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   Tuesday 4 December 2018 www.turftalk.co.za  *  editor@turftalk.co.za 

Mike de Kock reports on 2019 Dubai string 

MARINARESCO, snapped in his Dubai stable this 
morning by Trevor Brown. 

MIKE de Kock jetted to Dubai on Sunday to start the serious preparation of his runners for 
the 2019 Dubai International Racing Carnival, that opens on Thursday, 3 January. 

De Kock presently has 15 horses in training at Blue 
Stables, and five more are in transit from South 
Africa coming via Mauritius and Newmarket, due to 
arrive in the UAE in the opening week, later than 
normal as recently noted. 
 
De Kock scanned through his Blue Stables list and 
filed the following comments: 
 
Al Sahem 

He was disappointing at last year’s carnival  
 

and tends to have issues, but we’re hoping for a 
better spell this year, he is well. 
 
Alfolk (AUS) 
 
He is doing very well. He’s a stronger horse and I’d 
say a better horse than he was last year, he  
travelled early from South Africa and has been here 
for a while. 
 
Astronomer (IRE) 
 
He’s a nice stayer with good form leased from Aiden 
O’Brien, he’s won four in a row this year but does 
have one or two issues but we hope to see him in 
action this term. 
 
Baroot (GB) 
 
An old soldier, he is rated 99 and qualifies for the 
Carnival. He is looking good, in similar fine form of 
last year. 
 
Bold Rex 
 
He was disappointing last year and he fractured a 
pelvis in his last start. He has recovered, he is doing 
very well and we’re hoping to win with him at this 
year’s Carnival. 
 
Conclusion (JPN) 
 
He is rated 89 and doesn’t qualify for the Carnival, 
bred for the dirt. He is also a leased horse, a two-
time winner in Ireland. 
 
Faith and Fortune (ARG) 
 
A three-year-old purchased by Sheikh Mohammed 
bin Khalifa Al Maktoum in Argentina and he has  
useful form, we’re hoping to have a crack at the 
classics with him. 
 
Fire Away (USA) 
 
An American horse with useful graded form and a 
beautiful pedigree. He’ll be coming back to stud in 
South Africa, he is doing very well.  
 
Icy Trail 

He kept on bleeding last year and was very disap-
pointing. We’ve taken our time with him, he seems 
to be better this year.                           (to page 2) 
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Janoobi 
 
He enjoyed a good carnival last year, looks happy and in 
good form again and we’ll be hoping for similar. 
 
Light The Lights 
 
Another runner in a similar vein of form to last year. 
Hoping to get one win in the Carnival with him. 
 
Marinaresco 
 
Here’s a horse starting to do nicely. We’re hoping to have 
a few runs in the Carnival with him, starting a bit later, 
maybe at the third meeting. He’s going the right way. 
 
Mujaafy (AUS) 
 
Useful South African form, he travelled with Alfolk and 
arrived early. Doing well, we should have a nice season 
with him. 
 
Pertinacious (USA) 
 
Very disappointing last year, but he’s a horse with a 
Maiden win in him. 
 
Suyoof (AUS) 
 
On the disappointing side last year, but he’s looking well 
and working well and we’ll be hoping he can deliver his 
best in the new season. 
 
Horses en route: 
 
Yulong Prince (formerly Surcharge), Yakeen, Royal  
Crusade, Hermoso Mundo and Majestic Mambo.  -tt 

MUJAAFY, arrived early. 

TOTE BETS WITH INTERBET ARE  
DIRECTED TO TOTE POOLS  

 
Interbet do not offer the “open (Tote) bet” – 100% of all 
Tote bets are directed into the Tote pools. This means that 
(unlike Tote bets placed with bookmakers that lay all or 
part those bets themselves), the “rake” from the Tote 
pools goes directly towards running horseracing and pay-
ing owners’ stakes.  

Like a Roulette Wheel 
 
EVEN leading tipster Darryl Maree suggested in 
a tweet last week how hard it is to tip consist-
ently well these days, with form reversals at 
the order of the day. Then we have a certain 
stable traditionally taking punters for a ride of 
their lives and a couple of low MR handicaps 
thrown in for good measure and today’s meet-
ing at the Vaal is nothing short of a roulette 
wheel. Of course, roulette players win often, 
and to have a chance you must have a spin! 
We suggest a value offering in  
Divine Connection (Race 3), dropping in 
class and merit and looks course and distance 
suited. From a top yard, he’s worth an  
eachway tickle. 
 
Vaal Selections: 
 
Race 1: (8) Anjom (5) Fire And Rescue (15) 
Russian Prince (10) Gold Lighting 
Race 2: (4) Torio Lake (10) In The Game 
(15) Two Guns (8) Sky High 
Race 3: (2) Divine Connection (5) Volcanic 
Sunset (3) King Of The Delta (1) Casciano 
Race 4: (4) Noble Princess (9) Gold Scent 
(6) Eternal Summer (6) Take My Word 
Race 5: (1) Tammany Hall (6) Lady Val (7) 
Chitengo (4) Return To Power 
Race 6: (2) Big Myth (10) All I Got (1) Live 
In Love (8) Wings Of Light 
Race 7: (6) Memphis Belle (1) Winter 
Watch (4) Lady Of The World (2) Vine Street 
Star 
Race 8: (5) Ulla (4) Arilel (3) Mademoiselle 
(8) Ilha Da Var 
Race 9: (10) Alex The Great (12) Prince 
Jordan (1) Quattro (13) Seventh Son 

http://www.tabonline.co.za/
http://www.interbet.co.za/
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VEE Moodley. 

Moodley gets NHA’s top job 
VEE Moodley has been appointed as CEO of the National 
Horseracing Authority and has resigned as Phumelela’s  
Executive Director, Sports Betting. 

After studying at the University of Natal and working as Group Ac-
countant for the PMC Group of Companies in KwaZulu-Natal, Vee 
opted for a career path change and joined the National Horserac-
ing Authority as handicapper in 2003. 
 
His thorough knowledge and understanding of horseracing stood 
him in good stead and in 2007 he was promoted to Racing Control 
Manager and Chief Executive Officer designate of the National 
Horseracing Authority. 
 
Vee has a strong financial background and excellent knowledge of 
horseracing and betting and was appointed by Phumelela as Sports 
Betting Executive on 1 July 2010 and as Executive Director: Sports 
Betting on 1 October 2010. Vee was also appointed CEO of Betting 
World, a subsidiary of Phumelela, on 1 June 2015. 
 
Vee takes over the reins at the NHA from Lyndon Barends, who 
resigned at the end of September this year. 
 
Rob Scott, current CEO of Tellytrack, will assume the role of Sports 
Betting Executive. Scott hails from a well-known racing family, with 
both his late brother and uncle respected trainers while his father, 
Tommy, was a steward. Rob has been involved in horse ownership 
for 11 years. 
 
Before his appointment as CEO of Tellytrack, Rob worked in vari-
ous senior management positions for Edcon for more than two 
decades. He holds an MBA degree. 
 
The Board and management team would like to thank Vee for his 
valued service and contribution to the Company over the past eight 
years and wish him every success in his new role as CEO of the 
NHA.  - Media release. 

Legal Eagle warms up 
 
LEGAL Eagle warmed up for his bid to 
win the Green Point Stakes for the 
third successive year at Kenilworth on 
Saturday with a good work-out over 
1 100m on the course last Saturday. 
 
The seven-year-old was ridden by 
usual pilot Anton Marcus and went 
with Safe Harbour (Anthony  
Andrews) who was runner-up in the 
Paddock Stakes, Cape Fillies Guineas 
and SA Fillies Classic two seasons 
back. The final stages of the gallop 
were shown on closed circuit TV  
during racing and Legal Eagle  
finished particularly well. 
 
The dual Horse of the Year is 14-10 
favourite with to bring the unbeaten 
run of Rainbow Bridge (16-10) to an 
end with Gold Challenge winner  
Undercover Agent next on 4-1 and  
Durban July hero Do It Again a 13-2 
shot.  
 
It will be the smallest Green Point 
field this century with Copper Force 
and outsider Hat Puntano the only 
others declared. 
 
The Green Point market is in marked, 
and significant, contrast to that of the 
Sun Met. Rainbow Bridge is the 7-2 
favourite for the 26 January show-
piece and Do It Again second favour-
ite on 6-1. Last year’s winner Oh  
Susanna and De Kock’s Cape Guineas 
hope Hawwaam are both 8-1 chances 
but you can get 10-1 about Legal 
Eagle. The layers are clearly taking 
the view that the three-time beaten 
favourite is not as effective over 
2 000m.  - M Clower/Gold Circle. 

TBA inspectors are on the move 

TBA inspectors Jane Thomas and Alistair Gordon are on the move 
around the country scoring yearlings for next year’s BSA National 
Yearling Sale. They were at Heversham Park Farm in Gauteng on 
Sunday and this lovely Global View-sired half-brother to Gr1 Cape 
Derby contender Herodotus (Trippi) scored 8 1/2 out of 10. 
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IF you had a choice, who would you rather NOT challenge to a brawl of sorts? Nick Koster (right) would be 
the popular choice not to arm-wrestle with. The son of Klawervlei’s stud master, John Koster, Nick has been 
named Captain of the Cambridge University Rugby 15 for their 137th varsity match against rivals Oxford at 
Twickenham on Thursday. “We are the firm underdogs because Oxford have six or seven players with  
professional experience,” said Koster. 

A lifetime of achievement 
 
SUMMERHILL Stud’s world renowned boss, 
Mick Goss, received a Lifetime Achieve-
ment Award at the KZN Breeders’ banquet 
last weekend, given for five decades of 
service to the SA racing industry, If you 
don’t know how much Mick has meant to 
SA racing and of course breeding, you 
shouldn’t be reading this. And as we write 
this, we wonder if Equus has ever given 
him something similar and if they haven’t, 
why not? Here is Mick posing with the 
Summerhill team, holding his award high. 
Our best wishes to them, and long live the 
captain of the ship, whose way with words 
alone can move mountains. 

http://www.morrisvee.co.za/


8 

 

http://www.capethoroughbredsales.com/


9 

 

Irish Racing puts money 
before popularity 

IRISH racing has a profile problem. It is desperate for 
wider exposure and has ambitions to broaden its popular 
appeal. That's because the sport is struggling against an 
increasing public disconnect which is not helped by sliding 

Fears have even been expressed about it veering towards minority 
status. This is an urgent problem for racing's future. It needs  
attention. So Irish racing's solution to this Irish racing problem is 
to stick itself behind a pay-wall. 
 
Well not everything exactly. In February, RTE and Horse Racing 
Ireland agreed a deal which will see up to 27 days a year shown 
free to air on the national broadcaster. Even in a financial sporting 
environment where state broadcasters get priced out of most 
things it's hardly an overwhelming commitment to the sport. 
 
It didn't used to matter so much because for over a decade the At 
The Races channel and Irish racing shared a relationship of mutual 
benefit. The sport here was a bulwark of the channel's coverage. 
In return ATR was a vehicle for the sport to reach a wide  
audience. Sure one can maintain it wasn't strictly free to air but it 
was part of a package most everyone in the country is signed up 
to. 
 
You can also argue that ATR's coverage didn't prevent quite a few 
of Irish racing's vital statistics from sliding dramatically in that 
time. But it's just as easy to argue that the platform offered a day 
to day connection to the wider public - that audience the sport is 
supposedly anxious to woo - and who knows how steep the  
statistical slide might have been without that. 
 
We'll find out from January 1 when Racing UK takes over as the 
rebranded as Racing TV. It will cost over €30 a month to look at 
Irish racing although discount offers at first will probably ease  
customers in after what has been a controversial process. Some 
people still probably won't pay. Others probably can't. But once 
things settle down, chances are devotees probably won't think 
twice about it. 
 
Those involved in the deal are banking on that and in strict bottom 
line terms they must be delighted. It is a very good financial deal 
for racecourses here. Picture rights are the most lucrative asset 
the tracks have and no one can dispute they have played their 
hand well. HRI benefits too. Putting the product behind a pay-wall 
makes perfect profit and loss sense. 

Premier League football is inevitably 
referenced as a sport that has thrived 
behind a subscription model. And the 
top-flight of the English game has 
thrived over the last two decades, 
lucratively tapping into the  
international obsession with football 
and the Premiership. But football is 
singular in its popular appeal. 
 
As pacts go it isn't complicated:  
immediate and guaranteed in-
come but less viewers and less 
fans. 
 
Irish racing's media rights are report-
edly worth about €35 million a year. 
That's significant money although 
tiny by comparison to some other 
sports. Crucially though racing is al-
ready under pressure to maintain 
public interest. Putting it behind a 
pay-wall pays off now. But at what 
future cost in terms of wider public 
engagement. 
 
Irish racing was shown the money 
and snapped RUK's hand off. It's not 
hard to see why. Certainly the tracks 
weren't going to do anything else 
when the chance appeared to jump 
into bed with SIS and sign away the 
picture rights. But the overall  
wellbeing and future prospects of any 
sport often require a wider perspec-
tive than the bottom line. Amid the 
various sectional interests involved it 
is HRI's function to provide such  
perspective. Has it done so? 
 
Racing's ruling body appears to have 
simply examined the bottom line  
figure and enthusiastically jumped at 
the money. It's a move that pays off 
for those within Irish racing but at 
the expense of the sport's public 
reach.  
 
So this is a sport which is  
richer now but at the risk of  
becoming more irrelevant in future. 
Plenty will believe that is ultimately 
not a good deal.—irishracing.com. 

ON TURF TALK WEBSITE 
 

Peter Kannemeyer Legend P1 
 

‘Molly’ writes for Turf Talk 
 

Skitt Skizzle on the map 
 

Stallion Great Britain euthanased 
 

Tilbury Fort crowns Tarry’s Day 
 

Africa Rising franks Legal Eagle 
 

Captain Al keeps good company 

http://www.turftalk.co.za/pk-racing-legend-part-1/
http://www.turftalk.co.za/molly-writes-for-tt-newsletter/
http://www.turftalk.co.za/cordilerra-marks-skitt-skizzle-as-promising-stallion/
http://www.turftalk.co.za/strallion-great-britain-is-euthanased/
http://www.turftalk.co.za/tilbury-fort-crowns-tarrys-sensational-day/
http://www.turftalk.co.za/africa-rising-franks-legal-eagles-form/
http://www.turftalk.co.za/captain-al-keeps-good-company/
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All that’s missing is shades! 

CHAMPION jockey Lyle Hewitson visited his Summer Cup 
winner Tilbury Fort at Sean Tarry’s stable’s yesterday and 
remarked: “He’s happy and relaxed, enjoying life!” Much 
like his jockey, whose future really is so bright he should 
be wearing a pair of shades! 

He started as a girl whisperer... 

HE looks a lot more rugged today, almost like the dude in 
the old Camel cigarette advert, but 34 years ago South 
Africa’s own Horse Whisperer, Malan du Toit, was a true 
girl whisperer, renowned in Stellenbosch as a crooner of 
note. Malan and wife Finnie have just celebrated their 34th 
Wedding Anniversary and Malan quoted Ann Landers on 
Facebook, writing: “A happy marriage has the tranquillity of 
a lovely sunset". Congrats! 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/
http://www.racingassoction.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.kuda.co.za/
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