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   Tuesday 6 November 2018 www.turftalk.co.za  *  editor@turftalk.co.za 

Amberley Snyder, the paralysed barrel racer. 

The inspirational story of Amberley Snyder 
WHEN Amberley Snyder was flung from her rolling pickup truck and through a wooden fence 
post, she lost the use of her legs— but she never lost hope. Instead of feeling sorry for herself, 
she got back in the saddle and returned to the rodeo arena. Now twenty-five, she just bought 
a younger, faster barrel horse, and has a new career as a motivational speaker. 

From the age of three,  Amberley Snyder knew what 
she wanted to do: ride horses.  At seven, she was 
rodeoing, and by her senior year of high school she 
had made it to the National High School Finals Ro-
deo and was the 2009 Little Britches Rodeo Associa-
tion All-Around Champion.  Then, the unthinkable 
happened.  In 2010, she was driving through Wyo-
ming en route to the National Western Stock Show 
in Denver. After stopping for petrol in Rawlins, she 
glanced down to check a map, drifted across the 
highway and rolled her truck at 75 miles an hour.  
She had forgotten to fasten her seat belt. 

Lying in the snow on the side of the road, Amberley 
could see the crushed wreckage of her pickup near-
by.  She had been flung out the driver side window, 
but was conscious—and thinking clearly—which al-

lowed her to quickly figure out that she had no 
feeling in her legs.  Somehow, she found her 
phone and called for help.  After being rushed to 
Rawlins Hospital, and then life-flighted to Casper, 
Wyoming for surgery,  Amberley, now a paraplegic, 
had one question for her doctors,  “When can I 
ride again?”  
 
The doctors told her that part of her life was prob-
ably over; that she would never walk again, and 
probably never get back on a horse.  But they did-
n’t factor in the heart and determination of the 
lanky, now 25-year-old cowgirl who currently has 
her 2nd year professional rodeo permit—and a new 
title on her business card: Motivational Speaker. 

“It was definitely an adjustment, and I had to  
adjust my goals,” she explains.       (to page 3) 

http://www.turftalk.co.za
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TOTE BETS WITH INTERBET ARE  
DIRECTED TO TOTE POOLS  

 
Interbet do not offer the “open (Tote) bet” – 100% 
of all Tote bets are directed into the Tote pools. 
This means that (unlike Tote bets placed with book-
makers that lay all or part those bets themselves), 
the “rake” from the Tote pools goes directly towards 
running horseracing and paying owners’ stakes.  

AMBERLEY SNYDER (fm p1) 
 
Only four months after the accident, Amberley was 
back in the saddle.  But it was too soon.  With no 
use of her legs and impaired balance, the experience 
was disappointing, physically and emotionally.  She 
refocused on college, but tried riding again the next 
spring, after retrofitting her saddle with extra straps 
and a junkyard seat belt.  It clicked. 
 
Soon Amberley started barrel racing again, on  
Power, the same spirited former racehorse she’s 
rode for almost a decade. She and Power have since 
clocked times faster than her quickest pre-accident 
runs in several arenas including the standard  
pattern.  In 2015, Snyder was voted the fan-
favourite exemption to compete at The American, 
RFD-TV’s multi-million dollar rodeo.   
 
“Here I was,” she says, “competing with women like 
Lisa Lockhart, Charmayne James, Fallon Taylor, 
women who had been my idols.  Charmayne, espe-
cially, was so great!  We hung out and she made me 
feel like I was part of the group. And Lisa had heard 
I wanted to meet her famous barrel horse Louie, so 
she brought him around so I could meet him.” 
 
Though it was her passion for barrel racing that 
helped pull Amberley through her recovery, there is 
more to life now than running the cans.  “I speak to 
groups now, sometimes kids at schools, sometimes 
groups of all men.  I tell my story and try to inspire 
people, to let them know they can do anything they 
want to do.   

“It doesn’t matter what your circumstances are. I 
talk to people sometimes and they say ‘I want to do 
this or that.’ So I say, OK, what do you need to do 
to make that happen? Then they have all these  
reasons why they can’t make it happen. I always 
say, why not?” 

When asked how she keeps a positive attitude when 
things get challenging, she explains “even on hard 
days, look for one thing that is positive. It can be 
anything—like your favourite song on the radio—and 
if you appreciate that, your mood will change.   
Moments of appreciation are the key.  There is  
always something good you can find.” 
 
Sharing the positive has become Amberley’s new 
career.  To answer the frequently asked question, 
“how do you do that?” she has started posting 
“Wheelchair Wednesday” videos on YouTube,  
documenting exactly how she mounts her horse un-
assisted, and other seemingly impossible tasks.  The 
short videos are not only an instructional gold-mine 
for equestrians with special needs, they are  
profoundly inspirational for anyone faced with  
unexpected life events. 

As for the future, scientific and medical  
advancements—or a miracle—may someday provide 
a way for her to walk again. “I have no doubt that 
I’ll walk again,” Amberley states unequivocally.  “It’s 
been six years and nine days since I walked, and 
sometimes I’m like Oh, I am so ready to walk again.  
But I am so blessed to have this career. Everything 
happens for a reason.” - full report on  
Cowgirlmagazine.com. 

Let’s do a Curbstone Shuffle! 
 
WE hate wasting time and words on inconsistent 
horses, but sometimes one doesn’t have a choice. 
The value at the Vaal today lies with 25-1 shot 
Curbstone Shuffle in Race 6 over 2000m and 
here is the reasoning: She has dropped from a  
career high merit of 77 to a career low of 61. Just a 
few months ago, in May, when she was a 76, Curb-
stone Shuffle finished on the heels of Sunshine Silk 
over today’s distance, 2000m—in a MR85 Handicap, 
so she has the ability to win in MR74 class today, 
no doubt. Sheer inconsistency has resulted in her 
dropping all the way down, but boy, if she comes to 
the track in a good mood she’s going to win by a 
few lengths. If not, well, we can always play the 
blame game, or go hide under a rock! Some decent 
racing throughout the day and we’re especially  
interested to see how Scott Kenny’s Lone Survivor 
will go in Race 8. This lightly raced sprinter won 
with his head in his chest last time, bumps a bit 
stronger but could well be a Class Above! We could 
see a nice race too when promising three-year-olds 
Mr Flood and Captain’s Princess go to post in 
Race 9, with Wonderwall in with a chance too on 
ratings. Value in Red. 
 
Vaal Selections: 
 
Race 1: (3) Scoop (4) The Pink Panther (10) 
Cizeron (13) Storm Report 
Race 2: (10) Blanco (3) Gone With The Wind (4) 
Myrrh (5) Takatul 
Race 3: (3) Sweet Red (12) Peggy Carter (8) 
Viserion (11) Ever Fair 
Race 4: (1) Greek Fire (3) The Dazzler (2) Daffiq 
(7) Major Return 
Race 5: (5) Miyoshi (11) So Long Spring (7) Well 
Connected (6) Visogoth 
Race 6: (9) Curbstone Shuffle (8) Excalibur’s 
Return (1) Redberry Wood (4) Live In Love 
Race 7: (6) Come The Day (1) Diamond Dancer 
(8) Obvious Child 
Race 8: (5) Lone Survivor (7) Carbon Atom (9) 
What A Captain (3) Gimme a Wave 
Race 9: (2) Mr Flood (5) Captain’s Princess (1) 
Wonderwall (6) Viking Trail 

http://www.interbet.co.za/
http://www.cowgirlmagazine.com
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Help Turf Talk grow, win great holiday prize! 
HOW does a three day/three 
night stay in beautiful Hout 
Bay sound?  
 
Turf Talk is giving away just that 
in our Turf Talk Holiday  
Competition which will cost you 
nothing to enter, but can win you 
a fabulous prize worth R15,000! 
 
THE PRIZE: 
A three night stay, this  
December, for two people at the  
magnificent Riverside Boutique 
Hotel in breath-taking Hout Bay, 
Cape Town, including flights from 
Johannesburg or Durban, bed 
and breakfast. You will find activi-
ties from just across the road of 
the Riverside with the World of 
Birds and the Red Bus passing 
along to Hout Bay Harbour and 
Table Mountain to Robben Island, 
easy access to Chapmans Peak, 
Clifton and Camps Bay and all the 
other treasures in this sought-
after part of the world. 
 
HOW TO ENTER 
Send us the e-mail addresses 
of friends, to subscribe to this 
newsletter. Make sure they are in 
agreement and that they won’t 
unsubscribe when prize is won! 
Bring us racing friends. The  
person who sends us the most 
new subscribing friends between 
now and 25 November wins the 
prize! Send your details and the 
suggested mails of friends to  
editor@turftalk.co.za Send as 
many entries as you can, we’ll 
keep track of all of them. Good 
luck! - tt. 

Readers’ tributes to Chris Gerber 

Thank you so much for what was a wonderful tribute 
to Chris Gerber. Just a note, Born in the USA was not 
his favourite Springsteen song!  But we so appreciate 
your message. Thank you, shattered and heartbroken. 
-Jonathan Gerber, Johannesburg 
 
Moutonshoek-bred Tirzan ran 3rd in the Java today 
(Saturday), and Chris Gerber would  have been proud 
– 2nd run after 3 months off! -Allan Preddy, part-
owner. 
 
Well done Turf Talk, this was a beautiful write-up 
about Chris Gerber. This is how I will also remember 
him. -Andre Nel, Plattner Racing. 
 
It was indeed truly inspirational to have known Chris 
Gerber. -Ashley McNabb, Johannesburg. 
 
Thanks for the wonderful tribute. Never think you 
don’t make a difference.—Colin Gordon, Johannes-
burg. 

THE life of Chris Gerber (left) will be celebrated 
today at his beloved King Edward VII School in  
Johannesburg and his brother Johnny posted this 
photo of him and Chris (taken a few years ago) 
on Twitter this morning. “Today I will make a 
legend proud,” said Johnny. Chris died of  
complications following his contracting malaria on 
a fishing trip, last week.  

mailto:editor@turftalk.co.za
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BSA graduates were dominant at Charity Mile  
BLOODSTOCK South Africa graduates dominated feature race action at Turffontein, on  
Peermont Emperors Palace Charity Mile day last Saturday.  

All of the of the G2 Peermont Emperors Pal-
ace Charity Mile, G3 Graham Beck Stakes, 
and Listed Java Handicap went the way of 
horses purchased off BSA auctions. 
 
Ascot Stud have been enjoying a particularly 
fruitful spell of late, and the Parkers’ well 
established farm are responsible for breed-
ing the 2018 Charity Mile winner Coral  
Fever. 
 
Now a six-year-old, the remarkable Judpot 
gelding showed his class in Saturday’s win, 
lugging 61kgs to victory in one of South Af-
rica’s most historic 1600m events. 
 
A winner a stride before and a stride after 
the past, Tilbury Fort was relegated by a 
nose as Coral Fever lunged with all his heart 
to gain an unlikely victory in a time of 96,26 
secs 
 
Coral Fever, who races for Sylvia Vrska and 
Colin Bird, was a bargain R130 000 buy off 
the 2014 Emperors Palace National Yearling 
Sale –he has since gone on to earn more 
than R4 million in prize money! 
 
Coral Fever’s seven wins now include four 
graded scores, with his previous big race 
wins including theG1 Premier’s Champions 
Challenge, G2 Colorado King Stakes and G3 
Jubilee Handicap. 
 
Other Bloodstock South Africa sold thor-
oughbreds to land feature races on Saturday 
were National Park and Ali Bon Dubai –
winners of the G3 Graham Beck Stakes and 
Java Handicap respectively. 
 
Bred by the Missing U Syndicate, the 3yo 
National Park outclassed his rivals to land 
the R250 000 feature by 5.8 lengths and 
take his tally to four wins from eight out-
ings. 
 
Clearly among the leaders of his generation, 
the gelded son of Gimmethegreenlight, who 
was winning the first graded race of his ca-
reer, was a R240 000 buy from the 2017 
National Sale. Out of the six time winning 
Camden Park mare Fancy Park, National 
Park races for his breeder in partnership 
with Bryn Ressell, Hedley McGrath and Mark 
Wright. 
 
The Maine Chance Farms bred Ali Bon Dubai 
gave BSA a perfect start to the day when 
landing Saturday’s first race, the Listed Java 
Handicap, for owner and trainer Geoff 
Woodruff.  
 
A son of deceased Singspiel sire Lateral, Ali 
Bon Dubai landed the 2400m Listed race by 
a whopping 5.4 lengths, taking his number 
of wins to six and his earnings to over 

ALI Bon Dubai, Java Handicap. 

R500 000. 
 
Owned by Messrs Pansi  & 
Sandhiran Govender in  
partnership with Noel and 
Robyn De Robillard, Ali Bon 
Dubai was a R100 000 buy 

from the 2015 National 
Yearling Sale. His Querari 
half-brother, Zulu Warrior, 
fetched R80 000 at Sun-
day’s Emperors Palace 
Ready To Run Sale. -  tt. 

http://www.tabonline.co.za/
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 HKJC won’t be replacing trainer Freedman 

HONG Kong Jockey Club chief executive Winfried Engelbrecht-Bresges has declared there will 
be no mid-season replacement for departing trainer Michael Freedman. 

The Australian announced last week he will be  
handing in his licence after Saturday’s Sha Tin  
meeting and returning home for family reasons. 
 
That leaves slots available for at least two trainers, 
but Engelbrecht-Bresges says while it is likely there 
will be an appointment ratified after the licensing 
committee meets in “December or January”, they 
will not be starting until next season. 
 
“I don’t think it would be fair to everybody to give 
out a new training licence. We’ve done our first 
analysis and we don’t think it is necessary to put a 
trainer in during the season,” he said. 

 
 
“We feel we have sufficient opportunities for  
racehorse owners to go to different stables, espe-
cially now with Conghua and secondly, it’s not really 
fair to bring somebody in with such short notice and 
therefore they would be severely handicapped.” 
 
Despite the success of the two local trainers who 
were recently appointed – Frankie Lor Fu-chuen and 
Jimmy Ting Koon-ho – the priority is to find “one or 
two” expatriates. 
 
“Obviously we have promoted two very successful 
local trainers recently, but looking at the historical 
ratio we are two short in relation to expatriate  
trainers. To keep things balanced that is what we 
are after,” he said.  - SCMP. 

MICHAEL Freedman. 

Lady Eli sells for $4.2-million 
 
THE first session of the 12-day Keeneland  
November Breeding Stock Sale got the auction 
started on a solid note, with an octet of seven-
figure horses leading the trade, including the $4.2-
million champion Lady Eli. 
 
At the end of Monday's session, a total of 120 hors-
es sold for revenues of $56,429,000. The average 
sale price finished at $470,242, the median closed 
at $350,000, and the buyback rate settled at 29 
percent. 

 
Because last year's Book 1 comprised a pair of  
sessions instead of an ultra-select single day, the 
figures are not directly comparable between open-
ing sessions, but gross, average, and median were 
all higher than the leadoff day in 2017. 
 
“I think it's as we forecasted,” said Bob Elliston, 
Keeneland's vice president of racing and sales. 
“There's just continued strength in the domestic 
market for high-quality offerings. Even at the top 
end, it was the Japanese and the domestic buyers. 
The Yoshida family – both Shadai and Northern 
Farms – came in a big way, and we appreciate very 
much how they supported us. Across the board, 
there was real strength that I think is going to  
foreshadow a solid sale here.”  - Paulick Report. 

LADY Eli. (Keeneland). 

http://www.morrisvee.co.za/
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Come Rain or Shine! 

IT’s been pelting down in Melbourne for days and race day 
conditions were horrendous on Tuesday, but that didn’t 
prevent R87,500 racing-mad fans from attending the  
Melbourne Cup at Flemington Park, won by Godolphin’s 
Cross Counter.  

NOTICE: SALE POSTPONED! 
Please be advised the Horses In Training 

and Mixed Sale planned for 3 December at 
Kenilworth has been postponed until next 

year due to insufficient entries. 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/
http://www.racingassoction.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.kuda.co.za/
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