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   Monday 3 December 2018 www.turftalk.co.za  *  editor@turftalk.co.za 

THE legendary Dave Mollett joins us as a columnist today. To start, we will carry Molly’s  
column every first Monday of the month. He will alternate with Turf Talk regular David Allan 
and guest columnists. Thanks to New Turf Carriers for picking up the tab. Enjoy Molly’s  
musings! 

G-Bets Summer Cup: The biggest crowd in years! (Chase Liebenberg). 

Summer Cup meeting gets a big thumbs-up! 
IN the last few months, there has been a distinct parallel between the Brexit situation in the 
UK and the South African racing industry. 

Every move made by the ship captained by British 
PM, Theresa May, has been hit by a tsunami. Here 
the latest headache for racing has been government 
intervention. 
 
The statement by the government's Minister of  
Labour that "grooms are there to enrich owners and 
trainers" was met with incredulence. 

Trainer Louis Goosen - never afraid to voice his 
opinion on any topic - weighed in by saying "the 
majority of owners do only one thing - pay in." 
 
Racing found an unexpected ally in DA Shadow  
Minister of Labour, Michael Bagraim, who comment-
ed that he found it "bewildering how this industry 
was targeted and took up so much     (to page 2) 

http://www.turftalk.co.za
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DAVID MOLLETT (fm p1) 
 
time of the Department of Labour's inspectorate." 
 
Could it be that government officials - realising the 
large amount of tax they receive from the sport - 
decided that it might swell their coffers by digging 
deeper into the racing well? 
 
It's just another problem racing didn't need in what 
has proved a tough year from the outset with the 
Markus Jooste drama hitting the headlines 12 
months ago.  
 
However, Saturday's excellent fare at Turffontein 
suggested there is light at the end of the tunnel - 
the biggest crowd at the city track for many a year 
will have felt they got their money's worth via  
entertainment and top-class racing. 
 
Few knew that there were rumours of an EEF  
protest - so seriously was this taken that the 
transport of horses to the track were given police 
escorts. 
 
Happily, nothing transpired and - at the end of the 
day - Phumelela executive, Rob Scott, had reason to 
have a smile on his face as his marketing strategy 
worked as well as Arsenal's half-time change in their 
Derby match with Spurs on Sunday. 
 
Scott acquired his business acumen with Edgars and 
his touch clearly contributed to the success of a 
meeting which has so often played third fiddle the 
Vodacom July and Sun Met. 
 
I positioned myself at the entrance to the parade 
ring prior to the Summer Cup and the delight on the 
faces of the youngsters taking part in the dance  
routines was something to behold. It's a fair bet 
many had a sleepless Friday night thinking of the big 
crowd they would be performing in front. 
 
Even the Sporting Post - a newspaper which is not 
always on a friendly footing with the operator - gave 
the meeting the thumbs up. I understand the Sum-
mer Cup sponsors, G-Bets, only signed a one-year 
deal and the grapevine has it that a number of top 
companies (including MTN) are waiting in the wings 
should a new backer be needed. 
 
As far as Tilbury Fort's victory in the G-Bets Summer 
Cup is concerned, it was the cherry on top of a truly 

memorable afternoon for Sean Tarry and reigning 
champion jockey, Lyle Hewitson. 
 
Tarry did a John Gosden - rising to the big occasion 
by having his runners at the top of their game on the 
day that mattered. We're used to sixes in cricket - 
not six winners on the same day in racing. 
 
Hewitson went on Twitter on Sunday saying "A day 
of dreams with a fantastic four winners." It's  
remarkable that the youngster only rode his first 
winner in Port Elizabeth in March 2016. It's been a 
roller-coaster year with a knee injury and picking up 
a suspension in Singapore, but I'm sure even the 
outstanding Muis Roberts would agree he's a huge 
talent.                                               (to page 4) 
 

LYLE Hewitson: Remarkable talent! 
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DAVID MOLLETT (fm p2) 
 
Racing is as much about its characters in the sport 
as the horses themselves so it was wonderful to see 
the glee on the faces of three of Tilbury Fort's  
owners I hold in high regard - Marc Currie, Satch 
Mathen and Erich van Niekerk. 

Chris van Niekerk will have got kiddy the number of 
times he had to get from his box to the winner's 
enclosure - another day to remember for the  
charismatic owner who began the year with an  
important speech in Cape Town. He's finishing the 
year with a flourish - it was only a week since he 
picked up a R2,2 million cheque courtesy of his  
Pomodoro colt, Cirillo. 
 
That brings me round to what could be a vintage 
Cape season as there are a number of horses who 
could put their name in lights including Rainbow 
Bridge, Buffalo Bill Cody, Hawwaam and One World. 
 
Only six runners will face the starter in Saturday's 
Green Point Stakes and the opening market from the 
sponsors, World Sports Betting, had my eyes  
bulging. They were offering 7-4 a place about July 
hero, Do I Again, paying three places! 
 
Now, if my old ears didn't deceive me, Justin Snaith 
said in a Tellytrack interview last week that Do It 
Again was jumping out of his skin - or words to that 
effect. 
 
If that's the case, then he's got to beat just one of 
the top three in the market - Legal Eagle, Rainbow 
Bridge (toughest task to date) and Undercover 
Agent. I think Do It Again might beat Undercover 
Agent which is why my money's on at 7-4. 
 
Of course, the saddest thing about Rainbow Bridge 
is that his owner, Chris Gerber, won't be present to 
see him try and maintain his unbeaten record. 
 
One only had to be at Chris' memorial service at St 
Edwards School to realise the affection in which he 
was held by so many people. It gave new meaning 
to the term - Standing Room Only. 
 
Chris, as always, would have been up for the  
challenge of Saturday's race - he was as aware as 
anyone that racing's a game of snakes and ladders 
and that - if you're riding the crest of a wave - you 
could be hit by a tsunami. Ask Theresa May.  - tt 

ERICH  and Chris van Niekerk. 

Pomodoro upgrades mares 
 
KLAWERVLEI Stud’s exciting sire Pomodoro made a 
cracking start with his first runners last season and 
the Vodacom Durban July winner has made a very 
promising start with his second crop –now two-year
-olds. 
 
Pomodoro’s two-year-old son Bound By Duty made 
headlines at Scottsville on Sunday when landing the 
first juvenile plate in KZN for the 2018-2019 sea-
son. Bred by the Waterford Stud, the Mike Miller 
trained colt, who was dispatched the hot 8-10 tote 
favourite, was always up with the pace in the 800m 
dash before staying on to post a three-parts of a 
length win debut victory. It was another 5.25 
lengths away to the third-place finisher Ardenne. 
 
Bound By Duty, who had previously won two  
barrier trials, was ridden to victory by Anton Mar-
cus. He is another tribute to Pomodoro’s worth as a 
stallion, having been produced from the Asaal mare 
Saddle Me Up who, prior to Bound By Duty, had yet 
to breed a winner! 
 
South Africa’s Leading First Crop Sire of 2017-2018, 
Pomodoro has made a sensational start to his stud 
career with his first crop including Equus Champion, 
and G1 Thekwini Stakes winner, Return Flight, and 
recent CTS Ready To Run Stakes winner Cirillo. The 
latter holds an entry for the upcoming G1 Cape 
Guineas and has already banked more than R1.7 
million in prize money. 

TRAINER Chesney van Zyl purchased the Pomodoro 
colt above at the recent sales. He is a very nice 
mover and is in the process of being syndicated. 
 
You are invited to participate at any percentage 
level that suits your budget. 
 
It would be great if you could join us for some fun, 
and wins!   
 
Purchase price R180k plus Vat and Race Entry Fee. 
 
5% will equate to about R11k 
10% therefore R22k.   
MAIL cvzracing@gmail.com  - tt. 

LOT 67: CTS Ready To Run Sale 

Race one with Chesney van Zyl 

mailto:cvzracing@gmail.com
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MENDELSSOHN has been retired to stud. 

BREEDERS’ Cup winner and $3,000,000 Keeneland September Sale topper Mendelssohn has 
been retired from racing and will stand at Coolmore America’s Ashford Stud for 2019. 

“All of our team loved Mendelssohn from the first 
time we saw him as a yearling and he has  
since developed into a truly magnificent looking 
horse,” said Coolmore America’s manager, Dermot 
Ryan. 
 
“Being by our own Scat Daddy and a half-brother to 
Into Mischief and Beholder, you couldn’t ask for a 
better pedigree and he showed real brilliance when 
wining the Breeders’ Cup Juvenile Turf at Del Mar 
and the UAE Derby by a street, recording a new 
track record.  
 
He also ran some excellent races in defeat this fall, 
notably in the Travers and the Jockey Club Gold 
Cup. We have already had a huge number of en-
quiries about him and I have no doubt that he will 
prove extremely popular.” 
 
Mendelssohn will stand for a fee of $35,000.—
coolmore.com 

Well-performed Mendelssohn will take up stud duties 

Winx wins Vox Populi award 
 
AUSTRALIA’s superstar mare Winx (Aus) (Street Cry 
{Ire}) has been voted the 2018 Secretariat Vox 
Populi Award winner in a year-end online poll of 
racing fans. 
 
Created by Secretariat’s owner Penny Chenery, the 
award annually recognizes the horse whose popu-
larity and racing excellence best resounded with the 
general public and gained recognition for  
Thoroughbred racing. 
 
Winx was the top choice among U.S. voters, as well 
as international fans representing a 60 countries. 
 
“Racing certainly offered many historic and  
heartwarming stories in 2018,” said Kate Chenery 
Tweedy. “And once again, the ‘Voice of the People’ 
spoke very clearly.  - TDN. 

http://www.morrisvee.co.za/


6 

 



7 

 

MONKS HOOD: Hong Kong can hardly wait for him to step out. 

Monks Hood arrives in Hong Kong 
KWAZULU-Natal-based trainer Alistair Gordon has confirmed that his former inmate Monks 
Hood has finally arrived in Hong Kong. 

 “He arrived a week ago after a very long journey,” 
said Gordon. 
 
Monks Hood won last year’s Dingaans and then 
came back to Turffontein to capture the Grade 2 
Gauteng Guineas over 1600m at Turffontein, beat-
ing Yulong Prince (formerly named Surcharge) by 
five lengths. After that he was sold and began the 
journey to Hong Kong where he will be trained by 
Tony Millard. The journey takes them from  
quarantine in Cape Town to Mauritius where they 
spend three months. 
 
From there the horses have to travel to the UK and 
in the case of Monk’s Hood he spent that month at 
Mary Slack’s yard in Newmarket. Then they make 
the final journey to Hong Kong. “I was sent some 
pictures of him when he arrived at Newmarket in 
the UK and I though he was looking very good,” 
said Gordon. “Now it will be up to Tony Millard.” 
 
Millard also trains Northern Superstar who was 
known as Edict Of Nantes when he ran in South Af-
rica. “I’m not aware of any plans to change the 
name of Monks Hood but it’s not impossible,” said 
Gordon.  - TAB News. 

FORMER top trainer Peter Kannemeyer passed 
away at his Milnerton home earlier today at the age 
of 85. He had been ill for some time. 
 
“PK” is survived by Dean, Mark, Lisa and  
grandchildren. We will be running a tribute to “PK” 
on the Turf Talk website. 
 
Our sincere condolences to his family.  - tt. 

http://www.tabaccounts.co.za/
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OUR HOLIDAY COMPO WINNER! 

MEET Natasha van Wyk, who has won our Cape  
Holiday Competition having sent us 22 original new 
subscribers. She looks like a true free holiday spirit, 
doesn’t she! Natasha works for a law firm in Brooklyn, 
Pretoria, and says she still has to pick a partner to 
accompany her to the Riverside Boutique Hotel in 
Hout Bay in December. Well done! 
 
Our sincere thanks go to our other contestants for 
supporting Turf Talk. They include runner-up Fred 
Blomkamp, Colin Gordon and Theofista Ruiters.  - tt. 

Reward for hard work, passion 

GOLD Circle’s Candiese Marnewick (seen here with Bill 
Lambert) is one of the hardest workers in the racing 
industry and she was deservedly recognised with the 
Anita Akal Industry Award at the KZN Breeders’ 
Awards last weekend. We’ve shown you some of Can-
diese’s quality photos, she’s also always writing press 
releases, visiting breeders and designing adverts for 
industry clients. Well done again, Candiese!  - tt. 

BUSINESSMAN OF THE YEAR 

LEADING racehorse owner Fred Crabbia (on photo 
above with wife Manuela), was named Italian  
Businessman Of The Year at a gala dinner held at 
the Wanderers last Thursday. Fred’s business, 
Mining Pressure Systems, supplies and fabricates  
piping, pipe specials and all ancillary equipment 
for the mining and petro-chemical industries. –tt. 

LAMMERSKRAAL Stud’s Pieter Graaff  (on photo 
with his wife Jolanda) was recently named the 
2018 South African Farmer of The Year by the 
Agricultural Writers Association.  In commending 
Graaff the Association said that Graaff, through 
his Witzenberg Properties holdings, is the single 
largest individual apple producer in South Africa 
with a total production of more than 45,000 tons 
annually. Tru-Cape Fruit Marketing’s managing 
director, Roelf Pienaar says: “Our heartiest con-
gratulations to our chairman, Pieter Graaff on this 
notable accolade and achievement. For Tru-Cape, 
Pieter’s forward-thinking approach to planting 
new varieties and further developing his cherry 
crop adds much value to Tru-Cape’s product bas-
ket. We also recognise the cogent and fiduciary 
duty that he performs as our chairman.” Graaff 
has stated his intent to have similar  
success at his Stud Farm, managed by the  
vastly experienced Sally Bruss, who is excited 
about her Visionaire foals this season. -  tt. 

FARMER OF THE YEAR 
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IT was the Hollywood Derby at Del Mar, so what would it 
be without movie stars and a drama-packed script? Luke 
(left) and Owen Wilson, known best for their appearances 
in director Wes Anderson’s films, crashed the winner’s cir-
cle party on Saturday afternoon, receiving trophies along-
side jockeys Victor Espinoza and Joel Rosario. They were 
at the track to support longtime friend and horse owner 
Peter Brant with his 3-year-old colt, Raging Bull, running in 
the $300,000 Grade I Hollywood. The horse has its own 
Tinseltown ties, named by Brant for the Martin Scorsese 
film. Raging Bull won the race. 

Wilson Bros are no toffees! 

100 years ago, a race run in the Palestinian Desert, won 
by Australia’s greatest war horse, Bill The Bastard,  
provided distraction enough for the light horsemen to  
carry out an attack on the Turks which turned the tide for 
the ANZACs (The Australian and New Zealand Army 
Corps). Bill Gibbins has made it his mission to re-stage 
that great race as a tribute to those who were lost. With 
his imagination captured, Gibbins set about  
commemorating the centenary anniversary of the Jericho 
Cup with a horse race in Australia.  The Jericho Cup was 
staged at Warrnambool on Sunday and is a tribute to two 
things, a nation's love of the horse and the persistence of 
Bill Gibbins. The 4600m race was worth $300,000 and was 
won by High Mode, ridden by Clayton Douglas. 

Remembering Bill The Bastard 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/
http://www.racingassoction.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.kuda.co.za/

