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   Wednesday 19 December 2018 www.turftalk.co.za  *  editor@turftalk.co.za 

SOQRAT and connections after his historic win in the Gr1 Cape Guineas. (Wayne Marks). 

Mike de Kock is a major-league trainer 
FOR many people, sport is a numbers game. For those in that category, try this on for size. 

When Randall Simons hit the wire on Soqrat in  
Saturday’s Cape Guineas, Mike de Kock hit a  
number in this country that will be hard to eclipse. 
His 118th grade1 win in three decades as a trainer 
means the following: 
 
He bettered the previous record of 117 held by the 
legendary Terrance Millard who retired in 1991. 
 
It is 12 more grade 1s than former champion David 
Payne, who won every grade 1 race in SA —  
including the 1972 Durban July with In Full Flight —  
before moving to Australia. The 70-year-old Payne 
saddled his 106th grade1 winner in Sydney in 2017. 
 
De Kock’s total is 27 more than the number of 
Grand Prix wins by Michael Schumacher. He won 91 
and Lewis Hamilton’s tally is 73. 
 
De Kock is a keen golfer and his total is 100 more 
than Jack Nicklaus, who won 18 Majors. 
 
Commenting on his website, De Kock said: "Just to 
be mentioned in the same breath as Terrance  
Millard is good enough for me. What I remember 
from those days is that we were absolutely in awe 
of him." 
 
The spotlight was on Simons in Saturday’s race, and 
the 32-year-old was undaunted about taking on a 
trio of top jockeys in Anton Marcus, Richard Fourie 
and Bernard Fayd’Herbe. 

Commenting on Soqrat’s win, Simons said: "His 
temperament makes him special. He did an amazing 
job to get to Bernard [on Twist Of Fate]". 
 
De Kock’s son, Mathew, was beaming from ear to 
ear as Soqrat returned to the winner’s circle. "We 
had the hiccup with his travelling down, but he  
recovered and got better every day. He’s likely to 
stay here for the Queen’s Plate," he said. 
 
After the Green Point Stakes, it was the view of 
most pundits that the Queen’s Plate would be a four
-horse affair concerning the first four home in the 
Green Point Stakes — Legal Eagle, Undercover 
Agent, Do It Again and Rainbow Bridge. 
 
With Soqrat a year younger than much-vaunted 
Rainbow Bridge and July winner Do It Again, the 
son of Epaulette, who stands at a fee of R283,332 
in Australia, has to have a realistic chance of throw-
ing down the gauntlet to his older rivals. 
 
Add to this another confirmed De Kock runner in 
Buffalo Bill Cody and we have a race of mouth-
watering proportions. 
 
It has been an eventful month for De Kock who, 
with businessman Charles Savage, was elected to 
the board of the Racing Association. 
 
"The election of no-nonsense sharpshooter Mike de 
Kock and businessman Charles Savage (to page2) 
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MAJOR-LEAGUE TRAINER (fm p1) 
 
should hail a clean-up and a new age of  
accountability for the owner body," The Sporting 
Post reported. "The announcement of joint-
chairmen Robert Bloomberg and Mark Currie to the 
Kenilworth Racing Board is a move to unite and 
bury the conflicts of the north and south." 
 
For Bloomberg, the appointment comes while Cape 
racing is facing serious challenges.—David Mollett/
Business Day. 

Cartier Paddock Stakes 
draws top entries 

 
CHAMPION fillies of their respective generations Oh 
Susanna and Front And Centre are set to go toe to 
toe in the Cartier Paddock Stakes during the 
L’Ormarins Queen’s Plate Festival on Saturday, 5 
January. 
 
Mike de Kock’s Cascapedia, third in the recent Sum-
mer Cup, is another who has to be given the  
maximum respect, while Dennis Drier’s Lady In 
Black lowered the colours of Oh Susanna last time, 
and is top class in her own right.   
 
Sean Tarry’s Return Flight won the Grade 1 
Thekwini in July, and is also bound to have her 
supporters.  
 
R1-million CARTIER PADDOCK STAKES (WFA) 
(Grade 1) For Fillies & Mares at Weight For Age 
WFA: 3yrs-6.0kgs 4yrs-0.5kgs, 1800m 
 
13 CASCAPEDIA (IRE) (5M) 60.0 110 B Mike de 
Kock 
14 BRAVE MOVE (5M) 60.0 107 Adam Marcus 
5 LOVE TO BOOGIE (5M) 60.0 103 B Andre Nel 
15 SYLVAN ON FIRE (5M) 60.0 98 B Candice  
Dawson 
9 SAFE HARBOUR (5M) 60.0 97 B Sean Tarry 
11 OH SUSANNA (AUS) (4F) 59.5 121 Justin Snaith 
4 LADY IN BLACK (4F) 59.5 108 Dennis Drier 
10 FIORELLA (4F) 59.5 106 Duncan Howells 
1 MIYABI GOLD (4F) 59.5 105 Justin Snaith 
17 FRESNAYE (4F) 59.5 104 Joey Ramsden 
7 HASHTAGYOLO (4F) 59.5 104 Dean Kannemeyer 
3 ELUSIVE HEART (4F) 59.5 103 Glen Kotzen 
6 MISS KATALIN (4F) 59.5 101 Justin Snaith 
12 FRONT AND CENTRE (3F) 54.0 110 Brett  
Crawford 
2 RETURN FLIGHT (3F) 54.0 104 Sean Tarry 
16 SECOND REQUEST (3F) 54.0 101 Sean Tarry 
8 SANTA CLARA (3F) 54.0 97 Candice  
Bass-Robinson. 
-TAB News. 

READERS’ LETTERS TO TURF TALK 
 
Great opportunity for L’Ormarins 
  
If I was a marketer, the L’Ormarins Queen’s Plate 
would present a fantastic opportunity to promote 
their brand and perhaps the best race day we’ll see 
next year. Of course they have already done well 
with their race, but they won’t find another chance 
as good to promote the best horses in the land in a 
single race. Come on Mrs Rupert, let’s see a few full-
page adverts in newspapers, like they do when Winx 
is running in Australia! 
 
-Johan Swanepoel 
Bloemfontein 
 
We all love ‘Van D’ 
 
Just a short note to thank you for an excellent article 
by Mark van Deventer on money management! (Turf 
Talk Newsletter, 7 Dec). 
 
-Paul Alexander 
Johannesburg. 
 
Not forgetting ‘Molly’ 
 
Thank you for introducing Dave Mollett to Turf Talk. 
I’ve read his columns since the days of the Rand  
Daily Mail, and that is going back decades! 
 
-Winston, 
Sandringham 
 
Page 3 Girl! 
 
Turf Talk why don’t you introduce a Page 3 Girl like 
they used to have in The Sun Newspaper in the UK 
and even in our own “Die Son” which I don’t see 
around any longer. There must be hundreds of  
beautiful South African girls who can pose, with or 
without horses. 
 
-Name withheld by request 
Parow 
 
Do we need so many? 
 
Tellytrack are using four presenters per race, one in 
studio, two on track and the commentator all give 
their views before race starts. For me, too much con-
fusing info. Cut to the chase please, a winner per 
race. No use for anybody discussing all the runners. 
 
-Jaco T 
Mooinooi 
 

Write to us.  editor@turftalk.co.za 
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SA’S RACING 
 BIBLE! 

HORSES running wild to escape 2017’s San Luis Rey Fire. 

The San Luis Rey fire left unhealable scars 
THERE are a few old patches of blackened cacti peppering the natural amphitheatre to the 
east, a stone plinth on those same hills marking the ghost of a house reduced to dust and  
ashes, one lone palm tree on the west side scorched around the crown, and, perhaps most 
tellingly, the skeletal remains of large steel muck crates, their charred husks waiting to be 
repurposed with new skins of sheet metal. 

The ceaselessness of life, or as the naturalist John Muir put 
it, time’s “endless song” – it’s quite the theme at San Luis 
Rey Downs. 
 
That’s because, if you take a stroll today around the matrix of 
dirt paths, all leading in some way or another to and from the 
training track, there are scant other visible reminders of the 
devastating fire that tore through the facility exactly one year 
ago today, killing 46 horses and altering forever the course of 
too many lives. 
 
The barns of cinders and gnarled steel have been replaced by 
two gargantuan pavilions, like giant white circus tents, each 
housing a maze of airy stalls. The red tiles of the remaining 
barns have been replaced with galvanized steel. Red, of 
course, for continuity’s sake. 
 
Should tragedy come once again knocking, the entire San 
Luis Rey Downs staff are simply that much better prepared, 
said facility general manager Kevin Habell. 
 
“Everyone has learned from that day - now we’re experts in 
the field,” said Habell. Routine safety meetings. An app on 
Habell’s phone, alerting him to nearby wildfires. “We know 
how to respond faster. It’s been a team building experience, 
that’s for sure.” 

As for the mental scars — well now, those are the sorts of 
things that no lick of paint can hide. 

“I’ll still cry, oh yeah - probably once a 
month. You’ll think about it. Something 
just triggers it,” Habell admitted. Some-
times, provocation can be as nondescript 
as speaking with someone who was there 
that day. “The look in their eye, you can 
just tell,” he said. 
 
“You’ll have in your mind a barn burning. 
Or, when you saw a horse carcass,” he 
added. “If I was a good artist, I could 
draw you a perfect image. The flames. The 
embers. Everything. The barns. The  
melted steel.”  - TRC/Daniel Ross. 

http://www.morrisvee.co.za/
http://www.saturfdirectory.co.za/order.htm
http://www.saturfdirectory.co.za/order.htm
http://www.saturfdirectory.co.za/order.htm
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SEASON’S GREETINGS FROM  
HEVERSHAM PARK FARM 

GAUTENG’S BIGGEST STUD FARM. HOME OF WINGS OF DESIRE (GB) AND MOOFEED (AUS) 

www.hevershampark.co.za 

A digital tattoo for 
horses in USA 

THE US Thoroughbred Racing Protective 
Bureau has created a digital identification 
tattoo for racehorses and expects the  
system to be implemented by 2020 across 
North America, the organization announced 
Tuesday.  
 
With wireless technology, the tattoo will 
require two-factor authentication–scanning 
a microchip and uploading updated digital 
photos of horses of racing age–to provide a 
superior form of identification and further 
ensure integrity.  
 
All registered owners must now ensure that 
their Thoroughbreds have been  
microchipped and registered with The  
Jockey Club.  - TDN 

http://www.hevershampark.co.za
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SO here’s a scene from last year’s L’Ormarins Queen’s Plate After Party, which looks real fine. Tickets, for 
over 18s only, can be purchased from Computicket.  The race takes place on 5 January. 

The magic of Summerveld Training Centre 
AS far as training centres go, Summerveld ranks up there with the best and Candiese Marnewick captured 
a few images this morning on what she described simply as “a hot Summerveld morning”. 
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Last Of The Summer Wine 

IF one is to go out in style, it should be on horseback! 
Here’s an old dame with a pulling trolley and her husband 
on a rocking horse, whip and all. In the next frame, the 
whip was removed by leftist tree huggers. 

‘Tis the season to be smiling 

AND away from seasonal sarcasm, let’s all take a moment 
today to follow the example of this Clydesdale gelding to 
smile at someone! A smile can light up even the ugliest of 
faces, while the pretty ones look even prettier. It will cost 
you zero, perhaps a single smile can make a big difference 
to your day! 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.racingassoction.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.kuda.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/
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