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   Wednesday 17 October 2018 www.turftalk.co.za  *  editor@turftalk.co.za 

Racing fans need to 
quell the negatives! 
 
OLIVIER Delloye, the former managing director of 
French sales company Arqana and now the man at the 
helm of French racing, answer’s a few quick-fire  
questions from TRC. 
 
Who do you think is the most important figure 
in the history of racing around the world? 
 
I won’t be very original. To me, John Magnier is the 
most influential figure of the industry. He has not only 
been visionary, he has managed to implement his  
vision through a rare ability to take risks, involve great 
partners, and build a team of an incredible  
horsemanship and professionalism. And he did it on a 
global scale from Europe to Australia and the USA. 
That’s hugely impressive. 
 
Which is your favourite venue and race 
(anywhere in the world)? 
 
Tricky question. If I reply the Qatar Prix de l’Arc de 
Triomphe, I’ll be accused of bias. If say something 
else, I could be sacked!   
 
More seriously, the Arc is an obvious answer. The race 
has been rated as the best in the world twice in the 
last three years [in the Longines World’s Best  
Racehorse Rankings]. It is the big European finale, 
coming at a perfect time in the season. The regular 
Japanese attempts to win the race have added some 
more value and interest over the last years. 
 
Apart from the Arc, I’m a big fan of the Melbourne 
Cup. This race is just fascinating. It is the talk in the 
general media for days, it creates a real buzz in the 
city, the attendance is huge, Flemington is a fantastic 
racecourse … and I find it quite extraordinary that a 
stayers’ handicap has remained the ultimate race in a 
country where there is so much emphasis on speed 
and precocity. 
 
What is your fondest memory in racing? 
 
I have been racing since I was very young and  
probably those childhood memories have left the 
strongest mark on me. I would say Arazi in the Breed-
ers’ Cup Juvenile (see video below). To win on the dirt 
with a French 2-year-old seemed unachievable. And 
the way he did it was absolutely extraordinary.  
 
I would also mention mention Miesque in the Prix du 
Moulin de Longchamp defeating the great Soviet Star. 
She had tremendous speed and class. I was fortunate 
to witness most of her G1 wins.   (to page 2) 

 
“I’m truly annoyed to see 
too many opinion leaders 
in racing always pointing 
out the negatives. How do 
you expect to attract new 
people to racing (gambling, 
ownership) if the industry  
players themselves are not 
acting as ambassadors?” -  
 
-Olivier Delloye  

http://www.turftalk.co.za
http://www.thoroughbredracing.com
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“It is rare for an active stallion to be making such 
an imprint across the bloodstock landscape!”  

-Racing Post Bloodstock, October 2018 

 “Pivotal’s influence is felt across the generations and         
around the world” 

HEVERSHAM PARK FARM stands 
WINGS OF DESIRE (GB), the  
highest rated freshman sire in 
South Africa and the only son of 
Pivotal at stud in our country. A 
Gr1 performer, he has covered 42 
mares so far this season, already a 
record for a Gauteng Stud! Of 
course, we can breed horses here! 

WINGS OF DESIRE (GB) 6 b h by Pivotal from Gull Wing (In The Wings)  

ENQUIRIES: FRED BRONS: 083 325 8161 * blueprint@thoroughblood.co.za  www.hevershampark.co.za 

CORRECTION TO ARTICLE 
 

FOR a reason we are at a loss to explain, the  
following sentence was omitted from yesterday’s 
article about Darren de Wet and the trainer of the 
speedy imported filly Rizla Blue, which was  
essential to the intro. "She was the best sprinting 
filly from the time, trained by Ernie van Biljon, but 
the Kinnears had a whole handful, I will have to 
look in my library," he said. Sorry for that Darren! 
-Editor.

OLIVIER DELLOYE (fm p1) 
 
What do you see as the biggest challenge 
racing faces today? 
 
I’d say sports betting, which is a real threat for 
the racing industry’s financial resources.  
Everywhere in the world where sports betting is 
legal, it is big and getting bigger.  
 
This issue is naturally linked to racing’s level of 
appeal to the younger generation and how we can 
manage to make our sport more apparent in their 
everyday lives. 
 
If you could change one thing in racing, 
what would it be? 
 
I’d love racing professionals and fans to adopt a 
more positive attitude. I’m not saying we can’t 
raise the issues and debate what needs to be  
improved, but I’m truly annoyed to see too many 
opinion leaders in racing always pointing out the 
negatives.  
 
How do you expect to attract new people to  
racing (gambling, ownership) if industry players 
themselves are not acting as ambassadors? No 
wonder the customer base is shrinking if we do 
not start promoting racing ourselves. -  tt. 

READERS’ LETTER 
 
I thoroughly enjoy reading Turf Talk on a regular  
basis and have to agree with Darren de Wet that the 
racing vibe at the race course has gone away for  
various reasons.   
 
I can remember missing a few races at the saddling 
area because you had to get a good position to watch 
the “big races” on the stands otherwise you would 
not see the race properly.  
 
Mr and Mrs Oppenheimer and Mary would stand next 
to my Dad… Mac Magua who was a “whizz” at photo 
finishes and would take a bet with the bookmakers 
on the photo finish.   
 
Mrs Oppenheimer used to get so excited when my 
Dad told her that her horse had won.  She was such 
a wonderful natural lady.  No “airs” about her.  So 
exciting.   
 
Bookmakers where an absolute must at the  
races.  Ask Rod Bechus.  Without them the punter 
was lost.  I also had many many badges which were 
unfortunately stolen.  I really and truly miss going to 
the races but these days you can’t even sit down and 
have a decent cup of tea. Before you could have a 
wonderful afternoon with your family and racing 
friends between races a enjoy good company.   
 
Ormond Ferraris can also confirm many many old day 
memories. Such a wonderful trainer. When he wins a 
race I am so happy because he reminds me of the 
“old days”.. but going forward I do enjoy Tellytrack 
and although we all have some complaints in general 
IT IS A VERY GOOD marketing tool for racing.  It just 
needs a few more knowledgeable racing people. 
 
- Vivian Mansour, Johannesburg 
 
SEND LETTERES TO editor@turftalk.co.za 

https://www.racingpost.com/bloodstock/bloodstock-latest/pivotal-s-influence-felt-across-the-generations-and-around-the-world/348597
mailto:mailtoblueprint@thoroughblood.co.za
http://www.hevershampark.co.za
mailto:editor@turftalk.co.za
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GR1 Tsogo Sun Gold Medallion winner Van Halen, seen here in his Kuda-sponsored light sheet. 
He makes his first appearance as a three-year-old (his first run since May) in an Assessment 
Plate over 1200m at Turffontein on Thursday and trainer Tobie Spies reported: “He has done 
good work and he is fit for this race. He’s drawn a bit wide, but we don’t foresee a problem 
with that.” Van Halen will be trucked to Cape Town after this race. His ultimate aim is the CTS 
Million Dollar Sprint, or the mile, on SunMet Day, and he will have a run before that, with the 
Cape Guineas not excluded as a possibility. 

Paddy Power Betfair slapped with heavy fine 
PADDY Power Betfair has been fined £2.2 million (about R 41 million) by the British Gambling 
Commission after an investigation found the company failed to protect customers and stop 
stolen money being gambled. 

The commission said the company had inadequate 
checks in place into potential problem gamblers, 
while “significant amounts of stolen money” were 
gambled on the Betfair exchange. 
 
Paddy Power Betfair were ordered to pay £1.7 mil-
lion to GambleAware, the UK’s leading problem 
gambling charity, with the remaining £500,000  
returned to those who were impacted. An additional 
£50,000 will go towards the commission’s  
investigation costs. 
 
Gambling Commission executive director Richard 
Watson said: “As a result of Paddy Power Betfair’s 
failings, significant amounts of stolen money flowed 
through their exchange and this is simply not ac-

ceptable. 
 
“Operators have a duty to all of their customers to 
seek to prevent the proceeds of crime from being 
used in gambling. These failings all stem from one 
simple principle – operators must know their  
customer. If they know their customer and ask the 
right questions then they place themselves in a 
strong position to meet their anti-money laundering 
and social responsibility obligations.” 
 
The investigation found five different cases of  
failure, three concerning customers using Paddy 
Power’s website and shop, with the other two cases 
coming from the exchange.  -RP. 
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http://www.bsa.co.za/
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http://www.capethoroughbredsales.com/


7 

 

Enable could be headed 
for Breeders’ Cup 

 
ENABLE has been given the green light to head to 
Churchill Downs for the Breeders' Cup Turf. 
 
The dual Prix de l'Arc de Triomphe heroine has 
come out of her victory at ParisLongchamp in tip-top 
shape, and connections could find no reason not to 
travel Stateside. 
 
Given her truncated season due to injury, her victory 
in France was just her second race of the season, 
and trainer John Gosden revealed afterwards that 
she was only around 85% because of a minor  
setback following her comeback win at Kempton in 
September. 
 
In a statement, owner Khalid Abdullah's racing man-
ager Teddy Grimthorpe said: "Prince Khalid has  
given the go ahead for Enable to run in the Breed-
ers' Cup Turf, Group One. 
 
"No decisions on her future will be made until after 
the race." 
 
Given no horse has ever won the Arc three times, 
after the Breeders' Cup connections need to decide 
whether to aim for history or retire her to the pad-
docks.—ITV.com 

ENABLE with Frankie Dettori. 

LIGHT A CANDLE FOR JEAN 

FORMER SA Champion Trainer Jean Heming is 
gravely ill at her UK home and her husband Mike 
wrote on Facebook today: 

The Final straight....... 

Jean is very unwell and entering the final 
straight of her last race. 

Many words can be spoken and writ-
ten of Jean, but her legacy is what 
she did. An inspiration to us all. 

Please light a candle and put Jean in 
your thoughts this evening. 

Best Wishes, Mike 

http://www.morrisvee.co.za/
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HERE’s an interesting photo of the late US Jockey Bill “The 
Shoe” Shoemaker, seen at Epsom in the UK with his third 
wife, Cindy Barnes, some time after his retirement in 1990. 
Shoemaker rode 8833 career winners (133 Gr1s) and held 
the world record for number of wins for 29 years. He died 
in 2003. 

‘The Shoe’needed high heels! 

LAST week saw the successful completion of another year 
of the Dubai Future Champions Education Week in  
Newmarket. This project allows Year 8 pupils from the 
Newmarket Academy to take part in a series of activities 
throughout the week, culminating in a day at the Rowley 
Mile racecourse for the whole year group.  

Teaching them early! 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/
http://www.racingassoction.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.kuda.co.za/
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http://www.centralroute.co.za/

