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RED Ray will be moving to the Karoo for the second part of the breeding season. 

“Speed machine” gets a stint at Birch Bros  
"RED Ray is probably the most charismatic and handsome horse to pass through my care. To 
crown it all, he was as exciting to work with as his pedigree is to look at!" said trainer Joey 
Ramsden of his Gr1 winning sprinter Red Ray. 

Colin Birch of Vogel Vlei Stud saw Red Ray at the 
Klawervlei Stallion Day and was similarly taken by 
his smashing looks and charm.  
 
Syd Birch tells: “My son Colin was so impressed with 
Red Ray he started talking to John Koster and later, 
in consultation with Derek Brugman, it was decided 
that the stallion would join us for the  
second half of this breeding season.  
 
“In this economic climate breeders are cutting back 
on their mares, and on the support they were able 
to give before, but we’ll be helping with Red Ray 
because we like him so much. He is a blue blooded 
speed machine by champion sire and sire of sires 
Western Winter out of blue hen Nacarat, and he 
oozes class. 

“We’ve got 22 of our own mares booked for him and 

from what we’ve gathered from other Karoo breed-
ers we’ll be getting a further 10 mares from the 
region in support. There is a revival here, with  
Moutonshoek’s well-bred Atomic Kitten standing 
with David Southey and Red Ray with us, the  
Karoo’s looking good for the next few years and we 
are proud of it. There are a number of our mares 
who will nick well with Red Ray.” 
 
Red Ray, through his female line, goes back to  
erstwhile Champion sire Plum Bold, who stood at 
Vogel Vlei. Syd recalls: “Yes, we had several good 
stallions here, including Plum Bold and High Veldt, 
the sire of Elevation.  
 
“The last stallion we stood was called Akaam, who 
produced a few winners but didn’t make the grade, 
That was back in the 1990s when support for Karoo 
stallions was starting to dry up and (to page 2) 
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NEW CLIENTS ONLY: Go to Interbet, register  and 
use column on website to indicate Turf Talk (How 
did you hear about us) — you will receive a 
150% match on first deposits up to R1,000. 

BETTING CASH TO START YOU UP 

Let’s do the Jailhouse Rock 
 
IF we were punters (and of course we are—lol! -) 
we’d get involved at Durbanville today. It’s a card 
of reasonable quality, several collateral form lines 
to assist and, that said, a few races where any of 
five or six could win. You know what that means. 
We’lL have to find a banker or two and just load 
the other legs. We like the looks of Jailhouse 
Rock (Race 6) as one to build exotics around. He’s 
half a  kilo better off with Hemmingway on their 
last distance encounter, enough to reverse his 
short-head beating because he is on the upgrade, 
has a handy galloping 53kg and King Richard in 
the irons. Now to the value: At his current 3.5 to 1 
we’d consider Herodotus in Race 1, he’s a smart 
sort who will win any day now, needs further and 
is drawn deep but has the class—perhaps a bet if 
he drifts to 4, which may happen if they climb into 
Anton Marcus’ mount Engage and Beware. But 
based on the morning betting the sentiments have 
to lie with Paddy Kruyer’s decent mare Foxy  
Princess (Race 7), who likes it 200m further but 
will be running at them late; and Andre Nel’s  
Saltoro Ridge (Race 8), up against a few promis-
ing three-year-old's who make their handicapping 
debuts and are hence up against it. The  
bookmakers’ double will work out to somewhere 
around 50-1, which is worth a tenner and you 
can’t get hurt. Enjoy the racing today! Needless to 
say (so why say it?) - Value bets are in Red. 
 
Durbanville Selections: 
 
Race 1: (8) Herodotus (6) Engage and Beware 
(14( Vikram (7) Fateful 
Race 2: (8) Minona (6) Heaven’s Embrace (1) 
River Delta (12) (5) Hearsay 
Race 3: (1) Metropolitan (4) Let Me Love You 
(5) Line Editor (7) Despasito 
Race 4: (6) Shamrock Wind (2) Ostinato (1) 
Casual Diamond (5) Honey Suite 
Race 5: (10) Royal Marine (2)  Western Storm 
(1) Johnny Black (8) Astrapi 
Race 6:  (6) Jailhouse Rock  (2) Hemmingway 
(3) Dorset Noble (8) Charles 
Race 7: (5) Foxy Princess (2) Perfectpropor-
tions (8) Go The Distance (6) Front and Centre 
Race 8: (6) Saltoro Ridge (7) Majestic Mozart 
(3) Grand Silvano (2) Bunker Hunt  

RED RAY (fm p1) 
 
it made more sense to send our mares away to  
stallions based in KZN and the Western Cape.” 
 
Birch said that he and Colin are loving their recent 
greater involvement, their official return to the fray, 
and with several good results already on the board 
they’re hoping for another good season. “We’ve just 
leased a filly called Inan to Mike de Kock and we’re 
hoping she’ll do well. She’s a half-sister to our  
home-bred Gr3 winner Givinitsum, who was exported 
recently.” - tt. 

Figgy’s cuzzie hits town 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PUNTERS browsing through Saturday’s Turffontein 
card will notice a new name among the jockeys – 
Carlos Herrera Gomez. He is from Peru, and very 
much like his uncle, he is looking to make his fortune 
in South Africa. 
 
Gomez is the nephew of former jockey Guillermo 
Figueroa, who retired from riding a number of years 
ago. However, “Figgy”, as he was affectionately 
called, has been back in action over the past few 
months riding work for trainer Paul Peter. 
 
Peter has not always been happy with the support he 
has been getting from local riders and he appears 
quite happy to give Herrera a chance while he rides 
in South Africa. 
 
The National Horseracing Authority have confirmed 
Gomez has applied to ride in this country although 
he has yet to apply for a local licence. According to 
an NHA representative, jockeys can ride in other 
countries on their licences for three months, as long 
as they have been given a clearance from their home 
jockey club. 
 
It has not been easy to get much information on 
Herrera because he has ridden under another name 
back Peru and that is Carlos Javier Herrera. It is clear 
he has had great success in his country and has won 
their top race – the Derby Nacional – three times, in 
2009 on Koko Mambo, in 2011 with Fly Lexis Fly and 
in 2012 on Kung Fu Mambo. 
 
His first ride on Saturday is aboard first-timer  
Algebra in Race 2, a Maiden Plate for fillies and 
mares over 1200m. He also rides Birthday Boy in 
Race 3 and Fort Ember in Race 5, all for Peter.—Jack 
Milner/TAB News. 

Willy Figueroa with Carlos Herrera Gomez. 

http://www.interbet.co.za/
https://www.interbet.co.za/Login.aspx?Register=true


3 

 

http://www.summerhill.co.za/


4 

 

Take rides 4000th winner 
 
YUTAKE Take on Saturday became the first rider 
to reach 4,000 winners on the JRA circuit,  
further enhancing his position as Japan’s great-
est-ever jockey. 
 
Take, 49, brought up the record with a treble at 
Hanshin, where huge crowds packed in to watch 
him achieve the feat on Meisho Kazuhime in a 6f 
allowance race on turf. 
 
The benchmark was set by Take on his 21,235th 
ride, and the jockey said: “I am relieved I could 
achieve this record. I was able to do so because 
I have met many good people, and ridden many 
good horses, for many years. The owner of this 
horse (Yoshio Matsumoto) has supported us 
since my father’s time, so I am very happy. 
 
“This is not the end. I would like to ride more 
and to grow more as a jockey. As for my next 
target? I want to win the next race!” 
 
Take, who last year received the Longines & 
IFHA International Award of Merit, has  
succeeded at the top level all over the world, 
winning races such as the July Cup (Agnes 
World), Prix de l’Abbaye (Agnes World, Imperial 
Beauty), Hong Kong Cup (A Shin Hikari) and 
Dubai Duty Free (Admire Moon). 
 
However, it is in his homeland where he has 
been the dominant force and been associated 
with champions such as Deep Impact, Vodka 
and Kitasan Black. 
 
One of the greatest horses to have raced in  
Japan, Deep Impact was a dominant force in the 
country in the first decade of the 2000s.  
 
He became the first horse for 21 years to win 
Japan’s Triple Crown and claimed Grade 1 races 
from ten furlongs to two miles, but failed in his 
bid to become the country’s first Arc winner 
when only third to Rail Link in 2006 
(subsequently disqualified for a banned  
substance). 
 
Blessed with an outstanding turn of foot, Vodka 
achieved a raft of notable feats during her ca-
reer, including winning the Japanese Derby 
(Tokyo Yushun) and Japan Cup (first filly for 20 
years to do so).—Racing Post. 

YUTAKE Take, Japan’s greatest. 

Shaw gives Summerhill 
draft a big thumbs-up 

 
NOBODY worth his salt in the sport of racing needs an 
introduction to Pat Shaw – he’s as much a totem of 
the game in South Africa as Vincent O’ Brien was to 
Ireland and Bob Baffert to America. You don’t reach 
those heights as a racehorse trainer without a gifted 
eye, an abiding intuition and dare we say it, a  
smattering of courage and “chutzpah”. While some of 
those legends might’ve chosen to be excluded from 
the latter category, there’s no escaping it for Mr Shaw. 

So when Pat Shaw, both an avid player and a close 
observer of the Ready To Run for close on three  
decades, rocks up at Summerhill and says unequivo-
cally that this year’s draft trumps all others, you must 
know he’s making a big statement. 
 
Don’t worry, he’s not suffering from amnesia. He’s 
keenly aware that last season’s three year olds includ-
ed an unprecedented three Group One winning gradu-
ates of the sale, and that the latest crop of juveniles 
already counts Chesney Van Zyl’s  Group One  
performer, Railtrip in its number. 
 
Yet he’s adamant, there’s never been better. And for 
those who hibernate in the lee of the Hottentots  
Holland, there’s comfort in Pat’s admiration of the first 
crop of Capetown Noirs “Strong, athletic horses, very 
much in the mould of their grandfather Western Win-
ter, and my goodness, great movers”. For those with 
aspiring candidates for this year’s tenth edition of the 
Emperors Palace Ready To Run Cup, here’s the latest 
log from the NHRA.—Summerhill media release. 

PATRICK Shaw. 

@turftalk1 

http://www.twitter.com/turftalk1
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Special auction prize at Benny Little benefit B&D 
RUGBY legend Joost van der Westhuizen’s rugby 
jersey from the 1995 World Cup will be an auction 
item at the Benny Little benefit Box & Dine to be 
held at Turffontein on 19 October (moved from 
13 October due to the move of the Heritage Race 
Day. The jersey is signed by Joost and all the 
Springbok players from the 1995 World-Cup win-
ning team. To donate, or book tickets, please 
phone Manny Fernandez on 082 956 6888.  - tt. 

THE Magic Man aka João Moreira. has finished the first Test (90 min. Written English) for the Japan Racing 
Association’s Jockey license. "It was difficult" he commented.  

ON THE TURF TALK WEBSITE 
 

CTS R2R CATALOGUE ONLINE 
 

NHA SEEKS CHIEF EXECUTIVE 
 

SO THIS HORSE GALLOPED INTO A BAR 
 

http://www.morrisvee.co.za/
http://www.turftalk.co.za/quality-cts-r2r-catalogue-online/
http://www.turftalk.co.za/nha-seeks-chief-executive/
http://www.turftalk.co.za/so-this-horse-galloped-into-a-bar/
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Happy birthday to ‘Pocket’ 

CONNECTIONS and fans of the great Pocket Power visited 
him on his 16rh birthday at Hemel N Aarde stud this week. 
They included part-owner owner Marsh Shirtliff, trainer 
Mike Bass and jockey Bernard Fayd’Herbe. ‘Pocket is  
enjoying life in the beautiful paddocks of the Hermanus 
stud. He is woolly, has grown a tummy and is in fine 
health.  

Casting beautiful memories  

LUCILLE Whiting and Sophia Alexander of  Kedington, UK 
run Goldfingerprint, a company that fingerprints jewellery, 
described as “heirloom quality pieces of jewellery” that is 
attracting clients from different markets. They’ve started 
doing hoof prints at Newmarket too, where trainers and 
owners are hiring them to create special memories of their 
most loved horses. 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/
http://www.racingassoction.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.kuda.co.za/
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