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   Monday 22 October 2018 www.turftalk.co.za  *  editor@turftalk.co.za 

          Mondays with DAVID ALLAN 

 

 
 
** converted from Guineas (= £1.05) to Rand on approximate current rates. 

2018 Tattersalls Yearling Sales Median** Average** 

Book 1 3.35 million rand 5.42 million rand 

Book 2 1.1 million rand 1.54 million rand 

Book 3 200,000 rand 320,000 rand 

Book 4 40,000 rand 62,000 rand 

A look at Lower Level Yearling Sales 
IN the cauldron of intensity that is Tattersalls Yearling Sales, it would be unlikely – on the 
Sunday when it is all over – to have room in the head for anything else to write about.  

It’s true that 30,000 people attended Ascot for 
“Champions Day” to see what turned out to be the 
final races (and victories) of the 4 year old Cracks-
man and the 3 year old Roaring Lion, the former 
loving the autumnal Soft and the latter hating it but 
bravely overcoming its effect on his action. 
 
But other people have written all about that, so let’s 
look at the yearling sales but from the bottom, and 
not at the top. 
 
Lot 2097 at the end of Book 4 brought just over two 
weeks of continuous inspecting and selling to a 
close. 
 
The resilient circus of agents and managers plus 
owners, investors and trainers rushing in and out 
had already “done” two weeks in Ireland at Tatter-
salls Ireland and Goffs, with Goffs UK (aka Doncas-
ter) and Arqana having happened earlier. 
 
The average in Book 1 was nearly 100 times the 
average in Book 4. Needless to say, many people 
who attend Book 4 do not attend Book 1 and vice 
versa. Book 1’s fireworks have been widely report-
ed. Book 4’s spluttering fizzle has not, but it has a 
purpose in the sense of a sales company serving 
breeder clients as well as they can. 
 
Last year, we made the very first purchases in the 
UK for the country of Kyrgyzstan, with its new 12 
million US Dollar racecourse adding to the track in 
the capital Bishkek. Commentary on the Kyrgyz situ-
ation has been given in an earlier column to be 
found in the archive (10th September) on the link 

http://www.allanbloodlines.com/downloads.php  
 
So we shan’t go on about that now, other than to 
summarise that in that (mini) Book 4 of 2017 only 
around 38 sold and we bought about a quarter of 
them. Not for commission gain, but as part of a  
project to help build up a newly emerging racing 
nation. With one exception they have all won at 
least once and have their 3 year old years yet to 
come. 
 
This job is very difficult and just as laborious as 
when identifying purchases such as for individual 
owners and our UK syndicates in Books 2&3 and 
their equivalents at other sales. 
 
For Central Asia, sprinters are definitely not wanted, 
so we can knock out a lot of the catalogue straight 
away based on the page. Then, given the budgetary 
constraints, the trick is to check everything  
remaining for something buyable that will run. 
 
Most “smaller” racing countries – Spain, Greece, 
Cyprus, Poland, Czech Republic, Serbia  and so on – 
go for low cost Horses in Training rather than  
yearlings, so it is “quite something” to bring in a 
new buying country to hoover up lesser yearlings of  
adequate quality. 
 
This year, we did not need Book 4. Book 3 has  
become “Everyman’s” source of trainers’ horses and 
– sadly for their breeders – a lot of low cost  
yearlings of fair merit. Books 1 and 2 are very “hot” 
with anything decent inevitably having a good-to-
stratospheric pedigree and being   (to p2) 

http://www.turftalk.co.za
http://www.allanbloodlines.com/downloads.php
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Tattersalls Fox. 

DAVID ALLAN (fm p1) 
 
good-to-gorgeous physically. So we worked very 
hard to find a truck load at lower cost that had  
nevertheless qualified physically for Book 3. 
 
We broke some vendors’ hearts. A stunning filly that 
frankly I would have recommended for racing in 
England at around 15-20,000 cost 3,000 guineas 
because her sire had “fallen off a cliff” in terms of 
desirability. Yet we have had good success with that 
sire (fee too high at £12,000) in England and the 
Middle East. Now in Central Asia we hope. 
 
Those vendors have built that family but fell victim 
to sire-centricity. However please don’t have too 
much sympathy. As a consignment company, they 
sold a Kodiac filly for exactly 200 times that price in 
Book 1. 
 
For other reasons too, sympathy for the breeders/
vendors may be limited.  
 
There is absolutely no excuse for sending a yearling 
that is underdone i.e. not worked, fed and generally 
prepped in a proper programme. Yet some do it. Of 
course we can see through it or round it, but the 
end-user (owner) of that budding racehorse is going 
to have to understand what catch up feeding and 
work will be necessary before pressing on. 
 
 “Underdone” is one thing. Serious incorrectness is 
another. Let’s take “turning out” (of a forefoot, let’s 
say at the “ankle” not from the knee) as an example. 
Of course, a few degrees of turning out one or the 
other (not both) can be tolerated and indeed be 
knowingly allowed to happen, but there is little ex-
cuse these days for presenting anything that turns 
out significantly. 
 
In the Book 4 situation, you do find them. That may 
be a question of either budget or quite rare incom-
petence. If dealt with gently at the foal stage, a stud 
farrier can usually fix “turning out” without  
compromising strength or athleticism or (to p3) 

The farrier works with the foal’s foot. 

Underdone later foaled filly - lovely pedigree - 
snapped up to be trained in Newmarket after 4 
months development. 
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DAVID ALLAN (fm p2) 
 
the meeting of the growth plates. Now there is far 
less evidence of significant correction than in days 
gone by. 
 
Much correction is achieved by pinning. I can’t quote 
figures off the cuff but loads of Irish foals are pinned 
at a cost of around €1,000. The pin goes in, the  
offending joint is thus influenced and the pin is taken 
out. The “chat” amongst vets and stud people is that 
pinning, where appropriate, has substantially  
replaced periosteal stripping. 
 
The difference in standard between Books 3 and 4 is 
easily visible, therefore an elision of the two wouldn’t 
work.  

Book 4 is pretty awful, but is a means of serving 
breeders who [maybe should not] breed these ani-
mals. Grading within Books 1&2, then 3, then  
plummeting to 4 is generally very well executed. 
 
Now – this year – the same sales company is refus-
ing a large number of foal sales entries due to over 
production and doing so on criteria such as sire 
centricity. The observation “This will eliminate Book 
4 yearlings” is not at all appropriate. The refusals 
are made without inspection.  
 
The rival UK sales company (Goffs UK aka Doncas-
ter) has popped up with a new foal (and horses in 
training) sale on 7th December and may be about to 
offer pinhookers some very nice rejects.  - tt. 

Gosden’s superstars will be retired to stud 
SATURDAY’s Queen Elizabeth II Stakes hero Roaring Lion (Kitten’s Joy) will join the Qatar 
Racing stallion ranks at Tweenhills Stud next year, after a possible crack at the Breeders' Cup 
- with a decision on that made in the coming week depending on how well he recovers from 
his heroics in the Qipco-sponsored race for jockey Oisin Murphy. 

The four-time Group 1 winner is one of three new-
comers to the roster at the Gloucestershire opera-
tion for 2019, along with Sussex Stakes winner 
Lightning Spear, a keeping-on seventh behind Roar-
ing Lion at Ascot, and exciting young Australian stal-
lion Zoustar. 
 
Gosden paid tribute to his star colt, saying: “Roaring 
Lion is a gorgeous horse to look at. He is really a bit 
of a pin up boy! He stands over a lot of ground, has 
a great head and outlook, great neck and shoulder, 
and wonderful depth. 
 
Gosden’s other star, Cracksman (Frankel), will also 
be retired after his spectacular Champion Stakes win 
under Frankie Dettori. 
 
"I've never known anything quite like it," said Op-
penheimer. "We knew he was a good horse but it 
has been very frustrating having to wait so many 

many months. "I don't know where he goes to stud 
as we had to see how he did today. We'll start  
negotiating with somebody." 
 
As those negotiations start a fabulous career ends. 
The career of a champion.  - RP Bloodstock. 

CRACKSMAN retires, with usual riff-raff from owner. 
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WARFARER wins the Listed Michaelmas Handicap over 1900m under a well-judged ride from Mark Khan. 
(Candiese Marnewick). 

Leazanne Forbes saddles first Listed winner 
TRAINER Leazanne Forbes saddled her first Listed winner when Warfarer (7-1) came storming 
up late to win the Listed Michaelmas Handicap over 1900m from Roy Had Enough and Sabina’s 
Dynasty. 

The pace was muddling, with New Fort 
slowing it down up front, then speeding it 
up again, leaving Celtic Captain squeezed 
out and out of steam while both the  
favourites American Landing and  
Marchingontogether were caught flatfooted. 
 
The three backmarkers pounced and it was 
Mark Khan who produced Warfarer with the 
strongest finishing effort to win a good race. 
Warfarer, by Querari, was a R120,000 buy 
at the 2015 BSA National Yearling Sale and 
is trained by Forbes for her father, Chris 
Fenwick. 
 
“We are all very excited and thanks to my 
dad, who is looking after the kids so I could 
saddle Warfarer,” Forbes told interviewer 
Paul Lafferty. She praised her team and 
added: “It’s very special for us to win this 
Listed race together.” 
 
Warfarer, a lightly-raced five-year-old, 
comes from the family of Girl On The Run, 
Spanish Blade and Barcelona Baby.  
Warfarer is now a 5-time winner with an  
additional 8 places to his credit, and has 
earned R455 763 in stakes. -  tt. 

@turftalk1 

Readers’ search for books 
 

I lent my copy of Jeffrey Bernard’s More Low Life, a  
collection of his columns in The Spectator, to some low life 
whose name escapes me and who never returned it. (-As 
discussed in Mark van Deventer’s column, 19 Oct. –Ed) 
 
If you know who you are and read this – please return – 
you will remain anonymous. 
 
Low Life and More Low Life are classics. Will buy or does 
anyone know where I can buy copies? 
 
Andrew Harrison, Durban. (andrewh@goldcircle.co.za) 

CONGRATS to Wendy Whitehead and connections for  
another excellent win with sprinter Hard To Play, on the  
upgrade! 

http://www.twitter.com/turftalk1
mailto:andrewh@goldcircle.co.za
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http://www.capethorougbredsales.com/
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SWISS watchmaker Longines presented Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II with the prestigious 2018 Longines 
Ladies Award, celebrating the Queen’s lifelong achievements at the very highest level of global equine 
sport. Longines Vice President Juan-Carlos Capelli, International Federation of Horseracing Authorities 
(IFHA) Chairman Louis Romanet, and Fédération Equestre Internationale (FEI) President Ingmar De Vos 
presented the award to Queen Elizabeth II during QIPCO British Champions Day at Ascot Racecourse, on 
Saturday, Oct. 20. Taking place for the sixth consecutive year, the Longines Ladies Awards celebrate wom-
en who have consistently performed at the highest level and made a significant contribution to the eques-
trian industry through their work. As an owner and breeder of Thoroughbreds as well as the patron of the 
Thoroughbred Breeders' Association, Queen Elizabeth II has always taken a keen and highly knowledgea-
ble interest in the equestrian world. She often visits race meetings to watch her horses run, and she also 
attends equestrian events, such as the Derby at Epsom, one of the classic flat races in Britain, and the roy-
al meeting at Ascot, of which Longines is an official partner and timekeeper.—americasbestracing.net. 

Gauteng’s first match 
race in almost 30 years 

 
A match race between Stuart Pettigrew’s Soldier On and 
Ashley Fortune’s Tsitsikamma Dance, the winners of the 
respective legs of the Grand Heritage Series at Turffon-
tein on Saturday, is planned for the Vaal on 8 Decem-
ber. 
 
Phumelela Racing Executive Clyde Basel told Turf Talk: 
“The race will be run over 1475m. We want to make an 
event of it, it’s early holiday time and a week after the 
Summer Cup. We are finalising the prize money and the 
conditions of the race with the sponsor. Chances are 
that both Soldier On and Tsitsikamma Dance will run 
again before then and that their ratings may change.” 
 
There is just half a kilo in it on merit ratings after Satur-
day’s races. Soldier On is rated 91, and Tsitsikamma 
Dance is rated 90. The latter won in 88,42s, the former 
in 88,81s, so they’re almost equal on exposed form, 
both having won 4 of 11 starts and both gutsy as they 
come! 
 
The last match race on the Highveld was held more 
than 28 years ago in July 1990, when Cliffie Otto’s pow-
erhouse sprinter Divine Act (Charles van Booma) beat 
Brainteaser (Piere Strydom) over 1000m in front of a 
capacity crowd at Gosforth Park.  - tt. 

DIVINE Act seen winning the match race in July 
1990, at Gosforth Park. 

FROM TURF TALK WEBSITE 
 

Pat Cosgrave wins Gr1 in Australia 
 

Jean Heming Tribute 
 

Gosden secures UK Trainers’ Title 
 

Ryan Munger, title chaser! 

http://www.turftalk.co.za/cosgrave-wins-gr1-caulfield-cup/
http://www.turftalk.co.za/a-tribute-to-jean-heming-1940-2018/
http://www.turftalk.co.za/a-tribute-to-jean-heming-1940-2018/
http://www.turftalk.co.za/gosden-secures-uk-trainers-championship/
http://www.turftalk.co.za/ryan-munger-emerges-as-title-race-contender/
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Man arrested for  
exploiting bookmakers 

 
A man allegedly exploited a corporate  
bookmaker's promotion to the tune of more than 
$100,000 in cash and betting credits, Queensland 
police say. 
 
The state's racing crime squad allegedly recovered 
almost $18,000 in cash and more than $90,000 in 
betting credits, credit cards and devices in a 
search of the man's car and Surfer's Paradise  
hotel room. 
 
The 23-year-old from Victoria is alleged to have 
exploited the promotion, which provides cashback 
for losing win bets when a horse places second or 
third, with returns paid in credits. 
 
He was charged with dealing with property  
reasonably suspected of being the proceeds of 
crime and has been given notice to appear in 
Southport Magistrates Court on November 5. 
 
"The sharing of information associated with illegal 
betting activity is beneficial to the commission, the 
corporate bookmaker and to the betting public 
who follow the rules," Queensland Racing  
Integrity Commissioner Ross Barnett said.  -
punters.com.au. 

Javier Castellano rides 
5000th winner 

 
JAVIER Castellano, the 40-year-old US Hall of Fame 
Jockey, finally achieved one of his milestones in New 
York, the circuit that has been his home for the bulk 
of the last 17 years, when riding his 5000th career 
winner. 
 
"I won my 1,000th, 2,000th, 3,000th and 4,00th  
races in Florida, so to win my 5,000th race in New 
York is special," said the native of Maracaibo,  
Venezuela.  
 
"I'm very excited and grateful to do it here with this 
strong jockeys' colony with John Velazquez and the 
Ortiz brothers and all the top riders in the country 
who have such great skill. You need to be on top of 
your game here because these young kids have  
talent. You have to ride hard to be competitive." 

Castellano (photo) became the 34th North American 
jockey to reach 5,000 wins by winning back-to-back 
stakes on the Oct. 20 Empire Showcase Day card for 
New York State-breds at Belmont Park. He guided 
Harold Lerner LLC and Nehoc Stables' Runaway Lute 
to a three-quarters-of-a-length victory in the 
$150,000 Hudson Handicap to join the 5,000 Club. 
 
"I thank God for giving me the skill and opportunity 
to ride horses and I've been very lucky and fortunate 
because it's a very difficult job. Anything can happen. 
You can get hurt, but thank God, everything has 
gone smoothly throughout the many years of my 
career," said Castellano, a six-time winner of the 
Runhappy Travers Stakes (G1) and two-time winner 
of the Preakness Stakes (G1). -  Bloodhorse. 

http://www.morrisvee.co.za/
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Booked in history’s annals 

WE reported last week on the (relative) explosion of new 
horse and racing books around the world and here’s  
another one bound to be a smasher -  Winx, The  
Authorised Biography, by Andrew Rule. Australia's world 
champion racehorse Winx has become a sporting giant, 
transcending racing in the same way that Muhammad Ali 
transcends boxing and Tiger Woods transcends golf. Rule, 
her owners, her breeder, her trainer and her rider tell the 
real stories behind the world's greatest racehorse.  

Madness on a Monday 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/
http://www.racingassoction.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.kuda.co.za/
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