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   Monday 12 November 2018 www.turftalk.co.za  *  editor@turftalk.co.za 

        Mondays with DAVID ALLAN 

Remembrance — the horses as well 
THERE was a reference in or about this publication last week to there being no Silence this 
Sunday, a play on the name of the famous stallion. 

Sunday Silence’s parentage (Halo – Wishing Well by 
Understanding) no doubt inspired the naming 
thought process. A Sunday Silence is observed by 
millions, particularly but not exclusively in the UK, 
around the Commonwealth and the USA on  
Remembrance Sunday. It refers to all conflicts but 
with the 100th anniversary of the Armistice, the  
enhanced World War One focus magnified events in 
France, Belgium and elsewhere in Europe. 
 
This is not the province only of the older  
generations. In recent years, young people have 
responded strongly to the concept of remembrance 
– one might say powerfully in terms of the impact 
their respect and eagerness to learn has on their 
parents and grandparents. Through those elders 
with family histories and experiences, through 
schools and other organisations, and because of the 
ubiquitous poppy, a huge numbers of youngsters 
nowadays “get it”. 
 
Yesterday’s ceremony at The Cenotaph in Whitehall 
saw the usual parade of veterans but in addition this 
year 10,000 people of all ages with World War One 
connections also marched to recognise the 100th 
anniversary of the actual Armistice. It could have 
been 100,000+, so many are the families that  
treasure their parents, grandparents and  
great-grandparents medals. 
 
It is not often that the nearest Sunday is not 

“nearest” but is actually on the day, thus allowing 
the 11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th month to 
be marked precisely. 
 
During the laying of the wreaths, immediately after 
the leading politicians have followed the Royal  
family, it is not disrespectful to listen hard – to a TV 
or with an earpiece if present – to David Dimbleby 
listing the Commonwealth countries as their High 
Commissioners step forward in groups.  
 
Of course ceremonies are going on in their own 
countries, but here the Commonwealth is  
represented by these officials reminding everyone 
of the three million Commonwealth citizens who 
came in WW1 and 5 million in WW2. 
 
It’s a good way of teaching young children about 
that family of nations that some of us think is  
immensely important – especially those of us who 
attended schools in London and had to visit the 
Commonwealth Institute regularly. 
 
A word in the commentary struck me when the first 
five High Commissioners offered their wreaths: 
Canada, Australia, New Zealand, South Africa and 
India – the senior Commonwealth countries. It 
meant in the provision of people to the war efforts. 
It is to be hoped that governments and civil  
services of those countries are using that colossally 
respected status as leverage              (to page 2) 
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Royal Scots Greys in France (left); horses at Ypres (right). 

DAVID ALLAN (fm p1) 
 
to strengthen special trade and diplomatic  
arrangements with the UK, like many that were  
cancelled or watered down during the period of EU 
membership. 
 
In the SA thoroughbred world, we have more than 
half an eye on export/import arrangements with the 
UK post-Brexit.  One of the key freedoms voted for 
is the facility to make the UK’s own arrangements 
with whomever the UK (and the partner) wishes. 
However, there may be temporary strangulation of 
such sovereign independence because of the  
difficulty in agreeing how the Irish/Northern Irish 
border will work. 
 
South Africa did not only give people to the British 
war efforts. She sent horses. Thousands of them. It 
would appear, on the evidence, that none of them 
carried AHS with them and therefore did not wipe 
out themselves and the entire population of cavalry, 
artillery, riding, and supply horses, not to mention 
the countless donkeys and mules pressed into  
service. Regrettably, many met a different fate. 

Hundreds of horseshoe hearts sculpted in memory. 650 men stand in tribute to the horse - USA - 1915. 

Lee McKenzie is an extremely accomplished and 
charming TV presenter and interviewer, particularly 
of Formula One but also at Wimbledon and  
Equestrian events. She has been known to respond 
on twitter to racing tweets. 
 
She tweeted today reminding us that “8 Million  
horses, donkeys and mules lost their lives in World 
War One and countless more continued to support 
families and businesses back home……” . Under the 
hashtag #lestweforget, the universally recognised 
line from Kipling, Miss McKenzie explained that a 
sculptor – Tom Hill “has crafted 100 stunning hearts 
from horseshoes kindly donated by the King’s Troop 
Royal Horse Artillery….a name tag of an individual 
horse…tied to each to commemorate their life”. 
 
Of course some of those “back home” were being 
racehorses, even though they ran on muted occa-
sions with, by 1918, countless racegoers no longer 
able to be there. In 1915-1918, The Derby was run 
at Newmarket not Epsom and the last WW1 running 
was won by Gainsborough. He won an adjusted  
Triple Crown and was a good sire – most brilliantly 
of Hyperion, six times champion sire. 
 
Gainsborough was named – not for Thomas Gains-
borough the portrait and landscape artist – but for 
the town in Lincolnshire that his owner liked. He 
could not have been so named in South Africa  
because the NHA rules preclude the (to page 3) 
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names of famous people, or are  
supposed to. 
 
This would mean that neither Galileo 
(Galilei) nor (Bobby) Frankel would 
have been accepted. Frankel was a 
special case in the Juddmonte  
empire, but Coolmore names dozens 
of their hundreds after famous  
people.  

 
Churchill is a recent example, few 
names being more famous. But then 
perhaps they meant Churchill on the 
Hudson Bay in Canada, or Churchill 
the advertising dog who looks like 
Churchill.  
 
The first yearling I ever bought in 
South Africa many years ago at Ger-
miston had been given a horrible 
name which I changed to Selika (the 
heroine in an opera L’Afriquaine – 
The African Girl). In the opera, she 
was a highborn Indian princess,  
enslaved to South Africa, who  
became the lover of Vasco da Gama.  
 
When proposing to name her first colt 
foal Vasco da Gama (when he went 
into training, I stress), the name was 
available but refused. I might have 
sympathised if they hadn’t liked nam-
ing the mare’s son after her lover, if 
you see what I mean. Oedipus would 
have been better. Or that Vasco da 
Gama is a football club in both Brazil 
and South Africa. That would be like 
naming her Chelsea. Chelsea FC? 
Chelsea Clinton? Chelsea the place? 
Oh well. We named him Vasco which 
was apparently ok. He won, but only 
once, perhaps annoyed by his name. 
 
Another “perhaps” is that you haven’t 
really read these last six paragraphs 
and have been distracted by the  
millions of four-legged friends in 
WW1. Such distraction, as an  
important appendage to the  
remembrance of human sacrifices, 
would be fine with me.   - tt. 

Galileo Galilei. 

Not Churchill, but Churchill in the saddle during WW1 
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RAINBOW Bridge is a natural athlete, according to jockey Bernard Fayd’Herbe. 

Gargantuan clashes are on the horizon  
TEMPTING clashes between three star four-year-olds and their older counterparts are just a 
few weeks away.  

The unbeaten Rainbow Bridge (Ideal World), his 
fellow Cape ace Undercover Agent (Captain Al) and 
the up-and-coming Highveld powerhouse, Buffalo 
Bill Cody (Redoute’s Choice), are likely to take each 
other to task in the Gr1 L’Ormarins Queen’s Plate 
on 5 January, accompanied by the established older 
stalwart, Legal Eagle (Grey’s Inn), and any of Justin 
Snaith’s champion fillies. 
 
There is a small chance, too, that all, or some of 
them, may be lined up for the Green Point Stakes 
on 8 December. While trainer Eric Sands has al-
ready confirmed participation for Rainbow Bridge 
and Brett Crawford has confirmed the same for Un-
dercover Agent, Buffalo Bill Cody holds an entry the 
Summer Cup and Mike de Kock has not officially 
revealed the stable’s plans for Mary Slack’s runner. 
 
The Green Point Stakes is contested at weight-for-
age plus Gr1 penalties, which means that Legal Ea-
gle (MR123) and Undercover Agent (MR120) will 
shoulder 60kg and Rainbow Bridge (MR104, 58kg) 

will be at a disadvantage of at least eight lengths 
(16 points) – in theory he will need massive  
improvement to win. 
 
However, jockey Bernard Fayd’Herbe isn’t overly 
concerned about the ratings and told Turf Talk this 
morning: “I believe Rainbow Bridge could be  
significantly better than his rating of 104. I think the 
horse that wins the Green Point will win the Queen’s 
Plate and I will be sticking with Rainbow Bridge. He 
is a natural, he gives his best and he is still  
improving.” 
 
Having ridden the winners of all these races several 
times, including the mighty Pocket Power, 
Fayd’Herbe should know what he is talking about 
and he said: “He has a wonderful turn of foot and I 
have no doubt he is a horse with the quality to win 
the major races.” 
 
“We worry about his temperament before every 
race, but he’s phenomenal, he does everything 
right,” said Sands on Saturday.  - tt. 
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CANDICE Bass-Robinson saddled the first three runners past the post in Sunday’s R150 000 Listed  
Woolavington Handicap over 2400m at Kenilworth when Benjan (Fort Wood) beat Ollivander (Silvano) and 
Ballad Of The Sea (Teofilo). Six-year-old Benjan is a R420 000 2014 Suncoast KZN Yearling Sale graduate 
who races for Marsh Shirtliff, Mike Bass and Mr T. Smith. On the podium is the winning rider, apprentice 
Sandile Mbhele,  Bass-Robinson and Robert Fayd’Herbe with the RA girls. (Wayne Marks). 

READERS’ LETTER 
To Tellytrack and World Sports Betting: 

 
On behalf of the regular punters at Track and 
Ball, Greyling Street, Pietermaritzburg, I write to 
request changing the colour combinations used 
in the racing info pages on Telly Track. 
 
Although we appreciate that blue and white are 
the colours used by World Sports Betting, light 
blue on dark blue, and the more illegible white 
on light blue, are eye-straining, even for the 
younger gents who do not wear glasses. 
 
By contrast, anyone looking at the page will 
clearly be able to read the black on yellow/
brown info -- that's why the AA uses that colour 
combination. Research shows that red on white 
is second only to black on yellow/brown in  
legibility. 
 
If you are not inclined to acknowledge the  
validity of our constructive feedback, we suggest 
you ask racing fans, as we believe we speak on 
their behalf as well. 
 
Yours in racing, 
 
-Rob Haswell. 
Pietermaritzburg. 

SEND LETTERS TO  
editor@turftalk.co.za 

More winners for Twice Over 
 
KLAWERVLEI Stud’s exciting sire Twice Over has seldom 
been out of the news over the past 12 months, and the 
European champion was it again this weekend,  
responsible for a double. 
 
Twice Over’s first winner came when Three Times A 
Lady romped home to score by three and a quarter-
lengths over 1800m at Fairview. Trained by Alan Greeff, 
and ridden to victory by Greg Cheyne, the beautifully 
bred filly was not winning out of turn, having been  
runner up at her two previous starts. Three Times A 
Lady races for prominent owners Celso and Lee 
Scribante and she was a R280 000 buy from the 2016 
National Yearling Sale. 
 
Twice Over enjoyed further success at Turffontein the 
following day when his gelded son Mighty And Magic 
scored for trainer Sean Tarry and rider Lyle Hewitson. 
Bred by the Drakenstein Stud, and racing for Bernard 
Kantor, Mighty And Magic picked up the third win of his 
career when posting a 1.1 length win over Turffontein’s 
inside track as the tote favourite. Mighty And Magic was 
a R425 000 buy from the 2016 Emperors Palace Select 
Yearling Sale. 
 
Twice Over, whose relative Yoshida captured the 2018 
G1 Woodward Stakes before running a close up fourth 
in the recent G1 Breeders’ Cup Classic, has made an 
exceptional start to his stud career with his very first 
crop producing the outstanding July winning champion 
Do It Again, Sand And Sea and impressive Derby winner 
Doublemint.  - tt. 
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The beginning of the end for greyhound racing 
ON Election Day in the USA, Florida voters passed an amendment to ban commercial  
greyhound racing by the end of 2020.  

GREYHOUNDS are very fond of people. 

Supporters of the ban, which included several  
high-profile animal protection groups, said that  
greyhound racing is rife with cruelty. They cited 
greyhounds having to spend most of the time in 
cages and racing injuries that led to untimely deaths 
for the dogs. Opponents countered by saying that 
most dogs were treated well and characterised in-
stances of documented abuse as the result of a few 
bad apples. 
 
But one fact is clear: Now that the ban is going  
forward, a lot of dogs will need a place to go. 
 
Estimates on exactly how many greyhounds will 
need homes vary. The Florida Greyhound Associa-
tion estimates that there are more than 8,000 dogs 
currently racing in Florida. But a Greyhound Adop-
tions of Florida spokesperson told Lifehacker it was 
more like half that, 4,000 dogs. 
 
It’s unclear exactly how many will need placement, 
since about 1,500 to 2,000 will probably be trans-
ported to race in one of the five remaining states 

where racing remains legal and active, Dennis Tyler 
of the Greyhound Adoption Action Alliance told The 
New York Times. 
 
To complicate things further, there are also thou-
sands of greyhounds in breeding facilities through-
out the South and Midwest, Brooke Stumpf of Grey-
tHounds of Eastern Michigan told NBC News. Since 
Florida is home to 11 out of the 17 remaining tracks 
in the U.S., it’s likely that some breeding farms will 
have to offload dogs as well. 
 
The good news is that there’s a strong network in 
place of greyhound adoption groups around the 
country that help retired racing dogs find homes. 
They have been successful recently. 
 
But some rescuers are worried about the possible 
flood of dogs. Carol Becker, president of the adop-
tion group God’s Greyts, told the Times that many 
are on “pins and needles” trying to line up foster 
homes and future vet care for when the tracks start 
closing.  - huffingtonpost.com. 

http://www.morrisvee.co.za/
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VETERAN racing journo David Mollett 
was a “mystery guest” on Tellytrack’s 
ESBN Show on Saturday, and  the 
man with the big fan club confidently 
tipped England (at evens) to lose by 
less than 14 points to the All Blacks,  
in a double with 7-2 shot Kentucky 
Blue in the last at Turffontein. Asked 
if this means he will return to our 
screens more often, “Molly” said: “I 
love doing the UK tips, we’ve had a 
few really good bets recently and the 
strike rate is tops. They may ask me 
along as a guest on some more  
panel discussions, we’ll see.” We 
may give Molly some exposure in the 
TT newsletter soon. Watch this 
space! 

The old class-act! 

Denicious Smith rides his 
first winner Down Under 

FORMER South African jockey Denicious Smith rode his 
first winner in Victoria, Australia on 4 November. The news 
has taken some time to reach us here in Johannesburg, 
but good luck to the likeable Denny Smith all the same, 
and may there be many more!  
 
Smith reports: “In June 2016 I started working at Windsor 
Park Farm in New Zealand, on the racing side, with the 
hope of getting my jockeys’ licence, but nothing material-
ised. I applied to a few trainers in New Zealand and Aus-
tralia but with no luck until I applied to trainer Darren Weir 
in Victoria, on the advice of Jeff Lloyd and Robbie Fradd.  
 
“I’ve been working for Mr Weir since January 2018, he 
helped me to obtain my licence and gave me two rides a 
few weeks ago to get me going.  Then, on Saturday 4  
November, I won a race at Mount Wycheproof, Victoria, on 
Cup Day. My mount Benabra, trained by Julie Scott, won 
by a whisker in Race 2. It was a very happy moment for 
me and I send thanks to my family, friends and supporters 
in South Africa, including Mark Khan and Tex Lerena. -  tt. 
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Needs pipe, walking stick 

GRANDPA Tex Lerena is charged with the task of baby-
sitting when his son Gavin rides on weekends. The best 
place to baby-sit is at the track itself, where young Ava 
May and her brother Ashton are becoming regulars. Ava 
May, however, looks like she will never like the paparazzi. 
“Hey, stay away, photographer, I will get my uncle Kevin 
to bliksem you!” 

Against their instincts 

HORSES are trained to lie still, to ‘play dead’ during certain 
facets of battle, which shows the bond between horse and 
soldier. We end this letter on a thoughtful note, the way it 
began, with a few lines from Wilfred Owen’s Poem, ‘Dulce 
Et Decorum Est’:  My friend, you would not tell with such 
high zest To children ardent for some desperate glory, The 
old Lie: Dulce et decorum est Pro patria mori.  In English: 
It is NOT beautiful and glorious to die for your country. Or 
is it? 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/
http://www.racingassoction.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.kuda.co.za/

