
1 

 

   Tuesday 23 October 2018 www.turftalk.co.za  *  editor@turftalk.co.za 

WINX stretched her legs at Mooney Valley on Tuesday morning.  

Godolphin says Winx has battle on her hands! 
WONDER mare Winx will have two European raiders to contend with as she bids for a fourth 
straight Gr1 Cox Plate victory this Saturday at Moonee Valley. 

Aidan O'Brien's Rostropovich (Ryan Moore) and 
Saeed Bin Suroor's Benbatl (Oisin Murphy) stand in 
the way of Winx claiming her 29th consecutive 
Stakes win in the A$5million event. 
 
The Chris Waller trainer mare has drawn stall 6 for 
Saturday's feature for which she is expected to be 
sent off the 1/4 favourite. 
 
A large crowd assembled at the tie-up stalls well 
before 5:50am at Mooney Valley on Tuesday,  
getting a final glimpse of Winx before she made her 
way onto the track for the final time before  
attempting to make history.  
 
With Hugh Bowman in the saddle, she looked pic-
ture perfect walking onto the track a tick before 
6:30am. Hundreds gathered on the lawn to watch 
the champion have her final dress rehearsal before 

before the big dance on Saturday.  
 
It was nothing more than a maintenance gallop for 
the mighty mare. She cantered from the mile,  
running her last 1000m in 1.11.67. Bowman slowly  
increased the tempo, allowing her to run home her 
final 400m in 24.39.  “We went six three-quarter, 
then I let her pick up from the 400m,” Bowman told 
Racing.com. “I let her use herself around the corner 
because she loves to do it so much.” 
 
Trainer Saeed bin Suroor believes Benbatl is ready 
to challenge the mare in her attempt to become the 
first four-time winner of the Cox Plate. 
 
“I have a lot of respect for Winx, she is a superstar, 
she’s the best in Australian history,” he said. “But 
my horse is really well, he worked good yesterday 
and he’s in great form.”   - tt. 

http://www.turftalk.co.za
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THE wonderful Surcharge (now Yulong Prince) will be joining Mike de Kock in Dubai. 

Yulong Prince to race for De Kock, ambitious owner 
GR1 Daily News winner Surcharge, re-named Yulong Prince after changing hands last August 
in a deal struck by John Freeman, is on his way to Mike de Kock’s stable in Dubai along with 
several other members of the yard that will join the South African’s 2019 Dubai string. 

Yulong Prince is now owned by Yulong Stables, the 
racing interest of Chinese coal mining magnate, 
windfarm and hotel billionaire Zhang Yuesheng, who 
was in the news just recently when he bought a slot 
in Redzel for the Everest Sprint, spending $600,000. 
 
Yuesheng’s ambition is to establish a global racing 
empire. He has raced mostly in Singapore with his 
horses spread with trainers including James Peters, 
Stephen Gray and Desmond Koh and is on record 
saying that he’d like to win a race on Dubai World 
Cup night, “within five years”. 
 
While Yulong Prince will present that kind of oppor-
tunity, De Kock noted that the 2019 QE11 Cup in 
Hong Kong will also be an option. He told Turf Talk: 
“Yulong Prince will be arriving a month late in Dubai 
along with several others, so we’ll be behind in his 
preparation. He could be a Dubai Turf horse and 
we’ll be looking at the big Hong Kong races. 
 
Others in De Kock’s Dubai contingent include Majes-
tic Mambo, Marinaresco, Last Winter (for Dean Kan-
nemeyer) and Fire Away, bought as a stallion in the 
US but with racing prospects before he goes to stud. 
 
Janoobi flew the South African flag last season when 
winning a Grade 2 Zabeel Mile and running on the 
heels of Blairhouse and Benbatl in the Grt1 Jebel 
Hatta.  
 
“I’m expecting Janoobi to do a whole lot better next 

next season.. He is very capable. 
 
When asked whether he had a possible Dubai World 
Cup contender, he quickly responded: “Not that I’m 
aware of. We’ll only race on the grass on World Cup 
Night. No dirt, to be honest.” - tt. 

ZHANG Yuesheng, keen for big winners! 
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TOTE BETS WITH INTERBET ARE  
DIRECTED TO TOTE POOLS  

 
Interbet do not offer the “open (Tote) bet” – 
100% of all Tote bets are directed into the Tote 
pools. This means that (unlike Tote bets placed 
with bookmakers that lay all or part those bets 
themselves), the “rake” from the Tote pools goes 
directly towards running horseracing and paying 
owners’ stakes.  

NEW PROMOTION COMING 
WATCH THIS SPACE 

Sometimes superstition 
works well in racing 

 
WE wanted to use “Twilight Zone” as a headline 
for Durbanville today, but the wily veteran at 
Sporting Post has used that already! We’ll stay 
with the theme of superstition, however (no vam-
pires) and recommend you back Trap Queen 
(Race 1) and Sacred Night (Race 3) who are 
trained by Birthday Boy Glen Kotzen. On a much 
sadder note, we’d really like to see Troop The 
Colour win Race 5 in honour of his trainer Ronnie 
Sheehan who passed away on Sunday. He has the 
form, but is perhaps a bit short at 7-2 to have a 
strike. Short-priced favourites make it hard to find 
value, we’d like to say the professional bettor’s 
value will be the Andre Nel double on Kampala 
Campari (Race 2) and Vikram (Race 8) - that’s 
9-2, but let’s stay with a single bet. Our only se-
lection with longer-priced appeal is Geoff Wood-
ruff’s Burano in Race 4. He is coming to hand 
well, races in a weak field and has an inside draw. 
At 8-1, you can’t get hurt and mind you, we are in 
a bit of form. Play well! Value in Twilight Indigo. 
 
Durbanville Selections: 
 
Race 1: (1) Trap Queen (5) Blush Scarlet (12) 
Princess Penelope (13) Spirit Festival 
Race 2: (1) Kampala Campari (3) Ontender-
hooks (4) Baroness Mary (5) Pacific Chestnut 
Race 3: (3) Sacred Night (2) Cash Call (4) Gal-
lagher (7) Captain’s Salute 
Race 4: (1) Burano (4) Ernesto (3) Sailing Liz-
ard (7) Going Back West 
Race 5: (5) Troop The Colour (2) Grand Sil-
vano (4) Room At The Top (6) Cedar Man 
Race 6: (8) Gimme London (6) Kawakami (7) 
Delia’s Delight (3) Mixed Signals 
Race 7: (5) Trip To The Sky (4) Zeb (2) Red 
Mars (6) Provocateur 
Race 8: (11) Vikram (7) Duke’s Domain (1) 
Ceasura (8) Ladder Man 

An aptly named individual 

JOHN Gosden’s star colt Roaring Lion was thus named 
for a reason, as you can see from this Attheraces  
photo. He’s likely to retire after the Breeders’ Cup. 

http://www.interbet.co.za/
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http://www.capethoroughbredsales.com/
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Former jailed gambler becomes a counsellor 
A UK Post Office worker who stole €1.75 million from An Post to feed his betting habit has 
said that not enough is being done to check where addicted gamblers are getting their funds. 

Tony O’Reilly, from Co Carlow, was jailed for four 
years with one year suspended in late 2012. His 
Paddy Power account, under the name Tony 10, 
had a turnover of €10 million. He is now working as 
an addiction counsellor with a company that aims to 
reduce the harm caused by gambling. 
 
O’Reilly said that bookmakers were not protecting 
their customers and that there were not enough 
checks against money laundering. He was speaking 
after Paddy Power Betfair was fined £2.2 million 
(€2.5 million) in the UK last week for failing to deal 
with potential problem gamblers, while “significant 
amounts of stolen money” were gambled on the 
Betfair exchange.  
 
O’Reilly has written a book called “Tony 10”, in 
which he tells how the buzz and the adrenaline of 
gambling got him hooked and how his betting be-
came progressive throughout the years. 
 
'The biggest bet I ever put down was €40,000 on a 
Norwegian ladies soccer team,' said Tony. 'It sticks 
out because it was random. 
 
'When you are in that gambling cycle you do not 
see a problem. I just kept thinking "I won" and 
would I place bets on whatever was available next.' 
 
The losses outweighed the wins for O’Reilly, but he 
needed to feed his gambling addiction, which led 
him to increasingly devious thefts from the national 
postal service. Those thefts included stealing his 
betting money from bundles of post office cash with 
a pair of pliers so they would not be missed in 
Gorey post office, where he had risen to branch 
manager. 
 
O’Reilly underwent counselling and has now trained 
as an addiction counsellor. He said he stills feels a 
lot of guilt, shame, and regret and is not proud of 
what he did. He now works in Dublin at Teach 
Mhuire as an addiction counsellor.  
 
It is a temporary emergency accommodation for 
people who suffer with an addiction to alcohol, 
drugs, and gambling. They stay for six months to a 
year before being reintroduced to society. 

TONY O’Reilly: Gambling cycles are blinding. 

'I always say to my clients who leave prison that the 
recovery is the hardest part,' said Tony. 'It is hard to 
get your life back on track.' - wexfordpeople.ie. 

Trainer Sheehan passes  
 
VETERAN Cape trainer Ronnie Sheehan sadly 
passed away on Sunday evening following a long 
battle with illness. 
 
Mr Sheehan had suffered a severe blow in June 
when his wife Jackie passed away after her own 
long struggle against emphysema.  
 
They’d had been married for 44 years, and as is so 
often the case with veteran loving couples, Ronnie 
struggled to adapt to the loss of his long term  
partner.  
 
Born in what is now Zimbabwe 82 years ago,  
Ronnie was a hugely popular figure in the Cape 
training ranks, and was always ready with a ribald 
joke or two. He will be missed by all in the racing 
fraternity.  - TAB News. 

http://www.morrisvee.co.za/
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Remember unsung heroes 

EIGHT million horses, donkeys and mules died in World 
War I, the majority from the extreme conditions they 
worked in. Many died on sea journeys because they are 
unable to vomit and seasickness kills them. To mark 100 
years since the end of the First World War, the website The 
Brooke Shop (Every Horse Remembered) highlights the 
struggle of working horses, donkeys and mules past and 
present. Their goal is to reach £1m to honour the millions 
of animals lost and help build better lives for animals  
working in extreme conditions today. 

Happiness is... 

THIS photo, entitled “Rainbow Unicorn” was posted on 
Twitter by “Anwen”, who appears to be a horse lover and 
part-time photographer. Anwen’s profile reads: “I celebrate 
my life every day, for the happiness of living with my 
horse.” Well, Anwen could be a guy or a girl, we’ll go for 
girl, though one never knows in today’s genderless society. 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/
http://www.racingassoction.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.kuda.co.za/
https://www.thebrookeshop.org/collections/every-horse-remembered
https://www.thebrookeshop.org/collections/every-horse-remembered
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