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RAQUEL Clark, the Tasmanian sensation. 

‘Clarky’ is riding the 
guys to sleep 

RAQUEL Clark knew she wanted to be a  
jockey from the first adrenaline charged  
moments of her maiden fast gallop. 

She was a late starter at nineteen, and had been  
persuaded to ride track work by her older brother  
Dylan, who had taken out a trainer’s licence. “After 
many weeks of trot and canter work, Dylan surprised 
me one morning with the news that we were going to 
gallop two horses together, over 800 metres on the 
course proper at Longford”, recalled Raquel. “It was the 
coolest moment of my life”. 
 
Raquel enjoyed the experience enough, to keep coming 
back, and week by week her riding improved. Dylan 
suggested she apply for a track rider’s licence, and as-
sist him with the training of his team of gallopers. “The 
stewards came to assess me one morning, and I was 
still feeling a little uncomfortable in a jockey’s work  
saddle”, recalled Raquel. “Happily they gave me the nod 
of approval”. 

Clarky, as she’s known to friends, slowly fell 
under the spell of the thoroughbred. When she 
finally resolved to become an apprentice jock-
ey, it was Devonport trainer Barry Campbell 
who agreed to indenture her. 
 
Clarky experienced the special thrill of winning 
at her very first race ride, on June 7th, 2015. 
She rode Rueason for the Campbell stable in a 
BM 62 at Spreyton, and her ride was a  
copybook one. We’re talking just under three 
and a half years ago here. Two weeks ago the 
same girl, rode five winners in a day at  
Morphettville Parks in Adelaide. 
 
It was no surprise when Raquel “took off” in 
Tasmanian racing, and the winners came at an 
astonishing rate, but her momentum was  
halted by the most freakish of accidents. She 
had just left the enclosure at Spreyton, when 
her mount Lingo launched a buckjumping exhi-
bition usually reserved for the rodeo. Most 
horses give it away pretty quickly, but Lingo 
had a real bee in the bonnet, and as he contin-
ued to “pig root” Raquel’s saddle slipped badly. 
 
She sailed straight over the horse’s head, and 
still he continued to buck. He stood on Clarky’s 
neck and shoulder, and onlookers feared she 
may have been badly injured, but subsequent 
MRI scans revealed no serious damage. She 
had sustained deep bruising and muscle sore-
ness however, and two months passed before 
she was able to return to race riding. 
 
At the time of the accident, Raquel was in the 
middle of her first full season of riding, and had 
an eight-win lead in the Tas. jockey’s  
premiership. By the time she got back, the con-
sistent David Pires had grabbed an unassailable 
lead, but Raquel did a super job to finish the 
season in second place with fifty six winners. 
 
In March of 2017, trainer Leon Wells advised 
Raquel that the high profile Adelaide stable of 
Leon Macdonald and Andrew Gluyas, had been 
putting out “feelers” for a suitable apprentice. 
She quickly rang Macdonald, and was able to 
clinch a three month arrangement on a loan 
basis. 
 
Raquel found the style of racing in Adelaide, 
quite different to the pattern she’d grown up 
with at home. “They race tighter here, and you 
really have to know your form”, said the young 
jockey.” My first ride at Morphettville last year 
taught me a lesson. I rode Pujols in a 1400m 
Maiden, and I kept running into dead ends. I 
was simply getting behind the wrong horses 
throughout the race, and I realised (to p3) 
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RAQUEL CLARK (fm p1) 
 
I would have to do more work on the form”. 
 
It wasn’t long before the petite Tasmanian, 
announced her arrival in a big way. In June of 
last year, she rode the first four winners on a  
Morphettville programme - Midnight Storm,  
Tennessee Raider, Strategic Demand and Gal-
axy Gazer, with three of the four coming from 
the Macdonald/Gluyas stable. 
 
Raquel began the new season with a flourish, 
and hasn’t stopped riding winners. At  
Morphettville on October 28th, she joined an 
elite group of Australian jockeys to win five 
metropolitan races at a single meeting. She 
scored on Heaven’s Deal, Daktari, He Is  
Golden, Amberdi, and Debt Collector.  
 
She finished second on Royal Ring, and was 
unplaced on her only other ride. What an 
achievement for a little girl from Penguin, less 
than three and a half years after her first race 
ride. 
 
Thirteen weeks into the season, Jamie Kah 
and Raquel are totally dominating South  
Australian racing. Statewide, the two young 
dynamos are all but level pegging in the low 
forties, while on the metro list Jamie leads 
Raquel by half a dozen wins. The girls have 
come such a long way, since Pam O’Neill  
became the first female to ride against the 
men, way back in 1979. 
 
Away from racing, Clarky likes to catch up on 
lost sleep whenever possible, and is looking 
forward to getting back to the beach as  
summer approaches. The subject of boy-
friends gets very scant response. 
 
 “I’m up in the dark six mornings a week, and 
riding at two or three race meetings every 
week”, explained Raquel. “It’s a hectic and 
demanding lifestyle, and requires all of my 
attention at the moment. There really isn’t 
time for a relationship”. 
 
Australia has never seen a better female jock-
ey than Beverly Buckingham, whose stellar 
career was halted by a horror fall at Hobart’s 
Elwick racecourse in 1998. Bev won 906 rac-
es, including all of Tasmania’s major events, 
and was the first female jockey in the world 
to win a metropolitan premiership. She rode 
winners in Melbourne, but declined offers to 
leave her beloved Tasmania, where her late 
father Ted was an established trainer. 
 
Twenty years after Bev’s accident, Raquel has 
the opportunity to bring due recognition to 
the female jockeys of Tasmania. She’s just 
the girl to do it. -  johntapp.racing. 

Never get ahead of yourself 
 
THE one thing we always try and teach punters is to stay 
calm, to respect the game when you’re ahead, because 
the moment you think you have it taped, and you start 
splashing money, it grabs you by the short and curlies. So 
we joked around and Tuesday, gave four jolly value bets 
and all four got jolly well rolled. Serves us right, apologies. 
Two worth small eachway investments tonight are the 
blinker strike Battle Creek (Race 4) and the fit, capable 
Africa Rising who, whilst not an out-and-out sprinter, 
takes on plenty with excuses in Race 8. Both are at 15s 
with Interbet. We’ll shut our traps right there, good luck! 
 
Turffontein Selections: 
 
Race 1: (4) Fort Carol (7) Excellent Al (5) Byron Bay (2) 
Tommy The Builder 
Race 2: (2) Cascapedia (1) Redberry Lane (4) Folk 
Dance (3) Safe Harbour 
Race 3: (7) Diamond Fancer (6) Killia Castle (2) Flying 
Winger (4) Secret Captain 
Race 4: (8) Battle Creek (2) Copper Jay (5) Pil-
laroftheearth (3) Donny G 
Race 5: (5) Palace Chapel (4) Big Blue Marble (6) Win-
ter Storm (1) Mawsoof 
Race 6: (1) Green Plains (2) Hashtag Strat (3) Rose In 
Bloom (4) Kissable 
Race 7: (11) Takingthepeace (13) Zuaves (6) Deo Ju-
vente (10) French Navy 
Race 8: (6) Africa Rising (12) Tsitsikamma Dance (1) 
Legal Eagle (5) Captain’s Causeway 

Hashtag Strat, Louis Goosen’s raider at Turffontein. 
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Equus champs among 
feature entries 

 
SOQRAT and Return Flight – the 2018 Equus Cham-
pion Two-Year-old Colt and Filly respectively – are 
among entries for the Dingaans and the Fillies Mile to 
be run at Turffontein on the Standside track on 24 
November. 
 
The Grade 2 Dingaans is one of the country’s most 
historic and prestigious contests and a key early indi-
cator of strengths and weaknesses in the year’s three
-year-old crop. 
 
A stand-out nominee is trainer Yvette Bremner’s Port 
Elizabeth raider National Park, a facile, surprise win-
ner of the recent Graham Beck Stakes over 1400m. 
 
Also in the reckoning is Chumichuri Run, second in 
that Grade 3 race but who wields a merit rating of 
116, the highest among the 22 entrants for the  
Dingaans. 
 
Ace trainers Mike de Kock and Sean Tarry have both 
entered three horses for the 1600m showdown. 
 
The former goes with Soqrat, who has a wide early 
draw of 16 out of 20; Hawwaam (drawn 8), an  
impressive winner of the “no-whip” race on Charity 
Mile day, and Atyaab (5), an Australian-bred colt who 
has won once in three runs. 
 
Tarry has put forward Bien Venue (6); In Cahoots 
(17), and Chimichuri Run (13), who took a 5.75-
length trouncing from National Park in the Graham 
Beck but who has performed well in top company 
and already has two Grade 3 scalps. 
 
The Fillies Mile, a 1600m Grade 3 companion-piece 
race to the Dingaans with slightly different condi-

SOQRAT, Dingaans hopeful. 

tions, also has stellar names in contention. 
 
Tarry’s Return Flight has won three out of five and 
is rated 106, largely due to her juvenile Grade 1 
triumph in the Thekwini Stakes at Greyville on Gold 
Cup Day. 
 
The Dingaans and Fillies Mile have been moved a 
week forward from their traditional slot on Sum-
mer Cup Day at the beginning of December. The 
fixtures were deemed to be too close to the Cape 
Guineas and the Cape Fillies Guineas and the  
shuffle has given trainers a chance to contest both 
the Johannesburg and Cape Town events. 
 
The two features will be the only races run on the 
Standside track on the night, with the balance of 
the card scheduled for the Inside turf.—TAB News 

Mustaaqeem. (Diane de Kock) 

De Kock’s raiders will arrive late 
 
MIKE de Kock is in Mauritius to check on his 2019 
Dubai raiding party en-route to the UAE. There are 
five, Yulong Prince (Surcharge), Royal Crusade, 
Yakeen, Hermoso Mundo and Majestic Mambo.  
 
De Kock said: “This is the latest my runners have 
ever travelled to Dubai, they will only arrive in the 
second week of January and we won’t be rushing 
them. We have done some good work with them in 
Mauritius, but we’ll only be looking to step them 
out on Super Saturday in March, at best. There will 
be other later options like the races in Hong Kong.” 
 
Former Champion two-year-old Mustaaqeem will 
be travelling with the Dubai party to Newmarket, 
UK, and on to the USA to continue his career.  -tt. 
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Singapore Turf Club 
makes drastic cuts 

 
IN a major announcement the Singapore Turf Club 
(STC) said on Thursday that the prizemoney for non
-Feature races will drop significantly from January 
1st, 2019, two Singapore Group races will be discon-
tinued and the proposed reestablishment of the In-
ternational Races next May has been placed on hold. 
 
The STC said that to help fund the 50% increase in 
prizemoney for the Class 5 races, the prizemoney of 
races in Classes 1, 2 and 3 and Restricted Maiden/
Novice will be adjusted accordingly. 

 
The two Singapore Group races to go are the Group 
1 Patron’s Bowl and the Group 3 Garden City Tro-
phy. The Singapore Four-Year-Old Challenge will 
also be discontinued as retaining the Series would 
require one of the remaining feature races to be 
converted to a race restricted to 4 years old on-
ly.  This would reduce the opportunities for horses in 
other age groups 
 
The STC said in a statement that the International 
Races due for May 25th has been placed on hold 
'due to the restructuring of racing in Singapore and 
the transfer of wagering operations on horse racing 
to Singapore Pools'. 
 
However, similar to this year, the Kranji Mile will 
remain as an invitational race with prizemoney of 
$1.5 million.  The Lion City Cup will remain as  
Singapore Group 1 race restricted to Singapore 
horses only with prizemoney of $1 million. 
 
The STC said that stakes of the remaining feature 
races are unchanged, but will be reviewed in mid-
2019.  However, with effect from 1 January 2019, 
the entry fees collected for feature races will no 
longer be added to the prize monies of the respec-
tive feature races. -  thoroughbrednews.com.au 

The case for a good horse 
 
FEDERAL Case (photo), a two-year-old son of 
Gemologist who won his career debut in October at 
Keeneland, sold for $650,000 to West Bloodstock, 
agent for Robert and Lawana Low, to be the most 
expensive horse of Tuesday’s ninth session of the 
Keeneland November Breeding Stock Sale. 
 
The colt, a graduate of Keeneland’s 2017  
September Yearling Sale, made his first start Oct. 
19 at Keeneland, winning a 1400m race by a half-
length for owners WinStar Farm, China Horse Club 
and SF Racing and trainer Rodolphe Brisset. 
 
“It was hard to part with him because he won so 
well first time out, but all the smart guys were on 
him,” WinStar President, CEO and Racing Manager 
Elliott Walden said.  
 
“(Winning at Keeneland is) what made him sell the 
way he did today,” Walden added. “People buy 2-
year-olds (at training sales that breeze) an eighth 
of a mile and spend twice as much, and this horse 
won at seven eighths (of a mile). This is a real 
horse.” 
 
Jacob West, who signed the ticket for Federal 
Case, said the colt would continue his racing career 
for trainer Todd Pletcher. “You’ve gotta tip your 
cap to WinStar because they brought a horse here 
to sell that obviously has ability and talent,” West 
said. “When everybody got to see him, they all 
started dreaming of the first Saturday in May – 
that’s what he reminded us of. Mr. and Mrs. Low 
obviously have a history with Todd, winning the 
(2018) Arkansas Derby (G1) with Magnum Moon. 
We hope we just bought the Arkansas Derby  
winner.” - horseracingnation.com. 
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The King of Inishturk 

MEET The King, the sole remaining donkey on the remote 
island of Inishturk, off the coast of Ireland. Now 27 years 
old, he spent his earlier life without even a name, let alone 
a title. But when the farmer who owned him died, the  
islanders stepped in to look after him. His status has since 
been elevated to one of regal celebrity, a mascot of local 
pride. For company, The King now roams with the sheep 
that graze on the hillsides overlooking the Atlantic Ocean. 
For his welfare needs, he’s attended to by adoring human 
subjects. - thedonkeysanctuary.org.uk 

MAKER’s Mark®, the small-batch Bourbon Whiskey, has 
teamed together with Breeders’ Cup in a fundraising effort 
to support Thoroughbred industry charities. Old Friends 
Farm and Kentucky Derby Museum have been selected as 
the 2018 beneficiaries. The fundraisers have collaborated 
on a limited-edition, three-bottle collection featuring a few 
of the most legendary Champions in Breeders’ Cup history. 
Each bottle pays tribute with a customised design by  
Louisville artist David Schuster and the D Wayne Lukas 
batch has been produced first. The Hall-Of-Fame trainer 
has win 20 Breeders’ Cups and 14 Triple Crown races. 

A shot of Bourbon with D Wayne 
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