an unsuccessful try on dirt, and  (to p 2) 
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2 

 

http://www.capethoroughbredsales.com/


3 

 

ASTRONOMER DUBAI (fm p1) 

is expected to do better. “Light The Lights is well ex-

posed, it’s his third run after a rest and he’s very fit, 

should run well,” De Kock said. -  tt. 

TED Hughes. 

Hughes is new Chairman 

of KZN Breeders 
 

TED Hughes has been named the new KZN Breeders 

Club Chairman after yesterday’s AGM held at the 

Nottingham Road Hotel. 

 

Ted takes over the reins from Bruce Le Roux (Spring 

Valley Stud), who has stepped down to position of 

Vice-Chairman. 

 

Director Warwick Render thanked Bruce Le Roux for 

his tremendous work, effort and ideas over his two 

year tenure as Chairman, as well as the work put in 

by Anton Procter who stepped down as a Director of 

the KZN Breeders Club. 

 

Ted Hughes is passionate about the Thoroughbred 

breed in both racing and breeding, and can usually 

be seen at each KZN race meeting with his wife Ruth 

– each racing horses in their own colours. 

 

Ted owns stallion Golden Sword who stands at Yellow 

Star Stud, a full brother to Gr1 Melbourne Cup win-

ner Rekindling and to Gr1 2nd French placed Sydney 

Opera House.  

 

Ted has a close association with the family that bred 

Golden Sword and he didn’t hesitate when the oppor-

tunity came up to buy the son of High Chapparal, who 

was standing at Summerhill.  - Press Release. 

KLAWERVLEI Stud’s promising young stallion, and for-

mer Equus Champion Sprinter, CAPTAIN OF ALL 

(Captain Al) has made a pleasing start to his stud  

career and the triple G1 winner got off the mark as a 

sire when his daughter What You Are (photo), trained by 

Tobie Spies won at the Vaal on Tuesday. A total  

outcross to both NORTHERN DANCER and MR PRO-

SPECTOR, Captain Of All had yearlings make up to 

R425 000 at the recent Cape Premier Yearling Sale. 
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GOLD Standard, Cape Yearling Sale graduate. 

Cape Yearling Sale  

catalogue is online 
THE catalogue for the 2019 Cape Yearling Sale is now 

online and can be viewed at www.bsa.co.za. 

Set to be held at the lavish Mistico Equestrian Centre 

just outside of Paarl, the Cape Sale will be held this 

year on March 17th and promises once again to be a 

top class affair. 

This sale is one of South Africa’s best value for money thor-

oughbred auctions, and has a tremendous history of produc-

ing outstanding performers –at bargain basement prices. 

 

Recent graded stakes winners sold off this sale include 

Doosra, Elusive Heart, Final Judgement, Green Pepper, Hack 

Green, Princess Peach, and Drakenstein Stud’s exciting 

young stallion and G1 performer Gold Standard, while sub-

sequent G1 Daily News 2000 hero Surcharge was a vendor 

buy-back at the 2016 Cape Sale. 

 

Many of South Africa’s top stallions are represented at 

this year’s auction, with the likes of Duke Of Marma-

lade, Elusive Fort, Gimmethegreenlight, Oratorio, Po-

modoro, Querari, Twice Over, Visionaire and What A 

Winter among the sires with lots on sale. 
 

Other G1 sires represented at this year’s sale include Black 

Minnaloushe, Bold Silvano,  Flower Alley, Greys Inn, Judpot, 

Mambo In Seattle, and Irish Champion Pathfork. 

 

There are also a large number of exciting new sires with 

their first yearlings due to go under the hammer, and they 

include the Dynasty sired Cape Guineas winner Act Of War, 

Tapit’s top class son Coup De Grace (IUSA), Dynasty  

champions Futura and Legislate, Galileo’s blue blooded son 

Flying The Flag (IRE), Galileo’s top class son Global View 

(USA), and the charismatic and popular Triple Crown winner 

Louis The King. 

Among the many attractive lots on offer are – 

 
-a Querari half-brother to the smart Tiger Play 
 
-a Soft Falling Rain colt out of a 3 time win-
ning ½ sister to Met hero Martial Eagle 
 
-a Gimmethegreenlight filly out of a G3 placed 
daughter of Captain Al 
 
-a Pomodoro colt from the family of top class 
filly Storm Destiny 
 
-an Act Of War filly out of G2 winner Checcetti 
 
-a Pomodoro filly out of a five time winning 
half-sister to G1 performer Elusive Silva 
 
-a Gimmethegreenlight filly out of a stakes 
placed daughter of National Assembly 
 
-a Twice Over filly out of a 4 time winning half
-sister to G1 winner Happy Landing 
 
-an Elusive Fort filly out of a stakes winner of 
six 
 
-a What A Winter filly whose dam is a half-
sister to millionaire Trophy Wife 
 
-a What A Winter filly out of the Oaks placed 
Hold My Heart 
 
-a Querari filly out of a full-sister to champion 
Hot Ticket 
 
-a Coup De Grace half-brother to the very 
promising 3yo Senatla 
 
-a What A Winter colt from the family of Snow 
Bride and Lammtarra 
 
-a Flower Alley half-sister to G2 winner Rosier 
 
-a Vercingetorix colt out of a 3 time winning 
daughter of Giant’s Causeway 
 
-a Captain Of All filly out of a stakes placed 
daughter of Var 
 
-a Flying The Flag colt out of a daughter of 
Cape Fillies Guineas winner Igreja 
 
-an Act Of War colt out of stakes placed Sev-
en Grand 
 
-a What A Winter colt from the family of Pock-
et Power and River Jetez 
 
-a Twice Over filly out of a stakes placed win-
ner of six 
 
The 2019 Cape Yearling Sale promises to 
offer something for every buyer and is not to 
be missed!  - BSA. 

http://www.bsa.co.za
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RSPCA calls for action to 

limit horse fatalities 

THE Uk’s RSPCA on Tuesday stressed the need for 

urgent action in racing to tackle the number of  

equine fatalities that last year hit its highest level 

since 2014. 

The charity, which specialises in animal rescue and  

welfare, described the figure of 202 deaths from 93,004 

runners last year, at a rate of 0.22 per cent, as "not  

acceptable". 

 

There were 65 deaths on the Flat in 2018, up from 47 the 

previous year and 137 jump racing fatalities compared to 

120 in 2017. 

 

Among other figures released by the BHA on Monday was 

the five-year average, which offered more encouragement 

in remaining at 0.20 per cent, the lowest on record for a 

statistic less open to variance over a longer time span. 

 

The BHA produced a 67-page report into the six on-course 

fatalities at the Cheltenham Festival in March, containing 

17 recommendations for all of Cheltenham's fixtures and 

across jump racing. 

 

The RSPCA described the report as a "starting point to visit 

the particular concerns of the festival", but feels much 

more needs to be done to reduce the number of fatalities 

in the sport in general. 

 

A statement by the RSPCA read: "The number of 

fatalities are not acceptable and this requires ur-

gent action. 

 

"We await the final composition of the  

industry-wide welfare body together with the  

proposed changes they will consider. 

 

"We see the Cheltenham initiative as a starting 

point to visit the particular concerns of the festival, 

but much more needs to be done in racing overall. 

"The RSPCA will continue to monitor all aspects of 

racehorse welfare and maintain our position as a 

critical observer of the industry, with the sole aim 

of bettering horse welfare wherever possible." 

 

The BHA will be assessing data, including month-

by-month statistics, to discover whether the excep-

tionally dry and hot summer is among the factors 

which impacted the increase in fatalities recorded 

last year. 

 

A BHA spokesman said: "It is clear from all the 

work that the BHA and the sport is undertaking 

right now that we don't accept the current level of 

fatalities. 

 

"Our whole approach is based on reducing the lev-

el of risk for our horses and riders. This is a priority 

for the industry and we must further raise our  

ambitions and build on the progress of the last 20 

years. 

"Working with the RSPCA and World Horse Welfare 

will be an important part of our plans on this vital 

front." 

There is a number of current welfare initiatives 

taking place, including a research project to devel-

op a predictive model for identifying risk factors for 

jump racing, a phased trial using fluorescent  

yellow for hurdles and guard rails and fluorescent 

white for take-off boards in five training grounds 

across Britain and the assembling of a  

cross-industry welfare board to develop the sport's 

wider strategy.   - Jack Haynes/Racing Post. 

http://www.morrisvee.co.za/
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Horsey bling is popular 

THERE are a few budding ‘horse entrepreneurs’ in South Afri-

ca, we know of a few in Cape Town, and here’s an idea from 

viralstyle.com, who must be doing very well selling their horse-

themes necklaces and clothing. This is not intended as an 

advert for them, just an idea for one of our young guns to  

pursue. Many of the worlds leading entrepreneurs propose, 

“Take a good idea and make it better!’ There now.  

Still earning at 16 years of age 

HERE’s 16-year-old gelding See Double You (IRE0, who fin-

ished second over the hurdles at Fairyhouse at the weekend 

and second again at Down Royal yesterday. Owned and 

trained by Roman McNally, he’s a son of  Saddler’s Hall 

(Sadler’s Wells), who sired winners on flat and at the jumps 

before he died covering a mare in 2008. This old guy has 

raced 64 times for 17 wins and 17 places and he’s earned 

the equivalent of  about R1,1-million. His last success came 

just a few months ago in September 2018. 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.racingassoction.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.kuda.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/
https://viralstyle.com/mrirk/cute-necklace-for-horses-lover
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