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   Friday 7 December 2018 www.turftalk.co.za  *  editor@turftalk.co.za 

NAFAAYES, one well-backed winner on Summer Cup day. (JC Photos). 

Manage your money to prevent a “tilt” 
Moving horses around the country to maximise their careers requires sharp judgement.  

Admittedly, it’s sometimes just a desperate last roll 
of the dice when an infirm battler is banished to a 
weaker centre to get patched up and try fluke a  
final win, and we’re all familiar with upper-class 
horses trekking to KZN for prestigious Stakes races 
during Winter or heading to Cape Town for the big 
Summer events.  
 
Stuck in between these extremes are the medium 
level horses that can be shifted between centres to 
take advantage of different surfaces, subtly inferior 
fields and varying states of going. 
 
Captain of Tortuga, Saltoro Ridge and The Dazzler 
are cases in point. All were backed to win, and got 
the job done, after relocating. The former used to 

be with Snaith Racing in the Cape and won by four 
lengths first time out for Ormond Ferraris in a 
Turffontein sprint.  
 
Saltoro Ridge has been quite the traveller, starting 
his racing career in Cape Town, moving up to Port 
Elizabeth then continuing his coastal adventure in 
Durban. The gelding shortened from 11/1 to 3/1 in 
a Novice 1600m contest at Greyville as some clever 
punters hooked him up in doubles with Sharpe’s 
Eagle, (also from the canny Andre Nel stable) – he 
prevailed over Waiting for Change to land the strike. 
 
The Dazzler won on debut for James Goodman at 
50/1 in May 2017 and ran some decent races in KZN 
before being sold at a dispersal when  (to page 3) 
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TOTE BETS WITH INTERBET ARE  
DIRECTED TO TOTE POOLS  

 
Interbet do not offer the “open (Tote) bet” – 100% of all Tote 
bets are directed into the Tote pools. This means that (unlike 
Tote bets placed with bookmakers that lay all or part those bets 
themselves), the “rake” from the Tote pools goes directly to-
wards running horseracing and paying owners’ stakes.  

@turftalk1 

MANAGE YOUR MONEY (fm p1) 
 
Goodman retired. Re-emerging in the Mike de Kock 
stable on the Highveld, the son of Mogok has done 
well in Assessment Plates and, most recently, in an 
MR 90 Handicap. He beat off Tendre after being 
backed from 5/2 into 18/10, to conclude the Sum-
mer Cup program. Other well supported horses to 
score at that Saturday meeting were Comaneci (9/2 
– 3/1), Schippers (5/1 – 33/10), Nafaayes (5/1 – 
7/2) and Zillzaal (4/1 – 2/1). 
 
The name “Comaneci” refers to Nadia Comaneci, a 
petite Romanian gymnast who attained the first 
ever perfect ten score at the Olympics. She  
performed this feat on the uneven bars and went 
on to record six other 10’s in Montreal in 1976, add-
ing two subsequent faultless scores when collecting 
gold at the 1980 Moscow Olympics. 
 
Achieving perfect ratings in events that are qualita-
tively judged by flawed, and sometimes biased, ob-
servers is problematic. Questionable scoring practic-
es don’t apply in racing, of course, where the out-
come is reflected unequivocally by finishing posi-
tion, yet no punter can ever hope to achieve perfec-
tion. Instead, in the period under review, there 
were far more money-burning misses, than  
accurate hits.  
 
The Vaal meeting on 29 November, Greyville on the 
30th and Scottsville’s 2nd December card were par-
ticularly punishing on Interbet punters. When  
backers took on a vulnerable favourite, it won for 
fun and when hammering popular short- priced fan-
cies, punters watched them got rolled. Such are the 
harsh realities of wagering on “da ponies” – scien-
tific researchers would drily describe horse racing as 
a “low validity environment.”  
 
Mathematical simulations show what sequence of 
losers we can expect at varying levels of proficien-
cy. When backing winners at a 25% rate, there’s a 
10% chance of suffering 9 losses in a row and a 
1% chance of that losing sequence stretching to a 
dispiriting 17 in succession. At a 30% hit rate 
there’s a 5% chance of enduring nine losers in a 
row. If improving the win rate to an exceptional 
40%, then there’s still a 10% chance of having 5 
losers one after another and a 1% chance of  
suffering 10 consecutive beats. 
 
The maths may be mind-numbing, but the lesson is 
clear. Even at a perfectly respectable hit rate, a 
smart horseplayer needs to make provision, both 
financially and psychologically, for dry spells. Pro-
fessional bettors prefer to bet a small percentage of 
a big bankroll each time, ensuring that there is very 
little chance of them blowing their capital during the 
inevitable losing streaks when their handicapping 
methods, or the racing gods, desert them. 
 
Everybody is different in the very personal act of 
betting. It depends on temperament – true  
gamblers love taking risks and shooting for big 
scores, whilst grinders are conservative in their ap-
proach, hate to lose and are happy to secure a 
modest return with safer investments.   
 
Ashley Revell would fit into the gambler group, for 
sure. He sold all his worldly possessions and staked 
the whole lot (USD 135 000) on red (to page 4) 

Study the odds carefully 
 
THE opening calls on the Vaal meeting today has 
two notable prices. In Race 1, Upskilled is as shirt as 
9-10, with the field at 7-1 bar one. Upskilled fin-
ished a close second on debut but was beaten by 
the moderate Queen Rachel, which makes Cop 
Shop a value bet as 7s. On what has been exposed 
she seems on the same level or better than the fa-
vourite so 7s looks a good price. Then, in Race 8, 
there is a nice up-and-coming three-year-old called 
Big Voice Jack. He is the second highest-rated in 
the field, with the lowest weight— has no easy task 
against his elders but should at least get some place 
money at 10-1. Enjoy the weekend’s racing, the 
Green Point is a great race and the match race looks 
interesting. 
 
Vaal Selections: 
 
Race 1:  (12) Cop Shop (14) Solid Satin (5) Sun 
Up (15) Upskilled 
Race 2: (1) Palace Chapel (3) Oravar (2) Old Man 
Tyme (7) Xplosive Kiss 
Match race: (2) Dan The Lad 
Race 3: (7) Basilica Santo (2) Turf Master (11) 
Paquirri (9) Mount Ranier 
Race 4: (15) Riga D’Ora (5) Riboux En Var (14) 
March To Glory (16) Sacred Dawn 
Race 5: (3) Mrs Simpson (2) Invincible Lady (6) 
Soul Of Wit (5) Sand Princess 
Race 6: (8) Big Voice Jack (6) Changing Seasons 
(5) Verdier (4) Nordic Rebel 
Race 7: (1) Make Your Move (4) Olofberg (3) 
Winter Storm (7) Tidal Tussle 
Race 8: (3) State Trooper (4) Mount Keith (8) 
True Words (5)Twelve Oaks 
Race 9: (3) Nicky Noo (10) Goodness Me (8) 
Fararanga (14) Wrap It Up 
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MANAGE YOU MONEY (fm p3) 
 
in a single roulette spin at a Vegas casino. When 
it came up red- seven, he used the winnings of 
USD 270 000 to establish his own online poker 
site. 
 
In either group of gamblers or grinders, you’ll find 
those that like to back a horse to win a specific 
amount, whilst others work out their edge based 
on probability and the available odds then adjust 
their stake accordingly. Many players are not 
nearly so calculating, preferring, instead, to make 
bets based on their instinctive feel for the  
proposition, and the amounts of ready cash they 
can lay their hands on. 
 
The Scottsville Sunday meeting proved hellish for 
punters. They lumped on to Enterthedebutante 
(22/10), Alfonso Spagoni (13/10), Awayinthe-
woods (12/10), Silver Rose (3/1), Buffalo Soldier 
(2/1) and Chantyman (18/10) then looked on as 
one market springer after another each found a 
way to get run over.  
 
Mentally strong pro players resist going “on tilt” 
when this happens. As alluded to above, by only 
betting a sensible proportion of bankroll, they’ve 
automatically set a daily loss limit to protect 
themselves against too steep an erosion in their 
betting capital when hopelessly wrong on one 
dark day. 
 
One of Cape Town’s most enduring horseplayers, 
aka C.L. the Sage, would offer wise counsel to 
novices – “This is a long game,” he would say. By 
that he meant that it takes persistence and a 
steady temperament to stay the course.  
 
In the short term the craziest things can, and of-
ten do, wreck any single bet, but a truly commit-
ted player measures his ability over more lengthy 
periods. If handicapping methods and money 
management principles are sound, then getting 
out of the red and into the black profit zone is an 
attainable long- term goal.  - tt. 

Accolades to Captain Lars! 
 
THE Arena Racing Company, the UK's largest race-
course group, on Thursday night named South African 
–bred Captain Lars (Captain Al), the UK’s Outstanding 
All-Weather Horse for 2018. The Klawervlei-bred has 
won 23 career races, of which 11 wins were posted 
this year alone. The now nine-year-old gelding is 
trained by Archie Watson.  - tt. 

The Quiet before the storm 

JOCKEY Bernard Fayd’Herbe has plenty of faith in 
Rainbow Bridge, on record as saying this is one he will 
stick with. The unbeaten four-year-old is in the deep 
end in tomorrow’s Grt2 Green Point Stakes, promising 
to be one of 2018’s best races. “May the best horse 
win!” tweeted Bernard. 
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KIERAN Shoemark, out of line. 

UK jockey on razor’s edge 
ONE of British Flat racing's most promising young  
jockeys is facing a lengthy ban after failing a drugs test. 

Kieran Shoemark, who has ridden for the Queen, has not  
competed since four rides at Wolverhampton on November 24. 
He was due at Kempton last Wednesday but was stood down. 
 
Having failed the test, believed to be for cocaine, the 22-year-old 
is sidelined under BHA medical protocols until December 28. 
 
Paul Struthers, chief executive of the Professional Jockeys  
Association, said: “Through the PJA, Kieran would like to  
sincerely apologise for his actions that led to the positive sample. 
 
“In particular, we would like to apologise to (trainer) Roger  
Charlton, the owners and team at Beckhampton Stables and his 
family. He accepts full responsibility for his mistakes and would 
also like to apologise to his colleagues and the wider sport. 
 
“He is determined to face up to any issues he may have and with 
the support of his family and the PJA is already fully engaged 
with the support structures in place. 
 
'It is important to have the necessary support structures for 
those members who want and need help. We can condemn the 
behaviour without condemning the individual.' 
 
Shoemark's talents saw him narrowly miss out on the apprentice 
jockey championship last year when he rode 65 winners. These 
included a first Royal Ascot victory on Charlton-trained Atty 
Persse, who won the King George V Handicap. 
 
Charlton has been Shoemark's biggest supporter. 

Shoemark has ridden only 32 winners this 
year but the reduced tally can be  
attributed to a fall at Lingfield in June 
which left him with a punctured lung and 
six broken ribs after Estupendo fell fatally. 
It put the rider out of action until late  
August. 
 
Shoemark hails from a racing family. His 
brother Conor is a jump jockey while his 
father Ian and grandfather Bill were  
successful jump jockeys. 
 
BHA regulations state that a first offence 
positive test for cocaine normally carries a 
six-month suspension.— Daily Mail. 

De Kock’s pair will 
gallop at Kenilworth 

MIKE de Kock’s Guineas contenders 
Soqrat (Cape Guineas, photo)) and 
Ghaalla (Fillies Guineas) will be galloping 
at Kenilworth tomorrow ahead of next 
week’s contests. 
 
The pair encountered a setback travelling 
to Kenilworth when they were stuck on 
the road for 27 hours and De Kock re-
ported: “They spent the whole week  
recovering, doing nothing. Bur for the 
long trip, their preps have gone well.” 
 
Soqrat is set to take on a strong field 
including Vaughan Marshall’s unbeaten 
One World, while Ghaalla is up against 
the likes of Front and Centre, Temple 
Grafin and Clouds Unfold.  - tt. 

http://www.morrisvee.co.za/


7 

 

http://www.capethoroughbredsales.com/


8 

 

Richard… gone fishing... 

SO here’s the reason why jockey Richard Fourie (right, 
back), is not always 20 or 30 winners clear of his rivals on 
the National Jockeys Log. When the others go travelling in 
search of winners, Richard goes fishing, preferring a  
balanced lifestyle to the title race. Others on the photo are 
former jockey Andrew Nienaber (front, left), Gareth van 
Blerk and Ryan Nienaber (front). 

MJ… Nou gaan ons braai! 

JOCKEY MJ Byleveld is missing out due to injury on a  
potential winning ride in next week’s Gr1 Cape Guineas, a 
race he’s won two years in a row, but his heart and soul 
remains with One World and the Vaughan  Marshall yard 
and he’s up early every day in support. Here’s MJ this 
morning, basting steak and chops for a stable breakfast.  If 
we bring Olof and Ice to get the party started, will Vaughan 
let us into the yard? 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
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