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   Tuesday 18 December 2018 www.turftalk.co.za  *  editor@turftalk.co.za 

HEAD Honcho (Keagan De Melo) in the winner’s enclosure with trainer André Nel. (Wayne Marks). 

Nel cautions: “Don’t overblow Head Honcho” 
IMPRESSIVE GR 2 WINNER STILL LOOKS VALUE FOR SUN MET 

SENIOR handicapper Lennon Maharaj could give Head Honcho a merit rating of up to 117 (13 
up from 104), after his inspiring win in Saturday’s Gr2 WSB Premier Trophy over 1800m at 
Kenilworth, though trainer André Nel has cautioned that this easy victory may have   
flattered his runner somewhat. 

Maharaj must have watched the exciting replay of 
the race, like we did. It shows Head Honcho  
drawing away smartly to beat a hot field by 3.50-
lengths, easing down at the line and still clocking a 
good time. 
 
Nel said: “Yes, the win was easy on the eye, Head 
Honcho actually surprised us, but while it looks like 
he’s quickening away, he was just maintaining his 
gallop. He’s a powerful galloper with a high cruising 
speed and there was a good pace on, which suited 
him. Keagan De Melo kept him within range of the 
pacemaker, Milton, and he simply kept up his gallop 
to run strongly past the leader.” 
 
Ante-post punters should take note of this  
observation by Nel, who is maturing as a trainer 
and starting to churn out excellent results for  
owner/breeder Sabine Plattner.  
 
Head Honcho will be going straight into the Sun Met 
and Nel said: “If he didn’t win the Premier Trophy 
we would have raced him again to get his merit up, 

but he’s done enough now and he also seems to 
enjoy a bit of a longer break between his races, he 
comes out fresh and well. 
 
“Look, I’m not saying he won’t be a factor in the 
Met, he’s an improved horse, I’d say he has good 
place prospects. To my mind, Do It Again will be the 
horse to beat.” 
 
Head Honcho looked like a mid-division handicapper 
for most of his four-year-old career, but turned the 
corner during the KZN Champions Season with a 
Listed win over 1800m and a Gr3 win over 2200m. 
 
Nel said: “We initially thought of Head Honcho as a 
miler, his pedigree suggested as much, but we have 
a few Querari’s in the stable and some have had us 
scratching our heads with distance, they are  
versatile.  Head Honcho won twice over 1950m in 
Durban and pulled off the Listed Sledgehammer 
over 1800m. I was annoyed that he couldn’t get into 
the Durban July after his Listed win, I was confident 
he could run a place, but we were  (to page 2) 
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PHUMELELA Executive Clyde Basel, almost at maximum stretch over all those boxes, gave away R20,000 of 
Home Appliances to an elated Latasha Stevens at Kenilworth on Saturday, courtesy of sponsor World 
Sports Betting. Santa and his Elves helped to spread the festive cheer at a good race meeting. (Photo: 
Racing. It’s A Rush). 

De Beyer’s milestone 
 

PARADE March, bred and owned 
by Peter De Beyer in partnership 

with Colin Govindasamy, P 
Blackburn, A Hawkins as P Mar-
tin, gave De Beyer a milestone 
100th winner with Gen Kotzen’s 
Woodhill Racing at Kenlworth on 

Saturday. The gelding by  
Marchfield won 1.25-lengths 
under Bernard Fayd’Herbe, 

starting at 15-2. — Photo by 
Chase Liebenberg. 

HEAD HONCHO (fm p 1) 
 
excluded. 
 
“Anyway, that’s water under the bridge now. 
Head Honcho runs well for Keagan, we’ll 
keep him on in the Sun Met and the 2000m 
looks ideal for them.” 
 
Betting World is offering 5-1 a place on 
Head Honcho as we speak, which could be 
value. 
 
The five-year-old has won eight of 17 starts 
for well over R1-million in prize earnings.—tt 

BETTING WORLD’S EARLY ODDS 
ON SUN MET 

 
BETTING WORLD has priced up as follows on the R5-

million Sun Met over 2000m on 26 January: 
 

5-2 (28-10) Rainbow Bridge 
28-10 (5-2) Do It Again 

15-2 (8-1) Buffalo Bill Cody 
8-1 Undercover Agent 

10-1 Oh Susanna 
12-1 (10-1) Hawwaam 

14-1 and upwards others. 
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SA’S RACING 
 BIBLE! 

GREG Nelligan. 

Float driver spills the 
beans in doping case 

MELBOURNE. - A key player in the 'Aquanita Eight' 
doping conspiracy has admitted giving horses  
illegal race day treatments for trainer Robert 
Smerdon and other members of a "circle of trust". 

Float driver Greg Nelligan said he and Smerdon had an 
agreement that a "top-up" meant administering sodium bicar-
bonate and Tripart paste to horses on race days. 
 
"Between Robert and myself it later became a signal to do a 
race day treatment," Nelligan told the Victorian Civil and Ad-
ministrative Tribunal on Monday. 
 
Nelligan initially said only he and Smerdon were involved, 
before admitting other members of the Aquanita eight were 
part of the "circle of trust" who knew about the race day top-
ups. 
 
Forced to give evidence to give evidence at four trainers' ap-
peals, Nelligan said the top-ups happened for some years 
before he was caught in October 2017. 
 
Nelligan said he did not actually administer the top-ups each 
time he was asked. 
 
"I'd just pretend I'd done it," he said. "I was frightened of 
being caught every time." 

Nelligan was not paid to do the top-ups. 
 
Asked why he did it, he said: "I was 
asked." 
 
Eight people associated with thoroughbred 
management company Aquanita Racing 
were banned over the conspiracy to cheat 
in more than 100 races over seven years. 
 
During his early evidence implicating 
Smerdon, Nelligan said he only actually 
administered the top-ups a maximum of 
20 times because he was afraid of being 
caught. 
 
Nelligan was then asked about texts found 
on his mobile after he was caught insert-
ing a syringe into the Smerdon-trained 
Lovani's mouth on Turnbull Stakes day in 
2017. 
 
In texts with Queensland trainer Liam 
Birchley on the eve of the 2015 Melbourne 
Cup, Nelligan claimed he had "two Cup 
horses as well". 
 
He texted: "Robert had me do one for the 
guy with the Cup horses a few years ago 
so it's not out of the circle of trust but I 
still don't tell him." 
 
Nelligan on Monday said he had no recol-
lection of that and no idea why of he 
talked about giving bicarb top-ups to Cup 
horses. 
 
"I never did a Cup horse."  
-punters.com.au 

http://www.morrisvee.co.za/
http://www.saturfdirectory.co.za/order.htm
http://www.saturfdirectory.co.za/order.htm
http://www.saturfdirectory.co.za/order.htm
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SEASON’S GREETINGS FROM  
HEVERSHAM PARK FARM 

GAUTENG’S BIGGEST STUD FARM. HOME OF WINGS OF DESIRE (GB) AND MOOFEED (AUS) 

www.hevershampark.co.za 

A place that’s 
easy to like! 

SATURDAY’s Gr1 Cape Guineas 
winner Soqrat has settled down 
beautifully at Milnerton in Cape 
Town and his next mission is the 
Gr1 L’Ormarins Queen’s Plate on 5 
January. He will be joined by his up
-and-coming stablemate Buffalo Bill 
Cody and half a dozen other superb 
milers in one of the greatest renew-
als of the race in history—a sensa-
tional way to start the racing year. 
“Buffalo Bill Cody will be leaving for 
Cape Town shortly. It will give us a 
chance to show him the track like 
Mathew (de Kock) did with Soqrat 
recently,” said trainer Mike de Kock 
after ‘Buffalo Bill’ won at  
Turffontein on Tuesday.—tt. 

http://www.hevershampark.co.za


8 

 

HERE’s a beautiful photo to start the week, taken on a ‘Press Morning’ at top jumps trainer Nicky  
Henderson’s historic “Seven Barrows” yard near Lambourn, UK. Henderson calls it “the perfect place to 
train” and indeed in July reached the 3000 career winner mark. He’s trained star jumpers like Altior, Buveur 
d’Air, L’Ami Serge, Might Bite, Top Notch the star chaser Sprinter Sacre. 

Tabcorp Australia rebrands for business 
THE multibillion-dollar tie-up of Australia’s 
two biggest gambling companies is gathering 
pace, as Tabcorp this week finally pulls the 
trigger on the transition of Tatts Group’s 
struggling UBET retail betting shops and 
online wagering service into the well-known 
TAB brand. 

Nearly a year after Tabcorp and Tatts sealed the 
mega-merger of their extensive gaming businesses 
across the nation, the combined entity on Monday 
formally abandons the UBET brand that has operat-
ed in Queensland, South Australia, Tasmania and 

the Northern Territory, where Tatts held exclusive 
retail betting licences. 
 
The move means a rebrand of 1300 UBET outlets 
across retail betting venues and racetracks, and 
“several hundred thousand” UBET accounts on the 
internet and smartphone apps, said Tabcorp’s head 
of wagering, Adam Rytenskild. 
 
Their new name, TAB, is Tabcorp’s wagering brand 
used in Victoria, New South Wales and the  Capital 
Territory. “This is a really important milestone,  
putting our brand into those states.” -SMH 
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Like Lady and the Tramp? 

THE origin of this gem is unclear, but it looks like the little 
pony is having a good old chat to a mare who stands quite 
ladylike in their horsebox on the way to, what, a  
competition of sorts? The ‘little tramp’ is probably a regular 
companion used to keep her quiet and peaceful, and he 
seems to be succeeding! 

All-round celebrations 

THERE were some celebrations on Sunday at Cape Town’s 
Grand Africa Café, where many hero’s have fallen. Jockey 
Bernard Fayd’Herbe (left) raised a few glasses to his good 
day at Kenilworth, trainer Ricky Le Grange (right) toasted 
another good season in Singapore and retired jockey  
Johnny Geroudis downed a few gins on Soqrat’s success in 
the Guineas. It is rumoured, too, that Johnny has been 
appointed Head Bouncer at Santarama’s Miniland in  
Johannesburg. Well done all! 

EDITORIAL CONTRIBUTIONS WELCOME 
editor@turftalk.co.za 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.racingassoction.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.kuda.co.za/
mailto:editor@turftalk.co.za
http://www.tellytrack.com/
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