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WéHANN Smith, exceptional team builder. 

7 QUESTIONS to... 

WE’ll be interviewing prominent racing and breeding 
industry  personalities in our new bi-monthly column,  
“7 Questions to…” starting today with Kuda  
Insurance and Cape Thoroughbred Sales CEO,  Wéhann 
Smith, who has impressed with his firm leadership in 
tough recent times. 

Wéhann Smith 

It’s just over a year since you took over as CEO of 
Cape Thoroughbred Sales (CTS). Give us a few 
words on your experience so far? 
 
I was thrown in the deep end and things have been 
turbulent at times, but exciting and enjoyable all the 
same.  While bloodstock has always been my passion 
I’ve learnt to see matters from a breeders’ perspective 

as opposed to an owners’ perspective which is 
important in the Kuda business. I’ve had to 
learn to understand breeders and their specific 
needs. CTS has confirmed itself as a part of the 
international sales roster with a growing  
international client base. It has been great for 
me to build international relationships, and to 
also see how things are done elsewhere.  
 
How have you managed to balance your 
duties at Kuda with your new role at CTS? 
 
In a way it was a blessing in disguise, as I cer-
tainly had to learn to delegate better!  
Fortunately I’ve always had a rock-solid team 
behind me at Kuda and they have taken on 
more responsibilities. We take care and pride in 
the people we appoint. Kuda is in a healthy 
space and we’ve built a strong, independent 
back-office.  
 
One of the reasons for my employment at CTS 
was the potential synergies between the two 
companies. Selected functions of both could be 
shared by the back office to the benefit of both 
and ultimately to the benefit of the industry. 
 
A year ago there were rumours that CTS 
was on its last legs, that we’d see maybe 
one more sale before it closed? Are you 
back on a solid footing? 
 
We were well aware of the rumours, in fact 
there are still a few doing the rounds, but we’ve 
had two sales since I took over and we’re fine, 
things are going well. In the beginning I got 
upset when I heard people spreading rumours 
and adding tails to every rumour but in the end 
it’s always better to focus on what is happening 
now.  
 
We have a good international brand, our  
directors are committed for the long run, 
they’ve built the brand at great expense to 
themselves and we are not going anywhere! We 
want to concentrate on doing what we do well, 
and doing even better. 
 
Tell us about your Ready To Run  
Catalogue for 23 November 
 
We have a strong catalogue with an excellent 
spread of sires and black type. There are fewer 
horses catalogued this year, and this does  
certainly improve your odds from a buyer’s per-
spective, given that we will still race for R2.5m 
come November 2019. From a seller’s  
perspective this will result in greater  
competition amongst buyers and I am expecting 
a strong result.                             (to page 2) 
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WEHANN SMITH (fm p1) 
 
We’ve seen some positive signs of 
cooperation in the market,  
perhaps a greater willingness for 
the two sales companies to work 
together? 
 
Well, competition lies at the core of 
capitalism, and by that I mean healthy 
competition in which one party doesn’t 
go out of its way to put one over the 
other. If that happens, everyone  
actually loses. We’ve made it our  
principle to conduct ethical business 
which benefits all in the breeding and 
racing industry. 
 
There have been some high-
profile resignations and changes 
in racing recently. Do you have a 
view on that? 
 
Change is good for any industry, 
change is necessary at times. Racing is 
evolving and needs change to survive, 
to keep evolving. The important thing 
to remember is that all the codes of 
racing rely on the top of its  
organisational structures to remain 
healthy and function correctly at all 
levels. We are in an era in which we 
have to set differences aside, we have 
to work together for the benefit of the 
greater sport of racing. It starts at the 
top. 
 
You are a keen owner and you 
race mostly in the Cape. How do 
you feel about the future of Cape 
racing? 
 
There have been some good initiatives 
to get people to the track. The way I 
see Cape racing and racing elsewhere 
is the same. We have to look after 
owners, and we have to look after 
punters. The race day experience is 
absolutely vital. When a punter comes 
racing, or he brings his friends, they 
must enjoy it to the extent that they’d 
like to increase their participation,  
perhaps via ownership.  
 
As for owning horses, I believe it has 
to retain an element of exclusivity, the 
owner of a racehorse has to feel  
special and have a special experience 
when he attends a race meeting. I 
don’t believe in sitting on the sidelines. 
I believe in making a difference, hence 
my acceptance of a nomination to the 
Western Cape RA Board.  -  tt. 

@turftalk1 

Justin Snaith, raiding PE. 

Snaith’s aces are hotly fancied in 
weekend’s Bay features 

 
JUSTIN Snaith will hold a strong hand in both the R350 000 G-
BETS Algoa Cup over 2 000m on Sunday and the R150 000 Rac-
ing Association Handicap over 1 600m on Friday. 
 
Both are Listed races and will be run on the turf track at Fairview 
racecourse in Port Elizabeth. 
 
Snaith has brought talented three-year-old Frank Lloyd Wright to 
contest the Racing Association Stakes. Although this son of Cap-
tain Al took six races to win his maiden, when he did, it was most 
impressive. 
 
In the Algoa Cup, Snaith saddles Master’s Eye and Magnificent 
Seven, and the latter, who has Richard Fourie up, has won five of 
his last six races. He carries just 54.5kg and should be very hard 
to beat. 
 
BETTING 
 
RA Stakes (Listed) R150,000 over 1600m on Friday 
 
13-10 Frank Lloyd Wright 
22-10 Madame Speaker 
11-2 Just Chaos, March Music 
14-1 and upwards others 
 
Algoa Cup (Listed) R350,000 over 2000m on Sunday 
 
8-10 Magnificent Seven 
8-1 Run Red 
10-1 Mangrove 
12-1 Masters Eye 
14-1 Stormy Eclipse, Querari Viking 
16-1 Laws Of Succession, Plano 
20-1 and upwards others 

ON THE TURF TALK WEBSITE 
 

Charity Mile Field 
Luca Cumani retires 

Galileo surpasses Sadler’s Wells 

http://www.twitter.com/turftalk1
http://www.turftalk.co.za/final-field-for-charity-mile-2/
http://www.turftalk.co.za/top-trainer-cumani-to-retire-in-december/
http://www.turftalk.co.za/magical-galileo-surpasses-sadlers-wells/
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Committed to the industry 
from the top down 

 
AUSTRALIAN Prime Minister Scott Morrison has 
backed the thoroughbred breeding industry, declaring 
horse racing a crucial part of Australian culture.  
 
Morrison was joined by MPs from all sides of politics 
at Parliament House in Canberra to rally behind the 
industry in an event organised by Thoroughbred 
Breeders Australia (TBA) and the Parliamentary 
Friends of Primary Producers.  
 
"It is a fair dinkum, very serious business and  
industry," Morrison said. "It is one that provides  
significant economic and employment opportunities  
especially for rural and regional Australia."  
 
He said racing was synonymous with the identity of 
Australians, pledging to help ensure it remained a 
crucial part of the country's fabric with ongoing 
drought support.  
 
Morrison set the tone of the event by lifting his limited 
edition Winx Carlton Draught can with a toast: "here's 
cheers to the racing industry".  
 
Earlier in the day he had hosted the connections of 
Winx in his office to offer them a personal message of 
good luck as the mare seeks an unprecedented fourth 
Cox Plate on Saturday. 

SCOTT Morrison: “Racing is synonymous with the 
identity of Australians. 

Some sage advice 

OSCAR Foulkes of Normandy Stud tweeted this 
morning: “Life isn’t just about meetings,  
spreadsheets, sales pitches and depressing  
politicians. Had a great chat with this filly this  
morning.” Normandy, on its own and as agent, will 
be sending 25 two-year-olds to the CTS Ready To 
Run Sale on 23 November. 

GAUTENG’s ace three-year-old Van Halen, settling 
in at Milnerton. (Spies Racing). 
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The life of a trainer can’t be all that bad? 
THERE is only one species in 
racing that complains more 
than punters. Trainers. We 
have to hear of everything 
from sore horses to over-
charging vets to slow horses 
to bad tracks to bad training 
tracks to problems with 
grooms to problems with 
jockeys. And of course one of 
the biggest problems is with 
their phones, because they 
seldom return calls or  
messages. Yo, it’s a hard life, 
unless you’re Glen Kotzen 
and you can take your string 
to beautiful Melkbosstrand on 
any sensational Cape  
morning. The pic above, a 
beauty by Chase Liebenberg, 
is of Glen’s horses enjoying 
the seawater at Melkbos and 
below is Glen and wife Kathy 
about to enjoy a beach 
breakfast after work. Life  
really is what you make of it! 

http://www.morrisvee.co.za/
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A day at the ponies! 

A charity day in aid of the Moorcroft Welfare Centre was 
held at Plumpton Racecourse near Brighton, UK, on  
Tuesday and featured a proper pony race for kids.  
Moorcroft re-schools and rehabilitates former racehorses 
so that they can have a real chance at a second career.    

Take a deep breath first! 

PUNTERS on social media got their knickers in a knot after 
Race 8 at Durbanville yesterday in which Vaughan  
Marshall’s Caesura (near side) got up by a short head to 
beat the luckless favourite Vikram. They were swearing at 
everyone from the devil to Arnold Hyde to Donald Trump, 
and Lyndon B probably also got a mention and the racing 
game was condemned to a rubbish heap of crookery and 
daylight robbery. “We wuz robbed, Vikram won!” they 
cried as one. Well, here is the photo finish for all to see. 
While enthusiasm and passionate spirit is what keeps  
racing alive, there remains an element of stooges that like 
to speak out of turn and are apparently not all found on  
African Betting Clan! May we remind you of the prayer of 
the Psalmist -  “Place a guard in front of my mouth, Oh 
Lord!” (Especially if your mouth tends to spew out foolish 
things!) 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/
http://www.racingassoction.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.kuda.co.za/
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