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   Friday  25 January 2019 www.turftalk.co.za  *  editor@turftalk.co.za 

DO It Again: May as well stand in his stable and have his  

owners collect the prize! (Pic: Andrew Bon). 

THIS HORSE WILL 

WIN THE SUN MET 
But who will finish second…? 

Let’s not beat 

about the bush! 

THIS ONE COULD WIN THE 

RACE FOR SECOND... 

THE RACE FOR 2ND 
 

THIS IS WHAT THE BETTING  

ODDS FOR SECOND WOULD 

LOOK LIKE 

 

Rainbow Bridge          5/2 

Oh Susanna             33/10 

Head Honcho             11/2 

Legal Eagle                  6/1 

Made To Conquer       7/1 

Undercover Agent       9/1 

Eyes Wide Open         10/1 

Doublemint                14/1 

Kampala Campari      16/1 

Tap O’ Noth                18/1 

Milton                          45/1 

Hat Puntana             100/1 

*This is a market set per 

example only. Betting World 

is NOT offering this market. 

REGULAR readers of this column will 

know that we hate long, thesis-type pre-

views of major races. Our followers are 

not fools. By this time you’ve made up 

your mind about the Sun Met.  

If you haven’t, do it now. Don’t hesitate. Pre-

tend you’re faced with one question to save 

your life and you have to answer it: Who will 

win the Sun Met? The right answer, we  

believe, is Do It Again. No surprises here, but 

also no reason to go into the merits of the 

others, because only one horse can win. And 

that horse is probably Do It Again. The word 

‘probably’ will be our only 

saving grace if he gets 

beat, and we’ll fall flat on 

our face, but that won’t 

the first time and not the 

last time either. Important 

is, take a stance, be confi-

dent, stick by it. On the 

strength of the Durban 

July and the recent 

Queen’s Plate, only one 

horse can win this: Do It 

Again. The rest are not in 

the race. It really is a 

question of how far. One 

expert yesterday reckoned  

this year’s Met will be like 

the ‘Mark Anthony’ Met. 

(He won by 7 in 1988) 

Perhaps. But we’ll be con-

servative and make it 2.5-

lengths, or 2,75-lengths. 

It’s the type of thing book-

ies should be betting on, 

like who will run  (to p2) 

http://www.turftalk.co.za
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DO IT AGAIN WILL WIN (fm p1) 

second? We asked Betting World’s Dean 

Finder to price up a race for second – AND 

DO NOTE THIS IS NOT OFFICIAL BETTING – 

just a guide to suit this article. 

THE BET IS NOT BEING OFFERED, but it 

gives us some idea of what Exactas will be 

paying, and our suggestion is a Quartet 

banker Do It Again to win YOUR FANCY for 

second, Field for third and Field for fourth. 

Our 2nd fancy: Head Honcho. Sun Met 

Quartet Cost: R110.  - tt. 

HORSE Chestnut won the J&B Met by 8 lengths in 1999. The  

closest to that in the last 30 years was Mark Anthony (7 lengths in 

1988) and Yard-Arm (5,50-lengths in 2004).  

SUN Met: Big pools, big payouts! 

Massive Sun Met Pick 6 

holds over 14-million 

possible combinations 

THE 2019 Sun Met is just one sleep away. It’s the biggest 

meeting on the Cape Summer calendar with four G1’s 

and a G2 plus the lucrative CTS incentive races.  

Enticingly, full fields stretch right across the card making 

it especially tempting with around R75 million up for 

grabs on the Tote. When faced with such a challenge, 

should one devote betting capital to the exotics or to 

straight win wagering? 

Both have their advantages and disadvantages. The more 

complex exotics such as Pick 6’s and Quartets are low proba-

bility bets that carry the prospect of a huge score. A couple of 

big hits a season are usually the source of all profits – the rest 

of the time is spent losing. That’s an unfortunate fact of wager-

ing life - whilst chasing that pot of gold at the end of the exotic 

rainbow, long and punishing losing streaks are 

inevitable.  

 

Punters need both plenty of capital and deep 

reserves of mental resilience to deal with re-

peated setbacks whilst waiting for a rare bo-

nanza. Put into perspective – at 20 runners x 

13 x 16 x 20 x 13 x 13 there are 14 060 800 

possible outcomes to the Pick 6 sequence at 

Kenilworth tomorrow, which is why even the 

biggest bettors are forced to lean heavily on 

selected bankers to trim the cost of their 

perms.  A Megapool of R10-million is  

expected. 

 

Straight win bets are much easier to hit, par-

ticularly for a competent handicapper who 

seeks out prime opportunities then bets with 

assurance. To make it really count and gener-

ate meaningful profits over the long term 

though, these straight up bets require either a 

substantial outlay or a high hit rate to make it 

worthwhile. These “grinders” who exploit small 

edges in the win market tend to be patient 

and highly selective, then able to bet with 

great conviction when opportunity knocks. 

 

In reality most punters do a bit of dabbling in 

both directions by splitting their betting capital 

into the straight and exotic pools. That’s prob-

ably the best approach, though quite different 

skills are needed to be successful in each. 

 

 The very best exotic players are highly  

creative handicappers able to grade horses 

into different categories. They then use that 

knowledge to be accomplished bet writers, 

structuring tickets that reflect their opinion in 

a cost- effective manner.  

 

Straight win bettors have it easier.  (to page 4) 
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FOLLOWING THE MONEY (fm p4) 
 
They don’t need to over-complicate matters nor form  

nuanced opinions about every horse in the race or try  

survive an horizontal sequence. They don’t need to brood 

over the wisdom of eliminating a marginal contender from 

their ticket that might wreck the whole bet or of spending 

more on another defensive cover perm. Instead, they simply 

search for horses that stand out over rivals and are also 

going to post at attractive odds. This strategy worked great 

for savvy punters at the Vaal on January 15 and again at the 

Turffontein 19th of January meeting. 

 

Florida Quays (4/1 – 18/10), State Trooper (9/2 – 28/10), 

See You Tyger (10/1 – 7/1), Blossom (15/4 – 2/1) and 

Make Your Move (12/1 – 7/1) provided ripe picking for alert 

horseplayers on the Highveld. At the follow up card, Jet Start 

(10/1 – 7/1) Hands of Man (20/1 – 6/1) and Seventh of 

June (40/1 – 25/1) were others that received sustained 

action and rewarded their supporters. Seventh of June was 

a particularly inspired touch. Maybe it was the soft going, 

stretching out to a longer route or the 4kg’s weight pull with 

claiming appy, Matsunyane that helped the physically sharp 

Starcraft gelding scramble home. 

 

Meanwhile Cape bettors were swinging and missing, more- 

often than not. Thursday and Saturday turned into dark ses-

sions for the “chalk-eaters” – American slang for favourite 

backers. Round the Horn (5/2), Merkaba (11/10), Ancestry 

(18/10), Duchess of Bourbon (highest traded of the day 

from 9/2 – 3/1), Golden Chance (16/10) and Retro Effect 

(7/2) all got cooked. 

 

Punters were licking their wounds over the weekend, as 

well. Twice to Sydney, Je Ne Sais Quoi and Silver Maple got 

beat at odds on to compound difficulties for those who 

plunge on short priced runners - mistakes prove very costly 

at such cramped odds. Even those who prefer middle pins 

got caught out as Procrastination (4’s into 3’s) and Dancing 

Sally (9/2 down to 5/2) failed to get the job completed. 

 

Perhaps the weirdest betting race of all was the seventh at 

Turffontein on the 17th January. Merit rating 66 handicaps 

are notoriously difficult to decipher – sometimes it’s akin 

trying to try work out the least slow amongst a herd of goats. 

Punters were not deterred however, with money coming for 

a number of horses in a lively betting contest.  

 

Exotic players are attuned to races where something daft 

could happen and they usually spread as broadly as possi-

ble to coral those wacky long shots that massively inflate 

dividends. Even those casting a wide net probably over-

looked 100/1 spook, Rabia the Rebel. Admittedly she was 

dropping sharply in class, yet few expected her to saunter in 

by four lengths. Grateful bookies collected the ‘lotski!”  

 

Despite favourites winning the first three legs of the Pick 6, 

a juicy dividend of R353 807. was declared, boosted by Ra-

bia the Rebel and another freaky outsider, Ficticious, in the 

finale. Could a similar scenario unfold on Met Day  

tomorrow? Be right when going short and lucky when playing 

wide – that’s the simple, but elusive prescription for Interbet 

fans pursuing Pick 6 riches!  - tt. 

So much loot on offer, get ready! 
 
YESTERDAY’s Vaal tips were admittedly some of 

the poorest ever committed to print. That’s the 

way it goes sometimes, but as you’ve seen from 

the last six months of tips, we always bounce 

back with outsiders and good value and the Sun 

Met meeting is brimming with betting  

opportunities. With plenty of ‘monkey money’ 

from first-time punters in the pools, this is a true 

candy store we can pick sweeties from, and 

make profit! We were on course when Hard Core 

ran last time, he’s not much to look at but what 

we saw is a horse just about ready to win. Start 

with eachway on him in Race 2, he’s an  

unbelievable 17-1, and go on from there. Get the 

cash! Value in Red. 
 

Kenilworth Selections  
 

Race 1: (2) Gimmetherain (8) Candolim (5) Trojan 

Winter (12) Vendee Globe 

Race 2: (9) Hard Core (12) Kalahari Ninja (7) Win-

ter Strong (6) Temp The Tiger 

Race 3: (2) Emerald Band (1) Double Alliance (7) 

Vandah’s Spirit (6) Miss Honey 

Race 4: (1) Cirillo (2) Van Halen (14) Temple Graf-

in (6) Elusive Trader 

Race 5: (7) Vardy (1) One World (3) Twist Of Fate 

(12) Silvano’s Pride 

Race 6: (9) Dutch Philip (3) Rebel’s Champ (1) 

Bold Respect (5) Kasimir 

Race 7: (1) Thanksgiving (10) Herodotus (3) Bun-

ker Hunt (18) Second Request 

Race 8: (1) Lady In Black (2) Snowdance (12) 

Front And Centre (3) Fresnaye 

Race 9: (7) Do It Again (2) Head Honcho (8) Rain-

bow Bridge (13) Oh Susanna 

Race 10: (4) Strathdon (9) Walter Smoothie (14) 

Cedar Man (10) Magnificent Seven  

Race 11: (6) Saint West (4) Cat Daddy (3) Nexus 

(10) Peter Paul Rubens 

Race 12: (12) Top Of The Class (8) Russet Air (7) 

Goliath Heron (2) What A Winner  

TOTE BETS WITH INTERBET ARE   
DIRECTED TO TOTE POOLS   

 
Interbet do not offer the “ open (Tote) bet ” – 
100% of all Tote bets are directed into the Tote 
pools. This means that (unlike Tote bets placed 
with bookmakers that lay all or part those bets 
themselves), the “ rake ” from the Tote pools 
goes directly towards running horseracing and 
paying owners’ stakes.  

http://www.interbet.co.za/
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TAMMY O’Brien of Tattersalls Ltd, who are sponsoring the Listed Summer Juvenile Stakes on Sun Met Day. 

7questions  
….to Tammy O’Brien 

POSED BY DAVID ALLAN 

WITH the Cape Premier Yearling Sale in its unique city location and glamorous setting behind us, we 

turn our attention to the 250 year old sales company marque that is Tattersalls Ltd. Referred to in a 

recent David Allan column as the Sotheby’s or Christie’s of the thoroughbred, the company occupies 

44 acres of Newmarket to which buyers and specialists from all over the world flock – not only for the 

various sales events but also to experience or catch up with many opportunities to absorb and thrill 

anyone involved with thoroughbred racing and breeding.  

In our “7 Questions” format, David has been in touch 

with Tammy O’Brien of Tattersalls - giving us a rare 

chance to hear from a lady of extraordinary  

experience.  

 

Mrs O’Brien – mostly as Tammy Twomey, another well-

known family name in Ireland – spent twenty years at 

the heart of surely the world’s most impressive and pre

-eminent racing and breeding operation:  

Coolmore. In Racing Management, she was closely 

involved in the development and growth of that world-

conquering racing machine known colloquially as 

“Ballydoyle”. 

  

Mrs O’Brien’s married name is not the O’Brien of the 

current master of Ballydoyle, but the original O’Brien of 

Ballydoyle, the legendary Vincent whose son Charles 

she married. 

  

Now in a different phase in her life, Mrs O’Brien  

occupies a senior marketing position in Tattersalls and 

one can only imagine the strength of her contribution. 

She kindly agreed to be quizzed seven times: 

Q: You yourself must have close connections in a great 

many racing countries, but to how many does  

Tattersalls as a company market its services and how 

many nationalities attend your major sales? 

 

 A: The Tattersalls marketing team travel extensively 

throughout the year, connecting with existing clients as 

well as looking to uncover potential new clients and 

new markets.  In the month of January alone we will 

have had representatives travel to four different conti-

nents consolidating already established relationships 

and trying to generate new associations. We have  

buyers from approximately 50 countries come to  

Tattersalls each year to purchase, both to export as 

well as to buy and keep horses in the UK.  

 

We also have a number of overseas representatives in 

different countries who keep us abreast of racing and 

the market in their part of the World. All this, together 

with our extensive overseas race sponsorships 

schemes which help support racing and breeding in 

other countries, establish long and enduring relation-

ships with clients all over  the world.   (cont on page 6) 
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7 QUESTIONS: TAMMY O’BRIEN (fm p5) 

 

Q: How many sales are there at Tattersalls each year? 

  

A:   There are twelve sales at Tattersalls in Newmarket 

each year as well as eight at  Fairyhouse outside  

Dublin in Ireland catering predominantly to the Nation-

al Hunt audience. We also have six sales 

at Cheltenham and eight at Ascot following our pur-

chase of Brightwells approximately three years ago. 

We have also recently partnered with Goresbridge and 

will hold Europe’s largest breeze up sale there in 

May.   

  

Q:  Is your work and that of your Tattersalls colleagues 

year round or do you operate sale by sale? 

  

A: The full time staff at Tattersalls operate year round. 

For the Marketing team, what are considered 

the ‘quieter’ times give us a chance to travel and pro-

mote sales later in the year while for the bloodstock 

team, yearling inspections start reasonably early in the 

year and with sales from February through to  

December there is rarely too much downtime.  

  

Q:  Do you concentrate your efforts on market-making 

at the highest levels? 

  

A:  Not at all. Whilst the majority of our turnover might 

come from the high priced lots, it is equally important 

to try to find buyers at all levels of the market. When 

someone enters their horse for a Tattersalls sale, they 

do so in the knowledge that we will do what we can to 

ensure there is a buyer there for that horse. We are 

there to work for the vendor and our extensive travel 

to different parts of the world is to attract buyers to 

Tattersalls at all levels of the market. 

  

Q: How does Tattersalls look at South Africa as a 

source of buyers at the moment? 

 

A: South Africa is a continuous and valuable source of 

buyers for us. We historically welcomed significant 

numbers of South African breeders to Newmarket to 

source fillies and mares to export and improve the 

quality of the local bloodstock but we also now see 

that some are investing in Europe and leaving stock 

here to race and breed. The Kieswetter family’s  

Barnane Stud enjoyed a fantastic year in 2018 with 

Urban Fox, who won the Group 1 Pretty Polly Stakes, 

having been purchased at the December Sale in 

2017. Others have successfully purchased yearlings 

for export to South Africa and I hope this will continue. 

  

Q:  Are there incentives that can assist South African 

buyers? 

  

A: Tattersalls operate an Inward Buyer Scheme with 

the BHA and TBA that offers to subsidise the travel 

expenses of buyers to the tune of £650 providing that 

they have purchased a horse for 5,000 guineas or 

more. We are also able to organise transfers to and 

from airports, offer help in booking accommodation 

and facilitate visits to the National Horseracing Muse-

um, local stud farms, the Jockey Club Rooms and other 

local attractions.  

  

Q:  Might we be able to welcome you to South Africa in 

the future? 

  
A:  I spent a hugely enjoyable few days in South Africa 

earlier this month where I was made to feel extremely 

welcome by the people within the industry. As you 

know we support a race sponsorship scheme in  

Kenilworth so I was delighted to be there in person to 

present to the winners of our races. South Africa is an 

important and valuable market for us and we continue 

to support it going forward.    - tt. 

“South Africa is a continuous 

and valuable source of buyers 

for us. We historically wel-

comed significant numbers of 

South African breeders to 

Newmarket…” 
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WINX is rated the world’s joint-best racehorse. 

Winx and Cracksman honoured  

at Longines awards 

WINX, the wonder mare who took her winning sequence 

to 29 races with a record fourth success in the Cox Plate 

last October, was named the Longines world’s best  

racehorse for the first time in her career at a ceremony 

in London on Wednesday. 

She took only a share of the prize, however, as Cracksman, 

John Gosden’s Champion Stakes winner, was rated alongside 

Winx on a mark of 130, with Accelerate, the Breeders’ Cup 

Classic winner, third on the list with a rating of 128. 

 

Winx, recently the recipient of the Secretariat Vox Populi Award 

to determine the world's most popular racehorse among global 

fans, had finished third in the 2016 Longines 

rankings and then second in 2017 at 132, 

while Cracksman was on that occasion a joint-

third at 130.  

 

The latest judgment of their abilities was as 

much a confirmation as a revelation, as the 

two superstars, who not only never crossed 

swords but also experienced vastly different 

campaigns, had been tied at the top when the 

last interim standings for 2018 were pub-

lished in November. 

 

They remained tied on the same figure of 130, 

putting them two pounds clear of Southern 

California-based Breeders' Cup Classic (G1) 

winner Accelerate , who returns to the track in 

the $9 million Pegasus World Cup Invitational 

Stakes this Saturday at Gulfstream Park. – 

The Guardian. 

LATEST SUN MET BETTING 
 

Here are Morris Vee’s latest odds on the 

R5-million Sun Met, 26 January: 

 

1-1 (11-10) (1-1) Do It Again 

35-10 (4-1) (33-10) (9-2) Rainbow Bridge 

7-1 (13-2) (8-1)  (15-2) Oh Susanna 

11-1 (10-1) (11-1) 12-1) Head Honcho 

14-1  (13-1) (14-1) (18-1) Legal Eagle  

14-1 (16-1, 18-1) Made To Conquer 

16-1 (18-1) Undercover Agent 

20-1 (22-1) (33-1) Eyes Wide Open 

20-1 (22-1) (20-1) (55-1) Doublemint  

25-1 (33-1) Kampala Campari  

(40-1) Tap O’Noth 

80-1 Milton 

100-1 Hat Puntano 

 

http://www.morrisvee.co.za/
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BROOKLYN Supreme (April 12, 1928 – September 6, 1948) 

was a red roan Belgian stallion noted for his extreme size. 

Although disputed, the horse may be the world record holder 

for largest (but not tallest) horse and was designated the 

world's heaviest horse.  He stood 19.2 hands (198 cm (6 ft 6 

in) tall and weighed 3,200 lb (1,451 kg) with a girth of 10 ft 2 

in (3.10 m). His horseshoes required 30 in (76 cm) of iron. 

The horse was foaled on the Minneapolis, Minnesota farm of 

Earle Brown, who first exhibited him. Before becoming  

oversized, the stallion "had been Grand Champion of his 

breed in many state fairs". 

He stood almost 2m tall! 

He’s up at dawn, training 

GEORGE Handy (95) began his training career in 1946 and 

still has a barn at Gulfstream Park in Miami, Florida, where 

three runners are stabled.  George served in World War II, 

earning a Purple Heart. Always flashy, always a fan of speed, 

Handy used to drive an orange Mercedes but has moved to a 

red Mustang. He still gets up at 4:30 a.m. and works seven 

days a week. 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.racingassoction.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.kuda.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/

