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   Monday 28 January 2019 www.turftalk.co.za  *  editor@turftalk.co.za 

Greenland and Antarctica unreasonably large compared to Africa. 

Redrawing the map of the world 

Since 1569, we have been deluded by misrepresentation of the 

countries of the world. 

The Mercator Projection was an elaborate stab at a world map, undertaken 

by a Flemish gentleman who must have had a mind like a steel-trap to  

apply his selected criteria and come up – in the middle of the 16th Century 

– with something that still hangs on classroom and office walls well into the 

21st. 

 

The world (Earth) is roughly spherical. It is impossible to unravel its skin – 

like a peeled orange? like a splayed onion? – and come up with something 

flat. So Mr Mercator had a jolly good go and, in this world of digital/virtual, 

nothing has yet replaced it – at least not for normal people. 

 

Surely one of the best presents to a young child or grandchild is still, or 

should be, a globe. Along with a 

ball of string and some blue tac 

to work out real routes and  

relative positions and sizes. 

 

In Cape Town two weeks ago, I 

was ridiculed (nicely) for pulling 

out my ringbound Cape Town 

map book (to find and plan a 

route to an address in Muizen-

berg). I am sorry, but a tiny 

screen/phone doesn’t do the job. 

There is no perspective or even 

comprehension of the journey. 

Being told at the last moment to 

turn blindly left then right by 

Google Maps or Tom Tom or 

whatever is akin to being treated 

like an idiot. 

 

That is unfair, of course, to those 

who simply don’t want to know or 

don’t care how to get from A to B. 

They are merely waiting for  

evolution to the point of being 

“beamed up” (Scotty) i.e. dis-

membered at a molecular level 

before being reassembled at 

one’s destination a split second 

later. Good Luck with that. 

 

In the absence of a globe – 

which doesn’t fit in the average 

briefcase or satchel – we have 

largely relied on Mr Mercator for 

450-years or so. Google Maps 

does. Airline maps do. Amazing. 

 

In his version of our planet, there 

are many distortions – under-

standable ones, but distortions 

nonetheless. Anywhere near to 

the poles is enlarged greatly. 

Antarctica looks massive which it 

isn’t.                           (to page 2) 
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SOUTH AFRICA 

DAVID ALLAN (fm p1) 

 

Perhaps the most arresting comparison is with  

Greenland and the mainland continent of Africa. 

 

Not a lot happens in Greenland, although that’s not 

the point, but on Mr Mercator’s map-on-the-classroom-

wall, that country is about the same size as Africa 

which straddles the equator. 

 

In fact, Greenland is about one fourteenth of the size 

of Africa and would cover (say) Algeria. Ah! The vast 

icebound wasteland – thrilling to visit – isn’t so vast 

after all. Africa is (both vast and thrilling). 

 

Mr Mercator seems to have been influenced by  

political motive (making Europe look a lot bigger than 

it is) as well as his version of science. I wonder if he 

could do us a map now based on thoroughbred  

racehorse production? 

 

The USA would be the biggest thoroughbred country by 

a factor of 2. (A map based on human population 

would have it right up there as well). The USA would 

dwarf Canada (which actually dwarfs the USA) in both 

such categories, out-producing its neighbour by a fac-

tor of 15. Canada produces somewhere between  

Brazil and Argentina, but did give us Northern Dancer 

and Nijinsky. 

 

Australia – which suffers in size in Mercator – would 

come second, but would be tiny on the human scale. 

Their domestic sport and industry largely absorbs their 

huge production. Japan, with its closed shop of so 

many years, also ran on internal forces for decades 

before emerging as the breeder of some of the world’s 

best international animals from a production sitting 

between Ireland (3rd in the world) and Great Britain. 

Argentina and France are in the general area of GB.  

 

All three’s maps would also be sizeable based on hu- 

man population.  

 

Ireland’s map representation would dwarf the UK as 

well as everywhere except the top two but the UK in 

human terms would be about 15 times larger than Ire-

land. The horse truly is colossally important in Ireland, 

achieving that status in a country of relatively few  

human inhabitants. 

 

South Africa was around 8th ranked in  

thoroughbred production, but less now and less 

again soon. 
 

Now please consider that our imaginary map showing 

countries’ sizes in relation to their thoroughbred  

production would actually eliminate dozens of coun-

tries altogether from the world map and reduce many 

others to mere dots. 

 

After last year’s industrial action at SA training centres 

and internationally published woe, some overseas 

commentators (who don’t know enough) likened the 

South African racing and breeding scene to Zimbabwe 

and Kenya. In other words: countries that have slipped 

to dots. South Africa made no discernible response. 

 

Given that this “half full” column, as opposed to the 

other thing, can imagine both the SA national economy 

and the thoroughbred market going positive quite 

quickly as and when they turn – change in smaller 

economies and markets being usually more rapid than 

in sluggish giants – the notion of becoming a dot is 

neither acceptable nor likely.  

 

Focus again, if you will, on the proportional  

relationships between thoroughbred production and 

human population. Ireland is uniquely astonishing and 

cannot be repeated or copied. Australia has a thriving 

sport with a relatively small population, but a very high 

incidence of the Aussie version of the Great British Day 

Out.  

IRELAND 

GREAT BRITAIN 

SOUTH 
AFRICA 
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This beautifully taken pic by Amy Lanigan is the 100% opposite of promoting racing as betting by numbers. 

DAVID ALLAN (cont) 

 

Racing in UK (big population) does very well for spec-

tators in a country with a heck of a lot else going on to 

compete, and its owning population doesn’t fret as 

much about prize money as one might think. After all, 

a massive population of expensive-to-care-for-and 

train-every-day showjumpers and eventers is sus-

tained whilst competing for a rosette and fourpence 

halfpenny at all but the very top. 

 

Yet in France – comparable population – racecourses 

are not well populated in general, and punting from 

the local wine bar terminal is a significant driver, to 

the despair of the authorities. 

 

Just think. Just think what could be achieved in South 

Africa by getting racing’s barb under the skin of more 

people. Marketing the punting aspect clearly does not 

work, and is anyway a recipe for disappointment for the 

uninitiated most of whom don’t think of betting often 

anyway. 

I respectfully refer readers (who have come this far 

reading this, thank you) to this column a couple of 

weeks ago with its talk of Battle Buses and broadening 

the appeal. A totally and completely different approach 

is necessary, built up from scratch by thoroughbred 

professionals and enthusiasts with that sort of ability. 

 

Then – hey – South Africa and GB might become the 

same size on our new map, both pretty big.  - tt. 

Just think what could be achieved in South 

Africa by getting racing’s barb under the skin 

of more people.. 
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SATURDAY was a big payday for Anton Marcus, seen here saluting on Cirillo. (Wayne Marks) 

Anton Marcus got the cash on Sun Met day 

NOT many SA sportsmen earn R900 000 in one day, but that was approximately the earnings of 48 

year-old jockey, Anton Marcus, at the conclusion of the Sun Met meeting at Kenilworth on Saturday. 

One can only surmise what one of SA's sporting leg-

ends, Gary Player, In Cape Town for last week's CTS 

sale and Saturday's big meeting, thought of the payday 

if he cast his mind back to 1959. That was the year he 

won his first major - the British Open - and you be sure 

his winner's purse was paltry compared to what Mar-

cus will bank today. 

 

Former champion, Marcus, has always maintained that 

his major objective in the sport is to capture the big 

races - he was true to his word here on Saturday. 

 

His three successes came in the R5 million CTS 1200 

on the favourite Cirillo, the R5 million CTS 1600 on 

another market leader, One World, and then came the 

cherry on the top with victory on Rainbow Bridge in the 

R5 million Sun Met. 

 

Chris van Niekerk, a director of CTS which staged the 

Cape Premier Yearling Sale last week where the top 

price was R4 million, was understandably overjoyed 

when Marcus scored a decisive victory on his three 

year-old, Cirillo, in the CTS 1200. 

 

Not only did Van Niekerk pocket the healthy first prize 

of R2,5 million, but the Sean Tarry inmate is a son of 

Pomodoro who carried Van Niekerk's colours to victory 

in the 2012 Durban July. 

 

Just 35 minutes later, Marcus made it a red-letter day 

for the connections of One World bringing trainer 

Vaughan Marshall's three year-old home to make 

amends for his defeat when sent off favourite for last 

month's Cape Guineas. 

 

One World is a son of deceased champion sire, Captain 

Al, whose last progeny sold like hot cakes at last 

week's sale at the Cape Town International Convention 

Centre.  - David Mollett. 

MATTHEW Sham of New Turf Carriers (right) presented 

a trophy to Nic Jonsson, owner of Magnificent Seven, 

winner of the New Turf–sponsored  Grade 2 Stayers 

race on Sun Met Day. Jockey Bernard Fayd’Herbe 

brought the Horse Chestnut gelding home with a sus-

tained run, his own third winner of the afternoon, and 

a third for high-riding trainer, Justin Snaith, who  

saddled four winners on the day.  —tt. 
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THE photo says it all: Aldo Domeyer was ecstatic with his win on Clouds Unfold (Wayne Marks). 

Another champion filly for 

Rupert’s Drakenstein Stud 
 

DRAKENSTEIN filly Clouds Unfold gave her sire What 

A Winter a first Grade 1 when she beat Lady in Black 

and handed a first defeat to fellow three-year-old 

Front And Centre in the Majorca stakes at Kenilworth 

Saturday. 

 

Candice Bass-Robinson of course trained both father 

and daughter, and Aldo Domeyer’s mount proved her 

flat third in the Fillies Guineas wasn’t her true form. 

 

“This is one of my most satisfying wins ever,” said 

Bass-Robinson in the post-race interview, chuffed 

with having another champion filly to train for Gaynor 

Rupert following the exploits of Inara. 

 

Domeyer wrote a tribute to Clouds Unfold on  

Facebook: “Man o man. I wonder if you even have 

any idea how you have changed my life. Completely 

unexpected but you've come into my life when I 

needed you the most.  

 

“Prayers get answered when its needed not when it's 

wanted. Patience. Faith and plenty blood sweat and 

tears but it's all worth the while when it leads to  

moments like these.  

 

“It's something I will always cherish. Regardless of 

what I achieve moving forward, you are an absolute 

Gem and I will be forever grateful that God allowed 

our paths to cross. I can't wait to see what the future 

holds.”  - extracts TAB News. 
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COLIN Gordon of Moutonshoek visited Rainbow 

Bridge after his Sun Met win on Sunday and said; 

“Chris Gerber finally found his champion! Huge credit 

to Eric Sands, the master horseman, and Anton  

Marcus the consummate pro! Well done Boss, we did 

it. And little boet  (Johnny Gerber) was there!” 

OWNER Braam Van Huyssteen, celebrating another 

good day at the races, seen here in the company of  

Briannah Finch. Van Huyssteen enjoyed two winners on 

Sun Met Day, including his second successive win in the 

R5-million CTS Mile with Vaughan Marshall-trained One 

World, following on last year’s victory with Undercover 

Agent. He also won the last race with Yvette Venter’s 

Pacific Spirit, both runners owned in partnership, while 

Undercover Agent took fourth in the Sun Met itself and 

Legal Eagle finished well for fifth, indicating that he will 

be a force to be reckoned with again in the  

Johannesburg Autumn Season. 

ON the left, GH Mumm and Sun International’s guest 

Usain Bolt bends down for a photo with fellow sporting 

legend Michael Roberts, inducted recently into the SA 

Hall Of Fame. Like last year, Bolt arrive from the Cape’s 

blue skies by helicopter and was dropped in front of the 

grandstand. In the pic above, two unknown groupies try 

to get busy with the delightful (and obviously  

professional) Miss South Africa, Tamaryn Green, who 

was used to all that and kept her composure. 
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Rowles made a major industry contribution 
BREEDING industry stalwart George Rowles of Ivanhoe Stud has passed away. Rowles had progressed 

through the ranks from a small breeder-owner-trainer to an influential breeder, that of master of a 

large and consistently successful stud, a successful owner, and a man who served the industry in his 

capacity as council member of the Thoroughbred Breeders Association of South Africa, committee 

member of the Natal Owners’ and Trainers’ Association and a steward of the Clairwood Turf Club. 

George had been successful and his Ivanhoe stud was 

long regarded as one of the leading nurseries in the 

country.  At one point he occupied fifth spot on the na-

tional breeders’ log – no mean achievement when one 

considered the calibre of the competition. 

 

Elected to the Council of the Thoroughbred Breeders’ 

Association of South Africa in 1980, one of George 

Rowles’s main platforms on this committee had been 

equal treatment for all. 

 

After completing his schooling, he didn’t immediately 

become involved with horses, electing instead to be-

come a dairy farmer in the Transvaal.  But racing was 

in his blood and it wasn’t long before he acquired two 

mares and that was the start of what is today his 

breeding and racing enterprise. 

 

One of his first acquisitions was the twice successful 

Colchis II mare Sophie, who, when bred to the very 

good sprinter Black Cap, gave George his first winner 

as an owner-trainer when the filly Shanghai, ridden by 

Charlie Barends, opening her winning account as a 

juvenile at Newmarket in 1957.  The filly went on to 

win a further four races the following season.. 

 

George, who has been a colour holder for more than 

30 years, decided to move back to Natal, and in 1959 

bought a tract of land at Waterfall, close to Hillcrest, 

where he had lived ever since.  He soon set about es-

tablishing a training track on the property, a facility 

which boasts a 1100m sand and grass track still in use 

today.  A unique feature of the track is that the rails are 

are irrigation pipes making for easy watering of the 

surfaces. 

 

The stud struck gold with the acquisition of the 

imported English horse Caerdeon, a brother to 

One Thousand Guineas winner Caergwrle, by Ep-

som Derby and Two Thousand Guineas winner 

Crepello out of Caerphilly, a daughter of sprinting 

Abernant with a Timeform rating of 129. 
 

Sabre, a Classic winner of 12 races, was also used as 

one of the resident sires. 

 

He also stood another successful sire in Rocky  

Marriage, whose reach went beyond racing and a few 

years ago, was represented at the highest levels in the 

world and aimed at the Olympics by an Eventing horse 

named Heartbreak Hill with rider Paul Hart. 

 

The KZN Breeders Club recognised George Rowles for 

his outstanding lifetime achievements and contribution 

to the Thoroughbred industry at the KZN Breeders 

Awards in 2014 with the Lifetime Achievement Award, 

presented to him by lifelong friends Robin Scott and 

Bill Lambert. 

 

A memorial service for Rowles will be held at Highbury 

Chapel, in Hillcrest, KZN at 15H00 on Thursday 31 

January 2019. No flowers by request – in lieu thereof, 

the family has suggested that a donation be made to 

the Coastal Horse Care Unit in Cato Ridge, KZN. Info 

from Sally Ann (Rowles) Hyatt - 0836541159.—tt 

http://www.morrisvee.co.za/
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Desormeaux celebrates 6000 

KENT Desormeaux rode his 6000th winner at Santa Anitra 

Park on Sunday, a major achievement for any jockey, yet  

fascinatingly he is over 6,842 winners short of the US record 

held by Russel Blaze (who rode 12,842 career winners and 

retired in 2015). The work rate of American jockeys is quite 

astonishing. 

GAUTENG’s Heversham Park Stud, a regular Turf Talk  

advertiser, celebrated a Gr1 third place from its small first 

crop of runners when Green Street Bloodstock’s R170,000 

purchase Herodotus finished third in Saturday’s G-Bets Cape 

Derby for Glen Kotzen. Above is an unnamed yearling half-

brother to Herodotus (by Global View) who can be viewed at 

the Heversham Park Farm Open Day on Saturday, 23 March. 

Next in line for racetrack success 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.racingassoction.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.kuda.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/
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