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   Friday 5 October 2018 www.turftalk.co.za  *  editor@turftalk.co.za 

RED Herring, well traded by wily punters before a win at Greyville. (Gold Circle). 

Reading mixed betting signals is an art 
SOMETIMES the betting market is easy to read with horses’ odds either shortening drastically 
or drifting out. Occasionally though, punters have to interpret mixed signals as in the strange 
case of Shezashiningstar at Turffontein on the 27th September. 

The Oratorio filly was backed ante-post from 10’s 
into 5’s then drifted right out to 16/1 at the death 
before prevailing narrowly over Cosmic Mist. Beaten 
favourite here was the winner’s stable mate, Ottawa 
who shortened from 15/10 into odds-on but could 
only finish in the ruck over three lengths back. 
 
Punters ended up savouring a productive day, 
smashing a succession of winners including Royal 
Utopia and Forest Express, together with long shot, 
Kamakura (20’s into 8’s) in Race 7. Likewise, the 
Greyville meeting on the 30th was also a profitable 
one for most backers - Red Chesnut Road,  
Kopenhagen, Perfect Peter and the classy, Matador 

Man received spirited action before winning. 
 
We all know from harsh experience that there are 
no sure things in racing. Instead, this is a game of 
probabilities, so inevitably there are bad misses, 
too. Awayinthewoods, (16/10 – 8/10) backed like 
there was no tomorrow, proved a costly fail in the 
first race.  
 
A few well primed players found Silent Crusade as 
an alternative with an outside squeak. Mark Dixon’s 
firster attracted attention at 40/1, shortening into 
20/1 and proved a length to good for the fave.  
Later, bookies got their best result when (to p 2) 
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NEW CLIENTS ONLY: Go to Interbet, register  and 
use column on website to indicate Turf Talk (How 
did you hear about us) — you will receive a 
150% match on first deposits up to R1,000. 

BETTING CASH TO START YOU UP 

Matchett and Strydom to strike 
early at Turffontein 

TURFFONTEIN’s Saturday meeting really is  
something to look forward to, with a nice mix of 
promising young and established older horses set 
to fight it out in various races. Let’s discuss the 
value first and we were quite surprised to see  
Major Return as short as 1-1 in Race 3 — he was 
beaten in a workriders plate last time which may 
mean nothing in reality, but may do too. The value 
is undoubtedly with Paul Matchett’s  
Winter Crusade, fourth in what looked like a 
strong Maiden Plate recently and set for winning 
improvement with Piere Strydom retaining the 
ride. We’re getting on today at 7-1, he’ll probably 
start shorter. Matchett and Strydom combine 
again in the next race, and all the signs are there 
tat Royal Honour is ready to fight out the finish. 
His merit rating has dropped to a level at which he 
will be competitive, he makes most appeal at the 
weights and at 7’s he is a value prospect. Weight 
could also be the telling factor in Race 7 for 
Ghaalla, we’re tipping her to be a first Graded 
winner for Luke Ferraris. Value in Red. Have fun! 

Turffontein Selections: 
 
Race 1:  (8) Gold Lightning (1) Sea Dance (5) 
Dancing Flame (7) Face The Fire 
Race 2: (9) Kir (5) Frankly (4) La Bahia (7) 
Avantgarde 
Race 3: (11) Winter Crusade (7) Major Return 
(1) Royal Pursuit (8) Professional 
Race 4: (5) Royal Honour (2) Dromedaris (1) 
Crowd Pleaser (3) Pagoda 
Race 5: (10) Being Fabulous (7) Shukamisa (3) 
Arctica (2) Infamous Fox 
Race 6: (4) Divine Connection (6) Powered 
Beauty (1) Defy Gravity (3) Norland 
Race 7: (11) Ghaalla (9) Rose In Bloom (2) De-
sert Rhythm (1) Takingthepeace 
Race 8: (4) New Predator (11) Soqrat (12) Al-
yaasaat (2) Hat Puntano  
Race 9: (1) Dame Kelly (4) Penny From Heaven 
(9) On The Double (10) Elusive Strike 
Race 10: (7) Rock Pigeon (5) Lunar Dancer (3) 
Ensemble (1) Goodness Me 

MIXED SIGNALS (fm p1) 
 
both the favourite Fort Carol and heavily backed Se-
cret Dynasty (14/1 – 4/1) got run over in the final 
race. 
 
Punters duffed a couple of shots at Durbanville, too. 
Nao Faz Mal (2/1 – 12/10) is a Silvano youngster held 
in high regard and he was expected to shed his  
Maiden. The first three favourites had all obliged at 
the country course, but those thinking this is an easy 
game were humbled as 75/1 bomb, Brandenburg 
went start to finish. Nao Faz Mal was given every 
chance to get past yet was unable to do so – the  
stable response from Bass Racing was to geld the 
miscreant a few days later. 
 
Margrethe was another money burner, shortening 
from 9/2 into 18/10. She ran third, which was actually 
quite a game try given that she jumped from the  
outside gate - a serious hindrance around the Dur-
banville turns, especially when trying to come from 
off them on a fast track. 
 
Reading the betting exchanges is an art. Black Sail 
was backed on the Friday to win Race 8 at Turffontein 
and he anchored many multiple and exotic  
combinations. Yet, close to race time there was sus-
tained support for the Pomodoro debutant, Shukra 
(14’s to 5’s) with Black Sail drifting out to 11/10. That 
late money proved spot on – Shukra duly scored with 
Black Sail one-pacing it on the rail into third. 
 
A similar scenario unfolded at Greyville. The modest 
Elusive Diva (merit rating of 63) received surprisingly 
strong support, after relocating from Cape Town to 
Durban, as the masses bankered her in Pick 6’s, plus 
she was a common denominator for many multiples. 
The second most traded horse after the favourite at 
Interbet was the aptly named, Red Herring. Canny 
punters who backed her from 33/1 down to 20/1 
were counting their riches afterwards. The tardy  
favourite beat one horse home. 
 
Another intriguing move unfolded at Greyville on the 
26th September. Walterthepenniless had twice run 
close- up places, prompting form followers to side 
with him over the untried Ultra Magnus in Race 2. It 
turned out they should have accorded Ultra Magnus 
more respect as that one blew them all away to  
justify a stream of confident bets that halved his price 
from 4/1. 
 
Yogas Govender’s supporters enjoyed a wide margin 
win with Dirty Harry on the Greyville Poly over 
1900m. We seldom see such runaways on the lawn - 
the typical nature of turf racing where horses are  
conserved early for a furious late rally often sees 
tight, clustered finishes, though when the going is like 
a bog and the early pace is testing, the order of finish 
can be strung out.  
 
Generally, the deeper surfaces of real dirt, and to a 
lesser extent, Poly makes that form of racing  
somewhat different to racing on the weeds,  
particularly when those early fractions are torrid. 
Punters who had lumped on to Dirty Harry (5/2 – 
16/10) could relish a stress-free final furlong. Goven-
der’s charge was way clear of a toiling, Lucius Fox 
who finished second in a different time zone, 8.50 
lengths back. –tt. 

http://www.interbet.co.za/
https://www.interbet.co.za/Login.aspx?Register=true
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Racing NSW conquers Everest in Opera House deal 

THE Sydney Opera House will allow its sails to be lit up with colours, numbers and a trophy to promote 
next Saturday’s Everest horse race. 

NEW South Wales Premier Gladys Berejiklian has handed broadcaster Alan Jones and Racing 
NSW a massive public relations and promotional victory, with her government instructing the 
Sydney Opera House to allow its sails to be lit up with colours, numbers and a trophy to  
promote next Saturday’s Everest horse race. 

With Sports Minister Stuart Ayres acting as the  
broker during a tense two days of negotiations, the 
government has also agreed that the word ‘Everest’ 
should be included in the projections, which will be 
used to promote the barrier draw for the $10 million 
horse race. Racing NSW had also wanted to list 
horse names on the Opera House sails, but that will 
not happen. 
 
The agreement was secured only an hour after 
Opera House chief executive Louise Herron told the 
Herald her organisation would not depart from its 
policy of not allowing logos or branding to be  
projected on to the World Heritage listed structure, 
but would ultimately do as instructed by the  
government. 
 
“If we said yes to this, ‘we’re fine put the Everest 
logo on there' our policy is worthless to us, we’re 

just going to allow whoever comes along to use the 
Opera House as a billboard,’ we would lose our 
World Heritage status,” Ms Herron said, about an 
hour before the government agreed to do almost 
exactly that. 
 
 “We would be seen in the global community as not 
respecting this jewel, this masterpiece of human 
creative genius that is the greatest building of the 
20th Century.” 
 
Despite the Opera House’s policy, the government 
retains the power to instruct it to be used for pro-
motional purposes. When logos have been project-
ed onto the Opera House in the past – for instance, 
for the Wallabies rugby team or to mark Australia’s 
Ashes victory – this has been done under such  
direction. Ms Berejiklian’s government offered no 
immediate comment on the deal. –SMH. 

http://www.morrisvee.co.za/
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Onamission presents a new 2-y-o to potential owners 
MATHEW de Kock’s Onamission Syndicate has a new young horse on offer, the cheapest they 
have presented to the public so far, but on looks one of the nicest and Mat is excited. 

He’s a two-year-old named Mahlea, bought for 
R80,000 at the BSA National Two-Year-Year Old 
Sale and all-in shares in him are available. Share 
blocks of as little as 1% can be purchased from as 
little as R2,000 for a package deal including training 
fees and basic vet bills for a year. 
 
“As a novelty we’ll also be asking the new  
shareholders to rename Mahlea,” said Onamission 
social media manager Chase Liebenberg.   
 
Naming is a lot of fun, and it will take some thinking 
to rename this colt. He’s by Mambo In Seattle from 
Missy’s Thunder, by Thunder Gulch, which means 
that something like “Thunder Dance” would have 
worked, but she’s a retired champion filly and her 
name is not available.  
 
With a bit of head scratching and some work on 
Google the new partners could come up with some 
interesting proposals, but it’s unlikely that that 
straight-up “Mambo Thunder” or “Seattle Thunder” 
will be accepted. Mind you, “Seattle Thunder” does 
have a nice ring to it! 
 
All prospective new shareholders are invited to join 
Mathew de Kock and his team at Randjesfontein on 
Sunday, 14 October, from 9am.  There will be a 
showing of the current Onamission horses including 
Puget Sound, Elbi and Arminius, and the Mahlea 
syndicate will be discussed and put together.  Mike 
de Kock will also be in attendance and refreshments 
will be served. 
 
Please RSVP onamissionbloodstock@gmail.com or 
accept on Onamission Facebook page. 

@turftalk1 

Enable has a good ’Arc’ draw  
 
ENABLE, last year’s winner of the Prix de l’Arc de 
Triomphe, has been given an ideal draw in stall six 
ahead of her attempt to become only the second 
horse since 1978 to take successive runnings of Eu-
rope’s most prestigious race at Longchamp, Sunday. 
 
The ballot was not so kind to the second-favourite 
Sea Of Class, however, and James Doyle will be 
leaving stall 15, towards the outside of the 19-
strong field, on William Haggas’s filly. 

 
The draw can be highly significant in big fields at 
Longchamp, where horses caught wide can lose 
vital ground.  
 
Four horses were quoted at 20-1 or shorter for Sun-
day’s race before the draw – Enable, Sea Of Class, 
Andre Fabre’s Waldgeist and the St Leger winner, 
Kew Gardens – and Enable was the only one of the 
four to get a single-figure stall towards the rail.  
 
Enable has already been trimmed from 5-4 to 11-10 
following the draw, and she could well set off as an 
odds-on favourite on Sunda. Sea Of Class is a 7-2 
chance while Waldgeist is 7-1, Kew Gardens 12-1, 
and it is 33-1 bar the four.—The Guardian. 

Enable, big Sunday beckons. 

mailto:onamissionbloodstock@gmail.com
http://www.twitter.com/turftalk1
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AWARD-winning actor Damian Lewis quite enjoys his racing 
-  he had a horse named after his most famous character 
Bobby Axelrod, the swindling stock market billionaire from 
the hit TV series Billions. This week, Phoenix  
Thoroughbreds purchased Axelrod, now a multiple graded 
stakes winner and Grade I Pennsylvania Derby runner-
up from Slam Dunk Racing and will point the sophomore 
colt to the G1 Breeders’ Cup Classic. Phoenix Racing  
tweeted this morning: “Hey Damian Lewis! We've seen you 
enjoy a trip to the races but how about getting involved in 
our latest purchase AXELROD? He won't cost you BILLIONS 
and hopefully he'll give you a nice return on your INVEST-
MENT.” 

‘Axe’ invited to share in colt 

TOM Magnier of Coolmore fame, a real tycoon, is so  
impressed by racing coverage in Australia that he went on 
social media this morning, with this: “It says so much 
about how serious Horse Racing is in Australia, when it’s 
on the front page of every national newspaper and the fact 
it should be lighting the sides of the Sydney Opera House 
for the barrier draw. One has to wonder though, is  
extensive newspaper coverage the remedy for racing 
worldwide? 

Down Under, they dig racing 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/
http://www.racingassoction.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.kuda.co.za/
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