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GRANT Pritchard-Gordon: Brings vast experience to CTS selection panel. 

Seasoned horseman will assist CTS 
in yearling selection 

INTERNATIONAL bloodstock consultant, Grant Pritchard-Gordon, arrived in Cape Town from 

his home base at Newmarket, UK, on Sunday. Grant will be assisting John Kramer and Kerry 
Jack with yearling selections for the 2019 CTS Cape Premier Yearling Sale. 

A veteran of over 40 years in racing and breeding, 
Grant qualified as a Chartered Surveyor, but quickly 
moved back to his passion for racing and joined 
Keith Freeman Bloodstock agency in 1975.  
 
Freeman, named as his mentor, was responsible in 
South Africa for the sale and export of the great 
Colorado King and the import of stallions like  
Jungle Cove and Imperial March. Grant obtained a 
strong grounding in pedigrees and conformation.  
 
In 1982, Grant was approached by Prince Khalid 
Abdullah to join his Juddmonte Farms, where he 

became Racing Manager for 17 years. During this 
time, he managed the careers of more than 2000 
horses and oversaw 75 Group 1/Grade 1 successes 
in the famous Abdullah colours.  
 
His close involvement with the race programmes of 
colts such as Dancing Brave, Rainbow Quest,  
Zafonic, Warning, Danehill and Quest for Fame  
instilled the need for detailed planning to ensure 
maximum value for a subsequent stallion career.  
 
His close involvement with the fillies that retired to 
the paddocks has given him a rare insight (to p2) 

http://www.turftalk.co.za


2 

 

NEW CLIENTS ONLY: Go to Interbet, register  and 

use column on website to indicate Turf Talk  — 
you will receive a 150% match on first  
deposits up to R1,000. 

CASH BONUS! 

PRITCHARD-GORDON (fm p1) 

 

into the differing characters, conformation and 
qualities of a broodmare band that is now the  
leading breeding operation in the world. Fillies such 
as Slightly Dangerous, Seven Springs, Toussaud, 
Ryafan, Bahamian, Interval, Ballinderry and 
Razyana all passed through his hands before  
becoming outstanding matrons at stud. 
 
Grant was responsible for all public and private 
sales from the Juddmonte Racing stable. He also 
worked closely with the stud team on matings and 
appraisals of young stock. 
 
Grant stepped down from his Juddmonte  
employment in 1999. Following a short period away 
from the Bloodstock Industry, Grant returned to set 
up Badgers Bloodstock Consultants in 2002.  
 
Grant is a Director of both The Thoroughbred 
Breeders Association and Federation of Bloodstock 
Agent and currently works alongside his sons Tom 
and Sam. Grant’s premier client is the Jockey Club 
of Hong Kong, for which he buys up to 25 horses 
per year, ensuring that quality stock enters the 
Hong Kong racing industry every year.  
 
“We bought at CTS for Hong Kong last year and 
we’ll be back for more next year. The Hong Kong 
authorities are very positive towards the SA  
industry,” he said. 
 

There were some negative thoughts and comments 
from the UK following the EFF’s shenanigans at 

DAVID ALLAN IS TRAVELLING IN A REMOTE 

AREA. THE DAVID ALLAN COLUMN WILL  
RESUME NEXT MONDAY. 

Randjesfontein recently but Grant said that the 
overall impression of our industry is still fine. “All 
countries have their problems. The South African 
thoroughbred is still held in high regard. A horse 
that is better than his peers in South Africa can 

compete around the world,” he asserted. 
 
He’s visited South Africa a dozen times, in  
professional and private capacities, but Grant is 
much looking forward to passing through new stud 
farms he hasn’t yet seen. “I know John Koster of  

Klawervlei and Carl de Vos of Varsfontein as friends 
from the area; and Badgers Bloodstock bought Oh 
Susanna’s dam for Drakenstein Stud, but there are 
plenty farms I haven’t been to yet. We’re starting 
this week with three farms in Hermanus, including 
Hemel N Aarde.” 
 

John Kramer and Kerry Jack use a point system 
for rating yearlings and Grant said he will be 
fitting in with their methods. “It’s normally just 

a tick or a cross for me when it comes to  
individual specimens, perhaps a few borderline 
horses which are discussed afterwards. My best 

impression of a young horse comes the  
moment it steps from the barn.” 
 
What are the most important traits he looks for in a 
yearling?  “In many years of doing this there are 
faults I can live with, and faults I can’t live with. The 
overall balance is important, pedigree and  
conformation. I also like to hear a horse walk a few 
metres behind me, just listening to how a horse 
walk gives me a sense of its balance. There is a 
specific sound for a balanced horse. 
 
“There are also many familial traits in any stud 
book, my son Tom and I have notes on every lot at 
plenty of sales around the world and we can refer 
back to lots from years gone by to get family refer-
ences on conformation and track performance. Here 
in South Africa we don’t have as much, but there 
are some families we are familiar with including 
Twice Over, a horse we know everything about.”  
 
In his spare time, Grant has completed a book  
commissioned by Prince Khalid Abdullah himself. 
“It’s a history of the Juddmonte Operation and it’s a 
private work for the family so it won’t go on sale. 
I’ve spent the last three years writing it and my  
research produced many facts I hadn’t known even 
though I worked at Juddmonte for a long time. So it 
was a fascinating experience and we’re in the  
process of editing the work now.  
 
“Prince Khalid is a wonderful man. He has a smooth 
way of doing business and he employs 39,000  
people in Saudi-Arabia alone. I am pleased to count 
him as a friend after all these years.” - tt. 
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PE Awards:  Peter Naidoo with trainer Tara Laing (middle),  
Juhanay van der Berg and workrider Justine King (right) and the 
trophy for Champion Polytrack gelding, Miracle Bureau (Pauline 
Herman Photography). 

The PE Racing Awards 
THE East Cape Racing Awards were held at Fairview Racecourse 
on Saturday. Star Burst Galaxy won the Regional Horse Of The 
Year honours as well as the Champion Older Mare accolade. 
 
The award winners are: 
 
CHAMPION 2YO OLD FILLY 
Madam Speaker 
 
CHAMPION 2YO COLT/GELDING 
Alfeo 
 
CHAMPION 3YO OLD FILLY 
Widow’s Lamp 

CHAMPION SPRINTER 
Exelero 
 
CHAMPION STAYER 
Desert Wisdom 
 
CHAMPION POLY TRACK FILLY/MARE 
Meritocracy 
 
CHAMPION POLY TRACK COLT/
GELDING 
Miracle Bureau 
 
CHAMPION JOCKEY 
Greg Cheyne 
 
CHAMPION JOCKEY (Local) 
Teaque Gould 
 
CHAMPION APPRENTICE 
Lyle Hewitson 
 
CHAMPION WORKRIDER 
B Nkunzi 
 
CHAMPION GROOM 
N Mkalali 
 
CHAMPION TRAINER 
Alan Greeff 
 
CHAMPION OWNER 

Mayfair Speculators 
 
HORSE OF THE YEAR 
Star Burst Galaxy 

http://www.morrisvee.co.za/
http://www.kuda.co.za/
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YOSHIDA (nearest camera) wins the Gr1 Woodward. 

Twice Over relative wins Gr1 Woodward 
KLAWERVLEI Stud’s four time G1 winning sire Twice Over gained yet another boost to his  
remarkable pedigree when his relative, Yoshida, won the G1 Woodward Stakes Presented by 
NYRA Bets at Saratoga on Saturday. 

Trying the dirt for a first time, the Bill Mott trained Yo-
shida saved ground most of the way from post 1, moved 
off the rail around the far turn and made a nine-wide rally 
entering the stretch. Full of run through the lane, Yoshida 
inhaled the leaders late and won by two lengths in a time 
of 1:48.94 for 1800m on a fast track. 
 
Winning rider Joel Rosario said: "I was just a passenger. 
He was taking very nice to the dirt, and he liked it early 
on. Turning for home, he was there for me, and he kept 
going.” 
 
It was a second career G1 victory for the Japanese bred 
Yoshida (by Heart’s Cry), who had previously captured 
May’s G1 Old Forester Turf Classic Stakes (on turf) at 
Churchill Downs. 
 
Saturday’s win pushed the four-year-old’s earnings to $1 
269 700. 
 
He has now won five of 11 outings, with Yoshida’s previ-
ous wins including the 2017 G3 Hill Prince Stakes. 
 
Yoshida, who is out of G1 Ballerina Stakes winner Hilda’s 
Passion, is directly descended from the mare Lost Virtue –
who is third dam of Twice Over. 

One of North America’s truly great races, the Woodward 
had previously been won by the likes of Gun Runner, 
Curlin, Rachel Alexandra, Mineshaft, Cigar (twice), Skip 
Away, Kelso (3 times), Forego (4 times), Holy Bull, Seattle 
Slew and Affirmed. 
 
Twice Over has been in the news of late thanks to his first 
crop G1 Vodacom Durban July winning son Do It Again, 
who claimed Cape award glory (he was Cape Racing’s 
3YO Male of the Year and Cape Breeders’ Middle Distance 
Horse Of The Year), the Equus Award for Champion 3YO 
Colt/Gelding, and was recently crowned KZN Racing’s 
Horse Of The Year for the 2017-2018 season. 
 
A European champion who earned more than £2 million in 
stakes, Twice Over won or placed in all of the G1 Cham-
pion Stakes, G1 Coral-Eclipse, G1 Breeders’ Cup Classic, 
G1 Juddmonte International, G1 Lockinge Stakes, G1 St 
James’s Palace Stakes, G1 Prince Of Wales’s Stakes and 
G1 Irish Champion Stakes. 

@turftalk1 

http://twitter.com/turftalk1
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A rendering of the exterior of the new Jeff Ruby’s Steakhouse coming to Lexington shows the equine  
influences out front, where a bronze statue of a horse and jockey will stand, as well as along the patio on 
the corner of Vine and Limestone, where jockeys line the wall.  

A themed steakhouse comes to racing-mad Kentucky 
AFTER waiting more than seven years, Jeff 

Ruby knows Lexington is hungry. 
 
“Lexington deserves our best restaurant, and this 
will be our best one,” Ruby said. “When you wait 
that long, you better not let them down. They’re 
expecting something magical, and I won’t let them 
down.” 

 
Ruby began his quest to put a restaurant in  
Lexington in 2011 with the on-again, off-again Cen-
trePointe project. At one point, it looked like the 
Cincinnati-based restaurateur would have to find 
another location. 

▪The patio will have its own bar and bronze Italian 

horse fountains, he said. 
 
▪ The Gatsby Room will echo the carpet and decor 
from the Leonardo diCaprio movie, “The Great 
Gatsby,” Ruby said. “You’re going to think you’re on 
a movie set,” he said. It will seat about 16. 
 

▪ The horseshoe-shaped bar also will feature a 25-
foot stage for live music and entertainment. 
 
▪ The Keeneland Room “shows respect for the great 
old Keeneland Racetrack,” Ruby said. It will seat 
about a dozen people. - Kentucky Herald. 
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A record of sorts? 

FROM Hong Kong’s opening day in 1979 - a horse called 
World Record wins the first trophy race of the season. 
Amazingly, a horse of the same name in the same colours 
won yesterday at the corresponding day in 2018, and was 
ridden by our own Grant van Niekerk, who started his 
Hong Kong career with a double. 

VICTORIA Racing Club's has struck a new five-year deal 

with Network Ten to cover the four days of the Flemington 
spring carnival from 2019 with Racing.com to also provide 
live coverage. The A$100million, five-year agreement is the 
biggest in the history of the VRC, and one of the biggest in 
racing globally. The agreement comprises a suite of  
Melbourne Cup Carnival media rights, including free to air 
TV, internet, social media, mobile, OTT (Over-The-Top) 
and HbbTV (Hybrid Broadcast Broadband TV) within  
Australia.  

The money is in media rights 

GREEN Street Bloodstock’s launch and Drakenstein Stallion 
Day on Breeding To Win. Watch here. 

http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/
http://www.racingassoction.co.za/
http://www.salesring.co.za/
https://youtu.be/Zwdg-aFdKz4
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