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   Thursday 20 December 2018 www.turftalk.co.za  *  editor@turftalk.co.za 

FRANKEL, forever under scrutiny. 

Three years on, has Frankel made it at stud? 
FOR all the anticipation surrounding Frankel’s retirement to stud, there lurked that nagging 
question - how does one even begin to manage stallion expectations for a horse that is de-
servedly regarded as a true great of the turf? 

Here in Juddmonte Farms’ homebred was a horse 
who retired with a Timeform rating 147, the highest 
figure awarded in the organization’s history and one 
that summed up a sublime racing career that had 
been beautifully handled by Sir Henry Cecil. 
 
Unsurprisingly, an array of the world’s elite breed-
ers were quick to use him at his opening fee of 
£125,000 at Banstead Manor Stud in Newmarket; a 
snapshot of the support he attracted can be 
gleaned by the fact that his first book of 131 mares 
to Northern Hemisphere time included 38 G1  
winners and 25 dams of G1 winners. 

Rightly or wrongly, such a high-profile career, not to 
mention the elite level of support that follows, will 
often add further fuel to those looking to detract. As 
such, the idea that he was unlikely to throw a horse 
as good as himself was one regular remark as was 
the notion that his early swift start only served to 
reflect the level of mare afforded to him. 
 
Today, with three crops on the ground, Frankel is 
the sire of 34 stakes winners and 144 winners from 
219 runners among 339 foals of racing age foaled 
across both hemispheres. He currently sits in third 
on the TRC Global Sires Rankings        (to page 2) 
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FRANKEL (fm p1) 
 
behind Dubawi and Galileo and ahead of such  
heavyweights as Deep Impact and Sea The Stars,  
despite operating with fewer runners. 
 
Indeed, when Mirage Dancer won the G3 Glorious 
Stakes at Goodwood in August, Frankel became the 
fastest European-based stallion to hit the landmark of 
20 Group or Graded stakes winners.  
 
That tally has since risen to 25 and includes a quintet 
of G1 winners, led by Cracksman, the dual Qipco 
Champion Stakes winner whose recent retirement to 
Dalham Hall Stud saw him become Frankel’s first major 
son to stud in Europe, and this year’s St James’s  
Palace Stakes hero Without Parole. 
 
Crucially, success has been achieved across the globe. 
The stallion has done particularly well in Japan, where 
his 14 runners include this year’s G1 Yasuda Kinen 
winner Mozu Ascot and G3 winner Mi Suerte, in addi-
tion to Soul Stirring. Meanwhile, a handful of runners 
bred to Southern Hemisphere time and sent to  
Australia include G2 winner Miss Fabulass and the G3-
placed Merovee.  
 
And in America, his band of representatives include G2 
winner Fashion Business, the G3-placed Gidu and Chad 
Brown’s Pebbles Stakes winner Rubilinda (now with 
Richard Mandella), who remains held in high regard. 
 
It’s a versatile group as well, one that covers 2yos of 
the ilk of Fair Eva, Queen Kindly and East to G1-
winning milers Mozu Ascot and Without Parole, an  
outstanding middle-distance talent in Cracksman and a 
top stayer in this year’s Prix du Cadran hero Call The 
Wind. 
 
The one omission is a European classic winner, alt-
hough Cracksman came close when third in the 2017 
Epsom Derby while Rostropovich ran second in this 
year’s Irish Derby. 
 
It is true that all bar two of his 25 Group or Graded 
stakes winners are out of either stakes-winning or 
stakes-producing mares, something that is reflective of 
how those early books comprised a group of talent 
that rarely - if ever - has been afforded to an unproven 
stallion. But Frankel is undoubtedly making the most of 
that opportunity and appears poised to maintain that 
momentum. 
 
Despite the uncertainty that afflicts any stallion in his 
third or fourth seasons, the quality of his books held 
steady during those seasons; a 2015 book of 106 
mares to Northern Hemisphere time (plus eight to 
Southern Hemisphere time) included 72 black-type 
performers, while his 2016 book comprised 130 mares 
(102 NH time, 28 SH time), among them 76 black-type 
performers.  
 
So far, the resulting 2016 crop has yielded 17 2-year-
old winners, including several live classic shots for next 
year in East, who ran second in the Breeders’ Cup  
Juvenile Fillies Turf, and the G3-placed pair Old Glory 
and Syrtis, alongside promising minor winners Cap 
Francais, Suphala, Obligate and Ginistrelli. 
 
In addition, a Northern Hemisphere fee raise to 
£175,000 for 2018 failed to deter breeders, who be-
tween them sent 183 mares. He is set    (to page 5) 

INTERBET’s 12-DAY XMAS BONUSES! 
DOUBLE, OR MORE THAN DOUBLE, YOUR 
PUNTING KITTY! BONUSES 13-24 DEC 2018 

ON THE ——_TH DAY OF XMAS  
INTERBET GAVE TO ME _____? 

TOTE BETS WITH INTERBET ARE  
DIRECTED TO TOTE POOLS  

 
Interbet do not offer the “open (Tote) bet” – 100% of all 
Tote bets are directed into the Tote pools. This means that 
(unlike Tote bets placed with bookmakers that lay all or part 
those bets themselves), the “rake” from the Tote pools goes 
directly towards running horseracing and paying owners’ 
stakes.  

PUNTERS PLEASE NOTE: Ts and Cs apply, so 
please read through them and make sure 
that you understand how the campaign 
works. If you don’t understand, the  
Interbet support team are on call until mid-
night and will answer any questions you 
may have. 
 
PLSE USE THIS LINK, CLAIM YOUR BONUSES! 

‘Monarch’ has us by the 
you-know-what! 

 
WE’ve tipped Sporting Monarch three times in 
a row without success, we cannot possibly desert 
him at 9-1 today (R8), Striker up for a fourth 
time and down yet a few more pounds in merit. 
We’re hanging on his mane, perhaps today’s the 
day! 
 
Vaal Selections: 
 
Race 1: (13) Destiny’s Game (7) The Great 
Queen (6) Shadow Queen (14) Perfect Storm 
Race 2: (2) The Dazzler (3) Diamond Dancer 
(4) Verdier (6) Come The Day 
Race 3: (14) It Takes Two (1) Comet Crystal 
(10) Elusive Quest (2) Bel Canto Chorus 
Race 4: (12) Pigeon Post  (15) Vistula (1) 
Florida Quays (10) Miss Geneva 
Race 5: (7) Atreveta (13) Starlightemptress 
(2) Kindavar (15) Towards The Sun 
Race 6: (4) Seventh Rule 91) Quattro (10) 
Rebel Renegade (2) Battle Creek 
Race 7: (13) Fly North (11) Ilha Da Var (2) 
Nicky Noo (6) Faranga 
Race 8: (12) Sporting Monarch (1) Mount 
Keith (7) Last Chirp (6) Baahir 
Race 9: (3) Yamoto (1) Greenwood Drive (5) 
Well Connected (4) Norland 
Race 10: (12) Serendipity (5) Star Halo (1) 
Shelley (3) Flowing Gown 

http://adserver.adtech.de/?adlink/3.0/1523/6644561/1/16/AdId=19348263;BnId=1;link=https://www.interbet.co.za/festive-calendar.html
http://adserver.adtech.de/?adlink/3.0/1523/6644561/1/16/AdId=19348263;BnId=1;link=https://www.interbet.co.za/festive-calendar.html
http://adserver.adtech.de/?adlink/3.0/1523/6644561/1/16/AdId=19348263;BnId=1;link=https://www.interbet.co.za/festive-calendar.html
http://adserver.adtech.de/?adlink/3.0/1523/6644561/1/16/AdId=19348263;BnId=1;link=https://www.interbet.co.za/festive-calendar.html
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SA’S RACING 
 BIBLE! 

‘Super Soumi’ claims 10th French Title 

CHRISTOPHE Soumillon, Belgian Gentleman. 

CHISTOPHE Soumillon will be crowned France's 
champion jockey for the tenth time on December 31 
after rival Pierre-Charles Boudot announced he would 
have no more rides this year.  

Both men rode two winners on Tuesday's ten-race card at 
Deauville, at the end of which Soumillon led his younger rival 
by nine winners, 182 to 173.  
 
Boudot tweeted his congratulations to Soumillon, confirming 
that, with just four Flat meetings left in the year, he would 
be taking a well-earned break. 
 
Speaking on Wednesday morning, Soumillon told the Racing 
Post: "Ten times Cravache d’Or [golden whip, the  
championship trophy in France] is something that was  
unimaginable as a young man. Although I won a few in  
consecutive years when I was younger I felt that, past a  
certain age, it would become harder. 
 
"So to be constantly among the top three jockeys over the 
last five years is reward for hard work and the result of being 
surrounded by a good team and to come out on top this year 
gives me great pleasure." 
 
While Boudot is already looking forward to the holidays, 
Soumillon will honour his six booked rides at Marseille-Vivaux 
on Thursday evening – including the aptly named Belgian 
Gentleman – before drawing stumps.   
 
The 37-year-old now inches closer to the record 15  
championships of Yves Saint-Martin on the Flat, a figure 
matched by jump jockey Christophe Pieux. -Racing Post. 

FRANKEL (fm p2) 
 
to stand for £175,000 again in 2019. 
 
Galileo has set an unparalleled bar of  
excellence in the Thoroughbred world, just 
as his sire Sadler’s Wells did before him. 
 
Frankel might not come to exert such  
dominance but he has been quick to 
emerge as heir to his outstanding sire and, 
with several sons already at stud, led by 
Cracksman in Newmarket and Cunco in 
South America, there will come to be am-
ple opportunity for his legacy to take hold. 
- by Nancy Sexton/full report on TRC. 

@turftalk1 

http://www.morrisvee.co.za/
http://www.saturfdirectory.co.za/order.htm
http://www.saturfdirectory.co.za/order.htm
http://www.saturfdirectory.co.za/order.htm
https://www.thoroughbredracing.com/articles/he-got-fast-start-how-frankel-doing-after-year-3/
http://www.twitter.com/urftalk1
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SEASON’S GREETINGS FROM  
HEVERSHAM PARK FARM 

GAUTENG’S BIGGEST STUD FARM. HOME OF WINGS OF DESIRE (GB) AND MOOFEED (AUS) 

www.hevershampark.co.za 

IN Xmas spirit: Trainer Tara Laing and her 
team in Port Elizabeth (left); Jeff Lloyd and his 
family on holiday in Dubai and Abu Dhabi 
(right). 

http://www.hevershampark.co.za
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THE Gr2 Green Point Stakes photo finish: A truly memorable race. 

READERS’ LETTERS 

The Real Photo 
 
All racing enthusiasts were absolutely in awe 
from watching the greatest horse race in Cape 
Town last Saturday (Green Point Stakes, 8 
December).  What a breath-taking race but 
please show us the proper photo finish photo 
where Legal Eagle wins and not the photo all 
the media have been using. It is not the  
correct photo!   
 
-Vivian Mansour 
Johannesburg   
 
Assuming the photo above is the one you 
want, Vivian? - Ed. 
 
Mdk is flattered 
 
My thanks to David Mollett for his article on 
my Grade 1 winners (Mike de Kock is a Major 
League trainer, TT News 19 Dec). Molly, I am 
flattered! 
 
-Mike de Kock 
Johannesburg 
 
Howw Noww Browwn Coww? 
 
On Sunday  16 December at Greyville there 
were two horses carded with foreign sounding 
names: Miss Xun and L’Histoire. 
 
Race caller Craig Peters, as usual, did his 
homework and delivered. The other  
professional analysts on the Tellytrack  
broadcast should reflect on their less than  
satisfactory performance – surely researching 
the correct pronunciation of names is part of 
their brief? Or am I being too anal? 
 
On the subject of professional analysts, hat tip 
to Mark Van D for his consistently high quality 
articles on your platform. 
 
-Steve Carter 
Cape Town 
 
PS: Mweb continues to block you. I can only 
access you via my work address. I tried to 
send an email from my mweb address, but 
sadly you are persona non grata. What have 
you done to offend the termites? 

Hong Kong jockeys are 
rolling in cash 

 
WOULD you rather work harder for less money or work 
less for more? 
 
Jockeys Silvestre de Sousa and Grant van Niekerk are 
making money hand over fist in Hong Kong, not riding 
near as many times as they do in their home countries. 
 
De Sousa, the Brazilian, is having a terrific time of it – he 
is already ninth in the jockeys’ championship with 11 
winners, 13 seconds and nine thirds from 103 rides. 
 
The most interesting number though is HK$31,691,040 – 
the amount of prize money his horses have won. 
 
To provide some context, De Sousa had 935 rides in 
Britain this year, winning 176 races, collecting 133  
seconds and 109 thirds. 
 
The combined earnings of those horses? They collected 
£3,290,116, which translates (at the current exchange 
rate) into HK$32,547,855. 
 
So within 14 meetings in Hong Kong, De Sousa has  
almost matched the prize money he won riding across 
seven months in Britain. 
 
To break it down even further, that translates into 
HK$307,680 a ride in Hong Kong and HK$34,810 a ride 
in Britain. When it comes to prize money, the gulf  
between the two is enormous. 
 
De Sousa is one of the hardest working jockeys in his 
home jurisdiction, he rides most days, travelling around 
the country with his driver, while his manager would 
also take a clip of his earnings. 
 
There is a big difference in tax rates too – 45 per cent 
for the top bracket of earners in Britain and just 15 per 
cent in Hong Kong. 
 
Grant van Niekerk’s prize money earnings ha also in-
creased dramatically. In South Africa last season, Van 
Niekerk had 107 winners from 552 rides, collecting 
R20,087,575 (HK$10,991,552). In less than four months 
in Hong Kong he has 12 winners and 17 placings from 
156 rides, while his horses have earned HK$16,160,350. 
 
When it comes to prize money their horses have won, 
defending champion Zac Purton is a long way clear with 
a tick over HK$80 million, Karis Teetan is next with al-
most HK$48 million and then De Sousa is third.  - from 
SCMP. 
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Awaiting the water snake 

THERE was a massive hailstorm at Sun City last week, 
causing flooding in large areas of the hotel and casino.  A 
traditional philosopher from the Pilanesberg area this week 
claimed the hailstorm was a sign that the area’s mythical 
water snake had been angered. Grace Masuku, prize-
winning philosopher, said Sun City was built on land be-
longing to the Bakgatla-Ba-Kgafela tribe and its elders 
knew why no one was allowed to enter the sacred area.  
Cousins Gavin and Kevin Lerena went on a midweek break 
to Sun City to relax and enjoy the facilities before Sun City 
is “land-grabbed”. And perhaps to fight the snake! 

His dad is the global king! 

THE progeny of Ascot Stud’s resident stallion Global View 
(Galileo) impressed TBA yearling inspectors Jane Thomas 
and Alistair Gordon recently. There will be three Global 
View yearlings at the Cape Premier Yearling Sale in  
January.  On the photo, Gordon and Thomas  get acquaint-
ed with Global View himself, an imposing specimen. 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.racingassoction.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.kuda.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/
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