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   Monday 7 January 2019 www.turftalk.co.za  *  editor@turftalk.co.za 

THE Dave Mollett Horse Of The Year Award goes to Captain Aldo, seen winning the Wolf Power. 

Presenting: The 2018 Molly Awards 
DAVE Mollett's end-of-year awards were a popular feature of the column he used to write for 

The Citizen. We have persuaded Molly to do his awards for 2018 - generally those in the 

"Premier League" of horses, owners, trainers and jockeys are not considered. 

HORSE-of-the-Year: Captain Aldo 
 

This eight year-old veteran has taken a leaf out of 

Gary Player's book performing with distinction 

when past his "sell-by" date. Gary's championship 

wins spanned 40 years - interestingly, given his 

passion for racing, his first came in the 1958  

Kentucky Derby Open.  Trainer St John Gray's son 

of Captain Al won the Gr 2 Joburg Spring Handi-

cap (with Queen’s Plate runner-up Soqrat in third) 

and followed this with an excellent fifth (beaten 

only 1,3 lengths) by Coral Fever in the Peermont 

Emperors Palace Charity Mile. It took his career 

record to 10 wins and 19 placings from 48 starts. 

It's been a big year for ageing sons of deceased 

champion Captain Al—nine year-old, Captain Lars, 

building a fan club in the UK with his 2018 tally 

being a remarkable 10 wins and 15  (to page 2) 

http://www.turftalk.co.za
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ROBBIE SAGE 

“In the first five months of this season, 

Robbie has a strike-rate of 22% with 12 

winners from 55 runners. His father, 

Bert, one of the great characters of the 

sport, would be mighty proud.” 

DAVE MOLLETT (fm page 1) 

 

placings from 49 starts. 

 

OWNERS-of-the-Year: Colin Bird and Sylvia Vrska. 

 

What a year for Colin and ever-graceful Sylvia with 

Coral Fever providing Colin with his first Gr 1  

winner in 41 years. A man who holds the im-

portant position as Chair of Jubilee Metals, Colin 

is a pedigree expert who can often pick out a 

horse that others overlook at bloodstock sales. 

 

He bought Coral Fever from Ascot Stud as a  

yearling for just R130 000 and this year he's seen 

his acquisition mature into a top performer  

winning the Champions Challenge in April (won 

him the Highveld Horse-of-the-Season award), the 

Peermont Emperors Palace Charity Mile and  

follow that with a creditable fourth - carrying top 

weight - in the G-Bets Summer Cup. 

 

If 2019 proves half as successful as 2018, Colin 

and Sylvia will be more than happy. 

 

TRAINER-of-the-Year: Robbie Sage 

 

My short-list here (in no particular order) included 

Yvette Bremner, Paul Peter and St John Gray, but 

it's been Robbie Sage's most successful year 

courtesy of not only Coral Fever but other stable 

inmates including SA Nursery victor, William The 

Silent. 

 

Of Coral Fever, Robbie said: "He's an example of a 

horse that has come into his own as a five year-

old. He has a heart and is a trier." 

 

In the first five months of this season, Robbie has 

a strike-rate of 22% with 12 winners from 55  

runners. His father, Bert, one of the great  

characters of the sport, would be mighty proud. 

 

JOCKEY-of-the-Year: Ryan Munger 

 

Ryan has emerged from the pack through sheer 

determination and a first jockeys title remains a  

possibility. He won two features on Heritage Day 

and is currently in third place in the log only 10 

behind leader, Muzi Yeni. 

 

The well-educated 23 year-old - he attended 

Dainfern College where he was a pretty useful 

cricketer - says former champion, Andrew For-

tune, has "helped me a lot, just by pointing out 

little things, small tricks in race riding which has 

made a big difference and I am grateful to him." 

 

Here is a clean-cut youngster with a future - the 

NHA needn't bother with drug and alcohol tests! 
 
 

 

BREEDER-of-the-Year: G J Armitage 
 

James Armitage's Sandown Stud has produced a 

top-class performer in Tilbury Fort with the son 

of Horse Chestnut boasting the highest earnings 

this term (R1,4 million) as a result of his  

Summer Cup victory and close second behind 

Coral Fever in the Charity Mile. 

 

In a year in which Sean Tarry lost the trainers 

championship to Justin Snaith, Tilbury Fort's  

effort on Summer Cup day - backed up by his 

stablemates - proved once again that Sean's 

runners on the big day demand the closest  

scrutiny. 

 

BEST-race-of-the-Year: Green Point Stakes 

 

I wrote in Business Day that the Sporting Post 

JAMES ARMITAGE 

 
“James Armitage's 

Sandown Stud has 

produced a top-class 

performer in highest-

earning Horse  Chest-

nut gelding, Tilbury 

Fort  
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SA’S RACING 
 BIBLE! 

@turftalk1 

  

GREEN POINT STAKES 

 

Let he who disagrees that 

there was a better race 

last year, step forward! 

This was a nail-biting and 

captivating finish. 

were "over the top" in describing the Green Point Stakes 

as the "race of the Century." As it turned out they were 

right. The nail-biting finish captivated the attention of  

every racing fan in the country. 

 

TOP ACHIEVEMENTS in 2018 

 
1. Mike De Kock beating Terrance Millard's record of Gr 1 

wins. 

 

2. Lyle Hewitson - another well-educated youngster -  

winning the Jockeys Championship whilst still an  

apprentice. 

 

3. Chris van Niekerk's speech prior to the CTS sale in 

Cape Town which was of paramount importance to the 

industry following the Markus Jooste bombshell. At the 

conclusion of the speech, even Winston Churchill would 

have been clapping. 

 

WORST moment-of-Year: Passing of Chris Gerber. 
 

One of the most charismatic personalities to grace racing 

for many a year, Chris touched many lives - the turnout at 

his memorial service at King Edward School was proof of 

that. His business acumen provided a great fillip to racing 

and here was a man prepared to step in and support a 

cause - or person - he felt was worthy of his help. We 

need to name an important race in the racing calendar 

after him to honour his memory. 

 

BEST quote-of-the-Year:  

Chris Van Niekerk 

 
American expert, Barry Irwin, decided to cut ties here in 

April citing the slow process in export protocol (can't ar-

gue with that), but added that he thought Chris van 

Niekerk should "step aside" from any involvement due to 

his close friendship with Markus Jooste. 

 

Asked to respond to this, Van Niekerk replied:  

"Rather to be thought a fool than open your mouth to re-

move all possible doubts!" 

PERSONALITY-of-the-Year: 

Grant Knowles. 
 

Grant is the Jacques Kallis of racing - an 

allrounder involved in presenting,  

bloodstock sales, racing golf  

tournaments and he's probably got legs 

in more horses than established owners 

like Marsh Shirtliff and Fred Crabbia. 

 

While some people can boil over with the 

speed of an electric kettle, Grant can 

handle even the trickiest situation with 

aplomb. He likes a glass of wine - hey, 

what's not to like about this guy? 

                                     (cont on page 5) 

http://www.saturfdirectory.co.za/order.htm
http://www.saturfdirectory.co.za/order.htm
http://www.saturfdirectory.co.za/order.htm
http://www.twitter.com/urftalk1
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WARREN LENFERNA 

 

(On the right in photo) 

 

“He's the perfect 

partner for the bubbly 

former top jock, Kevin 

Shea, a guy with huge 

experience in the sport 

…” 

DAVE MOLLETT (fm p3) 

 

COMMENTATOR-of-the-Year:  Brandon Bailey. 
 

Rather like Ryan Munger, young Brandon has got 

people sitting up and taking notice as his  

commentaries become progressively better. This 

is no easy profession with people quick to  

criticise if you make a mistake. 

 

However, it's in his favour that - in this often  

back-biting sport - he's received plenty of  

encouragement from established Gauteng com-

mentators, Nico Kritsiotis and Alistair Cohen. 
 

PRESENTER-of-the-Year: Warren Lenferna 
 

A relatively new face on the Durban presenting 

scene, Warren comes across as unflusterable 

and is clearly a guy who knows his form. He's the 

perfect partner for the bubbly former top jock, 

Kevin Shea, a guy with huge experience in the 

sport and one gets the impression he'd probably 

would like to voice his opinion on controversial 

matters more than he's allowed. 

 

RASPBERRY-of-the-Year:  

No International Jockeys meeting in Novem-

ber. 
 
Seeing top worldwide jockeys in action here - they 

have included Frankie Dettori - has always been 

a highlight for racing fans towards the end of the 

year. Yes, three of our jockeys Lyle Hewitson, 

Muzi Yeni and Aldo Domeyer travelled to Singa-

pore for the Premier Gateway International Chal-

lenge, but once again it could only be watched on 

TV. 

 

BEST WORLDWIDE HORSE: Enable 

 
Here I'm in disagreement with Betfair-owned, 

Timeform, who are probably the best judges of 

racehorses on the planet. 

 

They have compiled a list of the top 10 Best Flat 

races run in 2018 judged on their ratings - it gives 

Winx three wins, Hong Kong miler Beauty Genera-

tion two and Enable and Cracksman one each. 

 

On the subject, Timeform say this: "Was (Cartier 

Horse-of-the-Year) Cracksman's best better than 

Winx? You can make a case for it, certainly. 

 

Did Cracksman contribute as much to the 2018 

Flat season as did Winx? We say no and the rat-

ings - all of them not just one of them - tell you 

that too." 

 

My beef is this. The Timeform top 10 races in-

cludes the Breeders Cup Classic won by  

Accelerate, but not the Breeders Cup Turf won by 

Enable. 

In my book, the Arc is the most important race of 

the year - interesting that Timeform rate Dancing 

Brave's 1986 win as the best performance ever. 

 

Enable won her second Arc in true champion fash-

ion and followed up a few weeks later in the 

Breeders Cup in America. Both females remain in 

training but a meeting seems unlikely. Still, by this 

time next year there'll be more ammunition for 

this particular argument..  - tt. 

 

Yes, Winx was magnificent in her home 

country getting the same adulation as  

Makybe Diva 13 years ago. We need our 

heroes every bit as much as football needs 

Ronaldo, Messi and Kane. 
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OH Susanna posted a confident win in the Gr1 Cartier Paddock Stakes. (Wayne Marks). 

Oh Susanna breaks through R5-million in  

second Paddock Stakes success 
SNAITH Racing tweeted at the weekend: “We wake up each morning in the hope to find that 

special horse. The horse who has the ability to change lives and create dreams and beautiful 

memories. To train Do it Again and Oh Susanna is nothing less than a privilege. The horses 

are the real stars of our wonderful sport.” 

There was indeed something special about 

Snaith and Richard Fourie’s feature race treble 

and Oh Susanna was especially impressive in the 

way she took the Gr1 Paddock Stakes by the 

scruff of the neck to win in commanding fashion. 

 

Oh Susanna and Lady In Black have been circling 

each other since the start of their careers, with 

Oh Susanna 2-1 up on wins an looking to take 

revenge for a defeat by Dennis Drier’s filly in a 

recent Pinnacle Stakes warm-up. 

 

It was clear that Fourie was confident of what he 

had underneath him, and he was intent on one 

thing only: securing back-to-back Paddock Stakes 

wins on Gaynor Rupert’s smashing filly. 

 

Fourie wasted little time, seized an early lead, 

dictated and still had a head of steam going 

through the 400m mark. Chalengers were ap-

pearing around her, but Oh Susanna never  

relinquished her lead. She stayed on gamely to 

win by half a length from Lady In Black, with 

Cascapedia four lengths back in third. 
 

Among all the post-race comments, the most  

interesting was Snaith telling that Oh Susana was 

“the most aggressive filly to train, but in a good 

way!”, and how she enjoys taking moments to 

stand still watching seals playing in the surf when 

she goes for a stroll on the beach. 

 

“This filly incredible, she goes beyond words,”  

enthused Rupert. 

 

Oh Susanna broke through the R5-million mark, 

with her record showing five wins in 11 career 

starts.  - tt. 
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TWICE Over is coming into his own, big time! 

KLAWERVLEI Stud’s European champion and  

increasingly successful resident stallion TWICE 

OVER (Observatory) proved the star sire at the 

weekend’s two day L’Ormarins Queen’s Plate 

meeting. 
 
The four time G1 winner and sire sensation was 

responsible for a trio of winners at the 2019 LQP 

festival, with his three winners headed by a pair 

of very impressive graded stakes victors –namely 

DO IT AGAIN and DOUBLEMINT, with the former 

winning the 2019 G1 L’Ormarins Queen’s Plate 

and the latter taking the G2 Glorious Goodwood 

Peninsula Handicap. 

 

Last season’s Equus Champion, and 2018 G1 

Vodacom Durban July winner, Do It Again proved 

once again that he is a true champion by taking 

the spoils in the Queen’s Plate (South Africa’s 

premier mile race) by accounting for one of the 

strongest fields ever assembled for the  

Kenilworth showpiece. Under Richard Fourie, the 

champion stormed home to win the R1.5 million 

race for trainer Justin Snaith, and owners Bernard 

Two Graded feature wins for sensational Twice Over 

Kantor, Nick Jonsson and Jack Mitchell. In  

accounting for the standout performers SOQRAT, 

RAINBOW BRIDGE, LEGAL EAGLE, and other top 

runners, Do It Again took his earnings to R4 285 

000. 

 

In the process, the Northfields Stud bred Do It 

Again, one of a pair of G1 winners produced in 

his sire’s impressive first crop, claimed a berth in 

the 2019 G1 Breeders’ Cup Mile. 

 

Twice Over, whose multiple G1 winning relative 

YOSHIDA is a likely contender for the upcoming 

$7 million Pegasus World Cup Turf Invitational, 

was also responsible for Friday’s winner STEFFI’S 

GRAFT (Tobie Spies).  

 

Twice Over has six yearlings on offer at the 2019 

Cape Premier Yearling Sale –including a filly (Lot 

41) from the family of champions DALAKHANI 

and DAYLAMI, a colt (Lot 68) from the immediate 

family of dual Horse Of The Year LEGAL EAGLE, 

and a colt (Lot 126) out of dual G3 winner  

ORATOR’S DAUGHTER.  - tt. 
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NOTE: The Mixed Sale scheduled for  

Randjesfontein on 15 February has been  

postponed due to lack of entries. The Horses 

In Training/Mixed Sale at Durbanville on 8 

February is going ahead as planned, see 

links below: 
 

MIXED ENTRIES 8 FEB 

MIXED SALE 8 FEB BREEDING 

ATO, the Gr1-winning Royal Academy stallion 

overlooked in his spell at stud at Summerhill and 

still out of favour at Jan Mantel’s Millstream Stud 

in Robertson, produced his first stakes winner 

when Gary Alexander-trained Chijmes (Denis 

Schwarz)  led from wire to wire in the Listed Sea 

Cottage Stakes over 1800m at Turffontein on 

Sunday. 

 

Ato’s owner Dennis Evans commented: “We’re 

hoping Ato will get some acknowledgement after 

this stakes win. As a racehorse he won the Inter-

national Gr1 Krisflyer Sprint for Patrick Shaw and 

then won a Gr3 over a mile, and he’s been  

versatile at stud from limited opportunities.  

“He sired 13 winners from his small first crop, 

Assisted Takeoff has won up to 2200m in Kim-

CHIJMES, courageous Listed win. 

Chijmes pays tribute to 

overlooked stallion Ato 

berley and Chijmes has now won up to 1800m, 

we are pleased and hopeful of some support.” 

 

Evans told that Chijmes was always going to be a 

special horse. He said: “Clotilde Ulqoc, who owns 

his dam, Sophie’s Choice, along with husband 

Jean Marc and Ronnie and Bev Napier, really 

loved Ato when she saw him for the first time at 

Summerhill. She insisted that Sophie’s Choice be 

covered by Ato and Chijmes was the result.” 

 

Dean Alexander commented: “Mr Napier asked 

us to look at Chijmes at the Ready To Run Sale 

and we were impressed by the way he moved, 

he’s an athletic horse. We wanted another horse 

to lead him on Sunday, we told Dennis to sit 

handy, but as the race unfolded he found himself 

in front and had to do it the hard way. He ran 

strongly to get clear by a few lengths and then 

had to find more. He plugged on courageously.” 

 

Alexander noted that Chijmes will be taking his 

place in the Gauteng Guineas in the first week of 

February. 

Chijmes is three wins from six starts and shows 

R322,000 in stake earnings.—tt. 

http://www.morrisvee.co.za/
https://bit.ly/2QjwnrG
https://bit.ly/2SDd2Uq
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She won’t forget her first winner 

REBECCA Labarre rode her first winner at Laurel Park in  

Maryland on Saturday and received a splashing reception 

from her fellow jockeys A 24-year-old native of Spring Valley, 

Wisconsin, LaBarre rode in 12 amateur races between 2015 

and 2018 and made her professional debut on 5 January 

2017 at Gulfstream Park. She began riding regularly in mid-

December at Laurel, her first win coming in her 13th pro 

mount and third of 2019. 

AT the start of 2019, remember to treasure your loved ones, 

including your horses, and tolerate your co-workers back at 

the office. How far can we get through January before all the 

festive wishes are forgotten and the nastiness resumes? 

Give your horse a hug today 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.racingassoction.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.kuda.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/

