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EQUINITY’s La Calavera promises liberal ideas and new forms of expression. 

Third Equinity show at Turffies on 27 October 
EQUINITY’s La Calavera will be presented at Turffontein Racecourse during the night meeting 
of Saturday 27 October and as we know from their previous productions that this is an  
extravaganza not to miss. 

The show will move to the grass enclosure in front 
of the grandstand and the organizers are promising 
an evening to behold, described as such:  
“Performance, art and horse racing climax in a crazy 
frequency at Equinity's La Calavera production  

Equinity, the South African horse racing, perform-
ance and party phenomenon has shown the world 
how to race to a different beat”. 
 
For those not in the know, Equinity is an outlandish 
combination of performance, art, design and music 
that is built around horses and night-time racing. 
 
“Our dream for Equinity started in 2013 while we 
were working on a large-scale event at Turffontein,” 

explains co-founder Angus Campbell. “We happened 
to be at the track one night and the energy under 
those massive spotlights was intense. The horses 
looked even more beautiful and powerful than 
usual,” he says. What Campbell couldn’t believe was 

that there were only a handful of spectators on a 
course that could host thousands. 
 
“It was at that moment that we knew what we had 
to do. We saw it as this incredible opportunity to 
create something revolutionary and mind-blowing. 
That’s how Equinity was born.” 
 
Campbell and the team threw themselves into plan-
ning, combining all of their passions  (to page 2) 

http://www.turftalk.co.za


2 

 

EQUINITY (cont..) 

 
into one epic production. “When we launched our 
first show in 2016, people didn’t quite know what 
had hit them,” he says. “We aren’t about any one 
thing – we love performance, art, design and music 
and with Equinity, we brought all of this together 
against the backdrop of a massive night-time horse 
race.” 
 
For Campbell, who has worked in the racing  
industry for several years, one of the biggest frus-
trations is the racing community’s fear of change. 
“We’ve spoken to so many people over the years 
that are desperate to see crowds come back to rac-
ing, and to unearth a new generation of owners, 
breeders and trainers. They want results, but very 
few are prepared to actually change anything,” says 
Campbell. “Well that’s what we’re here to do.” 
 
To this end, the Equinity team believe there are no 
sacred cows and they have made it their mission to 
reinvent every element of a traditional racing event, 
from how the races are filmed to how they are  
experienced live at the stadium. 
 
 “We have four different crews filming live on the 
night and we display the action on huge screens,” 
says Campbell. “The way guests experience the race 
live at the track is now a whole different ball game. 
Before you saw the horse for a few seconds as they 
came past, now you are immersed in an Imax-like 
experience from start to finish.” 
 
Campbell believes this is one of the greatest innova-

tions of Equinity. “Traditional race days in South 
Africa often seem to put racing last, but for us,  
everything is built around the horses.” 

Equinity has found a loyal following over the past 
three years and looks set to continue its rapid 
growth with the third annual production on 27 Oc-
tober 2018. “In just three years we’ve gone from 
being the new kid on the block to the fastest-
growing racing event in the country,” says  
Campbell. 
 
Every year the team changes the theme, creating a 
completely new and immersive production. Equinity 
2018 will celebrate the experiences of an elite  
secret society called La Calavera – “The Elegant 
Skull’’. 
 
The members of this select group, who have  
chosen to live outside the norms of society, follow 
their every wish and desire above all else, and pur-
sue a hedonistic journey of instant gratification and 
intense pleasure. 
 
“Equinity embraces liberal ideas, new forms of ex-
pression, tolerance, freedom and diversity,” says 

Campbell. “It is designed as a platform for unusual 
artists and performers, and visitors can expect a 
cocktail of performance, art, design and music, with 
a slightly bizarre and very sexy, beautiful edge.” 
 
The Equinity team works with performers, stylists 
and decor specialists for months before the event, 

and to bring to life their unconventional themes, 
they craft many of their own decor elements and 
outfits from scratch. They brief actors and perform-
ers on how to engage with their audiences, believ-
ing that every interaction is an opportunity to 
amaze or amuse. 

 
“As the world interacts increasingly on a digital 
level we believe in creating epic  (to page 4) 



3 

 



4 

 

NEW CLIENTS ONLY: Go to Interbet, register  and 

use column on website to indicate Turf Talk (How did 
you hear about us) — you will receive a 150% 
match on first deposits up to R1,000. 

CASH BONUS! 

It looks straight forward 
 
RACING takes place on the classic track at the Vaal 

today and like last week it looks a conquerable card, 
with short-priced favourites like Smart Deal and In-
vincible Lady likely to land the odds. For value one 
has to look at the handicaps of which Race 3 is possibly 
the trickiest and trainer Diane Stenger may have found 
the right race for out-and-out stayer Cheat The 
Cheaters, who has been threatening to win another 

race in this type of company and can do it today off his 
lowest ever career rating. Soldier On may present 
some value if he drifts into the 9-2 or 5-1 range, above 
his current 7-2. Otherwise we’ll stick with one only. 
Value in Red. 
 
Vaal Selections: 

 
Race 1: (1) Stormborne Thunder (3) Await The 

Sunset (9) Matanuska (2) Doreen Falls 

Race 2:  (1) Smart Deal (2) Mantracker (3) Earth 

Sky (11) Skip The Light 

Race 3: (11) Cheat The Cheaters (12) King’s Cup 

(4) Desert Sunset ( 

Race 4: (3) Invincible Lady (2) Braxton (6) Mambo 

Model (7) Pretty Ballerina 

Race 5: (3) Aurora Australis (6) Lock Him Up (1) 

Come The Day (2) Aranjuez 

Race 6: (4) Soldier On (3) Divine Odyssey (1) Puget 

Sound (6) Jubilee Line 

Race 7: (4) Gimme Hope Johanna (3) La Roquette 

(9) Zulu Dawn (1) Pool Party 

Race 8: (5) Bell Tower (3) Quebec Queen (4) Elbi 

(7) Kick Butt 

EQUINITY (fm p2) 

 
face-to-face connections between people,” says 
Angus. That’s not to say Equinity doesn’t  

embrace technology. While they create bigger 
sets, and include as many performers as  
possible, they look to include the best technology 
available. “We love the history and the traditions 
of racing, but we are determined to bring the 
sport into a new era,” says Campbell. 
 

“We are part of a new young racing audience 
and we want to do things our way, but we em-
brace the history of racing and we love working 
in massive old racing stadiums because they give 
us the scale we need to blow people’s minds.” 
 
Tickets are available via Webtickets or through 
the Equinity website. www.equinity.co.za. For 
group bookings, email info@equinity.co.za or call 
073 257 8178. -  tt. 
 
We applaud Equinity’s great efforts to promote 
racing via space-age technology and we just love 
the paragraph stating “...visitors can expect a 
cocktail of performance, art, design and music, 
with a slightly bizarre and very sexy, beautiful 
edge.” 
 
Equinity should take note, however, of a  
conservative element, a bunch of “verkramptes” 
who voiced strong criticism of the recent Equus 
Awards at which something similar was  
attempted (and actually enjoyed by most!) 
 
Some have forgotten we live in the year 2018, 
and they may even go as far as to boycott the 
event. Perhaps, in this day and age, there is still 
a need for tear gas and rubber bullets? - Editor. 

http://www.interbet.co.za/
https://www.interbet.co.za/Login.aspx?Register=true
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Stephen Jupp retires after long racing career 
FORMER jockey, assistant trainer and Riding Master Stephen Jupp’s career in racing has 

spanned five decades and he will thoroughly deserve his retirement which starts at the end of 
this month. 

Jupp was one of the top riders of his day in an 
era when the competition was ultra tough. 
 
Uupon becoming licensed he joined the  
Newmarket-based Oppenheimer stable, whose 
trainer was John Gorton. He won the SA Oaks 
twice for the Oppenheimers with Grease Paint 
and Torpedo Boat and also won the Jubilee 
Handicap for them,  three times in succession. 
 
He had plenty of support and his big career wins 
which sprang to mind were the Grade 1 SA Guin-
eas on Crimson Waves, the Racing Digest 1900 
on the one-eyed Bluffing, he twice won the Grade 
1 Ok Gold Bowl, on The Monk and Honey Chunk 
respectively, the SA Derby on Kadarko, the Keith 
Hepburn twice, on First City, owned by Bles 
Bridges, and on Susan’s Dream, and he also won 
the Grade 1 SA Fillies Sprint on the latter, and he 
won the Grade 1 Natal Derby twice, including on 
Fire Arch. 
 
However, he said his best memory in racing was  

his victory on the Roy Magner-trained Leopard Strike 
in the first million rand race in SA, the Bloodline  
Million. 
 
He had ridden with a selection of South African greats 
like Gerald Turner, Martin Schoeman, Raymond  
Rhodes and Michael Cave in Johannesburg, Michael 
Roberts and Johnny McCreedy in KZN and Garth Puller 
and Karl Neisius in the Cape, among many others. 

 
Jupp became assistant trainer to Charles Laird but 
upon Clairwood being closed, applied for a position as 
riding master at the Academy and was there for six 
seasons. “I loved teaching the youngsters,” he said. 
 
Drumming in “the basics” was his first goal. He  
mentioned current champion jockey Lyle Hewitson as 
being easy to work with as “he had good manners 
and listened, he was not a big shot.” 
 
He mentioned Khanya Sakayi as a rider who had  
become prominent among the claiming apprentices 
due to “sheer hard work.” - David Thiselton/Gold Cir-

http://www.morrisvee.co.za/
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Jocks are fashion conscious 

JOCKEYS are into fashion these days, showing off gear 

from different design houses. Here’s Gauteng-based 
Tshwaro Appie and girlfriend in a photo from Facebook 
captioned, “Nubian King and Queen”. Check those shoes! 

Send.. and we’ll oblige 

CAPE Town’s own young fashion guru Chase Liebenberg 
(“The Blonde Arabian”) runs the social media for Mathew 
de Kock’s Onamission Syndicate and he submitted this 
photo of Puget Sound (left) and Elbi, runners at the Vaal 
meeting this afternoon and both considered to have 
chances. We welcome contributions for this column, even if 
guys like Chase are getting away with a bit of free  
advertising. When Turf Talk readers ask, and try, we will 
oblige where we can. Go to onamissionracing.co.za for 
more info on this easy-to-join syndicate. 

http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/
http://www.racingassoction.co.za/
http://www.salesring.co.za/
onamissionracing.co.za

