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   Wednesday 16 January  2019 www.turftalk.co.za  *  editor@turftalk.co.za 

TEN-year-old Rambo blew them away at the Vaal, big time! (JC Photos) 

Rambo shows late muscle for upset Vaal win 

“PUT that in your pipe and smoke it,” groaned studio presenter Alistair Cohen after 100-1 chance Ram-

bo shot down most punter’s hopes of surviving the exotics in Race 8 over 1400m at the Vaal on  

Tuesday with a strong late run under apprentice Ashton Arries. 

“The only way you would’ve found that was if the old-

timer had done you a favour many years ago and you 

said, ‘ah, ok, I’ll throw him in again!” added a 

(probably irate) Cohen, who must have drawn a few 

belly laughs from viewers sensing his professional 

holding back of an expletive or two. 

 

But as any punter knows, ill feelings pass like morning 

mist, there is always a next race. A closer look at Ram-

bo revealed that serious form students would proba-

bly have found him in 12 or 15 selections… that un-

written barrier before you give up and hit ‘F’ for ‘field’ 

on your online betting platform. 

 

Low merit rated handicaps are made for runners like 

Rambo, who will turn 11 years of age next season and 

has won 12 times from 112 starts, this latest success 

off his lowest career merit rating of 49. 

 

Those who study the card changes sheet would have 

picked up that Rambo was at least, a “trier”, as trainer 

Grant Maroun had declared no fewer than four  

changes to his equipment just after 8am on  (to p 2) 

http://www.turftalk.co.za
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RAMBO (fm p1) 

 

the race day. He took the blinkers off, declared alumites 

in front only, took the hind shoes off and fitted a tongue 

tie. 

 

There are form experts who swear by late changes and if 

there are as many as four, including ‘blinkers off’ for the 

first time in 43 runs, some would have had a quiet ten 

bucks on.  

 

Maroun, as surprised as the rest of us, said: “Rambo is 

enjoying his racing, that’s why we’ve kept him in training 

for so long. But while he is as happy as ever, he hasn’t 

been putting his best efforts in on the track. I cannot 

specify which one of the changes made the difference, 

but obviously something clicked and he decided to give 

his best. One always experiments with these things, you 

learn every day. 

 

“Rambo’s always been thereabouts, even at this  

advanced age, he has earned his way and he is the 

same horse he has always been. I’ve tried removing 

blinkers and fitting a tongue-tie before without much 

difference, perhaps a combination of the two helped. 

He’s a lovely horse, he’s like a pet to us and he will live 

here on the farm forever,” Maroun said. 

 

Maroun trains on the Benoni property formerly owned by 

late nephew Buddy Maroun where there is a sand 

track of 1100m in circumference. “We don’t have a 

grass track, so I have no option but to race our run-

ners fit on the track, they always need a few runs 

before they come to hand so if you ever see one win-

ning early it will be a very good horse. We don’t race 

them as two-year-olds but we race them often, they 

show us whether they can handle it or not.” 

 

Interestingly the only previous time Rambo won  

without blinkers was in his second career start back 

in December 2012, when Piere Strydom partnered 

him to victory, you guessed it, over the same course 

and distance. Horses for courses, horses for certain  

conditions… 

 

Except for 2015 and 2018, Rambo has won twice a 

year for Kevan Hunter’s Worldwise Breeding  

Syndicate. The son of Victory Moon races for Hunter, 

Grant and brother John Maroun, John Buffey and 

Gary Normand. 

 

As a punter, it’s never easy to swallow results like 

these, but it’s not as if a few clear signs of  

improvement weren’t available to shrewd players 

beforehand.  

 

All is forgiven, Rambo is 10, he’s a lovely horse and 

it’s good to see him perform so well at this age!  - tt. 

From a 3-parts  
sister to  

ELUSIVE FORT, 
and Esprit (dam of 

ELUSIVE  
SILVER) 

  

“A rangy/scopy/leggy 
athletic colt, with a 
nice deep girth to 

match.” 

LOT 48 CPYS 
EARL, bay colt by 
Duke Of Marmalade 
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The kind of quality you’d expect from Lammerskraal 

LAMMERSKRAAL Stud, consistently in the upper ranks of South African breeders, has a classy handful 

coming to next Wednesday’s 2019 Cape Premier Yearling Sale. 

Lammerskraal is represented by a good cross-section 

of sires in Duke Of Marmalade, Querari, What A Win-

ter and their own resident Visionaire, of whom the 

stud’s Sally Bruss said: “He’s still not getting the  

support and recognition he deserves, but when the 

ones raised on our farm start running things will 

change. He produced some serious runners from 

weak mares in KZN and now he’s received some 

quality from us in the Cape.” 

 

The Visionaire on auction is Lot 61, Vision Of Fame, a 

first foal bred from the stakes winning Jet Master 

mare Gathering Fame.  “He’s tall and leggy with 

scope, a high-quality young horse,” noted Bruss. 

 

Another first foal is Lot 38, What A Ryder, by What A 

Winter from Deputy Ryder, by Go Deputy, represent-

ing speed over stamina as his dam won the Listed 

Queen Palm stayer’s race. “He looks like What A  

Winter, a stunning colt, well-built and we think he will  

sprint, he has the looks of a sprinter.” 

 

Lot 107 is Count Marsh, by Duke Of Marmalade, the 

second foal of the unraced, yet very well related 

Marcheline, by Western Winter. “He’s a close-coupled, 

muscular colt from the family of Master Mascus and 

Excelero.” 

 

On to Lot 210, the first of two Querari yearlings named 

Travis Lite, the first produce of Travel Up Front, by West-

ern Winter. “He’s got good size and scope and received 

a high score from the selection panel,” noted Bruss of 

this well-made colt from the family of Polar Bound, 

Bound To Travel and other stakes performers. 

 

The Querari filly is named Little Persia (Lot 212), whose 

dam Trojan Belle (Centenary) is a prolific producer of 

winners, she’s already delivered eight previous runners 

to the track and all have won. “She’s athletic and comes 

from an excellent family,” Bruss commented.  - tt. 

THE Turks love their racing! 

Racing is a big hit in Turkey! 
DURING a period when the world’s thoroughbred  

business has suffered, and betting totals in the United 

States have dropped year by year, there is at least one 

nation where racing has prospered: Turkey. 

Its success may be unrecognised even by industry insiders; 

despite the globalization of the sport, horse racing in Turkey is 

little known. Its horses rarely venture outside their own bor-

ders, and outsiders seldom come in. But last year Turks  

wagered the U.S. dollar equivalent of $1.49 billion on their 

races — a 21 percent jump from 2010. 

 

The statistics in Turkey contradict many people’s notions 

about the right way to make horse racing grow. Most fans be-

lieve that a low takeout rate — the percentage of a wager that 

is kept by the track and the state — will give players a fair 

chance to win and thus will stimulate betting. 

Yet Turkey’s takeout rate of 50 percent is 

among the most oppressive in the world. And 

while many people in the industry believe that 

too much government meddling is the bane of 

the sport, the central government controls 

almost every aspect of Turkish racing. 

 

Private horse owners — who come from all 

levels of society, not just the elite — pay stud 

fees to breed to these stallions and they ob-

tain a fair chance to make a profit. It’s cheap 

to keep a horse in training here, and the every-

day purses are respectable. The tracks offer 

races for Arabian horses as well as thorough-

breds, and because the slower Arabians are 

sturdier and run more often, they can be even 

more profitable.  

The International Federation of Horseracing 

Authorities calculated in 2009 that the earn-

ings of the average horse in Turkey exceeded 

the cost of his upkeep by 18 percent. Owning 

racehorses is a winning investment. 

But betting on them isn’t. 

The Jockey Club receives a 22 percent cut 

from all wagers in order to fund purses and 

pay for its operations — slightly higher than the 

takeout rate in the United States. But in addi-

tion to that slice, the government takes a 28 

percent tax off the top of every wager — creat-

ing an insurmountable 50 percent   (to p 11) 
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LOT 80 CPYS 
bay colt  
by What A Winter 

“A smashing half
-brother to Arte, 
Work Ethic and  
Gift For The 
Gap.” 

Ramifications of Brexit’s No-Deal for racing 

ON Tuesday night MPs voted against Theresa May’s Brexit Withdrawal Agreement by a majority of 230 

votes. Here is a selection of the potential ramifications for the racing and breeding industry.: 

1) The Tripartite agreement, enabling the free move-

ment of horses between Britain, Ireland and France, 

would no longer be valid if the UK leaves the EU with 

no deal. 

 

The import of equines from the EU into the UK will not 

change immediately after exit as the UK is replicating 

current systems, although there is uncertainty over 

whether the EU chooses to reciprocate. 

 

In 2017, there was 26,000-plus thoroughbred move-

ments between Britain, Ireland and France for racing, 

breeding and sales purposes using the Tripartite 

agreement, including 1,604 runners from foreign 

based trainers in Britain. A total of 842 runners from 

Britain contested international races, of which 66 per 

cent were staged in EU countries. 

 

2) In the event of a no-deal scenario, the UK would 

apply for listed third country status for export health 

certification but cannot be certain of the EU response 

or its timing. Without listed status no exports to the EU 

could take place. 

 

3) There are measures across identification, transport 

and animal husbandry that will need to be replicated or 

enhanced under UK legislation post-Brexit. 

 

4) There is potential for the EU to apply tariff rates of 

up to 11.5 per cent for horses, except purebred breed-

ing animals, but including gelded thoroughbreds. 

 

5) Brexit could heap more pressure upon the shortage 

in stable staff, given the importance of foreign workers 

in the industry. British racing requires a post-Brexit 

immigration system that does not compromise the sta-

tus of European Economic Area and non-EEA workers 

already in Britain.  - racingpost.com 

http://www.kuda.co.za/
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http://www.capethoroughbredsales.com/
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https://www.avontuurestate.co.za/stud/
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RIVERTON STUD: Fun on track, return on investments! 

COME SEE OUR FOUR CHOICE YEARLINGS AT CTS: INFO HERE. 

Lot 172: Coup De Grace colt. 

The Riverton Quartet 
In a recent interview about Klawervlei’s freshman  

stallion Coup De Grace, John Koster mentioned that 

fellow-breeder Duncan Barry of Riverton Stud had “a 

very nice one” coming to the Cape Premier Sale. 

Barry confirmed on Wednesday that he likes his young Coup 

De Grace colt (Lot 172), but that his three others are also of 

high quality. 

 

Speaking about his Coup De Grace yearling,  

Barry said: “He’s by a speed horse from Serious 

Side, by Fard, so he’s a half-brother to Captain Of 

All, a sire I like and one that I’ve supported. So 

it’s all there in the blood, he should sprint and 

he’s a good looker too. He’s a big, strong colt 

with everything in the right places.” 

 

Barry is especially fond of Lot 121, an unnamed 

first foal of Captain Of All and Ninefold, by Warm 

White Night, who won a race at two. “She’s a big 

first foal, very athletic with a good shoulder and 

hindquarters,” he said. 

 

Lot 188 is another daughter of Captain Of All, 

she’s from an older mare who went to Captain Al 

four times, and her only foal produced was Listed

-placed Alpha Pegasi, an exported four-time win-

ner considered a lot better than his performanc-

es showed. “The mare, Star Of Pegasus, is a half-

sister to star filly Emerald Cove, we’re hoping the 

cross with Captain Al (Captain Of All) will work 

again. She’s not as flashy as Lot 121, but she’s 

nice too, she will race early.” 

 

Completing the quartet is Lot 55, a good-walking 

half-brother by Elusive Fort to promising stayer 

and recent Gr3 winner Gimme The Night.  - tt. 

https://rivertonstud.co.za/riverton-stud/sales/
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LATEST SUN MET BETTING 
 

Here are Betting World's latest odds on the R5-

million Sun Met, 26 January: 

 

1-1 Do It Again 

33-10 (35-10) (9-2) Rainbow Bridge 

7-1 (8-1)  (15-2) Oh Susanna 

10-1 (11-1) 12-1) Head Honcho 

14-1 (18-1) Legal Eagle (16-1, 18-1) Made To 

Conquer 

16-1 (18-1) Undercover Agent 

20-1 (55-1) Doublemint 

25-1 (33-1) Kampala Campari (40-1) Tap O’Noth 

33-1 Eyes Wide Open 

80-1 Milton 

100-1 Hat Puntano 

 

NO SERIOUS RACING INDUSTRY  

PLAYER CAN GO WITHOUT IT 

1973 

Quite a memorable year 
 
IN 1973, the Watergate scandal was at its height, with 

US President Richard Nixon under severe pressure. 

Secretariat won the Belmont Stakes by 31 lengths 

completing the Triple Crown. 

 

In South Africa, billionaire-to-be Mark Shuttleworth was 

born, B John Vorster was Prime Minister and Steve Biko 

was banned. 

 

On the local racing front, the 1973 Benson and Hedges 

Metropolitan Handicap was well attended on 20 Janu-

ary and racegoers were puffing away on filter-tipped 

B&H Gold, long before B&H Special Mild became the 

trend and Kent eventually took over the brand. Cough! 

 

Anyway, jockey Dana Siegenberg, riding for trainer  

Terrance D’Arcy, looked at a small field of only nine 

rivals including stars like Sentinel, Mazarin and In Full 

Flight and said, ‘Screw this, I’m gona go!” He set off like 

a house on fire on Gold Flame (20-1), who went so fast 

not even the photographer from Duff’s Turf Guide could 

keep up at the 400m-mark. 

 

Gold Flame kept rolling and rolling, Garth Puller was 

hard at work on Force Ten and Raymond Rhodes was 

throwing the kitchen sink at In Full Flight, but the 51kg 

lightweight kept going under Siegenberg to score a 

memorable win. Dana, these days, resides somewhere 

in California. “I saw him here in Cape Town a few years 

ago, he was visiting, he looks good,” said Karl Neisius 

of his former colleague.— tt. 

http://www.saturfdirectory.co.za/order.htm
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Growth of illegal betting is a worldwide concern 

ILLEGAL gambling will continue to drive people to suicide 

and facilitate money laundering and match-fixing unless  

government action is taken, the Asian Racing  

Federation. has warned. 

In a research paper, the ARF’s anti-illegal betting task force out-

lines the widespread damage as illegal gambling grows at a 

quicker rate than the legal market. 

 

“Our message to authorities is not only that illegal betting is a 

threat to racing and other sports, but also that a less visible 

threat of money laundering underlines illegal betting and facili-

tates the growth of transnational organised crime,” said task 

force chairman Martin Purbrick, who is the Hong Kong Jockey 

Club’s head of security and integrity. 

 

“These issues require government action. If racing  

administrators do not influence governments and regulators to 

more effectively combat the illegal betting problem, it could kill 

the sport.” 

 

The report focuses on Hong Kong, Singapore, South Korea, Aus-

tralia, New Zealand and South Africa, with illegal betting growing 

faster than legal gambling in all of those jurisdictions. 

 

“Illegal betting is large and growing in every jurisdiction, with 

with illegal betting growing faster than legal 

gambling in all of those jurisdictions. 

 

“For too long, illegal betting has been seen 

as a victimless crime. But illegal betting is a 

direct cause and means of match-fixing and 

money laundering. It provides revenue for 

transnational organised crime, and enables 

these to launder other criminal proceeds. In 

today’s globalised economy, illegal betting 

impacts markets and economies across the 

world.”  - from SCMP. 

RACING IN TURKEY (fm p5) 

 

total takeout. “People are used to it,” Burak 

Konak of the Turkish Jockey Club said.  

 

Horseplayers adjust their betting according-

ly; more than half of all the money wagered 

in Turkey goes onto the Pick Six, which has a 

wagering unit of about 27 cents.  

 

The more sophisticated players probably 

understand that their only chance of winning 

is to make a big score, but the less sophisti-

cated surely don’t understand the  

implications of a 50 percent takeout. 

 

- full report by Andrew Beyer in Washington 

Post. 

@turftalk1 

http://www.morrisvee.co.za/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/sports/should-the-us-horse-racing-industry-follow-turkeys-example/2012/07/06/gJQAAVhZSW_story.html?noredirect=on&utm_term=.59164d966059
https://www.washingtonpost.com/sports/should-the-us-horse-racing-industry-follow-turkeys-example/2012/07/06/gJQAAVhZSW_story.html?noredirect=on&utm_term=.59164d966059
http://twitter.com/turftalk1
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http://www.bsa.co.za/
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CPYS LOT 65 
A SCOPY COLT 
BY JACKSON 

 
 “He’s big, like his 
dam, and he’s a 
good mover.”   

  
- Anton Shepherd. 

The Irish Stallion Trail was well received 
TWENTY-eight Irish studs opened their doors to the public and to the racing industry over two days last week. 

Ireland’s stallion masters threw open their doors last 

weekend to invite breeders and the general public to 

attend the fifth edition of the Irish Thoroughbred Mar-

keting Irish Stallion Trail. 

 

Twenty-eight studs were listed on the trail, from the 

likes of heavyweights Ballylinch Stud, Coolmore, 

Gilltown and Kildangan Stud to leading National Hunt 

operations such as Knockhouse Stud, Boardsmill 

Stud, Sunnyhill Stud and many others. 

 

For these operations, the opportunity to showcase the 

very best stallions and racehorses that now reside in 

the country is one not to be missed. 

 

For Ballylinch’s Managing Director John O’Connor, the 

ITM Irish Stallion Trail is undoubtedly an important 

event to be supporting. 

 

O’Connor said: “We’ve always had open days for our 

clients to thank them for their support but we’ve  

blended this into the trail so it opens it up to people 

who might not normally come here. 

 

“It’s something that the industry can do to thank fans 

for their support each year and that can only be a good 

thing. The trail is a great way for us to promote the stud 

and we also sold nominations to our stallions, which 

really makes it all worthwhile.”  

 

Alex Cairns, Marketing Executive at ITM, added: “The 

ITM Irish Stallion Trail has become an annual  

pilgrimage for breeders and racing fans.—

racingpost.com 



14 

 

For racing lovers and (rich) lovers 

HERE is the lobby of the Jockey Club Rooms Hotel in historic 

Newmarket, the hub of horseracing that every true racing 

lover visits, and then wishes to die there.  The hotel is being 

promoted by D iscover Newmarket  (ht tps://

discovernewmarket.co.uk/), the town's promotional arm  

which has among its executive staffers none other than 

South African Nick Gordon of Racing. It’s A Rush fame. Nick 

tells: “We run several tours, including a champagne afternoon 

tea that takes in this beautiful venue three times a year. It’s 

very popular. The wall of the members area is crazy to go 

through, full of names of celebrities, big hitters, royals, politi-

cians and so on. Couples who can afford it, can spend the 

night at a hefty fee. The Jockey Club Rooms have enough art 

collected that they can change one expensive piece for anoth-

er every day for a year! To live here is pretty special. I pinch 

myself every few days,” says  former Citizen sports journalist 

Gordon, who took his wife to the UK, went in ‘cold’ (he started 

by mucking stables for a small yard in Exning) and landed up 

with a plum and well-deserved job in World Racing Central. 

Yes, dude, pinch yourself! 

A window to Wednesday’s World 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.racingassoction.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.kuda.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/
https://discovernewmarket.co.uk/
https://discovernewmarket.co.uk/
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https://bit.ly/2SDd2Uq

