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   Wednesday 7 November 2018 www.turftalk.co.za  *  editor@turftalk.co.za 

MR Flood in full cry at the Vaal, Tuesday. 

Talented Mr Flood was ‘pinched’ at Mistico 
MR Flood made it three from five with a cracking win in an Assessment Plate over 1200m at 
the Vaal on Tuesday, clocking 67,48s in the hands of Karl Zechner, and defeating a competitive 
field with a commanding stamp. 

Houdalakis, who has trained a sprinting superstar in 
JJ The Jet Plane, already knows that he has a  
talent on his hands in this well-built son of Pathfork 
and while absolutely no comparisons can be drawn 
at this early stage, he will be mapping out Mr 
Flood’s career with similar care. 
 
The Vaal trainer said: “We were looking at last  
Saturday’s Golden Loom Handicap, but he would 
have been 12kg out at the weights so owner Keith 
Waterston and I went for this Assessment Plate 
instead. We’ll have to pick his races carefully. The 
Johannesburg Merchants is a next option, we don’t 
want to get ahead of ourselves and start travelling 
just yet.” 
 
Houdalakis ‘pinched’ Mr Flood from the BSA Mistico 
Sale last year and recalled: “I flew down, looked at 
the catalogue and I earmarked just two horses, Mr 
Flood was one of them, he was a strong-boned 

yearling, Lot 9. 
 
“I was waylaid that morning, I had to rush and 
missed the start of the sale, arriving when Lot 13 
was being sold. I was the hell in with myself and I 
wandered out of the sales ring, where I asked 
someone what Lot 9 went for. I was told he hadn’t 
been sold! 
 
“So the spring came back in my step and I went 
looking for breeder Willempie Engelbrecht. I saw 
him… over there… he stood smoking his pipe and I 
walked over and we started haggling over a price 
for Mr Flood. ‘I want 100k’ said Willempie. ‘No, I 
have 50 for you,’ I said. ‘Give me 60,’ he replied. 
‘No, take 50!’ I said. 
 
“Next thing I took the pipe out of his right hand, put 
it in his left hand and shook the right firmly. ‘Ok, ok, 
vat hom, vat die perd!’ exclaimed     (to page 3) 
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MR FLOOD (fm p1) 
 
Willempie, and I took the sales slip from 
his pocket. He signed it.” 
 
Mr Flood has already banked over 
R200,000 and this is surely only the start 
of a bright career. Houdalakis said: “He 
won first time out when he wasn’t fully 
wound up and then, in the Nursery, he 
didn’t deliver. He was haemoconcentrat-
ing at the time and we decided to geld 
him and put him away. 
 
“He ran a fair comeback race against  
older horses when Prince Of Kahal won, 
but Karl Zechner was fighting him all the 
way and I had a word with him about 
that. I told him not to restrain the horse, 
to let him run.” 
 
Mr Flood galloped sensibly for Zechner on 
Tuesday. He raced at a brisk, steady gal-
lop and didn’t tug. He ran them off their 
feet and he will do so a few times more!  
 
Mr Flood’s sire Pathfork (Distorted  
Humor) was moved from Highlands to 
James Armitage’s Sandown Stud in June 
and has enjoyed some support at his new 
home. 
 
Armitage reported: “Pathfork arrived here 
in June and he’s covered over 30 mares, 
he could get to 50. He’s a lovely horse 
with a big personality and he’s very  
fertile. At R10,000 he’s an excellent bread
-and-butter stallion and he fills a gap in 
the market. He’s like Qui Danzig, he can 
throw you a really good horse at a value 
price.”  - tt. 

PATHFORK (USA), fertile value stallion. 

Crop-less races will be 
staged more often 

 
THERE are to be further experimental no-whip races  
following last Saturday’s well-received trial at Turffontein 
and, while it may be quite some months down the road, 
there seems little doubt that whip use in South African racing 
is going to be restricted to a greater degree than it is at the 
moment. 
 
Acting NHA chief executive Arnold Hyde said yesterday: 
“There is a likelihood of there being more of these races and 
there will be one in Central Province in the next couple of 
months. A date has to be decided and we also need to con-
sider the restrictions relating to these cropless races, eg are 
we going to have an identical sort of race (to the one at 
Turffontein), are we going to allow jockeys to carry a crop 
but not use it, etc.” 

Apparently the Charity Mile day no-whip race, the first of its 
kind in South Africa, was rather more than just an  
experiment to see whether racehorses would run, and keep 
straight, without the threat of a stick. 
 
Hyde explained: “The race was a statement that needed to 
be made because our industry is under pressure – we need 
to attract a new audience – and there is a perception that 
this (whip use) is an area of racing that may be seen in a 
negative light by people outside the industry. Therefore we 
wanted to press home the need for the stakeholders to  
seriously consider the road that we have to adopt regarding 
the future of crop use.” - Michael Clower/Gold Circle. 

FIRST-timer Hawwaam won, with no crop used. (JC Photos). 
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Help Turf Talk grow, win great holiday prize! 
HOW does a three day/three 
night stay in beautiful Hout 
Bay sound?  
 
Turf Talk is giving away just that 
in our Turf Talk Holiday  
Competition which will cost you 
nothing to enter, but can win you 
a fabulous prize worth R15,000! 
 
THE PRIZE: 
A three night stay, this  
December, for two people at the  
magnificent Riverside Boutique 
Hotel in breath-taking Hout Bay, 
Cape Town, including flights from 
Johannesburg or Durban, bed 
and breakfast. You will find activi-
ties from just across the road of 
the Riverside with the World of 
Birds and the Red Bus passing 
along to Hout Bay Harbour and 
Table Mountain to Robben Island, 
easy access to Chapmans Peak, 
Clifton and Camps Bay and all the 
other treasures in this sought-
after part of the world. 
 
HOW TO ENTER 
Send us the e-mail addresses 
of friends, to subscribe to this 
newsletter. Make sure they are in 
agreement and that they won’t 
unsubscribe when prize is won! 
Bring us racing friends. The  
person who sends us the most 
new subscribing friends between 
now and 25 November wins the 
prize! Send your details and the 
suggested mails of friends to  
editor@turftalk.co.za Send as 
many entries as you can, we’ll 
keep track of all of them. Good 
luck! - tt. 

Noble Secret tops Summer Cup betting boards 

NOBLE Secret has lost some support at Betting World and has drifted to 7-1 after his unplaced 
run in last Saturday’s Grade 2 Peermont Emperors Palace Charity Mile over 1600m at Turffon-
tein. However, the track ran fast and he battled to keep up with the field but did run on well to 
finish just 4.20 lengths off winner Coral Fever. 

However, one horse who did please the public 
was Mike de Kock’s four-year-old Irish-bred Buffa-
lo Bill Cody, who ran away from his opposition in 
Race 11 to win as he liked. He had not run since 
31 May and was expected to need the run but he 
ended up winning by 3.70 lengths. That saw his 
merit rating rise from 94 to 102 and means if he 
should take his place in the Summer Cup he will 
carry a light weight. He and stablemate Cascape-
dia are at 8-1 along with Gold Cup winner It’s My 
Turn. Charity Mile runner-up and winner, Tilbury 
Fort and Coral Fever, are at 10-1 and 11-1 re-
spectively with Like A Panther at 14-1 and Tak-
ingthepeace at 16-1.  

The last two are also from the De Kock yard. Made 
To Conquer from the Justin Snaith yard is also priced 
up at 16-1. 
 
Betting World’s betting on the R2-million G-
BETS Gauteng Summer on Saturday 1  
December: 
 
7-1 Noble Secret; 8-1 Buffalo Bill Cody, Cascapedia, 
It’s My Turn; 10-1 Tilbury Fort; 11-1 Coral Fever; 14-
1 Like A Panther; 16-1 Made To Conquer, Takingth-
epeace; 25-1 Arctica, Gambado, Hero’s Honour, So-
cial Order; 33-1 Liege, Sabina’s Dynasty, Soldier On; 
35-1 Full Mast; 40-1 and upwards others.- TAB News. 

mailto:editor@turftalk.co.za
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Racing should fight against ‘lefties’ 
BEN DORRIES of Australia’s Racenet.com.au believes racing is suffering damage from animal 
activists and, in the wake of The Cliffsofmoher’s death in the Melbourne Cup, writes in his 
opinion column: “It’s time for the racing industry to push back against some of the lefties, 
tree huggers, animal activists and other assorted types by producing more facts and figures 
and solid reasoning surrounding the welfare of thoroughbred racehorses.” 

First things first, the death of The Cliffsofmoher was 
an awful racing tragedy and there is no doubt that 
the racing industry needs to work alongside some 
animal welfare groups with the common objective 
of horse welfare. 
 
But some of the lefty fringe dwellers that drop from 
trees every Melbourne Cup day to get their five  
seconds of fame need to be put back in their box. 
 
Every Melbourne Cup day, there seems to be  
organised social media campaigns that sprout to life 
within minutes of a horse getting into any sort of 
trouble. 

While strappers and other racing people weep open-
ly whenever something goes amiss with a horse, do
-gooders on social media use it as a platform to yell 
their views from the rooftops with little or no facts 
or figures, or evidence to back them up. 
 
This is where the racing industry must do better by 
providing cold, hard evidence that the vast majority 
of racehorses live fulfilling lives and are looked after 
like kings and queens. 
 
Most of them are incredibly pampered by their  
trainers and owners who do anything to try to make 
sure no harm comes to them. 
 
Don’t get me wrong – it was terribly sad what  
happened to The Cliffsofmoher and some other  
Melbourne Cup horses in recent times. 
 
But at least these horses were put down humanely 
– what about the hordes of brumbies in the wild 
that get injured and must endure long, slow,  
miserable and agonising deaths?  - tt. 

Give good stayers a 
bloody chance! 

 
TRAINER Dan Katz has issued a heartfelt plea to the 
authorities to change the terms of some of the  
staying races in the Cape summer season. 
 
He said: “There are three races in Cape Town for 
stayers leading up to the big one, the Western Cape 
Stayers on Met day, yet all three – Woolavington, 
Cape Summer Stayers and Chairman’s Cup – are 
handicaps. 
 
“The best horses should be running in these fea-
tures and the public want to see them, but you 
can’t continually pitch your good horses into them 
with huge weights, and nor should they be 
weighted out like this.”  - TAB News. 

http://www.morrisvee.co.za/
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Real job commitment! 

HERE’s Flemington Park’s Track Manager, Liam O’Keeffe, 
grabbing a loose horse that threw it’s jockey after Race 9 
on Melbourne Cup Day and following the tragic  
Cliffsofmoher incident. O’Keefe (33) ran onto the track to 
prevent any further fiasco’s in front of 88,000 racegoers. 
The youthful O’Keefe has a staff of 35 – that includes 25 
track staff and 10 track work supervisors. They oversee the 
main track, 10 training tracks and a swimming pool. 

Are Wednesdays Wacky? 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/
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http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
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