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   Thursday 10 January 2019 www.turftalk.co.za  *  editor@turftalk.co.za 

NIC Jonsson (right) and Bernard Kantor with the L’Ormarins Queen’s Plate, Fiona Ramsden on left. (W. Marks)  

DO IT Again with jockey Richard Fourie. 

A weanling full-sister to Do It Again, the pride of Lammerskraal Stud. 

“She’s almost as tall as her dam,” Sally Bruss of Lammerskraal tells. 

Jonsson will be looking for  

others like Do It Again 
OWNER Nick Jonsson has already enjoyed 15 winners on his 

own or in partnership this season, already one more than the 

whole of last season and his pink and green silks are becoming 

popular on our tracks. 

Jonsson is also a part-owner of star four-year-old Do It Again (along 

with Jack Mitchell and Bernard Kantor) and by the end of January 

could hold the rare achievement of having won the Gr1 Durban July, 

the Gr1 L’Ormarins Queen’s Plate and the Gr1 Sun Met within less 

than a year of racing. 

 

That is, if Do It Again can manage to pull off the R5-million Sun Met, 

a race for which he has been priced up even money favourite. 

Things are looking good, and Jonsson is understandably excited. 

 

“We have only three weeks to the Met, it’s a great time,” he told 

Gold Circle in an interview. “It’s amazing to own a horse (to page 2) 
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TOTE BETS WITH INTERBET ARE   
DIRECTED TO TOTE POOLS   

 
 Interbet do not offer the “ open (Tote) bet ” – 
100% of all Tote bets are directed into the Tote 
pools. This means that (unlike Tote bets placed 
with bookmakers that lay all or part those bets 
themselves), the “ rake ” from the Tote pools 
goes directly towards running horseracing and 
paying owners’ stakes.  

Three runners appeal at odds 
 
WE’ve had 70mm of rain at the Vaal in the last 7 days, 

none overnight and it’s a sunny day, let’s hope we can 

see this one out. Three bets appeal with good value. Jet 

Start is at the ridiculous price of 8-1 in Race 2. If you 

draw your collateral lines through Insignis and Cold 

Cash you will agree she’s much more like a 5-1 shot at 

best — and 8-1 is huge value in a small field. We are in 

the camp that still believes that Piere Strydom is a 

great rider who makes a difference on every horse he 

sits on. His engagement on Magic’s First, rare for Diane 

Stenger, probably means that this well-bred filly owned 

by stalwart Peter White is fancied today and at 5-1 her 

form looks about right.  Coyote Girl (through now two-

time winner Ilha Da Varlette and promising male sprint-

er American Hustle) looks a steal at 5-1 in the last. 

Jeez, we’re confident today, hope things pan out! 

 

Vaal Selections: 
 

Race 1:  (13) Tana’s Eagle (14) Winning Queen (11) 

Splat The Cat (4) Tidal Tussle 

Race 2:  (2) Jet Start  (7) Insignis (1) Fort Ember (4) 

Cold Cash 

Race 3:  (2) Flapjack (3) Fort Carol (4) Waqaas (6) Chief 

Black Horse 

Race 4:  (8) Magic’s First (7) Ever Fair (11) Giglio (16) 

Laconia 

Race 5:  (6) Wondrous Climber (5) Sunshine Silk (3) 

American Indian (2) Tirzan 

Race 6:  (11) Village Deep (1) Tendre (2) Highlander 

(10) King’s Cup 

Race 7: (1) Dancing Queen (6) Cop Shop (3) Casual 

Wear (2) All Of Me 

Race 8: (8) Coyote Girl (3) I Ain’t Trippin (1) Elbi (14) 

Ilha Da Var 

LATEST SUN MET BETTING 
 

Here are Betting Wiorld’s latest odds on the R5-

million Sun Met, 26 January: 

 

1-1 Do It Again 

9-2 Rainbow Bridge 

15-2 Oh Susanna 

12-1 Head Honcho 

16-1 Lady In Black 

18-1 Made To Conquer, Undercover Agent 

20-1 Doublemint, Legal Eagle  

25-1 It’s My Turn, Tap O’ Noth 

33-1 Eyes Wide Open, Kampala Campari 

40-1 Noble Secret 

100-1 and upwards others  

 

SA’S RACING 
 BIBLE! 

NIC JONSSON (fm p1) 

 
like this. When I saw him at the (2015) National Year-

ling Sale I knew he was going to be something  

special. 

 

“We were really lucky, we bought Do It Again together 

and he’s an incredible horse, now we have to find the 

next one and the next one and the next, it doesn’t 

stop!” (See photo of his full-sister on Page 1… that’s a 

filly to go to, soon!) 

 

Jonsson added: “The Queen’s Plate is an incredible 

race to win, a great achievement and Gaynor Rupert 

puts on a great show every year. It’s hard to win a 

race on a day like that, now we look at Met day and 

we hope to win the big race and maybe one more.” 

 

He praised Justin Snaith’s training team, including 

father Chris and brother Jonno, for their hard work 

behind the scenes, saying, “There were people who 

didn’t really think that Do It Again was that good over 

a mile, but Justin never had any doubts that he could 

win the Queen’s Plate. Ever.” 

 

Jonsson said that his love for horses stemmed from 

having ridden them all his life, being involved in 

equestrian sports.  - tt. 
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READER’S LETTER 

“Let’s not get carried away in 2019” 
 

THE concept of New Year is an interesting one: many people 

want to put the previous year behind them and are full of  

resolutions as to how they are going to change their lives in the 

forthcoming year, or how they are wishful that the ensuing year 

will bring good fortune and will be a better year. 

 

The events of the past five years or so have left me with a  

jaundiced view of New Years and what they hold. In reality we 

are merely turning another page in life, this time though, we are 

turning the page from 31 December to 1 January. 

 

In the racing world it's another year of the same feature races, 

another year of the same sales and mostly another year of the 

same people.   

 

There are unraced two-year-olds in the yard, so there is hope, 

there are new stallions, so there in hope that their progeny will 

render them successful in the New Year despite the odds of this 

being only 5%. 

 

Most of the year’s activities and travels are preordained, I can 

virtually map out my entire year on 1 January. 

 

In the face of this "New" year is laughable and is more akin to 

Groundhog Day.  

 

You may consider these utterances pessimistic or melancholy, 

however, they are true.  Ours is an industry of little change: for 

GROUNDHOG Day: One reader calls for reality checks and clarity 

of vision. 

at least 15 years we have been promised that 

export protocols will change, yes you read 

correctly, fifteen years.   

 

Even if the industry messiah, as it is seen, 

arrives in 2019, it will have taken at least 15 

years to achieve this.  Is this symptomatic of 

an industry with ineffective structures, leader-

ship and management?  Is this an indictment 

of the committee style management process 

that permeate most strata of the industry? 

 

For at least 20 years we have seen the gap 

between racing costs and the stakes pot  

widen, leaving ownership more and more 

expensive. The racing experience has been  

demeaned in many respects, from dress code 

to the range of sideshows that are being used 

to try and entice people to the racecourse. 

 

We have successfully watered down our  

product and have failed to identify and fix 

what is wrong with our racing product. 

 

What have we done to promote ownership or 

is it in fact the opposite? Have we made  

ownership less attractive? 

 

We could extend these observations into 

breeding, however, this could be too macabre 

a truth to face.  Suffice to say breeding is not 

for the faint of heart or the shallow lined 

pocket, and truly commercially sustainable 

breeding operations are thin on the ground. 

 

Why is it that the glory days of racing are  

behind us? We remember the way things 

were or those memorable race days or racing 

seasons.  How many of us truly believe the 

best is yet to come? 

 

I suspect nothing will change, and we will all 

carry on in 2019 as we did in 2018 and all 

the years before that. I hope this is not the 

case, however, the form normally stands up. 

 

To the zealots and the ostrich, happy 2019! 

 

-Ernie  

(full name and address withheld by request) 

 

Your solutions, Ernie? - Editor. 
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Rekindling, All Star Mile. 

The $5-million All-Star Mile 

Among the premier milers already nominated for the 

The All-Star Mile (1600m) are now two Melbourne Cup 

winners with Racing Victoria announcing on Thursday 

that Rekindling and Almandin have been entered for 

the $5million race set to be held on March 16. 
 
The 2016 and 2017 winners of the ‘race that stops a na-

tion’ both hail from the stable of Hall of Fame owner Lloyd 

Williams and his private trainer Liam Howley, and join sta-

blemates Johannes Vermeer and Homesman as nominees. 

 

Racing Victoria’s (RV) Executive General Manager – Racing, 

Greg Carpenter, believes the addition of the Rekindling and 

Almandin to the growing nominations list strengthens the 

varied mix of entries which the inaugural running of The All-

Star Mile has attracted thus far. 

 

“We’ve now got Melbourne Cup winners joining Oaks and 

Derby winners, star milers, dominant sprinters and an array 

of exciting three-year-olds among the entries for The All-Star 

Mile. It’s a unique mix of horses and it will be fascinating to 

see how the public decides to vote,” Carpenter said. 

 

“There’s no doubt it would be an intriguing contest to see 

great stayers such as Rekindling and Almandin square off 

against Group 1-winning sprinters like Vega Mag-

ic and Redkirk Warrior over the mile at Fleming-

ton. That’s the unique proposition of The All-Star 

Mile, it’s up to the public to decide who com-

petes. 

 

While the $5 million All-Star Mile will be run over 

precisely half the distance of the Lexus Mel-

bourne Cup, both Rekindling and Almandin would 

be returning to the scene of their glory days and 

both stayers do boast form over the 1600m trip. 

 

Rekindling has previous form at a mile with his 

maiden victory coming over that trip, at Gowran 

Park (Ireland) in September 2016. 

 

Similarly, Almandin’s competitive debut was in a 

1700m contest in Dusseldorf, in his native Ger-

many, whilst his maiden Australian appearance 

was in a mile race at Moonee Valley in June 

2016. 

 

The All-Star Mile is the first race in Australia 

where fans will determine which horses gain a 

start, with each of the nominees eligible for a 

public vote. 

 

The top 10 horses in the public vote, which com-

mences on 21 January and concludes on 18 Feb-

ruary, will secure a start in The All-Star Mile, with 

the remaining four places in the 14-horse field to 

be made up of wildcards issued by RV.  

 - racing.com 

@turftalk1 
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IN his twilight years, Sir Winston Churchill loved owning, 

breeding, and watching racehorses, and his devotion was  

rewarded with notable success as owner and breeder. Accord-

ing to Churchill’s daughter, the late Mary Soames, the sport 

“gave him enormous pleasure and interest” in his old age. 

Churchill’s enthusiasm for racing stemmed from a lifelong 

love of horses – in younger days he had been a keen rider to 

hounds and a polo player, and had served as a cavalryman – 

so racing was in his blood. Here he is leading in Canyon Kid, 

who won the Speed Stakes at Windsor in 1950. 

Sir Winston loved the ponies 

“Our former stable star Variety Club occupies box no 1 outside 

my office,” reports Joey Ramsden. “He never misses a trick 

watching all the activity in and around the yard. “f you get too 

friendly, he’ll give you a nip to let you know who’s in charge.”  

King Of The Track Still In Charge 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.racingassoction.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.kuda.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/
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