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Winx vs Enable - who will come out tops? 

WHO is the best of the two superstars? 

WINX will not be dethroned as the world's premier racehorse despite Enable's performance on 
the other side of the world to record back-to-back victories in the Prix de l'Arc de Triomphe in 
Paris on Sunday. 

Greg Carpenter, Australia's representative on the 
Longines World's Best Racehorse Rankings  
committee, said on Monday that neither Winx 
(rating of 130) nor Enable (125) would improve 
their current marks for the year despite both  
wonder mares winning famous group 1 races so  
spectacularly. 
 
"Yes, Enable won the race but it was a very narrow 
margin from the filly (Sea Of Class) and both of 
them were in receipt of a three pound sex  
allowance from Cloth of Stars (third) and Waldgeist 
(fourth)," Carpenter said on Monday. 
 
"The figures from all the world handicappers will be 
submitted over the next 24 hours but given the 
horses that she beat, the closeness of the finish, 
she certainly wouldn't, I'd think, be rated anywhere 
near 130 for her win." 
 
Last year, Enable took a 128 rating out of her first 
Arc triumph. On Sunday, she became just the  
seventh horse in history to win back-to-back Arcs, 
but the even money favourite had just a short neck 
margin over Sea of Class (54/10) with three  
quarters of a length to 41/1 chance Cloth Of Stars. 

"It was a magnificent win. Incredible to think that 
it was only her second start this season but she will 
not surpass or equal Winx's mark of 130,"  
Carpenter said. 
 
Winx herself will not better her 130 rating for her 
Turnbull Stakes performance. 
 
"For Winx, she beat a filly (Youngstar) - not by an 
extended margin - and well tried horses finished 
close to her. So like Enable, she wouldn't get  
anywhere near 130 for her win on Saturday." 
 
Winx's 130 rating has her narrowly ahead of the 
retired American galloper Gun Runner as well as Sir 
Michael Stoute's galloper Poet's Word, who hold 
ratings of 129.— Andrew Eddy/Racing.com 

@turftalk1 

http://www.turftalk.co.za
http://www.twitter.com/turftalk1
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Go in confident, or 
don’t go in at all! 

 
LET’S discuss the disaster that was last  
Saturday. We went in with a confident double, but 
both got well and truly rolled and so did most of 
the rest on a massive payday for those who 
cracked it. A positive point to take from it is that we 
went in positive and this is something to remember. 
Once you’ve made your selections and double-
checked and devised your betting strategy, stick to 
it. One often hesitates, changes selections or put in 
unnecessary runners and that is a quick way to ‘do 
your tom’. Trust your judgment, take all the  
changes and other factors into account and then 
stick to your game plan. A fixed, positive player 
wins more often than a weak player who changes 
his mind all the time. If they win, they win. If they 
lose, we come back for another day, tomorrow! 
Today, we believe Rivonia Boulevard (Race 3) 
and Make Your Move (Race 7) are two of the 
best things to look through a bridle recently. We 
expected Make Your Move to be odds-on, he’s at 2-
1 and that represents value, we believe, because 
there is really only Whitehaven to beat, and the 
Ferraris runner looks a bit better. Not often we go 
for value at 2-1, but as noted in a previous column, 
one horse always represents value if it looks like a 
two-horse race. Good sentiments too about  
Redberry Wood and Illegal, but they’re just a  
fraction too short. Value in Red. 
 
Turffontein Selections: 
 
Race 1: (2) Fararanga (7) Eskimo Kisses (1) Bel 
Canto Chorus (5) Mantario Express 
Race 2: (7) Blossom (3) Dream On (2) Memory 
Bliss (4) Shezahotti 
Race 3: (5) Rivonia Boulevard (7) Excellent Al 
(8) Blanco (9) Greatest Wish 
Race 4: (1) Redberry Wood (8) Ossetra (6) Ex-
clusivity (10) Wings Of Light 
Race 5: (2) Illegal (8) Arikel (4) Memphis Belle 
(6) Free and Easy 
Race 6: (1) William The Silent (8) Shufoog (5) 
Topmast (2) Royal Cavalier 
Race 7: (7) Make Your Move (5) Whitehaven (8) 
Dorman (4) Shortstop 
Race 8: (5) Toria Lake (1) Gunston (2) Sleepin-
seattle (4) Genesis 
 
DETAILED CARD CHANGES SHEET 

NEW CLIENTS ONLY: Go to Interbet, register  and 
use column on website to indicate Turf Talk (How 
did you hear about us) — you will receive a 150% 
match on first deposits up to R1,000. 

SPLENDID Garden, second leg of Azzie treble. 

Young Azzie’s talent  
shows in his results 

MICHAEL Azzie speaks as highly of his son Adam as 
Mike de Kock speaks Of Mathew, and with Azzie snr 
on an overseas trip, the young Azzie kept the yacht 
sailing at Turffontein last Saturday with a good  
treble.  
 
Major Return (Gavin Lerena) opened his and the 
stable’s account in Race 3 over 1600m with a fluent 
win and received compliments from Lerena after the 
race. Adam commented: “We think Major Return is a 
decent horse. He has one or two problems to  
overcome and if he can do that I believe he will be a 
feature-race contender.” 
 
Major Return’s owner Brian Riley also owns a share 
of the old-timer Splendid Garden, who produced a 
strong late run to win Race 5 over 1600m for jockey 
Karl Zechner. Adam said: “We couldn’t find a race 
for him over 1200m or 1400m, but he was in such a 
good space we decided to give it a go over a mile 
and he rewarded us with a win. 
 
“Splendid Garden is seven years old and mature, 
he’s been a big servant to the stable, having won 
seven races. Sometimes one lets them go too soon, 
there are horses who only come into their own at 
this age. He enjoys his racing.” 
 
Adam expressed confidence on Tellytrack about 
Rock Pigeon, the last twice, and she’s won both  
races for apprentice Nathan Klink, including an easy 
1200m win on Saturday.  
 
“She was merit rated too high and she dropped a 
lot, which has allowed her to race herself confident 
again since. Again, it was a case of some patience, 
waiting for her to get to a winning mark. 
 
“I said on Saturday that Rock Pigeon will win 
if she jumps, she did that and I think she can 
win a similar race to complete her hat-trick. If 
she jumps again!” 
 
We wrote in a column alongside this one about Make 
Your Move’s chances at Turffontein today – Adam 
reckons that his runner Whitehaven is “a smart sort” 
who can give the Ferraris runner plenty of cheek if 
he goes as well over 1400m as he does over 1200m. 
“We’ll see what happens today,” he noted.  - tt. 

https://bit.ly/2OJE6CK
http://www.interbet.co.za/
https://www.interbet.co.za/Login.aspx?Register=true
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GAI Waterhouse, the first lady of Australian racing. 

Trainer Gai Waterhouse  
bestowed with rare honour 

GAI Waterhouse believes the best thing about her induc-
tion into the Sport Australia Hall Of Fame is that she will 
sharing be it with her family on Thursday night. 
 
The trailblazer will join her father Tommy Smith in the Hall 
Of Fame and become the fifth trainer to be included in 
elite company, alongside Bart Cummings, Colin Hayes and 
Etienne de Mestre. 
 
“I can’t remember when Dad was put into it, but it’s going 
to be a wonderful night on Thursday because I’m going to 
have the kids, Tom And Kate, and the grandkids there to 
celebrate,” Waterhouse said. “It is good to get put in to 
something like this before you are in wheelchair when I 
can really appreciate it and enjoy it. 
 
“Dad and I are the first father-daughter to be in the hall 
of fame and to be included in something that is beyond 
racing is very special.” 
 
Waterhouse's battle to gain a trainer’s licence brought 
about what is known as the Waterhouse Amendment to 
the Anti-Discrimination Act in 1992. 
 
She had to work in her father’s shadow but was quickly in 
the spotlight herself, winning seven Sydney trainers' 
premiership and continuing the success of the family  
stable, Tulloch Lodge. 
 
"Growing up, Dad was the person I most wanted to  
emulate," Waterhouse said. "I just wanted to please him 

and try to make him proud of me as I'd tak-
en on the sport that he'd dominated. He 
wasn't just good at it, he perfected it. 
 
“It means so much more to be in the Hall of 
Fame with Dad. If he was looking down he'd 
be extremely pleased, and he'd probably say 
it was well overdue. He'd be very happy and 
probably have wished that he and Mum were 
here to see it. But I feel they will both still be 
there in spirit." 
 
Waterhouse has trained more 7000 winners, 
including 130 at group 1 level, but one 
stands out above all others: Fiorente in the 
2013 Melbourne Cup 
 
“It was one of my greatest moments," Wa-
terhouse said. "No one realises until you've 
actually won the Melbourne Cup that it is life 
changing.” 
 
"It is the ultimate satisfaction and propels 
you to extraordinary prominence in the eyes 
of the average Australian. That doesn't exist 
with any other race." 

-Sydney Morning Herald. 

CALLAN Murray. 

Murray is off the mark 

A relieved Callan Murray was ready to  
celebrate on Sunday night after ending a bar-
ren run with victory on Top Ace in the Class 
Five Birch Handicap (1,800m) at Sha Tin. 
 
It was the first victory of the season for the 
young South African, who has had to deal 
with suspension and a broken nose during a 
tough start to his six-month contract. 
 
“I’ll probably knock a few beers back,” he 
said. “I just wanted a winner, it didn’t matter 
where it came from and I’m just happy to get 
on the board.” 

“I’m relieved more than anything,” Murray 
said. “My last winner was on June 23. It’s the 
longest I’ve ever gone without being in the 
winner’s box, even though I haven’t raced 
because I was off for two months with injury 
and that. It’s a relief to finally get one, it’s 
been a long wait. Riding winners definitely 
gives you more confidence so let’s hope it  
carries on to my future rides.  -SCMP. 
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PIVOTAL, the stalwart stallion at Cheveley Park. 

Stalwart Pivotal makes his presence felt  
WHILE Enable has rightly claimed the headlines after a second stunning success in the Prix 
de l'Arc de Triomphe on Sunday, there can be little doubt that by far the biggest impact of the 
weekend was made by Cheveley Park Stud stalwart Pivotal. 

The 25-year-old's influence was felt across the 
length and breadth of the racing world this week-
end, with his talents best advertised by back-to-back 
Group 1 winners as damsire at Longchamp on  
Sunday. 
 
The first leg of the brace was brought up by Mabs 
Cross, who gained due compensation for an  
agonising near miss in the Nunthorpe Stakes by pre-
vailing in a busy finish to the Group 1 Prix de l'Ab-
baye de Longchamp. 
 
The Prix de l'Abbaye was followed by the Qatar Prix 
de la Foret, which went the way of One Master, a 
daughter of the Pivotal mare Enticing and  
Coolmore's flagship shuttle sire Fastnet Rock, now 
the source of 36 elite winners. 
 
These results have helped consolidate Pivotal's lead 
at the head of the European broodmare sires' table, 

having gone into Sunday already more than 
£500,000 clear of his nearest rival, Galileo. 
 
Barely a week has gone by in the 2018 season 
without Pivotal's talents as a broodmare sire being 
advertised in major races. This year alone his 
daughters have supplied top-flight winners  
Advertise, Cracksman, Fairyland, Olmedo and  
Rhododendron. 
 
One of Pivotal's male descendants also hit the 
headlines over the weekend, with Siyouni's leading 
performer Laurens landing her fifth Group 1 victory 
with in the Kingdom of Bahrain Sun Chariot Stakes 
at Newmarket. 
 
Nobody has really expected the heights he has 
gone on to scale, but having covered limited books 
of 81 mares in 2016, 64 in 2017 and 53 in 2018, 
Pivotal's impact can only deepen further still. –RPB. 

http://www.morrisvee.co.za/
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Sea water wonders 

HORSES love sea water. It is known to reduce  
inflammation from daily strain. Salt water also encourages 
hoof growth and the load bearing aspect of training in  
water can help Laminitic horses. The cold water cools feet 
and relieves pain. But aside from all that, there’s nothing 
like a fresh morning relaxing on the beach! Above, Winx 
cools of at Altona Beach near Melbourne after her Turnbull 
Stakes win. Below, the solidly built Cape Winter Derby  
winner Doublemint enjoys the day out with champion 
trainer Justin Snaith’s string, who often go for beach walks. 

The Tuesday tickle 

Illustration by Randy Glasbergen. 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/
http://www.racingassoction.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.kuda.co.za/
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