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STAR jockey Joao Moreira at the height of his popularity in Hong Kong. 

The influence of star jockeys in racing regions 
WHEN Hong Kong's betting turnover lagged in the first few meetings of the season, the idea 
was murmured that the loss of Joao Moreira to Japan was the reason and the Magic Man's  
departure was going to be felt more keenly than anyone wanted to let on at Jockey Club 
headquarters at Sports Road. 

At the opening meeting of the season, people said 
that punters wouldn't know what to back this  
season without the Brazilian, so to see betting  
handle down was confirmation of that hypothesis. 
 
As of Monday's National Day meeting, though, God 
is in his heaven, bluebirds are singing and all is right 
with the world, with turnover for the season now 
creeping ahead of where it was 12 months ago. 
 
The early deficit could have been attributed to 
smaller than usual fields. 
 
There is a correlation between field sizes and  
turnover and one early meeting at Sha Tin had  
fewer than 90 entries across 10 races. In a  
jurisdiction where the long term average field size 
at Sha Tin is north of 13, that is quite a difference. 
 
Still, the question of losing Moreira is one that many 
punters, and some administrators around the world, 
would tie to a loss of betting turnover. 
 
It's not a view which is necessarily correct. Top 
jockeys, even with charisma and following of 

Moreira, do not drive turnover. 
 
The punter doesn't climb out of bed on race day, 
downs a coffee and picks up the form guide to see 
if Moreira is riding before he or she decides to bet. 
 
Perhaps, the punter does climb out of bed, downs a 
coffee and pickS up the form guide to see what he 
is riding. 
 
And if he isn't riding, the punter doesn't go back to 
bed and take the day off betting. Instead, he or 
she says: so, no Joao, what's Zac Purton riding? 
 
And so on down the order. It can be argued, 
then, that the star jockeys don't create  
turnover, but they do give it direction. 

A decade ago, when the HKJC simulcasts of racing 
in feature meetings in Australia were starting to 
crank up a bit more often, the idea was floated that 
having a Hong Kong-based jockey fly in for rides 
was a boost to Hong Kong's simulcast turnover.  
                                                       (to page 2) 
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NEW CLIENTS ONLY: Go to Interbet, register  and 
use column on website to indicate Turf Talk (How 
did you hear about us) — you will receive a 
150% match on first deposits up to R1,000. 

BETTING CASH TO START YOU UP 

STAR JOCKEY INFLUENCE (fm p1) 
 
At the time, the proposition was examined and found 
to be flawed - Hong Kong punters didn't bet more 
because a jockey they knew well was riding, they  
didn't even prefer to back his rides.  
 
Still, maybe local racing, where the Magic Man held 
everyone so spellbound for 5 years might be different, 
but in looking at the effect of the "Moreira factor" last 
season, there just wasn't one! 
 
While the effect of Moreira's absence on a  
temporary basis looks to be nil, one wonders if there 
is some sort of effect yet to play out now that he is 
permanently gone, perhaps more in the commingling 
area than local turnover. 
 
While Hong Kong still has a fine line-up of riders, few 
riders anywhere have the natural charm and charisma 
of the Brazilian. And it isn't even about just being a 
great jockey. It's a long time since  
Frankie Dettori has been described as the world's best 
rider, but he still has no match when it comes to star 
appeal. 
 
Likewise, Moreira has a touch of something  
indefinable that is and will be missing from the 
Hong Kong season. 
 
And Hong Kong's loss is very likely Japan's gain as the 
Magic Man sets about his "test" to see if his Japanese 
is up to scratch and he qualifies for a full-time licence 
in the land of the rising sun. 
 
If Moreira joins Christophe Lemaire and Mirco Demuro 
as permanent fixtures on the roster in Japan, it's  
another blow to Hong Kong's once-famous ability to 
attract the star riders. Lemaire and Demuro would 
once have been strong candidates to be here full time 
themselves. 
 
Next month, in addition to Moreira, Lemaire and 
Demuro, the JRA roster will feature Ryan Moore, 
Hugh Bowman, William Buick, Oisin Murphy and  
Brenton Avdulla. Good luck to the locals, that's a hell 
of a lineup.  
 
Once upon a time it would not have been unusual to 
see all of them at Sha Tin. The ability to attract a 
wide range of top overseas riders waned in the  
second half of Douglas Whyte's long domination as 
the foreign riders felt they were starting off a huge 
handicap just to get going in Hong Kong.  
 
In recent years, the standout pairing of Moreira and 
Purton has had an even greater effect as they rode a 
third of the available winners between them. The race 
will be uncompetitive again when Purton runs away 
with the title in 2018-19. 
 
And the proliferation of generous retainers available 
for European riders has made doing the hard yards to 
gain acceptance here look pointless. 
 
In recent years, most of the rising European and  
British stars who have ridden here have been on short 
stints for the fine tuning of their skills in a different 
and competitive environment rather than because 
they thought they might make a future here. The 
backbone of the jockeys room has been and will be 

riders from Australia and South Africa, but the club 
seems to have all but exhausted the Australian 
mines, with some top younger jockeys who would 
come to Hong Kong declined for reasons unstated 
and left disappointed.  
 
The long resume riders the club would like to have 
here from Australia - like Bowman - are doing far 
too well where they are to be shifting base. 
 
So turnover is back on its axis, never mind the 
theories, but Moreira's departure will be felt in 
Hong Kong's star power.  - by Allen Aitken, 
KHWinningfactor.com 

Great card for P/A punters 
 
In Railtrip and Aeronautical,  Place Accumula-
tor punters have two ready-made bankers today 
—some will argue same for Pachanga, but we’re 
not in the habit of bankering five-year-old mares 
in Maiden Plates, we’ll be trying to beat her  
with improving four-year-old Kiss An Angel,  
value at 7s. Moon Warrior (15-1), looks value as 
highest rated runner in a field of hounds, Race 9.  
It’s a super betting card, actually, so get  
involved! Value in Red. 
 
Vaal Selections: 
 
Race 1: (11) Varda (12) Red Tara (1) Pieces Of 
Gold (2) Hartleyfour 
Race 2: (1) Captain and Master (2) Mardi Gras 
(5) Mr Flood (6) Inexhaustible 
Race 3: (5) Railtrip (6) Captain’s Princess (2) 
Vivir (7) Anneka 
Race 4: (3) Orpheus (2) Daffiq (7) Bien Venue 
(8) Royal Italian 
Race 5: (4) Trip To Paradise (1) Seventh Of 
June (10) Front Rank (3) Horace 
Race 6: (6) Come The Day (5) American Indian 
(4) Odd Rob (2) Malinga 
Race 7: (1)  Aeronautical (8) Jagesa Jagesa (5) 
Tongue Twister (12) Popsicle Toes 
Race 8: (4) Kiss An Angel (1) Pachanga (12) 
Peggy Carter (3) Ration My Passion 
Race 9: (5) Moon Warrior (6) Moshav (1) Phil-
lydelphia (7) Quattro 
 
CARD CHANGES SHEET 
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To see what a young horse is all about, watch it gallop! 

CTS Ready To Run Catalogue is online 
CAPE Thoroughbred Sales (CTS) have announced that the catalogue for their 2018 Ready to 
Run Sale, to be held at Durbanville Racecourse on Friday 23 November, is now available 
online while physical catalogues will be available by the end of October. 

The final draft sees 117 two-year olds accepted and 
the quality of this year’s sale has been described as 
exceptional by CTS CEO Wéhann Smith and  
Bloodstock Manager Kerry Jack. 
 
The CTS RTR Sale has been hugely successful in 
terms of the number of big race performers to have 
come from the sale. 
 
Wéhann Smith explains: “When you consider the 
quality of racehorse this sale has previously seen, as 
evidenced by the number of Stakes winners and 
return on investment, this has to be one of the most 
buyer-friendly sales on the planet!” 
 
And this year’s draft appears to offer more of what’s 
come to be expected from CTS. 

Buyers are in for a treat with progeny of proven 
international sires including Camelot, Equal Stripes, 
Manhattan Rain, Pour Moi and Rock of Gibraltar all 
on offer, alongside 2-year olds from leading SA  
stallions Dynasty, Silvano, Trippi and Var. 
 
There will also be an opportunity to purchase thor-
oughbreds ready for the track from proven up-and-
coming sires Duke of Marmalade, Gimmethegreen-
light, Oratorio, Pomodoro, Querari, Twice Over and 
What a Winter. 
 
From the newer stallions CTS have secured 
progeny from Captain of All, Flower Alley, 
Time Thief, Vercingetorix, Wylie Hall and the 
ill-fated Soft Falling Rain. 

(to page 6) 

http://www.morrisvee.co.za/


5 

 

http://www.capethoroughbredsales.com/


6 

 

CTS CATALOGUE ONLINE (fm p4) 
 
Furthermore, unlike yearling sales, buyers will 
have the opportunity to see every one of the lots 
on offer at the CTS RTR Breeze-Ups on Friday 23 
November. So you not only get to see the class in 
the book, you’ll get to see what they’re made of on 
the track, too. 
 

Another bonus to purchasers is that every  
graduate of the RTR Sale receives a ticket to the 
R2,5 million RTR Stakes – a purse multiple times 
that of any comparable sale in South Africa. And 
an added bonus is that almost a third – 35 of the 
draft – already have their tickets to the two R5 
million CTS Stakes races, having previously passed 
through the CTS ring at the 2018 Cape Premier 
Yearling Sale and April Yearling Sale! 
 

Judging by the pedigrees and quality the CTS team 
have seen, which of this year’s draft will be the 
next champion? After all, with the likes of Captain 
America, Red Ray (stallion), French  
Navy, Liege, Seventh Plain, Rabada (stallion), Al-
ways in Charge (stallion), Sergeant Hardy, Bold 
Respect, Brave Mary, Hero’s Honour, Surcharge 
and Takingthepeace all having graduated from 
previous CTS Ready to Run Sales, there’s a huge 
chance you’ll find a champion in the making. 
 

If you miss it, you miss out! 

View the catalogue here.   - tt. 

SHAMROCK Wind (nearest camera), the second leg of a Brett Crawford treble at Durbanville.  
(Wayne Marks). 

Brett Crawford strikes with three nice fillies 

BRETT Crawford won races with three promising 
fillies at Durbanville on Wednesday and he will be 
looking forward to the Cape Summer Season and, 
indeed, next year’s KZN Champions Season. They all 
look progressive. 
 
First off the mark in Race 2 over 1400m was 
Heaven’s Embrace, who drifted to 5-1 in the betting 
following support for the form runner, Minona, but 
stormed up the outside to cut her rivals down under 
Anton Marcus. 
 
“This was a nice surprise,” said Crawford of the filly 
by Jackson from Overarching, a half-sister to his Gr1 
Woolavington winner, Lady Of The House. “She’s 
bigger than Lady Of The House and she has scope, 
we’ll give her another run to see where we stand.” 
 
Captain Al’s daughter Shamrock Wind (Corne Orffer) 
flew up in the closing part of Race 4 over 1000, 
posting her second win from four starts and  
Crawford said: “There was merit in this win. She’s a 
three-year-old rated 91, which makes it hard to win 
handicaps, but the win shows she is talented.” 
 
Similar can be argued for Front and Centre (rated 
86), who beat a few fair older fillies in Race 7 
(MR81) over 1400m. She’s by Dynasty from a mare 
by Alzeo and, like Heaven’s Embrace, was raised at 
Highlands. 
 
“We fancied her on her work at home. We knew 
she’d go close if she reproduced IT ,” said Crawford. 
He will be aiming Front and Centre (and probably 
Shamrock Wind) at the Gr2 Western Province Fillies 
Championship over 1400m at Kenilworth. -  tt. 

http://capethoroughbredsales.com/sales/2018-rtr
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Handprints in Kentucky 

YESTERDAY we reported on a company producing 
hoofprints  of horses for owners in the UK; apparently little 
is known about the ‘Handprint Hall Of Fame”  in the Galt 
House Hotel in Louisville, Kentucky. Practically hidden in 
plain sight you’ll find a small installation that celebrates 
the Kentucky Derby. Gallop to Glory is to jockeys what the 
Hollywood Walk of Fame is to A-list celebrities. It’s a 
chance for them to literally cement their accomplishments 
into history. The installation was unveiled in 2005. Any 
jockey who rides their mount to glory in the Kentucky  
Derby is invited to preserve their handprint and signature 
in this easily overlooked part of the Galt House Hotel. A 
steel rose, which pays tribute to the blanket of red roses 
draped around the neck of the winning horse, is then 
placed on their square.  

2018 UK Silk Series winner Megan Nicholls admitted it was 
‘a pleasant surprise’ to be nominated for September’s  
Jockey of the Month side alongside Ryan Moore and Daniel 
Tudhope. Nicholls lifted the Tufnell Trophy for the second 
consecutive year on Ladies’ Day at Doncaster Racecourse 
on Thursday 13 September, while Moore is nominated for 
another stellar month including winning the William Hill St 
Leger and the Doncaster Cup. Tudhope completes the trio, 
having won a huge 1,559/1 treble at Ayr on 20 September. 
Nicholls, 21, was shocked to receive her nomination but 
paid tribute to the Silk Series, a race series specifically  
designed for female jockeys. “It’s a pleasant surprise to be 
nominated for September’s Jockey of the Month prize! 
Ryan Moore and Danny Tudhope are two of the best  
jockeys in the weighing room,” Nicholls said. 

Nicholls wins Silk Series 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/
http://www.racingassoction.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.kuda.co.za/

