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   Thursday 8 November 2018 www.turftalk.co.za  *  editor@turftalk.co.za 

ANDREW Bon prepares for an interview at Newmarket, UK. 

7  
to  ANDREW BON, TV JOURNALIST 

You are 58 years old, most of your fans think you are 
younger, and you’ve been delivering award-winning 
television work for nearly 35 years. What makes you 
get up in the morning? 
 
The horse makes me get up. I live for anything to do with 
horses. Their breathing, their snorting, their cantering, the 
way they run, that horsey smell! 
 
How much have you seen technology change over the 
last 30 years and what do you think will be next for 
racing? 
 
In racing itself we have the standard things like the bridle and 
the saddle, the shoes that haven’t changed, so I don’t think 
horses are running faster than they were 10 or 15 years ago. 
We’re seeing a drive towards the changing of crop rules, 
which will probably be next.  In the field of media we’ve seen 
many advances in the digital era to make footage better and 
easier to produce. We have things like Super Slo-Mo, Hi Defi-
nition photo and Trackus, the technology for sectional timing. 
 
What could be big, next, are unobtrusive drones. If they can 
develop a drone that makes no noise it will change the way 
races are flighted. Drones will be able to get right up close to 
the action, as long as they remain out of eyesight of the 
horse there will be no danger to the runners. This will allow 
for the most incredible footage. The Jockey Club in the UK 

recently made a commercial with ground-
breaking use of a drone. It takes you 
right into the realm of the horse. 
 
You’ve travelled the world many 
times to the biggest racing events. 
Which is the best horse you’ve seen 
in the flesh? 
 
I have to say Frankel. I was in the UK in 
June 2012 when both he and Black  
Caviar ran at Ascot. I got within 2 feet of 
him, a magnificent horse, and saw him 
win the Queen Anne by 11 lengths, it 
was a once-in-a-lifetime experience. 
 
Who is the most interesting  
personality you have interviewed? 
 
There have been many good interviews, 
but the UK race caller Derek Thompson 
sticks in my mind. ‘Tommo’ has an infec-
tious, unbridled passion for racing and 
horses, a dynamic personality. Mike  
Cattermole was also excellent, a true  
racing media professional. 
 
Let’s touch on something slightly 
more controversial, without trying 
to get this publication or yourself in 
trouble. All around the world the 
racing press is revered and treated 
with great respect. What do you 
think went wrong in SA and how can 
it be fixed? 
 
I am not sure where things went wrong, 
Phumelela have their reasons and in a 
recent press release they spoke about 
the “regression of the media landscape” 
and “fake news”.  
 
But all that aside, the removal of the me-
dia awards from the annual Equus  
ceremony was extremely discouraging 
and actually disrespectful. There are 
many members of the media who serve 
the sport every day of their lives and 
work very hard. We are not robots, we 
are humans and we deserve accolades, 
recognition and respect like workers do in 
any other industry. That Gaynor Rupert 
had to sponsor a racing journalism award 
on her own was a great gesture, but it 
shouldn’t have come down to her to take 
up something as essential as media 
recognition. I guess the right way to  
improve relations would be more engage-
ment between the management of the  
operators and the media, which  (to p2) 
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Sponsored by Shoprite? 
 
WE’d like to call today’s Vaal meeting the “Shoprite 
Checkers” meeting— there is just so much value 
all round! Our value bets are marked in red, no 
space to explain why but you will spot the reasons 
we like them. Take note of a truckload of changes 
and scratchings before you play. Enjoy! 
 

DETAILED CARD CHANGES SHEET 
 
Vaal Selections: 
 
Race 1: (8) Hartleyfive (5) Blonde Vision (4) 
Arctic Party (11) Scales Of Justice 
Race 2:  (2) Riboux En Var (9) Palace Assembly 
(11) The Gambler (7) Ideal Day 
Race 3: (8) Golden Lion (2) Hartleyfour (10) 
The Ice War (7) Dry Your Eyes 
Race 4: (12) Little Sparrow (6) Pink (5) Fa-
vourite Model (7) Esemess 
Race 5: (7) Volcanic Sunset (3) Torio Lake (1) 
Olofberg (6) Judd’s Rocket 
Race 6: (8) Mutrib (1) Nuntus Oratorion (7) 
Wondrous Climber (5) Cardiff Castle 
Race 7: (7) Alex The Great (1) Dorman (14) 
Sweet Trail (11) Seventh Rule 
Race 8: (15) Wings Of Light (1) African Dynas-
ty (11) Long Pond (5) Melinda’s Garden 
Race 9: (10) Fortuna Doro (11) Gold Scent (4) 
Memory Bliss (5) Shezahotti 
Race 10: (12) Protea Paradise  (2) Eureka Ef-
fect (4) Pieces Of Gold (13) Russian Prince 

TOTE BETS WITH INTERBET ARE  
DIRECTED TO TOTE POOLS  

 
Interbet do not offer the “open (Tote) bet” – 100% 
of all Tote bets are directed into the Tote pools. 
This means that (unlike Tote bets placed with 
bookmakers that lay all or part those bets them-
selves), the “rake” from the Tote pools goes direct-
ly towards running horseracing and paying owners’ 
stakes.  

will lead to a better understanding of objectives and 
perhaps common ground to be found. 
 
In your view, is there one good thing that can 
be done by John Stuart, the new CEO of 
Phumelela? 
 
I think John Stuart is a man who will make a  
difference. He is passionate about racing and has 
already been visibly pro-active in his new duties as 
we’ve seen with the recent track mishaps. He has 
made his good move. He deserves our support. 
 
Are there any exciting projects coming up for 
you soon? 
 
I’m looking forward to the 2019 L’Ormarins Queen’s 
Plate. I’m fortunate to be involved in the marketing 
team, we produced a good advert last year. It’s a 
great event, and getting better.  - tt. 
 
2018 Queen’s Plate advert. 

Vaal track advice 
 
The false rail for Thursday’s race meeting at the 
Vaal racecourse has been set at 12m around the 
bend. A false rail has also been set down the entire 
straight, from the 1600m mark. The false rail 
stretches all the way to the pull-up area. The reason 
for the false rail is to give the Vaal Inside track a 
chance to recover from the previous race meeting. 
According to track manager Thomas Rasasamola, 
the rail setting affords horses a fresh track surface 
to race on. 
 
Clyde Basel, Racing Executive for Phumelela,  
explained that Thursday’s meeting was added to the 
racing schedule because a number of recent race 
meetings scheduled for the Vaal had to be either 
moved to Turffontein or abandoned due to the Vaal 
track surface not being race ready. In order to avoid 
this in future, it was decided to reconfigure the rail 
position for this meeting. 
 
“It is important to note that the track manager can 
change the rail configuration up until the morning of 
a race day should conditions change,” said Basel. 
 
Of the 10 races to be run at the Vaal tomorrow, nine 
will be run down the straight. Only Race 6, over 
2200m, will be run around the bend. “We felt that 
adding an extra race meeting was necessary to give 
owners, trainers and jockeys the chance to make up 
for lost opportunities resulting from cancelled and or 
abbreviated recent race meetings,” said Basel. -  
TAB News. 

http://www.tabonline.co.za/
https://bit.ly/2Fk3Uls
http://www.interbet.co.za/
https://youtu.be/8h0a1fC25K0
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Help Turf Talk grow, win great holiday prize! 
HOW does a three day/three 
night stay in beautiful Hout 
Bay sound?  
 
Turf Talk is giving away just that 
in our Turf Talk Holiday  
Competition which will cost you 
nothing to enter, but can win you 
a fabulous prize worth R15,000! 
 
THE PRIZE: 
A three night stay, this  
December, for two people at the  
magnificent Riverside Boutique 
Hotel in breath-taking Hout Bay, 
Cape Town, including flights from 
Johannesburg or Durban, bed 
and breakfast. You will find activi-
ties from just across the road of 
the Riverside with the World of 
Birds and the Red Bus passing 
along to Hout Bay Harbour and 
Table Mountain to Robben Island, 
easy access to Chapmans Peak, 
Clifton and Camps Bay and all the 
other treasures in this sought-
after part of the world. 
 
HOW TO ENTER 
Send us the e-mail addresses 
of friends, to subscribe to this 
newsletter. Make sure they are in 
agreement and that they won’t 
unsubscribe when prize is won! 
Bring us racing friends. The  
person who sends us the most 
new subscribing friends between 
now and 25 November wins the 
prize! Send your details and the 
suggested mails of friends to  
editor@turftalk.co.za Send as 
many entries as you can, we’ll 
keep track of all of them. Good 
luck! - tt. 

ESSENTIAL Support: Following the Charity Mile, Phumelela Company Secretary Freda Moloi 
hands over a cheque for R1,390,000 to Ashley Ness from the Highveld Horsecare Unit.   

mailto:editor@turftalk.co.za
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Cracksman retires to Darley’s Dalham Hall 
DARLEY has confirmed that the dual  
Champion Stakes winner Cracksman, 
trained by John Gosden for Anthony  
Oppenheim, will retire to Dalham Hall Stud 
in Newmarket, where he will stand along-
side Golden Horn, a Derby and Arc winner 
for the same owner-trainer combination. 
 
A son of Frankel, the popular Cracksman will 
stand at a fee of £25,000. He is Europe’s highest
-rated horse. 
 
Winner of his sole start at two (where he fin-
ished four lengths ahead of Stradivarius), Cracks-
man was beaten less than a length in both the 
English and Irish Derbies, before storming to 
wide-margin victories in the Great Voltiguer, the 
Prix Niel and the Champion Stakes – winning the 
last by no fewer than seven lengths. 
 

This year he has added three further victories at 
the highest level to his outstanding record, land-
ing the Prix Ganay, the Coronation Cup and his 
second consecutive Champion Stakes, once 
again by a huge margin. This victory earned him 
a Timeform rating of 136, 2lb clear of Arc hero-
ine Enable. 
 
Cracksman is the highest-rated horse to retire to 
stud in Europe since his own sire, Frankel. In 
fact, the only other horses retired with a higher 
rating since 2000 are Sea The Stars and Dubai 
Millennium.  - The Irish Field. 

JOHN Gosden with Cracksman. 

Wild horses won’t be dragged 
away for experiments 

 
U.S. District Court Judge Michael W. Mosman today 
issued a preliminary injunction to stop the Bureau of 
Land Management (BLM) from proceeding with  
controversial experiments to surgically remove the ova-
ries of wild mares in Oregon. The experiments were set 
to begin this month on mares recently rounded up from 
the Warm Springs Herd Management Area. 
 
The decision handed a victory to wild horse advocates 
and plaintiffs in the case— the American Wild Horse 
Campaign (AWHC), Animal Welfare Institute (AWI); 
The Cloud Foundation and its executive director Ginger 
Kathrens, who is also a member of the National BLM 
Wild Horse and Burro Advisory Board; and  
photographer Carol Walker. 

Judge Mosman ruled that the coalition was likely to 
prevail on its claims that the BLM’s restrictions on pub-
lic observation of the sterilization procedures violated 
their First Amendment rights, and that BLM’s decision 
to drop further inquiry into whether the sterilization 
procedure was “socially acceptable” was arbitrary and 
capricious. 
 
“We’re pleased that Judge Mosman recognized the 
strong public interest in humane treatment and protec-
tion of wild horses and our clients’ strong First Amend-
ment rights to observe the procedures being performed 
on these federally protected animals,” said Nick Law-
ton, an attorney for Meyer Glitzenstein & Eubanks, who 
is representing the plaintiffs. 

–americanwildhorsecampaign.org 

http://www.morrisvee.co.za/
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MEET Elizabeth Elkins (left) and her singing partner 
Vanessa Olivarez. History, horses, and music are three of 
Elizabeth’s favourite things, and she set them on a collision 
course with the formation of her fabulous indie-country 
duo, Granville Automatic, which released its latest LP, 
“Radio Hymns,” this past Breeders’ Cup Friday. As a young 
girl in Alabama, Elkins rode in dressage and hunter-jumper 
competitions. Her parents’ farm bumped up against a 
thatch of forest, giving her and the horses even more room 
to roam. “My parents put a helmet on me and I was off into 
the woods by myself from age 8,” she says. When I was a 
kid, hearing Dan Fogelberg's 'Run for the Roses,' I was just 
entranced [by] that sort of freedom and nobility that horses 
represent. We have a quote as you walk into our barn that 
says, 'Enter the sanctuary of the horse, ever with honour 
and respect.' They just have such an incredible historic 
partnership with man that we've so quickly forgotten in the 
age of the automobile." Granville Automatic sing cool 
songs, you’ll like them even if you’re not fond of Indie-
country music. Check out their song Commanche, here. 

They sing of noble things 

Yes, God, please Save her! 

QUEEN Elizabeth II showed her dedication to Great Britain 
and its fallen war heroes when she went out on a horse 
ride on the grounds of Windsor Castle earlier this week. 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/
http://www.racingassoction.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.kuda.co.za/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_mfS21w8gx4

