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The fearless horseplayer gets his due rewards 
HAVING the courage of your convictions is a vital trait for gamblers. A meek and timid player 
can never summon up sufficient confidence to bet heavily enough and make a life changing 
score.  

Mabel Read is a model example of a fearless  
plunger, who made sure that she got amply  
rewarded when her selections were vindicated.  
 
Read, an Australian woman, was active in the bet-
ting rings during the 60’s. One of her favourite ploys 
was to back a horse on the drift. Once she had 
made her choice, she would never be deterred by 
any perceived weakness in the market and she 
would have on a few grand more each time it got 
pushed out. If a horse shortened, she would still 
follow through with fervour, and could never  
conceive of her fancy getting beat. A very bold  
approach, indeed. 
 
Her biggest splurge came on Galilee, who she punt-
ed in same-horse doubles to win both the Caulfield 
and Melbourne Cups in 1966. Long before the ad-

vent of exotic bets and preponderance of Tote wa-
gering, betting in Oz was dominated by bookies, 
many of whom accepted massive wagers. Albert 
Smith was one of those big layers and it was he 
who laid the original Galilee double to Read.  
After Galilee won the Caulfield Cup and duly  
shortened for the iconic Melbourne contest, Smith 
contacted her to reduce his liability. 
 
“Mabel, I was wondering if you could bet me 8/1 or 
10/1 on Galilee to win the Melbourne Cup, because 
of your huge investment…” he proposed.  ‘What 
price is Galilee currently to win the Cup?” was 
Read’s reply. Upon being told her beast was now a 
5/1 fancy, Read answered, ‘Well, Albert, give me 
another 10 000 on him!” 
 
As Patrick Bartley relates in his wonderful  (to p2) 
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INTERBET’s 12-DAY XMAS BONUSES! 
DOUBLE, OR MORE THAN DOUBLE, YOUR 
PUNTING KITTY! BONUSES 13-24 DEC 2018 

ON THE ——_TH DAY OF XMAS  
INTERBET GAVE TO ME _____? 

TOTE BETS WITH INTERBET ARE  
DIRECTED TO TOTE POOLS  

 
Interbet do not offer the “open (Tote) bet” – 100% of all 
Tote bets are directed into the Tote pools. This means that 
(unlike Tote bets placed with bookmakers that lay all or part 
those bets themselves), the “rake” from the Tote pools goes 
directly towards running horseracing and paying owners’ 
stakes.  

PUNTERS PLEASE NOTE: Ts and Cs apply, so 
please read through them and make sure 
that you understand how the campaign 
works. If you don’t understand, the  
Interbet support team are on call until mid-
night and will answer any questions you 
may have. 
 
PLSE USE THIS LINK, CLAIM YOUR BONUSES! 

FEARLESS GAMBLERS (fm p1) 
 
book, “On the Punt”, it’s unclear how much Read  
collected when Galilee won the Melbourne Cup, but it 
was plenty. Close confidants revealed that she astutely 
purchased huge tracts of land near Cranbourne 
(situated 40km’s out of Melbourne, and subsequently 
developed into a housing estate suburb) with her 
windfall. As an aside her son, Mark Read inherited her 
passion for wagering and became one of Australia’s 
foremost punters/ bookies before selling his  
International All Sports business for hundreds of mil-
lions of dollars about ten years ago. 
 
Johana Taks a.k.a. ‘The Woman in Black” was another 
extraordinary player from Australia’s rich gambling 
past. She was basically clueless about the subtleties of 
form analysis yet had total faith in the 1940’s  
champion, Bernborough, playing up her profits whilst 
backing him in escalating sums every time during a  
fourteen- race winning streak. 
 
Taks, an Estonian immigrant, resided in rough College 
Street, part of Sydney’s seedy underbelly, but her final 
wager on Bernborough would have netted enough to 
purchase a harbour front mansion.  Unfortunately, for 
the stylishly dressed “Woman in Black,” the champ 
suffered a terrible passage in the race when carrying 
68kg’s and clocked in an unlucky fifth. Taks, who 
claimed she was ‘not a reckless punter,” never re-
turned to the track. 
 
Here in South Africa, bettors landed a few body- blows 
to the books. Master Magic (28/10 – 16/10) at 
Turffontein, On That Boulevard (12/1 – 7/2) and  
Lickerio (6/1 – 7/2) at Greyville were highly traded 
horses that successfully completed the job. The latter, 
by Master of My Fate, has now won three of his last 
four starts for Yogas Govender and sports a neat merit 
rating of just above 90. 
 
Dread the Dragon (25/1 into 10’s) was a key long shot 
strike for the week under review as this shrewd “find” 
denied Verdi and heavily backed, Blanco, highest  
traded runner for the day at the Vaal’s 13th December 
meeting. Dread the Dragon has uninspiring form but 
was trying something new (going over a mile first 
time) and had the benefit of a claim 4kg’s appy –  
Nathan Klink.  
 
Basadi Faith was another outsider to provide  
nourishing returns. This juvenile, also by Master of My 
Fate, and trained by Paul Matchett, got punted from 
25/1 down to 6’s and duly justified stable confidence 
when making a winning debut in the 800m scuttle. 
 
The Cape Guineas was an intriguing betting race.  
Unbeaten, One World was always pretty short at 
slightly better than evens to remain perfect, but the 
serious money was on high-class Joburg invader, 
Soqrat – from 6/1 to just about half that original 
quote. Mike de Kock has an exemplary record when 
contesting G1’s in the Cape and Soqrat shot through a 
34.8 come home sectional from the 600m to outduel 
cleverly ridden Twist of Fate, with One World some-
what below best in third. 
 
Clouds Unfold found sustained support in multiple bets 
hence was clipped from 3/1 to 17/10 in the Fillies 
Guineas. She failed to really get a true run mile and 
could only manage third place behind pace-setter Sil-
vano’s Pride and further adrift of  (to page 5) 

No ‘Put-and-Take’ this weekend 
 
IN deciding which meeting to tip for we scanned 
through all of them, from tonight to Sunday, and 
there really wasn’t much that tickled us. There are 
no big features and most of the fields are large 
and moderate. You know what that means! Local 
value (Trf, Saturday) starts with 15-1 shot  
Olofberg in Race 2, he’s a decent, good-looking 
and promising young horse, some way under-
rated by oddsmakers here and presents good  
value. Mattina (Race 9), no star, but value price 
from form yard. 
 
Turffontein Selections: 
 
Race 1: (1) Hartleyfour (2) Winter Twilight 
(13) Mr Whatson (12) Endangered 
Race 2: (4) Olofberg (1) Bold Coast (5) Blue 
Diamond Road 
Race 3: (13) Gold Lightning (10) Armstrong 
(16) Three Dog Night (4) Eureka Effect 
Race 4: (6) La Linea (8) Western Dance (4) Vi 
Va Pi Pa (2) Perfect Tigress 
Race 5: (2) Regal Graduation (4) Ninjara (7) 
Colour Of Light (10) Miss Pinkerton 
Race 6: (4) Arte (6) Wondrous Climber (5) Pa-
risienne Chick 
Race 7: (6) Popsicle Toes (7) Protea Paradise 
(4) Atyaab (2) Africa’s Gold 
Race 8: (6) Volcanic Sunset (4) Powered 
Beauty (8) Genesis (3) Bosphorus  
Race 9: (9) Mattina (1) Poormanslady (15) Il 
Mondo (4) Sammara 

http://adserver.adtech.de/?adlink/3.0/1523/6644561/1/16/AdId=19348263;BnId=1;link=https://www.interbet.co.za/festive-calendar.html
http://adserver.adtech.de/?adlink/3.0/1523/6644561/1/16/AdId=19348263;BnId=1;link=https://www.interbet.co.za/festive-calendar.html
http://adserver.adtech.de/?adlink/3.0/1523/6644561/1/16/AdId=19348263;BnId=1;link=https://www.interbet.co.za/festive-calendar.html
http://adserver.adtech.de/?adlink/3.0/1523/6644561/1/16/AdId=19348263;BnId=1;link=https://www.interbet.co.za/festive-calendar.html
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SA’S RACING 
 BIBLE! 
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FEARLESS GAMBLER (fm p2) 
 
emerging star, the Dynasty filly, Front and Centre.  
 
There could be similarities between the winner and  
outstanding race-mare, Beach Beauty as both daughters of 
Dynasty were not much to look at as physical specimens yet 
could run like the wind and knew how to win. 
 
Interbet are in the midst of their 12 days of Xmas promotion. 
Be sure to check out the tempting offers of bonus bets and 
additional loyalty points that can be scored on each day over 
the Festive Season. If Mabel Read’s ghost returns to sign on 
with typically strong wagering opinions, she’ll be accorded 
extra special respect!   - tt. 

Jeff Lloyd puts his retirement 
date on hold 

 
QUEENSLAND’S Champion jockey Jeff Lloyd was meant to be 
retired by now but those plans have been put on hold and he 
could ride on to the end of the season. 
 
For a bloke who said months ago that he was about to pull 
up stumps on a grand career, it would be something of a 
surprise to many to see him leading the Brisbane jockeys’ 
title. 
 
But 57 year old former South African Lloyd is a three-time 
Brisbane premiership winner who has won a total of 17  
jockey premierships which started in South Africa and has 
included stints in Hong Kong, Mauritius and Sydney. 
 
So what happened to his plan to retire and why has it been 
put on hold? 
 
Well, his teenage son Jaden is keen to become a jockey and 
Lloyd Senior was going to call quits on his own career to be-
come a mentor for his son. 
 
But Lloyd says those plans are coming along slower than 
expected, with Jaden breaking his wrist before attempting to 
become an apprentice in Victoria. Jaden is still hoping to be 
accepted as a Victorian apprentice, and Lloyd’s younger son 
Zac also wants to be a jockey. 
 
But Lloyd now says there is “no set date” for his own  
retirement from the saddle and says he “will ride a little  
longer” and possibly through next year’s Brisbane winter  
carnival and until the end of the season.   
 
“I was originally going to retire to help Jaden and get him 
ready but he broke his wrist,” Lloyd said.  “He should find 
out whether he has been accepted (as a Victorian appren-
tice) in December but it might be longer than that. 
 
“We will work it out from there and depending on how things 
go I could fly in and fly out (to Melbourne) to help him for a 
while and I’ll keep riding.  -racenet.com.au. 

ZAC Lloyd… wants to be a jock too! 

http://www.saturfdirectory.co.za/order.htm
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http://www.twitter.com/urftalk1


6 

 

http://www.capethoroughbredsales.com/


7 

 

SEASON’S GREETINGS FROM  
HEVERSHAM PARK FARM 

GAUTENG’S BIGGEST STUD FARM. HOME OF WINGS OF DESIRE (GB) AND MOOFEED (AUS) 

www.hevershampark.co.za 

http://www.hevershampark.co.za
http://www.morrisvee.co.za/
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Fight for dizzying heights! 

OLDER racing fans will remember this great finish between 
Wagga Wagga (Ormond Ferraris/Michael Cave, right), and 
Welcome Boy (Henry Eatwell/Gerald Turner, left) in the 
1977 Gr1 Benoni Diamond Guineas at a packed Gosforth 
Park. It’s the kind of memory that brings a lump to the 
throat, that makes one almost dizzy with visions of how 
outrageously popular horseracing was here in the 1970s 
and 1980s. Let’s wish and hope this Christmas that our 
sport will stabilise and grow in 2019 and that the new  
leaders in charge will serve racing, and not themselves. 
Horseracing remains one of the few sports that can take 
one to dizzying heights, time and again. Let us protect 
what is left and fight for the future! 

A chuckle before Christmas 

TURF TALK will be taking a short break, we will be 
back on Friday, 4 January, reporting from Cape 
Town with news on the Gr1 L’Ormarins Queen’s 
Plate. We thank our valued readers and advertis-
ers for their wonderful support in 2018 and we 
hope to bring you more of the same, and even  
better, in the New Year. Best wishes to all! 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.racingassoction.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.kuda.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/
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