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   Thursday 6 December 2018 www.turftalk.co.za  *  editor@turftalk.co.za 

SILVER Maple showed plenty of pace at Kenilworth and won well. (Wayne Marks). 

Now we have a proper title race! 
JUSTIN Snaith and Richard Fourie bagged four winners together at Kenilworth on Wednesday 
and Snaith won another race partnering with Aldo Domeyer to take their tallies for the season 
to 70 winners (16.5%) and 64 winners (26.3%) respectively, for the 2018/19 season. 

“Everything has to go right for a stable to saddle 
five winners and Richard added his magic touch in 
some places,” said Snaith after the meeting. 
 
Snaith and Fourie have the second-highest strike 
rates in the land and Snaith was cruising along in 
defence of his Trainer’s Title until Saturday, when 
the former champion Sean Tarry saddled six winners 
at Turffontein including a Listed and two Graded 
races and shot over R1-million clear in the definitive 
stakes race. 
 
“We were having fun out in front until Sean Tarry 
decided to get silly on Saturday,” Snaith quipped 
this morning. “Now, the pressure is on but we relish 
competition and Sean is a good guy and a good 
trainer. He hasraised the bar, he is keeping us on 
our toes!” 
 
Snaith’s winners included two sired by Dynasty and 
one apiece by Twice Over and Captain Al, but it was 
his four-year-old Silvano gelding Silver Maple that 

enjoyed most of punters’ attention. 
 
Silver Maple, a full-brother to Mike de Kock’s inter-
national campaigner Janoobi, was all the rage to 
win a MR96 Handicap over 1400m following a good 
second to the unbeaten Rainbow Bridge in a  
conditions race over a mile last month, and duly 
obliged at 7-10. 
 
For the many punters looking forward to Rainbow 
Bridge’s taking on the likes of Legal Eagle and  
Undercover Agent in Saturday’s much talked-about 
Green Point Stakes, the obvious question to ask 
Snaith is, “Does Silver Maple’s franking of the form 
hold enough quality to point to a Green Point win by 
Rainbow Bridge?” 
 
Nobody has a crystal ball and there is no way of 
telling how good Rainbow Bridge really is, but 
Snaith offered: “Silver Maple is not the best horse in 
my yard, but he has ability, he is my best  
handicapped horse. He received (to page 3) 
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Greek Fire looks the business 
 
THE introduction of Assessment Plate have made it 
easier to win because one can banker the highest-
rated horses in these races with a fair amount of 
confidence. We agree with Jack Milner, suggesting 
on TAB News today, that 101-rated Greek Fire 
won’t slip in the back door, rather he’d hit the spot 
and “won’t miss this time”. If one builds all the ex-
otics around the useful Azzie runner the meeting 
looks conquerable, though the usual few trappy 
races will ensure good payouts even if he does win. 
It’s high time we crack a value bet again and per-
haps La Linea (Race 7) is the one to do it at 7-1. 
She’s well-bred, cherry ripe and take a tumble in 
class. Then there is a nice 10-1 shot in Genesis, 
her peak run and handily weighted for high-riding 
Sean Tarry and Lyle Hewitson in a wide open race.  
Bold Coast is value if he goes to 9-2 and up in 
Race 9, he’s a useful sort. Value = Red. 
 
Vaal Selections: 
 
Race 1: (9) Jonathan (12) Palace Assembly (1) 
Dancing Flame (2) Mojito Magic 
Race 2: (12) Kir (10) Azeeza (6) Isovar (1) Grey 
Missile 
Race 3: (11) Approach Control (5) Paused (6) 
Takatul (4) Shangai Tang 
Race 4: (1) Greek Fire (2) Polar Ice (3) Saints 
Alive (7) Philos 
Race 5: (2) Wondrous Climber (8) Village Deep 
(3) Fortune Fella (4) Tapenzee 
Race 6: (4) Glamorous Scandal (2) Animal Lov-
er (12) Blue Sage (3) Seeking Gold 
Race 7: (6) La Linea (4) Littlewood (2) Parisienne 
Chic (3) Little Ballerina 
Race 8: (11) Genesis (7) Ragoon (2) Hakeem (8) 
Before Noon 
Race 9: (1) Bold Coast (7) Combat Muster (10) 
Arrows Of Desire (5) Varimax 
 

TOTE BETS WITH INTERBET ARE  
DIRECTED TO TOTE POOLS  

 
Interbet do not offer the “open (Tote) bet” – 100% of all Tote 
bets are directed into the Tote pools. This means that (unlike 
Tote bets placed with bookmakers that lay all or part those bets 
themselves), the “rake” from the Tote pools goes directly to-
wards running horseracing and paying owners’ stakes.  
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TITLE RACE IS ON (fm p1) 
 
a chunk of weight from Rainbow Bridge last time, 
but he over-raced and I think he could have got 
closer. 
 
“Rainbow Bridge is a top horse, but he will have to 
rise to super-stardom to win the Green Point. Of 
course, if he wins, all the better for our Silver Maple. 
Rainbow Bridge may prove to be better than his rat-
ing, but I think Undercover Agent is the one to keep 
an eye on, he will go close. He is a proven MR120 
and is the biggest danger to Legal Eagle.” 
 
In closing, Snaith noted that he feels Silver Maple is 
more of a sprinter than a miler and said: “He sees 
out the 1400m on the old course well, but the mile 
is perhaps just out of his reach.” 
 
Silver Maple is owned by Greg Bortz, Braam van 
Huyssteen and William Henderson in partnership 
with Gary Lentin of GG Gaming fame.  - tt. 

… and from the Rainbow 
Bridge camp 
 
THE money has come for Rainbow Bridge and Eric 
Sands’ unbeaten star is now 15-10 clear favourite 
for Saturday’s Green Point Stakes with World Sports 
Betting while Betting World has him 16-10 joint fa-
vourite with Legal Eagle. 
 
In normal circumstances Legal Eagle would be  
considered just about unbeatable – he has won the 
Kenilworth Grade 2 in each of the past two seasons 
and he has never been beaten in nine starts over a 
mile. 
 
Sands is under no illusions about the task facing his 
gelding and he said yesterday: “Really, you can’t 
look past Legal Eagle. I can hope – but I just don’t 
know how good my horse is. He has never met the 
likes of a July winner or Undercover Agent, let alone 
a Legal Eagle, and if I run fourth I will have to ac-
cept that my horse is inferior to them.  
 
“If I were to win it that would be great and, from 
the point of view of his preparation and of what has 
happened so far, I couldn’t have asked for better. 
 
“I don’t think he is at his peak yet but he wasn’t for 
the Matchem or the Cape Mile either but he has 
certainly come on since his last run.” 
 
Undercover Agent is third favourite at 5-2 and Brett 
Crawford, who won this with Captain America three 
years ago, expects the Gold Challenge winner to 
put it up to the big two. 
 
Crawford said: “Legal Eagle is a great horse and, so 
far as I’m concerned, he is the one we all have to 
beat. He is at the top of his game whereas Under-
cover is still finding his feet. But this mile is his trip 
– for the moment at least – and he has done excep-
tionally well since his win in a 1 200m pinnacle on 
his return at the end of October.  
 
I am very happy with him, there is room for im-
provement and I am sure he will make Legal Eagle 
run.”  - Michael Clower/Gold Circle. 
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Of Tilbury Fort, Skitt Skizzle 
 
SEAN Tarry said he would keep his feet on the 
ground with G-Bets Summer Cup winner Tilbury Fort 
and he was unlikely to go for the Sun Met. 
 
He had a red letter day on Saturday bagging six 
winners and for the second time this year gave a 
former horse of his a first stakes winner at stud. 
 
Tarry said he would find a Highveld program for 
Tilbury Fort and then have another crack at the 
Vodacom Durban July. 
 
Tarry clinched a first stakes winner for his former 
July winner Pomodoro when Return Flight won the 
Grade 1 Thekwini Stakes over 1600m on Gold Cup 
day at Greyville and on Saturday he clinched a first 
stakes winner for his former inmate Skit Skizzle, 
whose Chris van Niekerk-owned daughter Cordillera 
won the Listed Secretariat Stakes over 1400m. 
 
Both Pomodoro and Skit Skizzle are by the late 
great Jet Master and both are out of Northern Guest 
mares. These are also the same lines upon which 
the great international sprinter J J The Jet Plane 
was bred.  
 
However, Skit Skizzle was not nearly as well  
performed as either Pomodoro or J J. He won three 
ordinary races and in his only attempt at a Graded 
race he finished fourth in the Grade 2 Senor Santa 
Handicap over 1160m. 
 
Tarry said, “He was as good as any of the others 
and won his first race (over 1200m at the Vaal) by 
ten lengths. The difference was we decided not to 
geld him and he just became too heavy. He was a 
massive horse.” 
 
His last race in the June of his four-year-old year 
was mediocre and Tarry and owner Chris van 
Niekerk than asked Neil and Lyth Orford if they 
would like to stand him at their Bosworth Farm Stud 
in Klerksdorp. 
 
In his first season he only received five mares, all 
Bosworth owned. Tarry agreed that considering the 
success Skitt Skizzle had had to date with so few 
mares his future looked exciting and he should now 
receive outside support.  - Michael Clower/Gold  
Circle. 

TILBURY Fort, VDJ is the long-term plan. 

Callan’s welcome winner! 
 
SOUTH African jockey Callan Murray put his name 
up in lights at an important time in his fledging Hong 
Kong career on Wednesday night, kicking home a 
winner with his only ride. 
 
While a host of star jockeys from all over the globe 
may have had their attention fixed firmly on the 
Longines International Jockeys’ Championship, the 
22-year-old’s victory was a significant moment in 
his riding career nonetheless, especially with the 
eyes of the world watching. 
 
He’d only ridden a winner and 12 places before this 
meeting and the pressure is always on to perform. 
While his mounts have eared well in excess of 
$HK2-million, winners are all that matter. 
 
Murray faced a fight to retain the ride on the David 
Ferraris-trained The Sylph going into the race, but 
paid back the faith shown in him when he kicked 
after forcing his way clear at the top of the Happy 
Valley straight. 
 
“It feels great, obviously it’s been a little bit of a 
tough start in Hong Kong but I am so glad to get 
one on the board here, especially since I only had 
one runner tonight. It’s good to go home a winner,” 
he said. 
 
Ferraris was impressed with Murray’s ride and com-
mented: “The Sylph is a difficult horse to ride and 
Callan did very well. They had to ease off the heels 
of another and recovered to win. I will help him 
where I can!” - extracts from SCMP. 

DAVID Ferraris with The Sylph (Callan Murray up). 
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AMANDA Elliott of Victoria Racing. 

Victoria chair lashes out 
at Racing NSW 

Racing NSW announced on Wednesday the $7.5  
million Golden Eagle would be held on Victoria Derby 
day next spring. 
 
The Victoria Derby meeting opens the four days of the 
Melbourne Cup carnival at Flemington and Elliott said 
in a statement the VRC takes Cup week seriously. 
 
She says it sits as one of the top two or three racing 
events in the world while also driving investment into 
the Australian thoroughbred racing industry for all par-
ticipants, including owners, trainers, jockeys, breeders, 
punters and small country race clubs. 
 
"Significantly, it is the single biggest economic contrib-
utor to the national economy of any sporting event," 
Elliott said. 
 
"What I find baffling, is the seeming lack of under-
standing of the importance of this as evidenced by 
recent decisions of RNSW, the lack of understanding 
of the importance of racing patterns and the rhythm of 
the calendar for all participants. 
 
"Nothing about the conduct of those north of the bor-

VICTORIA Racing Club chairman Amanda Elliott 
has gone on the attack over the announcement 
of a new race to be held in Sydney on one of 
Australia's biggest race days. 

der suggests that they have any interest  
whatsoever in the bigger picture. 
 
"Throwing money at 'initiatives' in an isolated  
parochial way, with no sense of respect nor  
apparent interest in any impact to these crucial 
foundations and drivers of our industry, seems 
foreign to us at the VRC." 
 
Chief executive Neil Wilson said while the club 
supported innovation NSW had pushed the  
jurisdiction boundaries. 
 
At the same time, Wilson said Melbourne Cup 
week would retain its status as the No.1 carnival. 
 
"The VRC supports local innovation and appreci-
ates from time to time there are initiatives that 
push the jurisdiction boundaries," Wilson said. 
 
"However there is a threshold and we do not  
support ongoing potentially destructive agendas 
that have no regard for the broader impacts and 
the national responsibilities we all have. 
 
"This announcement will not alter the momentum 
of the VRC's Melbourne Cup week or in any way 
challenge its unequivocal number one status on 
the important measures." 
 
Victorian racing minister Martin Pakula has also 
come out against the timing of the Golden Eagle 
but says it will have minimal effect on field sizes 
at the Melbourne Cup carnival—punters.com.au. 
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LADY jockeys are riding winners all  over the UK at  
present, and they’re fiercely competitive. The four nomi-
nees for Great British Racing (GBR’s) 2018 Lady Jockey 
The Year are (from top left), Bridget Andrews, Nicola  
Currie, Hollie Doyle and Rachel Richardson. 

Ladies, holding their own 

...and here’s Bridget Andrews’ celebrity image used in a 
mural advert for the Leopardstown Christmas Racing  
Festival, said to be an unmissable highlight of the Irish  
racing calendar. 
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