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   Monday 15 October 2018 www.turftalk.co.za  *  editor@turftalk.co.za 

          Mondays with DAVID ALLAN 

Goffs offers a vibrant foal market as well. 

How are things going to look down the line? 
I can’t help thinking that what is going on now will bring about change in the way yearlings 
are consigned in South Africa in the coming years. And not only yearlings. This is a mish mash 
of thoughts that, along with many others, would need a conference to kick into shape but 
here goes. 

Certain stud farms have recently announced keep 
increases. In mid breeding season, 8%, 9% or 
more. If we look from the farms’ perspective, this 
may make perfect sense and may in no way be an 
action to criticise. Costs are costs and if they rise – 
e.g. feed – the small margins to be earned in a daily 
keep rate are insufficient to absorb the rises in feed 
and other direct costs. 
 
It may also be a matter of a managed overhead – 
especially in the breeding season – and having few-
er paying customers to cover it. Stories abound of 
breeders giving up, or not covering this season, or 
“walking away”. The farm is on a hiding to nothing. 

So much so that several farms to our knowledge 
have refused boarders from people whom they 
don’t know because they “might” not pay. 
 
From the boarding breeder’s point of view, many – 
not all but way more than “enough” – have suffered 
poor sales returns, earning unanticipated loose 
change in relation to production and selling costs, 
the latter, as we have pointed out a number of 
times, being relatively high compared to elsewhere, 
adjusted in relation to values. 
 
To be faced very soon afterwards with thumping 
big increases in keep costs engenders  (to page 2) 
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Mares and foals on rich pasture - Hemel 'n Aarde Stud. 

DAVID ALLAN (cont…) 
 
feelings such as “what’s the point?”, “are you  
kidding me?”, or the John McEnroe-ism “You cannot 
be serious!”. 
 
But if that’s the cost, that’s the cost. It may look off
-putting to overseas players, used to negligible  
annual increases since 2008, but it is reality in 
South Africa’s inflationary condition. 
 
Either breeding is unaffordable due to results, com-
pared to many years of self-financing, or maybe 
that mare should not be in production – if so, a cost 
increase would be irrelevant, and the farm would 
adjust to its reduced population, which one would 
project to be insufficient to satisfy demand in 2021. 
 
It’s the same in other countries, where a general 
lack of cost increases (e.g. in Ireland where less 
supplementary feed needs to be bought in) thus 
fuelling over-production. Mind you, in Australia, 
weaker pedigrees in lesser sales still attract  
competitive bidding and buying.  
 
The Australia equation is successful if a little  
confusing. The bare facts are that many of the  
second largest number of produced thoroughbreds 
in the world are bought enthusiastically for  
domestic competition in a country of which the  
entire population is only 25 million. 
 
Go to UK, Ireland and France where vendors are 
having a tough time recovering so-high stallion fees 
other than at the upper end. Count the people. UK 
and France each have more than two and half times 
Australia’s population.  
 
Ireland is special. A little fewer than 5 million and 
most of them want a horse – perhaps excluding the 
influx of EU nationals. “Vill you hef Guinness?” asks 
the EU bar server in the Connell Street pub. Not 
quite the experience anticipated by a visiting  
sample of 40 million “Irish Americans” but charming 
nonetheless. 
 
If around 35-50% of yearlings in UK/Ireland are 
consigned by foal pinhookers, and 35-40% of year-

lings are consigned by consignment companies of 
which there are many, that doesn’t leave so many 
being consigned by boarding/breeding farms.  
Consignment companies charge 3.5% commission 
on the sale (not more) and do an enormous amount 
of heavily focussed work. 
 
Boarding studs may also charge 3.5%, but some 
charge zero commission to year round boarders. On 
the other hand, some studs have turned themselves 
into consignment companies, their own products 
being a small minority. They may prep the stock 
themselves or sometimes “meet” them at the sales. 
 
A client for whom we manage did poorly with a foal 
a couple of years ago, buying her back in  
disappointment. The Irish farm’s reaction?  Five 
months free keep to help get through to the year-
ling sales. “Why would they do that?” asked our 
delighted client. “Because we and you are with 
them for the long term and we share responsibility 
for the disappointment”. 
 
But let’s step away from “what they do overseas”. 
After all, an experienced Cape breeder sitting next 
to me at an event early this year – when the sub-
ject of the International Stud Book Committee  
scrutinising (benevolently) the SA Stud Book came 
up (not brought up by me!) – said “These foreign-
ers need to be told to let us get on with doing it the 
South African way”. 
 
Yeeeeesss. Well that could have been the  
Sauvignon Blanc, we all do that sometimes, but this 
is a (fabulous) risky global business. Let’s check out 
aall its variations, and then by all means pick and 
choose. 
 
I have unashamedly campaigned for proper foal 
sales (weanlings) for years. Of course, the buying 
base is not there at the moment. It would consist of 
pinhooking companies, domestic and international, 
run by experts, gathering numbers of foals; and of 
racehorse owners seeking to by-pass the yearling 
sales and get in early. 
 
Sales companies frequently finance foal pinhookers 
by not requiring payment, or sometimes 50%, at 
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Yearling in the lunging ring. 

DAVID ALLAN (cont..) 
 
the time (while paying out the vendors in full) then 
getting paid 10 months later when the yearling 
sells. 
 
Given the impracticality right now, the only perti-
nent point is that the reasons for a significant  
number of mares being “not covered” in 2018 in-
clude – yes – immediate costs with minimal recent 
income, but in addition the yawning, costly gap  
between now and 2021 yearling sales with  
negligible opportunity for selling in between. 
 
An Alberta coal mining company would much rather 
sell the coal at the bottom of the mineshaft, or at 
the end of the mining strip than move it onto trains, 
rail it through the Rockies to the BC seaport, de-
freeze it, pay for it to be tipped onto conveyors and 
loaded and trimmed on a 150,000 tonner to carry it 

15 days across the Pacific to Japan, Korea or China. 
 
Selling a thoroughbred as a foal (not a chuck out 
but a fully prepped foal who thus benefits from 
knowing how to walk, stand and behave at the 
sales when next in the ring as a yearling) at least 
cuts 10 months of costs and if that ever becomes a 
developed market in SA, can be just as good as or 
better than selling as a yearling. Many stallions’ 
yearling averages are similar to their foal averages.  
 
With the modern demands on boarding farms to 
report, communicate, provide regular photographs, 
recommendation and valuations, not to mention 
monitoring the yearlings microscopically by eye, on 
the lunge and so on, the burden might be eased by 
someone else doing the huge job of sales prep and 
consignment, and even more, by selling them  
closer to the bottom of the mineshaft.  - tt. 
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“It is rare for an active stallion to be making such 
an imprint across the bloodstock landscape!”  

-Racing Post Bloodstock, October 2018 

 “Pivotal’s influence is felt across the generations and         
around the world” 

HEVERSHAM PARK FARM stands 
WINGS OF DESIRE (GB), the  
highest rated freshman sire in 
South Africa and the only son of 
Pivotal at stud in our country. A 
Gr1 performer, he has covered 42 
mares so far this season, already a 
record for a Gauteng Stud!  

WINGS OF DESIRE (GB) 6 b h by Pivotal from Gull Wing (In The Wings)  

ENQUIRIES: FRED BRONS: 083 325 8161 * blueprint@thoroughblood.co.za  www.hevershampark.co.za 

DARRYL Moore with Golden Pheasant (Stuart Randolph) accompanied by head groom Jabulani (left),  
girlfriend Claudia and  friend, Petra. 

Young Moore is committed to making it work! 
DARRYL Moore saddled his first winner as a licenced trainer when Golden Pheasant (5-1) 
posted a workmanlike success in a MR72 Handicap over 1400m at Greyville on Sunday.   
Golden Pheasant, by Antonius Pius, races for Nigel Riley’s Heversham Park Farm in  
partnership with Fred Brons, and was ridden by Stuart Randolph. 

The win came a few weeks after Moore’s grandfa-
ther Ivan, the seasoned veteran, retired and fully 
handed over to Darryl, who will celebrate his 30th 
birthday on Wednesday. 
 
Moore told Turf Talk: “I saddled several winners 
alongside my grandfather but yes, this was more 
exciting. It’s even better when you’re on your own.” 
 
Moore, the son of National Jockeys Academy Master 
Robert Moore, has 20 horses stables at Summerveld 
and he said: “It’s hard, but 20 horses is a start. One 
needs at least 30 or 35 runners to be competitive. 
But it is what I want to do and I am giving it my 
best.” 

Of the 20 horses, eight are two-year-olds and 
Moore said: “We have a few more coming in, in the 
next few months, but what we have looks promis-
ing for later this season. I’ve had no new owners 
come knocking, we all need them, and we’re  
always hoping that one of the bigger owners will  
notice young trainers and offer some support.” 

Born in Zimbabwe and raised in racing, Moore 
spent seven years as an assistant to Charles Laird 
at Randjesfontein and later at Clairwood, before 
joining his grandfather. Golden Pheasant,  
Unbelieveable Lad and the stayer Ballymaine are 
his best older horses flying the flag.—tt. 

https://www.racingpost.com/bloodstock/bloodstock-latest/pivotal-s-influence-felt-across-the-generations-and-around-the-world/348597
mailto:mailtoblueprint@thoroughblood.co.za
http://www.hevershampark.co.za
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RAIN couldn’t keep prospective new owners away from Randjesfontein on Sunday. Mathew de Kock’s 
Onamission Syndicate held an open morning to introduce syndicate members to ‘Arminius’, a Vercingetorix 
colt from the National Sale and to sign up shares in ‘Mahlea’, from the National Two-Year-old Sale. “A fun 
morning with fun people,” said Mathew de Kock. “We had about 50 attending, several new faces and they 
loved interacting with the horses, especially the kids.” Mail onamissionbloodstock@gmail.com for info. 

Giving everyone a chance to own racehorse shares 

Battlers and billionaire 
scale Everest 

REDZEL, Sydney’s super sprinter, is the very reason The 
Everest Sprint just works. 
 
Where else can you find a Chinese billionaire teaming up with a 
bunch of everyday Australians to win the world’s richest turf 
race with Redzel at Royal Randwick last Saturday. 
 
Before a bumper crowd of 40,578, the biggest Sydney  
racetrack attendance in more than 15 years, Redzel sprinted 
into racing’s history books with a second successive win in the 
$13 million The TAB Everest (1200m). 
 
Suddenly, Redzel’s 17 owners put together by Triple Crown 
Syndications Michael and Chris Ward and including people from 
all walks of like including a police officer, school teacher, doc-
tor, taxi driver, concreter, electrician, pharmacist, cricket coach 

and a security guard, were celebrating 
with their slot-holder, Yuesheng Zhang 
(photo), a Chinese billionaire with varied 
worldwide business interests include 
mines, wind farms and hotels. 
 
As the saying goes: “All men are equal 
when they walk onto a racetrack”. 
 
Standing nearby, with tears welling in his 
eyes was trainer Peter Snowden. 
 
“I can’t believe this,’’ said Snowden who 
trains in partnership with his son, Paul. 
“To win it once I thought we were very 
lucky, to win it again is unbelievable. 
 
“I hope I don’t fall out of bed tonight and 
this is all a dream.’’ 
 
Snowden’s wife, Lyn, stood proudly in 
the background as her husband was 
swamped by wellwishers and media. 
 
“I feel like we have got our Winx,’’ she 
said. “Redzel is just amazing.’’ 
 
Syndicator Chris Ward was shaking his 
head in disbelief before putting some 
perspective into Redzel’s historic  
achievement. 
 
“Archer won the first two Melbourne 
Cups and now we have Redzel winning 
the first two Everests,’’ he said.“To win 
the first Everest was unbelievable, to win 
the second one is beyond our wildest 
dreams.’’ - Australian Turf Club. 

mailto:onamissionbloodstock@gmail.com
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Millard tops Hong 
Kong trainers’ log  

 
 
 
REJUVENATED trainer Tony Millard lauded his  
promising batch of up-and-coming horses as “the 
best” he has ever had, following the win of  
Strathallan on Saturday at Sha Tin. 
 
South African Millard took the lead in the Hong Kong 
trainers’ championship race with the victory in the 
three-year-old Chung On Handicap (1000m). 
 
Strathallan – who had the advantage of two prior 
race starts over an opposition that included a num-
ber of first timers – hunted down odds-on favourite 
Big Party to win with jockey Karis Teetan on board. 
 
With the likes of the lightly raced Singapore Sling 
and Nassa in his stable already, Millard said he was 
very happy with his horses and his early season 
form, but was not one to look at winning records 
this early in the year. 
 
“We’re not worried about that, we are worried about 
today only,” he said. 
 
The extent of Millard’s form turnaround with 10  
winners in the season to date is shown by the fact 
that he was able to train just 34 last season at a 
strike rate of 12%. 
 
He is currently striking at almost 20%. 
 
Despite winning strongly up the Sha Tin straight 
over 1000m, Millard said he expects Strathallan to 
improve even further when he stretches out over 
1200m. 
 
“He’s a nice horse and I think he can improve. I 
think what got him over the line today in the end 
was that he had more experience than the others,” 
he said. 
 
Teetan agreed that there is plenty more to come for 
the three-year-old. 
 
“He’s always shown us lots of speed but I think he 
was just a baby and could not finish off the race,” 
said Teetan. “The break at the end of last season 
helped him.”  - SMCP. 

TONY Millard, in top form. 

‘Longsword’ relation beats 
a competitive field 

 
KLAWERVLEI Stud’s popular young stallion William 
Longsword received a further boost to his  
impressive pedigree page when his talented half-
brother Silver God powered home to land an  
Assessment Plate on Saturday. 
 
Silver God, who holds an entry for the 2018 G1 G-
Bets Gauteng Summer Cup, made it win number 
three when scoring for trainer Sean Tarry and own-
er Chris Van Niekerk over 1450m in Saturday’s  
abbreviated Turffontein meeting. 
 
Given a fine ride by rising riding star Luke Ferraris, 
Silver God, who had contested the G1 SA Derby at 
his last start, made a winning four-year-old debut 
when downing front runner Rule The Night to win 
going away. 

 
Bred by Klawervlei, the gelding had been a R2 000 
000 purchase from the 2016 Cape Premier Yearling 
Sale. 
 
Silver God is a half-brother to three winners, head-
ed by the G1 winners Real Princess and William 
Longsword. 
 
The latter, whose sire Captain Al was responsible 
for five individual G1 winners last season, was an 
exceptional racehorse, whose six wins (from just 
eight outings) included both the G1 Cape Guineas 
and CTS 1600. 
 
One of the very best sons of Captain Al, William 
Longsword banked over R4 000 000 during his  
racing career. 
 
William Longsword, whose mates this season in-
clude the outstanding producer Sweet Virginia, has 
made an immediately positive impression with his 
first foals arriving this season to rave reviews.—tt. 
 

WILLIAM Longsword. 

EDITORIAL CONTRIBUTIONS WELCOME 
 
 mail editor@turftalk.co.za 

mailto:editor@turftalk.co.za
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Racing: Venue changes 

 
Important SA venue changes for racing during 
the next week – changes in bold and italic: 
 
Tuesday 16 Oct: Fairview 
(replacing Turffontein 16 Oct) 
 
Wednesday 17 Oct: 
 
Greyville 
 
Thursday 18 Oct: Turffontein 
(race card/fields from Tuesday 16 October) 
which is replacing the Work Riders race meet-
ing 
 
Friday 19 Oct: 
Fairview and Greyville 
 
Sat 20 Oct: 
 
Turffontein (including WSB Grand Series rac-
es and consolation) 
 
Durbanville 
 
Sunday 21 Oct: Greyville 
 
Monday 22 Oct: Fairview 
 
Tuesday 23 Oct:  
 
Vaal (Work Riders meeting from Thursday 
Turffontein 18 Oct, original fields apply) 
 
*alongside original Durbanville meeting 
which will now run as a twilight meet. -  tt. 

Top Gauteng trainers  
consider W-Cape features 

 
MIKE de Kock and Sean Tarry are both considering taking 
on the local hopes in the first Kenilworth Group races of 
the season on Saturday week. 
 
De Kock has nominated Premiers Champion and Joburg 
Spring Challenge runner-up Alyaasaat for the Cape Classic 
and Ghaalla (a close-up third in the fillies Jo’bug Spring 
Challenge) for the Western Cape Fillies Championship – 
formerly the Choice Carriers and before that the Odessa. 

De Kock, successful with Ektifaa two years ago and with 
Phillipa Johnson in 2003, has also entered Nafaayes who 
has won two out of three. 
 
Sweet Mary Lou, Anneka and Sally Called are the three 
Tarry entries for the 1 400m Grade 2 and the three-time 
champion trainer has also entered two for the Cape  
Classic including top-rated Chimichuri Run who was third 
in both the SA Nursery and the Gold Medallion. 
 
Vaughan Marshall, who used last year’s Cape Classic as 
Tap O’Noth’s stepping stone to the Cape Guineas, has 
nominated the Lanzerac Ready To Run-bound Agent Of 
Fortune but stable companion One World is a notable  
absentee. Marshall indicated earlier in the month that the 
Concord Cup (formerly Selangor) on 24 November is the 
more likely target. Joey Ramsden, successful in three of 
the last five runnings, has only one entry – Twist Of Fate 
who was third in the Premiers Champion. 
 
Justin Snaith, who won his fifth WC Fillies Championship 
last season when Snowdance presaged her Cape Fillies 
Guineas and Majorca victories, has entered three plus 
seven for the Cape Classic which he has won only once – 
with Solo Traveller eight years ago. -  Michael Clower/
Gold Circle. 

http://www.morrisvee.co.za/
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UK’s celebrity jockey couple 

THEY’re not quite in the league of David Beckham and  
Victoria Spice Girl yet, but Tom Marquand and Holly Doyle 
are getting their fair share of media attention in the UK 
because they are off-course love birds and regular on-
course rivals. According to The Times, they don’t even 
know their other half is going to turn up at the same race 
meeting; it doesn’t occur to them to check. “You just go 
out and ride and try not to flatten each other, that’s all, or 
you won’t be getting dinner that night,” joked Marquand.  

This year marks the 45th Anniversary of Secretariat's  
Triple Crown victory and, to celebrate the occasion,  
Keeneland Racecourse hosted part of the Secretariat Festi-
val on Sunday. Here’s a fan next to a life-sized poster of 
the famous thoroughbred star. 

Celebrating one of the greatest 

A memory on Monday... 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/
http://www.racingassoction.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.kuda.co.za/
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