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   Tuesday 13 November 2018 www.turftalk.co.za  *  editor@turftalk.co.za 

SEAN Tarry’s big guns are coming to form for the majors. 

How Tarry’s big guns are shaping for Summer 
SEAN Tarry, like all top trainers, knows how to bring his runners to the boil for the big  
features and in recent weeks we’ve seen clear signs of the stable coming steadily to top form. 

Tarry briefed Turf Talk on the progress of his top 
contenders on Tuesday, starting with the legend 
Legal Eagle, who seems to get more or less the 
same progress report at this time every year and 
then goes on to win a host of major races. 
 
Legal Eagle has completed the Gr1 Green Point/
Queen’s Plate/Horse Chestnut Stakes treble the last 
two seasons, starting his preparation at this time of 
year. He’s still the top-rated horse in the land and if 
there’s a reason he can’t go on to do the same 
again, Tarry is not aware of it. 
 
Per custom, Legal Eagle wintered on a farm, came 
back in spring and is ready to resume his  
programme at Turffontein this Thursday evening. 
 
Tarry said: “He is looking unbelievable. This is the 
same sprint we had him in last year and we’ll be 
looking for a good comeback effort. He is sound and 
enthusiastic, it’s hard to fault him. He will be going 
the Green Point/Queen’s Plate route again.” 
 
Tarry’s leading three-year-old colts Chimichuri Run 
and Cirillo both have the CTS races on Sun Met day 
earmarked for them, but may go along different 
routes. Tarry said: “Cirillo will be running in the CTS 

Ready To Run Stakes at Kenilworth on 24 Novem-
ber, from there into the Guineas and Sun Met Day. 
I’m not sure yet what avenue we’ll take with 
Chimichuri Run. I’ve nominated him for the CTS 
November Ready To Run and a race at Turffontein 
on the same day, 24 November. We will finalise our 
plans.” 
 
The yard’s champion filly Return Flight will not be 
travelling to Cape Town. “She’ll be going for the 
Fillies Mile on 24 November at Turffontein and we’ll 
then prepare her with a view to the 2019 Triple 
Tiara.” 
 
Gr2 Golden Slipper winner Celtic Sea will also be 
racing in the Fillies Mile. She finished well beaten 
and unplaced in the recent Gr3 Starling Stakes, but 
Tarry offered an explanation, saying: “Celtic Sea 
was drawn wide and was affected by a runner eas-
ing back and became detached from the field. I’d 
say that that was a valid reason for her running 
below par.” 
 
The stable’s 2017 Summer Cup winner Liege and 
French Navy, the stalwart top-level performer, will 
be racing in the Gr3 Victory Moon Stakes this 
Thursday and Tarry commented: “I was  (to p3) 
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TOTE BETS WITH INTERBET ARE  
DIRECTED TO TOTE POOLS  

 
Interbet do not offer the “open (Tote) bet” – 
100% of all Tote bets are directed into the Tote 
pools. This means that (unlike Tote bets placed 
with bookmakers that lay all or part those bets 
themselves), the “rake” from the Tote pools 
goes directly towards running horseracing and 
paying owners’ stakes.  

TARRY’S BIG GUNS (fm p1) 
 
happy with Liege’s recent comeback run, he was 
only four lengths off in a strong handicap and this 
run will bring him to his peak.  
 
“French Navy’s rating dropped after a few below-
par runs last season but he wasn’t at his best. He’s 
a horse with ability and he’s not done yet, I’m  
hoping he can run past a few Summer Cup  
contenders on Thursday so he can sneak into the 
Summer Cup. 
 
“Social Order has had two good preps, his last run 
to Coral Fever in the Charity Mile was superb and 
he will be cherry ripe on Summer Cup Day. Tilbury 
Fort is much the same. He was unlucky to have lost 
to Coral Fever and he’s right on target for the Cup.”  
- tt. 

Plans for Snowdance, others 
 
LAST season’s Cape Fillies Guineas and Majorca 
winner Snowdance will start off at Kenilworth on 
December 8, either in the Southern Cross over 1 
000m or in a 1 400m fillies pinnacle, after pleasing 
in a racecourse gallop yesterday. 
 
Trainer Justin Snaith said: “I wouldn’t mind trying 
her in a sprint but I will have a look at the pinnacle. 
She then goes for the L’Ormarins Queen’s Plate 
before aiming for a second Majorca.” 
 
She was ridden by Richard Fourie in a solo spin 
over 1000m after being accompanied to the start 
by a companion who followed her home a furlong 
behind. The gallop didn’t reveal much other than 
that she is good shape. 
 
Oh Susanna, second in the Fillies Guineas before 
going on to take the Paddock and Sun Met, begins 
her campaign in a mile fillies pinnacle at Kenilworth 
on Thursday when the opposition includes Brave 
Move, Lady In Black and the unbeaten  
Hashtagyolo. 
 
Snaith also worked Durban July winner Do It Again 
(Fourie) with the Grade 2 Kuda Gold Bracelet win-
ner Miyabi Gold (Athandiwe Mgudlwa) over 1 500m 
at a good clip. Do It Again tracked the filly but was 
always going the better. He drew upsides in the 
straight and eased past over a furlong out. He was 
impressive. 
 
The champion trainer said: “Do It Again will start in 
the Green Point (Dec 8) and I will use the race as a 
prep for the Queen’s Plate. He should be 90% for 
the latter and 100% for the Met.” - M Clower/Gold 
Circle. 

VICTORY MOON, ANTE-POST 
 
BETTING WORLD’S ante-post betting for the 
Gr3 Victory Moon Stakes: 
 
 7-2 Takingthepeace; 4-1 Like A Panther; 7-
1 Daw Assault; 8-1 Arctica; 10-1 Deo  
Juvente, Gambado; 12-1 Sabina’s Dynasty; 
14-1 Liege, Bulleting Home, Full Mast,  
Zouaves; 20-1 and upwards the others.  

Value Lover’s Market 
 
DOWN at the Food Lover’s Market they get things 
right sometimes. Like, last weekend they had R50 
specials - so you could get three boxes of Cuppa 
Soup, five packs of Willard's Chips (Yuk but okay if 
the Simba Chips are sold out) and five packs of 
One-Minute Noodles (Indian Curry, not bad). It’s 
the same with Value Specials, we at Turf Talk are 
on a nice roll so we’re offering four bets at 5-1 and 
better today, the best perhaps Matanuska (Race 
3) an older filly in a 2400m race where the favour-
ite is 8kg out and has an arguably unproven merit 
rating. La Roquette (10s) won when last seen 
course and distance; Littlewood (12-1) won a 
similar race just a few runs ago, she is capable; 
and Sir Spencer has Lerena up and is a nice 8-1, 
just guessing he’s the best of the Janse Van Vuuren 
trio. We may get it right today, we’re holding 
thumbs for no stale Willard's to turn up on our 
plate of Simba Chips! Value today is indicated in 
Simba Chip Golden Brown! 
 
Vaal Selections: 
 
Race 1: (10) American Hustle (11) Barista (6) 
Prix Eclips (16) Grey Missile 
Race 2: (12) Greener Pastures (14) Rustling 
Leaf (11) Golden Gale (5) Elusive Coral 
Race 3: (1) Matanuska (3) Ration My Passion (9) 
Eternal Summer (2) Pachanga 
Race 4: (7) Gottalottaluv (1) Chariot Of Gold (5) 
Horseplay (2) Africa’s Gold 
Race 5: (1) The Bosbok (8) Kalahari Chrome (3) 
Black Sail (4) Noble Emblem 
Race 6: (6) Littlewood (2) Sunshine Silk (7) 
Goede Hoop (3) Sailor Girl 
Race 7: (4) La Roquette (13) Three Stars (5) 
Lady Of The World (7) Miss Boomerang 
Race 8: (3) Sir Spencer (6) Sporting Monarch (4) 
Robberg Express (7) Galactic Warrior 
Race 9: (5) Goa (8) Ilha Da Var (4) Clairmorris 
(7) Fly North 
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CTS Ready To Run 
Logistics 

 
CAPE Thoroughbred Sales (CTS) takes pleas-
ure in announcing the organisational details 
and social arrangements pertaining to the 
CTS Ready To Run Sale. 
 
The main viewing opportunity for prospective 
buyers will be on Thursday, 22 November at 
Durbanville Racecourse, from 8am to 6pm. 
There will be a Kuda Braai at the Yard  
Bedouin from 16.30, invitations to follow. 

The official Ready To Run Gallops take place 
on Friday, 23 November, commencing at 
9.30. Horses will be breezed in Lot Number 
order and every gallop will be filmed. 
 
Viewing stations will be set up in the Sales 
Marquee as well as the Yard Bedouin.   
Gallops will be posted on these stations after 
each batch of 10 horses and they will be up-
loaded onto the CTS website 
(www.capethoroughbredsales.com) in the 
same manner. 
 
It is imperative that cars cross the track prior 
to 9.30. Breakfast will be served in the Sales 
Marquee & a Light lunch will be served in the 
Yard Bedouin. 
 
Post-gallop viewing of lots will only start at 
13.30 on Friday afternoon, allowing the ven-
dors time to settle the horses and prepare 
them for viewing.  We do ask for your con-
sideration in this respect. 
 
The Ready To Run Sale commences at 6pm, 
and dinner will be served from 7pm. 
 
For more information, please contact: 
 
Wéhann Smith (CEO)- wehann@cthbs.com 
Kerry Jack (Bloodstock) - kerry@cthbs.com 
Kirsty Coertze (Sales) - kirsty@cthbs.com 

OUR READERS HAVE THEIR SAY 

No clear-coloured case 
 
I have written direct to Tellytrack about colour choice and 
have to agree with Rob Haswell. You have to use a plain 
font and good colour choices on TV otherwise your  
viewers cannot read the betting etc.  They have changed 
some of the colours and it has improved but the colour 
grey is a no no! Surely the IT guys should be more  
knowledgeable on colour than the display they are show-
ing.  Hoping to see some improvement.  
 
Re: Dave Mollett 
 
It would be wonderful if we could hear from Dave more 
often… his “tips” for places are the best and his journalism 
is first class!! 
 
Thanks for a very informative Turf Talk.    
 
-Vivian Mansour 
Johannesburg 
 
I am an old person 72 my eyes are not too good anymore 
but Tellytrack’s new colours are useless for us to read on 
TV.  I am a Jhb owner who races in Cape town. The  
filming of the horses in Cape town is also impossible to 
watch when one has runners, we would like to see them 
going down to the start. It seems Cape Town comes last 
and the people doing the schedule of what we are allowed 
to see does not have us in the TVL in mind. The UK and 
other countries do not worry us, we want to see our  
courses and our horses. 
 
-Fred Blomkamp 
Johannesburg 
 
Mr Rob Haswell your letter refers. I do not agree that you 
speak for the racing industry in your complaints about the 
new Tellytrack graphics. I for one don’t mind them, they 
are fresh and modern and nobody in my racing circle has 
even mentioned them. I am not trying to be disrespectful 
when I suggest an eye test and perhaps new lenses. Why? 
Because I have my lenses updated every two years and it 
always makes a difference, the eyes go weaker every year 
actually. Again, not trying to be funny, go to your nearest 
optician. 
 
-Greg Veenstra 
Krugersdorp 
 

Happy endings are always good 
 
I have to say.. The Turf Talk Newsletter is the highlight of 
my day. Always good reading. Lovely end to the letter on 
Monday. (Dulce Et Decorum Est)? Enjoyed it, keep up the 
good work! 

-Dylan Cunha 
Durban. 
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ENJOYING herself on holiday at  a spelling farm outside of Sydney is Winx, who is dappled and perfectly 
healthy and posing a problem for her connections: How do they retire the rising eight-year-old when she’s 
in the shape of her life? It’s a nice problem to have, actually. 

Purton and Van Niekerk are not exactly best friends 

IT is rare to see Hong Kong champion jockey Zac Purton salute after a victory – even in a 
Group 1 race – so when he stands up in the irons and flourishes the whip, you know he really 
enjoyed it. 

He did that after You Have My Word’s narrow  
victory at Sha Tin on Saturday, and there was 
some extra meaning to it. Hong Kong racing fans 
immediately twigged the significance – and that 
Grant van Niekerk was on the receiving end of a 
bitter lesson. 
 
Purton is in a spat with Van Niekerk – both on and 
off the track – which was brought into the public 
sphere after the Australian was critical on Twitter 

about one of the South African’s rides last month. 
 
Stewards handed Purton a HK$5,000 fine last 
Wednesday night for “inappropriate behaviour” over 
the incident, which had a crack at Van Niekerk’s 
handling of You Have My Word – the very same 
horse that Purton was celebrating on a few days 
later, having persuaded the connections to “jock 
off” Van Niekerk and give him a chance on the 
gelding.— SCMP. 
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AVONTUUR Stud-sponsored Champion Jockey, Lyle  
Hewitson, visited the Somerset West farm on Monday and 
Estate Manager Pippa Mickleburgh reported:  “We had such 
fun today when Lyle and friends popped in to visit us at the 
farm. Between "jolling" with the foals, greeting the  
stallions, saying hi to our broodmares Val de Ra and River 
Jetez, some wine tasting and lunch - everyone had a ball! 
Thanks for the visit guys, Lyle is a wonderful brand  
ambassador.” 

Brand ambassador’s day off 

CAPETONIAN Roxy Joubert has made an international  
impact with her ‘Jock’ clothing range and she said about 
her latest release: “Our newly designed JOCK∙ UV Polo 
shirts are comfortable & best fitting, designed for a modern 
contoured fit.” Go to jockracing.com for details.  

Roxy’s homegrown success 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/
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http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
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