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7 QUESTIONS 

...to Gaynor Rupert 
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AT the start of  the 2019 L’Ormarins Queen’s Plate Festival we 

speak to Gaynor Rupert, SA’s first lady of racing… and while 

our column is called 7 Questions, we added an eighth for good 

measure... 

The L’Ormarins Queen’s Plate is now firmly established as a 

racing and social highlight, and it’s catching on as a major 

racing event on the global calendar. You’ve proven that racing 

fans and others still enjoy a stylish, classic day at the races 

with all the traditional bells and whistles.  
 

1. Do you think that this format you have now perfected can be  

duplicated elsewhere in South Africa, or do you think LQP is such a 

great success because it is so perfectly suited to Cape Town and this 

great time of year? 
 

We are constantly trying to concentrate on the horses and the racing and less 

on the party aspect of the day. The blue and white theme probably only works 

in Cape Town because people now associate it with the beaches and the sun of 

the Cape.   

 

We have many visitors to the Cape in January which helps to give it a more  

international feel and there are many activities during the preceding week 

which are unique to the Cape. Each racetrack should have its’ own unique race 

days, the Durban July and the Sun Met are good examples of this. They are 

completely different to anything else and hugely successful, much more so 

than the LQP. 

 

The history of the Queen’s Plate and fact that being a WFA race means that the 

very best horse wins appealed to me as a sponsor and I believe everyone 

wants to see excellence. 

 

2.   We’re 15 years into this special occasion, with two two-day festivals 

also successfully completed. Despite its phenomenal growth and  

status, there is a feeling that you have more surprises coming in future 

and that the event could grow even bigger. You must be thinking, ‘Can I 

improve on what we’ve done, and how’?  

 

We’re always trying to improve but right now I’m not really interested in growing 

the event bigger as I think the intimacy of the day makes it more special and 

everyone can enjoy everything that is on offer without being crowded or  

standing in long queues. It changes a bit each year as we try to improve the 

experience. This year everything will be centred around the grandstand so that 

each and every person has a view of the racetrack and of the horses which is 

the whole point of the day. 

 

3.   You’ve achieved incredible heights with Drakenstein Stud, the Queen’s 

Plate and as leading owner in only 15 years, starting virtually from 

scratch. This must have given you enormous pride and satisfaction? 

 

Yes it has. I love every aspect of the industry from breeding to racing and I am 

very proud of having achieved Owner of the Year with my homebred horses and 

nearly all of them fillies. We are a great team and very excited about what 

we’ve achieved. Each person plays a critical role. 

“.. I believe 

everyone 

wants to see 

excellence… 

”                 
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SA’S RACING 
 BIBLE! 

@turftalk1 

“ I believe in 100% transparency in everything we do.” 
 

4. It’s quite uncanny that you stepped into racing vir-

tually below the radar – never seeking publicity, 

accolades or bragging rights – yet you’ve reached 

the top in a short space of time. What motivates 

you, what makes you tick? 

 

That’s very kind of you, the truth is I’ve been involved 

much longer than people realise from 1986. I wouldn’t 

say I’ve reached the top by any stretch of the imagination 

but I’m certainly trying my best to get there. What moti-

vates me is the love of the horse and the love of the 

game. 

 

5. In relation to Drakenstein, we know all about your 

team’s knowledge, dedication and hard work. 

They’re a progressive bunch, but you have been 

the quiet driving force. Has your own mentioned 

research and reading carried on, intensified? 

 

Yes I read all the time and wherever I am in the world I 

visit racetracks and stud farms and try to learn from peo-

ple who know more than I do.  

 

6. Do you have a personal favourite among your band 

of stallions at Drakenstein? 

 

Trippi is without a doubt my favourite, he was the first 

stallion at Drakenstein and besides being a horse of ex-

ceptional beauty he has done me proud and was Stallion 

of the Year a couple of years ago. 
 

7. You are obviously a keen team builder. We’ve seen 

significant changes in racing’s management, at  

Kenilworth racing, Phumelela and the RA. What 

are your views on transparency and  

accountability in racing’s management, and how 

do you see the future of the industry? 

 

I believe in 100% transparency in everything we do. One 

shouldn’t do anything that you wouldn’t want the whole 

world to be able to see. Only do what you will be proud of 

or don’t do anything at all. For the first time in a long time 

I’m very positive about the future of our industry. 

8. Mr Johann Rupert’s social interest lies with golf, in 

which he has also changed the landscape. Has your 

success perhaps perked up his own interest in  

racing? What are the chances of Mr Rupert racing a 

few runners himself or in partnerships? 

 

Johann has a great interest and knowledge of racing 

but he much prefers seeing the foals on 

the farm and does not like racing. One of 

the things we both appreciate about the 

industry is that it is a high employer of 

people and it nurtures important skills. 

We need to find ways to employ more  

people in SA so the growth of our industry 

is paramount.  - tt. 

“For the first time in 

a long time I’m very 

positive about the 

future of our  

industry. 

” 

http://www.saturfdirectory.co.za/order.htm
http://www.saturfdirectory.co.za/order.htm
http://www.saturfdirectory.co.za/order.htm
http://www.twitter.com/urftalk1
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Barney Curley, shrewd gambler. 

Barney Curley made sure he had the ’edge’  
ALL successful punters have an “edge” – defined as an advantage in the game. That edge 

may be slim or large, applying to one specific situation or across a broader range of  

scenarios. In the New Year’s spirit of making resolutions, all horseplayers should try uncover 

their special “edge”, whatever it may be, and then resolve to make that the focus of their  

wagering for 2019.  

By recalling two notable coups, one from the 70’s 

and another from the early 90’s, punters might 

be motivated to come up with their own cunning 

plan and reap the rewards. 

 

Barney Curley is a fabled Irish gambler associat-

ed with a couple of inspired coups. The first was 

concocted in 1975 as the man who’d variously 

worked as a pig and cattle farmer, band manager 

and betting shop operator, (and also once trained 

to be a Jesuit priest,) set about clearing accumu-

lated gambling debts. 

 

He approached a trainer friend, Liam Brennan to 

come up with a jumps horse sporting superficially 

dim form, that could suddenly wake up at a big 

price. They hit upon Yellow Sam that had run nine 

times over two seasons without ever troubling the 

scorer. A couple of those outings had been at 

mainstream circuits like Punchestown and  

Fairyhouse, but with a best finish of only eighth, 

he would be dismissed as a no-hoper and priced 

up at long odds.  

 

Yellow Sam’s form on soft ground was dreadful. 

Word from the yard was that he was making 

slight improvement in his work, and with Ireland 

going through a freakishly dry spell, would get, 

for the first time in his life, the faster ground he 

preferred.  Curley and Brennan found a suitably 

weak race, an Amateur Riders Handicap over 

3700m at tiny, Bellewstown racetrack and  

engaged one of the best amateur jocks around, 

Michael Furlong.  

 

Finding the right horse was just one aspect to the 

plunge – the real brilliance behind the attempted 

coup lay in the details of getting      (to page 7) 
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BARNEY CURLEY (fm p5) 

 

bets down at the best odds. Curley’s conundrum 

was that only insignificantly small wagers could be 

placed on course at hokey-pokey, Bellewstown, 

and Irish bookies fielding bigger Starting Price 

liabilities in the betting shops would drive down 

the price by “taking back” bets before the off. 

 

Bear in mind, our hero is scheming in the 1970’s 

before the technological revolution had altered 

the way people communicate. No smart cells,  

tablets or Wi Fi – instead Public phones were the  

medium for bookies to contact their operatives on 

course. Curley had cased the joint perfectly – 

Bellewstown had only one public phone near the 

betting ring, and he instructed a burly associate to 

hog that phone from twenty minutes before the 

off till the jump at 3.30. 

 

He’d already orchestrated a team of loyal “putters 

on” to sweep through around 300 betting outlets 

in Ireland, placing modest wagers of between 50 

and 300 pounds on Yellow Sam just before the 

race, who was quoted at 20/1 due to his dismal 

form. In total 15 000 pounds was invested off 

course – normally bookies would become aware 

of increasing liabilities and bet back on course to 

drive the price down. But they could not get 

through as Curley’s appointed tough guy  

commandeered the phone booth. 

 

Curley kept a low profile throughout. Arriving un-

detected at the course in a friend’s modest car he 

proceeded to hide in the bushes near one of the 

final jumps. After all the drama in the build- up 

involving weeks of cloak and dagger style  

machinations, the race itself was uneventful. Yel-

low Sam, loving the firm ground and jumping well 

in the hands of a skilful rider, had it all under con-

trol against pitiful opposition. 

 

The collect was massive, over 300 000 pounds 

which equates to more than 2 million pound to-

day! Curley bought himself a manor house and 

assumed near-mythical status amongst Irish  

bettors as details of the coup emerged.  As a sad 

post script, Yellow Sam never won again. The poor 

steed was subsequently killed in a bad race-track 

fall. 

 

Recently, Nick Townsend wrote a great book 

about Curley’s betting adventures, philanthropic 

work in Africa and a more recent coup landed in 

2014, which is definitely worth a read. “The Sure 

Thing” includes this quote from the audacious 

gambler. “It was one man’s brains against the 

bookmakers. I’d outwitted the system and taken 

advantage of unique circumstances. If they’d 

been able to, the bookies would have driven the 

price of that horse into the ground.”  

 

And now a trick question for our sports-savvy Turf 

Talk readers. What are the odds of a hole in one 

being made at a pro golf tournament? 20/1, 

50/1 or perhaps upwards of 100/1 that  

someone in the field will hit the perfect fluke? 

Intuitively, we would think that the odds should 

be high on such an “unlikely” occurrence. And 

we’d all be wrong!  

 

The so- called, “Hole in One Gang” exploited the 

ignorance of dozy independent bookies back in 

1991 and took a series of long odds  

accumulators wagering that a hole in one would 

be scored at each of five selected Tour events. 

 

You see, the actual odds of a pro golfer acing it in 

any four -day tournament are quite short. In fact, 

they’re not much better than even money.  So, 

the true multiple odds of five being made are 

around 50/1, yet bookies gave two sharp lads, 

Paul Simmons and John Carter much bigger pric-

es. These wise guys exploited that edge with a 

series of spirited bets at smaller independent 

shops around the UK. When Miguel Angel 

Jimenez scored a hole in one at the European 

Open to complete the required sequence, they 

netted profits of 500 000 pounds from a  

relatively small outlay! 

 

The battle of wits between punter and bookie 

continues. More sophisticated methods are 

needed these days than blocking off access to a 

public phone booth or getting hugely generous 

stretches on a deceivingly “improbable” outcome 

which is actually quite likely to occur.  

 

Both sides increasingly use algorithms, machine 

learning and automated “bots” to place clever 

wagers or construct accurate odds tables. And, 

bookies typically have excellent early -warning 

systems in place now to make an adjustment and 

limit action on any potentially unfavourable re-

sult. 

 

Despite those changes, what Barney Curley  

described as “unique circumstances” do crop up 

occasionally though, and can still be source of 

life- transforming profits for an innovative and 

alert bettor. The challenge for horseplayers into 

2019 is to hammer relentlessly those bets where 

they have a proven edge, or else wait patiently for 

a situation to materialise where rare circum-

stances are especially advantageous. Happy 

punting from the Interbet team!  - tt. 
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TOTE BETS WITH INTERBET ARE  
DIRECTED TO TOTE POOLS  

 
Interbet do not offer the “open (Tote) bet” – 100% of all Tote bets are 
directed into the Tote pools. This means that (unlike Tote bets placed 
with bookmakers that lay all or part those bets themselves), the “rake” 
from the Tote pools goes directly towards running horseracing and paying 
owners’ stakes.  

Kenilworth Selections: 

(Friday) 
 

Race 1: (4) Shinecock (1) Emerald Band (3) Path Of 

Choice (2) Midwinter 

Race 2: (4) Cabo Da Cruz (14) Kingston Rock (15) Mark 

The Doorman (18) The Perfect Wave 

Race 3: (3) Destin (2) Bold Assassin (10) Oak Bay (9) 

Mercurana 

Race 4: (8) Flying Squadron (13) Je Ne Sais Quoi (3) 

Indi Anna (11) Crimea 

Race 5: (4) Vardy (1) Ancestry (9) Streetfighting Man (6) 

Green Archer 

Race 6: (12) Princess Irene (11) Foxy Princess (7) Expe-

dite (2) Talitha Borealis 

Race 7: (14) Mary O’Reilly (10) Clouds Unfold (1) Rose 

In Bloom (3) Goodtime Gal 

Race 8: (4) In The Stars (5) Alsflamingbeauty (6) Mum-

taz (8) Racine  

 

Kenilworth Selections: 

(Saturday) 

 

Race 1:  (6) Dismantle The Sun (1) Augustina (2) Empire 

Glory (8) What A Red 

Race 2: (10) Vandah’s Spirit   (9) Travelling Light (8) 

Talladega (2) Miss Honey 

Race 3: (3) River Thames (10) Head Boy (5) Master Of 

Spain (12) Pop The Corks 

Race 4: (13) Knights Templar (12) Iditarod Trail (2) Bun-

ker Hunt (7) Herodotus 

Race 5: (5) Doublemint (1) Eyes Wide Open (4) Platinum 

Prince (3) Kampala Campari 

Race 6: (5) Oh Susanna (1) Cascapedia (9) Hashtagyolo 

(6) Lady In Black 

Race 7: (5) Rainbow Bridge (2) Do It Again (3) Undercov-

er Agent (10) Soqrat 

Race 8: (1) Strathdon (3) Gimme One Night (5) Sheet 

Weaver (2) Walter Smoothie 

Race 9: (10) Sherwood Forest (3) Priceless Ruler (11) 

Brandenburg (8) Vikram 

Race 10: (14) Hard Core (10) Captainofthesea (7) Clip-

per Captain (6) Bwana 

Plenty of cash in 

the weekend pots! 
 

THERE are two Pick 6 Megapools on offer 

at the L’Ormarins Queen’s Plate Festival 

this weekend: A pool of R1,7-million is  

expected on Friday and a R3,5-million pool 

is likely on Saturday. The other exotic pools 

will also be bigger than usual due to extra 

interest, so do get involved. 

 

We’ve published two sets of tips as  guide, 

as usual with value bets in red, recom-

mended as eachway bets.  Make sure you 

add  Justin Snaith’s 7-1 shot Flying  

Squadron to today’s Pick 6 at Kenilworth 

(Race 4), she has been running on over 

shorter and will probably run her best race 

today, over a mile, one to watch. 

 

In Race 8, 7-1 chance In The Stars 

would’ve been much shorter if she had a 

record of jumping well, but she hasn’t! If 

she does start more or less on terms  

today, we’ll get a good run for our money! 

 

On Saturday, we like two more. In Race 9, 

Sherwood Forest comes up well on  

collateral form through Priceless Ruler and 

is worth a tickle at 8-1, while Hard  Core 

(Race 10), is well worth an eachway bet at 

his current 16-1 in Race 10, a well-bred 

runner with ability, bound to improve in 

this race.  - tt. 

BUFFALO Bill Cody has been scratched 

from Saturday’s Gr1 Queen’s Plate for  

having an elevated temperature. His blood 

is not right and he has been off feed. 

Trainer Mike de Kock said: “He has not 

been himself since Wednesday and we’re 

not going to take any chances.” 

http://adserver.adtech.de/?adlink/3.0/1523/6644561/1/16/AdId=19348263;BnId=1;link=https://www.interbet.co.za/festive-calendar.html
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L’Ormarins Queen’s Plate Style 

SNAITH Racing has had all their runners for this  

weekend’s L’Ormarins Queen’s Plate Festival shod in 

classic  blue, the work was done by master farrier  

Robbie Miller. 

Bezos and the horse he rode in on 

AMAZON’s billionaire boss Jeff Bezos ushered in the new 

year in unusual fashion — by riding a horse into cowboy-

apparel store. The world's richest man was filmed by the 

staff of Kemo Sabe, in Aspen, Colorado, trotting into the 

Western-themed shop and raising his hat to cheering 

onlookers. Bezos is no stranger to horses, having helped 

out on his grandfather's South Texas ranch while  

growing up.  

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.racingassoction.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.kuda.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/
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Of brothers and sisters at Cape Premier Sale 

TWO full brothers, two full sisters and a half-

brother to 2018 Summer feature performers are 

among the 226 choice lots catalogued for the 

2019 Cape Premier Sale on 23 January at the 

Cape Town International Convention Centre. 

At the top of the list is Lot 1, Princess Thiana, a 

full-sister to multiple Horse Of The Year and 

champion miler Legal Eagle, who won the recent 

sensational Gr2 Green Point Stakes and will be 

out to emulate Pocket Power’s record of four 

Queen’s Plate wins at Kenilworth on Saturday. 

The filly is by Grey’s Inn from Young Sensation 

(National Emblem) and has been consigned by 

Klawervlei, as agent. 

Lot 55, from Riverton Stud, is an unnamed colt by 

Elusive Fort from Fiesta Queen (Parade Leader). 

His half-brother Gimme One Night won Decem-

ber’s Gr3 Cape Summer Stayers and is one of the 

fancied runners in this Saturday’s Gr3 Chair-

man’s Cup. 

Lot 95 is Lemon N Lime, by Elusive Fort from 

Lemon Drop Girl, by Parade Leader, raised by Dr 

Ian Heyns. He’s a full brother to Geoff Woodruff’s 

top staying filly and SA Oaks winner Secret Po-

tion, who lowered the colours of Cascapedia in a 

minor feature at Turffontein before finishing in 

the money in the Gr1 Summer Cup, narrowly 

missing the first four. 

Avontuur Stud’s Delta Queen (Lot 152) is a 

daughter of VAR and the international performer 

River Jetez, which makes her a full sister to Ri-

varine, who won the Listed Golden Loom Sprint at 

Turffontein in November. 

Long Day’s Journey (Lot 184), a graduate of Dra-

kenstein Stud, comes up in the latter part of the 

auction. He’s a full-brother to so far multiple Gr3 

winner and top-level performer Chimichuri Run, 

victorious in the Gr3 Spring Spree Stakes at 

Turffontein and a chestnut, like his brother.  - tt. 

NOTE: The Mixed Sale scheduled for  

Randjesfontein on 15 February has been  

postponed due to lack of entries. The Horses In 

Training/Mixed Sale at Durbanville on 8 February 

is going ahead as planned, see links below: 

 

MIXED ENTRIES 8 FEB 

MIXED SALE 8 FEB BFREEDING 

http://www.morrisvee.co.za/
https://bit.ly/2QjwnrG
https://bit.ly/2SDd2Uq
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https://bit.ly/2SDd2Uq

