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   Friday 19 October 2018 www.turftalk.co.za  *  editor@turftalk.co.za 

FLAMENCO Dancer (Warren Kennedy) was a well-backed, winning roughie for Dennis Bosch stable. 

A punter’s life is marked by chaos and drama! 
IT’s been a torrid week for many punters. Thagar Moodley is one of the Interbet traders who 
so diligently supplies material for this Hits and Misses column. Referring to the thwarted coup 
on Uncle Charlie (40/1 – 4/1) he said, ”I have not seen a horse backed in for so much for a 
very long time.” Uncle Charlie had finished mid pack in a barrier trial, then clocked in 12th of 
16 in a Scottsville sprint before the lights were put out at Greyville on the 14th October, only to 
succumb by half a length to Marchetto. 

Second Request, another heavily traded horse that 
day met the same fate, finishing second to Arianos 
Shadow, whilst Thanksgiving, backed from 22/10 to 
16/10 also failed to get the job done. 
 
Other costly flops included Trippi’s Express, Earl of 
Warwick and Streetfighting Man at the midweek 
Durbanville meeting. The following day in Joburg, 
Fire Side (7/2 – 18/10) managed to get toppled by 
Kimberley raider, Traffic Jam (Traffic Guard). Kissa-
ble, and the day’s highest traded horse, Mazari (14’s 
down to 4’s) were others to deflate punters hopes. 

Thunderstorms brought a premature end to pro-
ceedings on Saturday’s Grand Series at Turffontein. 
 
Isle de France (VAR) justified support in the open-
er, but punters got zapped in subsequent races. 
African Daisy (4’s into 5/2) was beaten by bottom- 
of-the-boards, Neng Kapa Neng (50s) then Insignis, 
who shortened odds-on, got stuck in the rainy bog 
in Race 3, after which the meeting was aborted. 
 
Jeffrey Bernard was a bohemian racing journalist 
during the 70’s and 80’s who could  (to page 2) 
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NEW PROMOTION COMING: 
WATCH THIS SPACE 

Follow the big stables! 
 
THERE is a peach of a card at Turffontein  
tomorrow and if we’re not interrupted by rain (that 
creepy old chap with the Cowboy hat probably 
prayed too much) we can make a bit of cash on 
the runners trained by Sean Tarry and Mike de 
Kock. We’ve tipped them four and three winners  
respectively ad we like ‘em all, especially Mutrib 
(Race 9, 7-1), for value—his rating’s dropped to 65 
and he is undoubtedly better than that. We’re 
sticking with last week’s 7-1 value on feature race 
runner Ttsitsikamma Dance, the Captain Al  
gelding in Race 5, and going for some 20s on Chris 
Erasmus’ lightly raced Nitro Charge in Race 10. If 
we get there. Value bets are advised  
eachway, and appear in Red. 
 
Turffontein Selections: 
 
Race 1: (4) Forest Express (2) American Indian 
(1) Kamakura (6) Glamorous Scandal 
Race 2: (2) Chariot Of Gold (5) Gottalottaluv  
(6) Fariha (3) Barbie Doll 
Race 3: (3) Takingthepeace (2) Deo Juvente 
(1) Liege (10) Come The Day 
Race 4: (12) Lake Kinneret (6) Soldier On (7) 
Chepardo (5) Purple Diamond 
Race 5: (8) Tsitsikamma Dance (5) Mardi Gras 
(1) Mujallad (7) Bold Viking 
Race 6: (4) Just As I Said (3) Catkin (14) Gim-
me Hope Johanna (9) Strawberry Pavlova 
Race 7: (1) Captain And Master (6) Warrior’s 
Rest (3) D’Arrivee (7) Roll Of Drums 
Race 8: (7) Visuality (11) Perfect Tigress (3) 
Mar Del Sur (5) Melinda’s Garden 
Race 9: (8) Mutrib (3) Master Magic (4) Senor 
Lizard (7) Bosphorus 
Race 10: (3) Anjom (12) Welsh Harp (13) Bridge 
Of Spies (1) Lithuanian’s Dream 
Race 11: (5) Bell Canto Chorus (8) Giglio (3) 
Sun Up (4) Royal Future 
Race 12: (6) Nitro Charge (3) Moshav (4) Quat-
tro (2) Now And Forever 

TOTE BETS WITH INTERBET ARE  
DIRECTED TO TOTE POOLS  

 
Interbet do not offer the “open (Tote) bet” – 
100% of all Tote bets are directed into the Tote 
pools. This means that (unlike Tote bets placed 
with bookmakers that lay all or part those bets 
themselves), the “rake” from the Tote pools goes 
directly towards running horseracing and paying 
owners’ stakes.  

CHAOS AND DRAMA (fm p1) 
 
genuinely emphasise with dispiriting struggles like 
these, something all gamblers confront when losing. 
 
He wrote articles for a time in the Sporting Life, and 
his gritty, Low Life column in The Spectator was  
tellingly described by Jonathan Meades as “a suicide 
note in weekly instalments.”  
 
A hard-drinking character whose chaotic life was 
turned into a West End play, called “Jeffrey Bernard 
is Unwell”, starring Peter O Toole, his boozy excesses 
inevitably saw him needing time recovering in  
hospital, prompting this recollection.  
 
“In the next bed there was an Irishman who told me 
that he’d been psychologically unable to work for ten 
years. ‘At one point,’ he informed me, the mention of 
the word work made me feel physically sick’. 
 
“The psychiatrist in the place was Irish too. On the 
third day of my confinement he came along with a 
great wad of papers, an instrument for measuring 
blood pressure, a thermometer and a midday  
newspaper.  
 
“I thought he was going to ask me the story of my 
life, but not a bit of it. He got straight to the point: 
‘Do you think Tiernascragh can beat Phaestus?’ I had 
a look at the weights and told him no. ‘You really are 
in a bad way,’ he told me and left to back  
Tiernascragh and thus prove I was mad. 
 
“When he came back he told me he’d won on the 
horse of his choice, but that he’d had a saver on 
Phaestus just in case I happened to know what I was 
talking about. As he left the room he remarked, ‘We 
had a journalist in here once who was so good at 
tipping that we kept him in for five months!’ ” 
 
Perhaps inspired by such sustained winning spells, 
local punters have recovered to savour their share of 
successes too -especially those that follow Paul Peter 
on the Highveld. The Turffontein based trainer land-
ed a notable treble on the 11th October. Corrido 
(Mambo In Seattle 6/1 – 7/2) won a Work Riders 
race to get things underway, then Gavin Lerena 
steered Monopolize (Elusive Fort) home at 6/10 in 
the second, followed by Peruvian jock Carlos Herrera 
Gomez rousting Rebels Champ (Rebel King) to round 
off a fine three timer, in a Pinnacle Stakes. 
 
Furla’s win in Race 3 was one for the ‘sharpies’.  
Diane Stenger’s filly woke up big time over the 
1200m sprint to eke out a slim margin victory over 
Rosario. Devoid of form in four tries prior to a break, 
Furla was punted from 40/1 into 20/1 after three 
months off track. She’d obviously improved and 
strengthened during the time off. 
 
Horseplayers in Durban landed some serious hits on 
Sunday.  Roy’s Riviera, Golden Pheasant (20/1 down 
to 5’s but with a deduction due to a scratching) and 
Flamenco Dancer (also backed as a long-shot) all 
received proper support and obliged. 
 
Entered in a Pinnacle Stakes, Roy’s Riviera represent-
ed a huge edge in class having run about three 
lengths off Oh Susanna, African Night Sky, Redberry 
Lane and Fiorella in potent features during (to p5) 
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CHAOS AND DRAMA (fm p2) 
 
the KZN Winter. Despite sleep-walking out the 
stalls, she duly proved much the best to bring a 
smile to those who punted her at 4/1, or  
bankered her in exotics through Interbet’s  
user- friendly site links with SafTote. 
 
Golden Pheasant, trained by Darryl Moore, landed 
a strike in a MR 72 handicap. The task may have 
become somewhat easier with Drunken Sailor 
coming out at the start, but it was still a gallant 
second win from 10 starts for the son of Antonius 
Pius.  
 
Flamenco Dancer’s win in the finale was full of 
drama. In an actively traded race between the top 
two, Dunzie and The Bungalow, it took an alert 
market reader to notice money coming for Dennis 
Bosch’s filly from an opening call of 20/1. Flamen-
co Dancer (Trippi), who last won in December 
2017, prevailed by a lip in a blanket finish at an SP 
of 6/1. If Jeffrey Bernard was still around and on 
the winner, he would’ve  most certainly overdone 
the celebration!  - tt. JEFFREY Bernard, a thirst for playing horses. 

HK stands firm on Aussie simulcast suspensions 
HONG Kong Jockey Club chief executive Winfried Engelbrecht-Bresges is unapologetic after 
pulling all but two simulcasts from Australia, costing race clubs Down Under millions as the 
quarantine quarrel drags into a second year. 

Hong Kong punters will only be able to bet on two 
meetings from Down Under this season – the  
Melbourne Cup and the Cox Plate – with the Jockey 
Club still waiting on government approval for the 
latter. 
 
Last season, six race days from Australia were  
simulcast in Hong Kong and the change means the 
host clubs of those meetings miss out on extra  
income from the betting turnover. 
 
It strips about HK$3 million (A$500,000) from the 
bottom line of those clubs for each meeting – money 
they did not have to do anything extra for. 
 
The move is a direct response to the ongoing  
quarantine stand-off. 
 
“We have clear guiding principles on how we select 
simulcasts. First is where Hong Kong horses run. 
Secondly, where horses from international races 
would come to Hong Kong and the third one is races 
that have an overall outstanding international  
significance,” Engelbrecht-Bresges said. 
 
“Our horses cannot go to Australia and Australian 
horses cannot come here, so naturally there is a 
shift in our priorities in relation to simulcasts. These 
criteria have been agreed as guiding principles with 
the government, so therefore we follow this. 
 
“We had the discussion that definitely the Melbourne 
Cup is a race we have to cover. Theoretically, 
[European] horses could come to Hong Kong. If you 
look at the Melbourne Cup in its own right, it  
definitely is a horse race that is known worldwide so 
it was in. 

“Then we had a look at the Cox Plate and,  
especially with Winx running, we felt it was  
definitely a race we wanted to include. 

 
 
 
“For the foreseeable future, these are the two key 
races from Australia we will simulcast.” 
 
The quarantine dispute stems from the addition of 
the Jockey Club’s HK$3.8 billion facility at Conghua 
across the border in mainland China to the Hong 
Kong biosecurity zone, with Australia’s Department 
of Agriculture and Water Resources (DAWR) sus-
pending the direct movement of horses on October 
2 last year because it wants to evaluate any risks. 
 
It means to get horses to Australia from Hong 
Kong they have to spend six months in a third 
country before being cleared to make the trip. It 
makes it impractical for Australian horses to com-
pete in Hong Kong and vice versa.  -SCMP. 

WINFRIED Engelbrecht-Bresges. 
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ROARING Lion will contest the QEII Stakes at Ascot, Saturday. 

Roaring Lion goes for straight mile, on soft track 
ROARING Lion (Kitten’s Joy) will revert to a mile in Saturday’s Queen Elizabeth II Stakes at 
Ascot rather than contesting the Champion Stakes over 2000m. 

The John Gosden-trained colt, who has won three 
Group Ones over a mile and a quarter on his last 
three outings, is owned by Sheikh Fahad al Thani’s 
Qatar Racing Ltd, a subsidiary of Qipco who sponsor 
Champions Day. 
 
Roaring Lion has not run over 1600m since finishing 
fifth in the 2000 Guineas in May before he went on 
to win the Dante Stakes at York. 
 
As over 40 millimetres of rain fell at Ascot at the 
weekend, the ground is predominantly heavy on the 
round course while the Queen Elizabeth II Stakes 
takes place on the straight mile, which is currently 
soft, heavy in places. 
 
Roaring Lion has a preference for quicker ground, 

which has had a bearing on the decision. 
 
Sheikh Fahad’s racing manager David Redvers said: 
“It’s been confirmed this morning that he’ll go for 
the QEII as unfortunately there’s no sign of the 
ground drying up to not have heavy in the  
description on the round course. 
 
“Obviously it’s disappointing he can’t compete in 
the Champion Stakes, but all along we’ve know 
that while we don’t have too much of a fear about 
him acting on soft ground, he’s got too good an 
action to have him flying through mud. 
 
“Also, he seems to be more about speed this horse, 
he’s not a grinder – he’s got a serious turn of foot. 
He seems in remarkably good fettle. -  Racing UK. 
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Eatin’ Mike’s heart away! 

AT first glance, this could be a shot from the Woodstock 
Festival, but the girl in the pic looks far too sober. Rather, 
it’s an absolute treasure from Bass Racing featuring mom, 
Carol, in the parade ring some time in the 1970s…  
probably around the time Smokie had a hit song called, ‘Oh 
Carol’. So who’s she looking at? We can picture Mike Bass 
in the mind’s eye, having just saddled up, and crooning, 
“Well, I was out cruisin', gettin' late  
And I was losin' when I saw you walkin' my way  
So nonchalant I bet you get what you want 
But so do I and I ain't losing' today…  
Oh Carol, you got me eatin’ my heart away…” 

Funny you should mention that! 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/
http://www.racingassoction.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.kuda.co.za/
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