
1 

 

   Tuesday 2 October 2018 www.turftalk.co.za  *  editor@turftalk.co.za 

BELINDA Stronach, chairman and president of the Stronach Group.  (Greg Kahn).  

Bringing racing into the digital age 
BELINDA Stronach never really liked horses -- yet she runs the biggest private horse-track 
company in the United States. A longtime businesswoman and former Canadian politician,  
Stronach is now chairman and owner of The Stronach Group, the family business behind the 
annual Preakness Stakes. She explained how her young company is dealing with her sport's 
declining popularity, federal changes to gambling rules - and some good old infrastructure 
headaches in an interview with inc.com, extracts publish below. 

Her family business, which owns Pimlico and five 
other tracks, employs some 3,500 full-time people 
and claims to be the largest private horse-track 
owner in America. 
 
Now, for her company to thrive, Stronach must take 
on the sport's entrenched analogue problems while 
facing some modern challenges of the digital age. 

Five days before this year's Preakness, the Supreme 
Court struck down the federal ban on sports betting
--changing the landscape for horseracing, previous
ly the only sport that Congress had exempted, and 
setting off a race across the gaming industry to  

try to capture a new group of legal sports bettors. 
 
The Stronach Group, which handled about 40 per
cent of the $11 billion bet on horses last year, is 
developing an app to make the process more  
high-tech. "Horseracing is the last great sporting 
legacy platform that has not yet fully modernised," 
Stronach says.  
 
It can't control the weather, but Stronach's company 
has worked to polish every other aspect of racing, a 
once-glamorous sport fighting a long decline. A Ca
nadian celebrity who's known as much for her A-list 
circles as for her business and political (to page 2) 
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STRONACH racecourses have a “Ready Room” for jockeys and buglers. (Greg Kahn) 

BELINDA STRONACH (fm p1) 
 
careers, Stronach is amping up the "front of house" 
food, entertainment, and VIPs at her tracks. Preak
ness guests this year included celebrity chefs Bobby 
Flay and Giada De Laurentiis, New England Patriots 
coach Bill Belichick, and musicians Ne-Yo and Post 
Malone. "I've often heard people say, 'Baseball can 
be pretty boring, football games can be pretty long,' 
" says Stronach. "The good thing about horseracing 
is that we constantly have races happening--and 
between the races, it becomes a super-fun day  
party." 
 
Stronach, 52, wasn't all that big on horses--unlike 
her father, Frank, 86, who founded auto-parts  
empire Magna International. "Growing up around 
the dinner table, I'm surrounded by horse lovers," 
she laughs. "They'd talk and I'd tune out." Stronach 
worked her way up Magna's ranks to become CEO, 
but in 2004, she stepped down for a four-year 
headline-grabbing stint as a member of the  
Canadian Parliament.  
 
In 2011, after her family sold its controlling shares 
in Magna, she and Frank reshaped the company's 
entertainment division, which became the Aurora, 
Ontario-based Stronach Group. "I'm always stressed 
on race days. I want to make sure things go as well 
as they can," she said a few days after this year's 
Preakness, as she and her executive team started 
planning their improvements for next year-though 
Justify's race will be tough to top. "It was pretty 
dramatic watching the two front-runners come out 
of the fog and race to the finish line," she added. 
"You have total respect for the athleticism, and for 
the challenges."  - Inc.com 

HOT King Prawn. 

Karis Teetan is stunned by 
sprinter’s talent 

HOT King Prawn is ready to enter the top echelon of 
Hong Kong sprinters, jockey Karis Teetan declared 
after the gelding’s commanding victory down the Sha 
Tin straight on Monday. 
 
The four-year-old grey won his first attempt at 
stakes racing in the Group Three National Day Cup 
(1,000m) after an impressive three-year-old season 
where he won four of his five starts. 
 
With the victory, Hot King Prawn solidified his stand
ing as a 1,000m straight-track specialist, comfortably 
going past a number of well-regarded sprinters in 
the process. “That’s his game the 1,000m, he did it 
comfortably, I think he is a very good horse,” he 
said. “It will be very interesting when he goes to 
1,200m, I don’t think there is a problem.—SCMP. 
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RAINBOW Bridge, racetrack return. (Wayne Marks). 

Smart Rainbow Bridge 
makes keenly awaited return 
 
THE undefeated Rainbow Bridge takes his next step 
towards potential stardom this Saturday when he 
lines up in the Grade 3 WSB Matchem over 1400m 
at Durbanville. 
 
Eric Sands’ gelding is already a dual winner at this 
level, after taking the first two legs of the Cape 
Winter Series (Guineas and Classic) in impressive 
fashion, solidly beating classy sorts like Rocket 
Countdown and Doublemint on both occasions. 
 
He hasn’t appeared since the end of May, but as the 
highly experienced Sands explained on Monday, 
that was a strategic decision on the part of his con
nections. 
 
“Mr Gerber and I decided to give him time off after 
the Classic, and he just trotted, walked and was in 
the paddock for two months. 
 
“He has been back in full work since the end of July, 
and is doing very well. This is a pipe opener to
wards bigger things, and he isn’t fully wound up. 
 
“We gave him a gallop at Durbanville, and while I 
don’t think this is his real course, and 1400 isn’t his 
real trip, he certainly has the class to overcome 
these negatives.” 
 
The Milnerton based trainer indicated that nothing is 
fixed for his summer campaign, but races like the 
Green Point Stakes and L’Ormarins Queens Plate 
would certainly be on his radar. 
 
Sands also revealed that Bernard Fayd’Herbe has 
been engaged to ride the stable star in the big races 
to come. 
 
When contacted, the multiple Grade 1 winning  
jockey was fulsome in his praise. 
 
“He gives me the feel of a real top class horse, and 
this is the type you don’t mind getting up at 5am to 
ride.  
 
“I’d like to thank Eric and owner Chris Gerber for 
giving me this opportunity, and I am really looking 
forward to Saturday” he concluded.—TAB News. 

FOR EDITORIAL CONTRIBUTIONS, mail  
editor@turftalk.co.za 

JONATHAN Snaith will chair the WPRRA Board. 

Jonno Snaith to 
chair WPRRA Board 

 
FOLLOWING the retirement of Western Province 
Regional Racing Association (WPRRA) board mem
bers Vidrik Thurling (Chairman), Robert Bloomberg, 
Vaughan Marshall and Nancy Mitchell, the WPRRA 
has announced a temporary new board that con
tains a youthful element.  
 
It will be chaired by Jonathan Snaith and comprises 
Snaith, Justin Vermaak of Green Street Bloodstock, 
Craig Kieswetter of Highlands/Ridgemont and Philip 
Taberer of Avontuur Estate.  
 
Kieswetter and Taberer will come up for re-election 
at the end of October when Wehann Smith of Kuda/
CTS, Philip Sarembock and David Abery will join the 
group from which two members will be elected to 
serve with Snaith and Vermaak. Snaith will also act 
as the Cape’s representative on the RA’s National 
Board.  - tt. 

READER John Kinsley submitted this photo and 
wrote: “Here is another one for your collection -  a 
very robust three-week old son of Coup De Grace 
out of a Captain Al mare. If his muscles don’t get in 
the way he may be able to run! He was born on my 
farm in the Robertson district (next to Normandy 
Stud).  

mailto:editor@turftalk.co.za
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ARTHUR “Scrooge” Robertson, first winner in 10 years. 

“Uncle Scrooge” back in  
winner’s box 

 
COMEBACK wins don't often come sweeter than this, with  
Australian jockey Arthur 'Scrooge' Robertson recording his first 
victory in more than 10 years. 
 
The 56-year-old returned to racing in March after almost a decade 
out of the saddle, but wasn't able to record a winner until  
Monday's meeting at Geelong. 
 
Following his victory aboard mare Free Settler in race 2,  
Robertson told Racing.com's Brad Bishop it was a thrill to finally 
get the monkey off the back, admitting it had been a very long 
time since he'd had that winning feeling. 
 
"Oh has it ever! Thank Christ it's over and done with," said  
Robertson. 
 
The veteran hoop's lengthy layoff certainly wasn't by choice, with 
Robertson undertaking a tough road to return to the sport. 
 
"I shattered my leg, spent six-months in hospital with it, a dozen 
operations," he said. "I had to learn to walk again, so it's been a 
good battle." 
 
But he's confident all the hard work was worth it, saying he's glad 
he made the decision to return. "I always have been, you've got 
to be fit and to be really fit you've got to have race-riding under 
your belt as well, and a couple of handy horses makes a big  
difference," said Robertson.  - Racing.com. 

RACING IN PE TODAY 
 
IN a change to the race meeting 
schedule, Port Elizabeth hosts the 
Tuesday meeting this week. Our  
tipping column will resume for racing 
at Durbanville tomorrow and the Vaal 
on Thursday.  
 
Mike Moon on TAB News views  
today’s meeting as follows: On the 
face of it,  two trainers are likely to 
dominate proceedings – Justin Snaith 
and Yvette Bremner. Both field several 
runners with bright chances and both 
should come away with more than a 
single winner. 
 
Snaith’s strength lies in the earlier 
races, with the distinct possibility of a 
back-to-back treble in Races 2, 3, 4. 

The Bremner yard could kick off the 
day in Race 1 with Rebel Wilson, a 
filly who has her peak run after two 
runner-up efforts. Stablemate Coal 
looks the main threat and combining 
these two in a Swinger, and as bank
ers in Trifectas and Quartets, could 
help punters build a kitty for the  
afternoon. 
 
Bremner should also have a big say in 
the last four races on the card.  - tt. 

NEW CLIENTS ONLY: Go to Interbet, 
register  and use column on website 
to indicate Turf Talk (How did you 
hear about us) — you will receive a 
150% match on first deposits up 
to R1,000. 

BETTING BONUS 

http://www.morrisvee.co.za/
http://www.interbet.co.za/
https://www.interbet.co.za/Login.aspx?Register=true
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Fond farewell to ‘Onslow’ 

THERE are readers who will immediately remember the 
loveable slob, ‘Onslow’ from the BBC’s hit comedy series 
“Keeping Up Appearances” (Mrs Bucket et al.). Well, the 
actor Geoffrey Hayes has died, and one can easily imagine 
him passing away peacefully in his white vest in front of 
the telly watching horseracing, eating crisps and drinking 
beer, like Onslow did for most of his exposed TV life. Rest 
in peace, dear Geoffrey. Most of us have an ‘Onslow’ in the 
’family. Indeed, some of us are near exact replicas of this 
iconic racing lover. Life is short. Wins are few, but they’re 
good! 

‘Gandalf’ still dishes out love 

RETIRED master trainer Mike Bass is still a regular at  
Candice Bass-Robinson’s Milnerton yard and he’s  
reportedly in good spirits. Bernard Fayd’Herbe yesterday 
snapped this photo of the man his stable employees nick
named the wizard “Gandalf”. Bass is feeding a snack to 
the nine-year-old sprinter Tevez, who won two Graded 
races and a Listed feature for him as a younger horse. 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/
http://www.racingassoction.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.kuda.co.za/
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