
1 

 

   Thursday 13 December 2018 www.turftalk.co.za  *  editor@turftalk.co.za 

PER-Anders Gråberg, will not ride without his whip. 

Jockey would rather ride naked 
than lose his whip 

“I would rather go out there without my breeches, than without my whip.” The words belong 
to jockey Per-Anders Gråberg, a high-class Alpine skier who switched to horse riding “simply 
by accident” at the age of 13 and has since landed 14 riding titles. 

Gråberg is not ‘whip-happy’, quite the opposite, but 
his experience of riding in jurisdictions with  
contrasting whip rules means he has developed 
some interesting views on a subject that has  
become a hot topic. 
 
    *** 
 
It’s a grey November afternoon at Øvrevoll  
racecourse outside Oslo. The penultimate raceday of 
the season offers a very ordinary racecard. Per-
Anders Gråberg (pictured) has flown in from  
Stockholm, for five mounts.  

The 44-year-old will be riding without carrying a 
whip. No, he did not leave it behind in the overhead 
luggage compartment on the flight. Whips are only 
carried in juvenile races in Norway - and then just 
for safety purposes. All other races are contested 
without whips. 

Gråberg is not comfortable with the Norwegian 
rules, probably the strictest in the world. 
 
“In Sweden, we are allowed to hit the horse three 
times, and that's enough in my opinion,” he says. 
“Here we cannot even carry a whip. Don’t get me 
wrong, I’m not in favour of mad whipping.  
 
“I hate it as much as anyone when I see a rider 
using the whip ferociously on an unplaced horse. 
But the whip remains important. I would rather go 
out there without my breeches than without my 
whip. I may need it. The breeches I can really do 
without. 
 
“But, when coming to Øvrevoll, I must comply with 
the rules. A couple of years ago, I rode a horse 
here that failed to turn – we went straight through 
the outside rail. I broke three ribs and got  
sidelined.”                                          (to page2) 
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Outsiders hang from mop strands 
 
NOT sure why, but today’s meeting at the Vaal 
reminds us of a wet mop, being lifted from a 
bucket. The strands are heavy with dirty water 
and if you turn and squeeze it, pieces of muck fall 
from the mop into the bucket. Don’t let this 
strange analogy put you off. Rather think of those 
stands of dirt like a fruit tree in late summer... 
when the ripe, half-rotten fruits are ready to drop 
off! The Vaal fields are very competitive and if you 
can spot the roughies that are ripe for plucking  
(or for falling off on your head), you’ll be able to 
book an exotic holiday tonight! Include at least 
one ripe fruit with your favourites, in every leg… 
and, ironically, they often fall from the bottom of 
the handicaps. A note on our card changes sheet  
below: It is complete except for a late, late 
scratching in Royal Cavalier (R6), who was the 
best bet on the card and has now left us without  
hats under that wet, soggy mop! Anyway, the way 
we read it Lucky Houdalakis looks set for a good 
day, we’ve tipped him to win four and Lucky will 
be hoping we have crystal balls. Value is Zulu 
Dawn (11-2, R8), who should beat the favourite 
if their last run means anything, and maybe  
Written (9-1, R9), she has a nice name. Watch 
out team, the noble steeds campaigning at the 
Vaal can mop the floor with us today! 
 
Vaal Selections: 

Race 1: (1) Black Sail  (7) Tarzan (8) Big Sail 
(11) Bank Robber 
Race 2: (11) Tehuano (10) Rustling Leaf (8) 
Now You See Me (9) Out Of Sight 
Race 3: (10) Jungle Jane (7) Blossom (4) Cape 
Ash (8) Duchessofmarmalade 
Race 4: (2) Nephrite (3) Missouri (10) Savan-
nah King (4) What A Poet 
Race 5: (3) Blanco (1) Mr Cuddles (10) It Must 
Be Fate (6) Brave Detail 
Race 6: (5) Moon Warrior (9) Seventh Son (5) 
(2) Sir Spencer (8) Heywot 
Race 7: (2) Life Is Good (1) Catkin (4) Just As I 
Said (5) Talktothestars 
Race 8: (6) Zulu Dawn (5) Visuality (4) Seattle 
Tango (9) Pale Lilac 
Race 9: (7) Mattina (3) Wine Festival (4) Tricia 
(1) Kilconnel Lass 
Race 10: (7) Written (9) Kissmeinmydreams (4) 
Nicky Noo (2) Burundi Bush 

VAAL CARD CHANGES SHEET 

TOTE BETS WITH INTERBET ARE  
DIRECTED TO TOTE POOLS  

 
Interbet do not offer the “open (Tote) bet” – 100% of all Tote 
bets are directed into the Tote pools. This means that (unlike 
Tote bets placed with bookmakers that lay all or part those 

NOT WITHOUT MY WHIP (fm p1) 
 
Perhaps he got lucky too – such accidents frequently 
have much more severe implications. “It’s not the 
only accident at this course that could have been  
prevented if the rider had a whip,” he says. “I’d say 
there’s a 90 percent chance I could have corrected 
the horse if I’d had the whip in my hand, and I had 
no chance without it.” 
 
Gråberg, a professional jockey since 1995, with eight 
Swedish and two Norwegian championships to his 
name, along with six Scandinavian titles (a now de-
funct award for the top rider in Sweden, Norway and 
Denmark combined), was a good Alpine skier in his 
youth, consistently on the Stockholm team - which is 
one step below the national team. He was successful. 
He was also small and light, however and, as they 
developed and grew, other boys caught up with the 
nimble, well balanced Gråberg. Today, he talks a lot 
about balance when discussing the whip and its role 
in racing. 
 
“I came into racing quite late,” he says, “just by  
accident, since we had a summer place close to jock-
ey and trainer Bisse Lundgren’s farm. I was 13, curi-
ous about these fast horses, and Bisse said, ‘You 
have small feet, you won’t grow tall, you should  
become a jockey.’” Gråberg, who had never sat on a 
horse before, replied, “That sounds cool.” Five years 
later, he took out his apprentice licence, working for 
John Huber and then Mischa Khan at Täby Galopp. 
 
“Starting race riding at 18 was late, compared to 
most other jockeys, but I had been skiing actively 
since the age of four and my balance was quite  
natural – something that helped me immensely. The 
whip helps the balance – riding without it is like a 
skiing without a skiing pole, totally different. 

“In races without whips, riders often start waving the 
reins and shaking about in the saddle at the finish – 
trying to urge their horses - often resulting in the 
horses becoming unbalanced. It’s inefficient and it’s 
ugly.” 
 
Having ridden in all three Scandinavian countries, as 
well as Germany, England and Dubai, Gråberg is used 
to having to adapt to different rules. “In Sweden, 
whip restrictions have over the years been reduced 
from ten strokes to seven, then to five, and in recent 
years down to three strokes only,” he says. “It’s  
similar in Germany, where we are allowed five 
strokes, and this is fair enough, but I have two  
problems with these rules. 
 
“Firstly, that slapping the horse down the neck – 
while keeping your hands on the reins – also counts. 
I feel that’s wrong. It’s just a wake-up call and I don’t 
think it should be treated the same as a back-hander. 
“Secondly, stewards in these countries tend to just 
count, count, count – they do not assess the  
situation. I prefer the English way, where stewards 
don’t just count strokes but look at how the whip is 
being used, how the horse responds and so on. 
 
“It’s not the seven-strokes rule that makes me favour 
England, not at all, but the stewards interpret the 
race and the rule book. Jockeys are given more re-
spect, and there is a better understanding of our job.” 
- Geir Stabell /TRC. 
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GUINEAS master Vaughan Marshall with One World. 

He likes a brawl, 
come prepared 

 
VAUGHAN Marshall’s One World is a 
horse that enjoys a proper race with 
others. He has a big heart and a tank 
full of courage, and his Gr1 Cape  
Guineas rivals will have to come  
prepared on Saturday. 
 
Marshall is aiming at a third successive Cape 
Guineas with sons of the mighty Captain Al, 
and One World seems to have all their class 
and ability, and perhaps even a pinch more 
bravery. 
 
His courageous beating of the older, and 
very capable Kasimir in his 1400m prep in 
October was nothing short of excellent and 
his disposal of Chimichuri Run from a wide 
draw over a mile last time was memorable. 
What beats him, wins! 
 

BETTING WORLD’S LATEST  
 

8-10 ONE WORLD, 33-10 Soqrat, 9-2 
Chimichiri Run, 15-2 Cirillo, 12-1 Twist Of 
Fate, 14-01 Majestic Mozart, 16-1 and better 
others. 

BHA will continue to protect and serve  
THE BHA on Wednesday unveiled its report into six equine fatalities at this year's Cheltenham 
Festival, announcing 17 recommendations designed to reduce injuries at the festival and in 
jump racing as a whole – but chief executive Nick Rust warned the sport must go "a lot further 
and faster" in the coming years. 

The Grand Annual will be limited to 20 runners, 
down from 24, veterinarians will examine every 
runner at the festival before they compete, and 
there will no longer be any weight allowances for 
riders in the Martin Pipe Conditional Jockeys' Handi-
cap Hurdle. 
 
The future of amateur rider participation at the 
Cheltenham Festival in its current form is also 
"under material threat", the report stressed, partic-
ularly as the four-mile National Hunt Chase, re-
stricted to amateur riders and novice chasers, has 

the highest rate of incident at the festival with close 
to one in eight runners falling or being brought 
down. The report urged amateur riders to be aware 
they are subject to particular public scrutiny. 
 
"We have to listen, we have to keep ahead of pub-
lic opinion in the future, we have to keep control of 
the outcomes for our sport and we have to invest 
in future audiences. Part of that is addressing the 
needs of public opinion around welfare. Rust add-
ed: "Welfare standards must be seen to be high, as 
well as being high.  - racing.com. 

http://www.morrisvee.co.za/


6 

 

AG shame, man! Carl and Amanda De Vos of Varsfontein 
Stud look like ‘Ouma and Oupa’ in this photo with Bjorn 
Teunissen, the intrepid young Durban racing fanatic who 
has been named ‘Little Legend’ and recently visited the 
Cape farm to see his favourite horse Bela Bela. He even got 
to sit on her back! All that’s missing from the pic is a pipe 
for Carl and maybe some wool and knitting needles for 
Amanda. Just joking DeVossies, you are both beaming with 
youth! 

Old fashioned hospitality 

A stone’s throw away... 

NOT too far away from Paarl’s Varsfontein you’ll find the 
picture-pretty Winterbach  Stud, owned by Hendrik  
Winterbach senior and junior. They have 10 choice year-
lings going to CPYS on 23 January, some seen here 
stretching their legs in front of the farm’s barn called 
‘Fijndraai’, perhaps a future stallion barn? 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.racingassoction.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.kuda.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/
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