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RABADA will embark on a career at stud. 

Rabada: Predictably Predictable! 
It’s 53 years since the nation’s favourite son, Sea Cottage survived the assassin’s bullet in the 
shadows of Durban’s Ellis Brown viaduct. And a lot of the “Duzi’s” water has passed under the 
portals of that edifice since the Summerhill upstarts, Imperial Despatch and Bianconi levelled 
their patrician counterparts in the season-defining Champion Juvenile.  

Yet it ranked, and it rankled even more, as the  
biggest piece of local racing affrontery when the 
aptly-named Rabada claimed the 2016 crop’s high-
est rating in the same event with his thunder bolt 
against the cream of the nation’s bluebloods. On the 

floor that day were the subsequent Equus champion 
and Triple Crown laureate, Abashiri, and the regally 
related dual Group One performer, Prospect Strike.  
 
Yet it was all quite predictable: our hero had en-
tered the fray off an unbeaten pair of opening 

rounds and a knockout race record in the Listed 
Gatecrasher. His lucrative migration to the East 
coast called now for the young man to go West, 

where sadly a nasty collision put paid to a tilt at the 
time-honoured Cape Derby, and almost his career. 
Only an act of ambitious clairvoyance could have 
divined a return bout between what looked like the 
emergence of a racing totem and the Derby hero, 

It’s My Turn, but few remembered what Rabada 
was made of. 
 
That irresistible combination of grunt and grit took 
him to within a half-length of the laurels in the KZN 
Guineas, and voila! - the Derby winner became his 

next Group One victim in the Daily News. It was all 
so predictable: ever since Imperial Despatch had 
served as the flagship in the R2 million (to page 3) 
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RABADA (fm p1) 

 
epic, the same tide had borne a positive armada of top  
performers in the race from the same farm.  

 
In the process, Rabada would become the only colt of his gen-
eration to win Group Ones at two and three, claiming two of 
South African racing’s monuments. His reputation was intact. 
His record read 10 starts, 5 victories and 3 seconds. The other 
two were claimed by injury, the last one a terminator. A multi-
millionaire with R2.6million in the locker, he’d banked ten times 

his cost at an average of R265 000 a start. Some racehorse.  
 
Yet in so many ways, it was also predictable. The best South 
African-performed stallions and some of the country’s greatest 
racehorses, Jet Master, Dynasty, Captain Al and Foveros, all had 
rather plebeian female origins; it was the “mongrel” in them 
that made them the heroes of their era; it was the grunt and 
the grit that hallmarked their progeny. 
 
This week, it was announced that Rabada was  
returning to his original home to perpetuate the farm’s record in 
championing the cause of the Northern Dancer story. Irresisti-
bly, they’re asking if it’s not all too predictable? 
 
“I don’t know anything about predictions, I’ll leave that to the 
prophets” said Summerhill stallion barn boss, Richard Hlong-
wane. “What I know is that I’ve worked with several Champion 
stallions in my twenty eight years at Summerhill, and I’ve seen 
Sadler’s Wells, Danehill and Galileo, Sunday Silence and Deep 
Impact during my stints at Coolmore in Ireland and more re-
cently at Sheikh Mohammed’s Darley in Japan. I can honestly 
say Rabada was a standout from the day he was born; he ranks 
alongside the best of them for his physique, his power and his 
presence, and like all of them, he could walk for England (or 
Ireland or Japan!)”. 
 
Now that’s predictability! - tt. 

RADADA and his dam, Jordie, in the snow. 

   An absolute joy to train. He was 
my pick for the July ahead of Aba-

shiri; I just wish we'd been able to run 
him. He had brilliant two year old 
speed and the class to carry it over 
2000m. Remember, he won the Daily 
News without the stick, which tells you 
that besides his natural talent, he was 
as genuine as the day was blue. De-
spite the problems I had with his feet, 
he was as good a horse as I've had the 
privilege to train. Imagine how 
good he'd have been if we'd 
not battled with his feet?    
 
—Michael Azzie, trainer. 

“ 

” 
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NEW CLIENTS ONLY: Go to Interbet, register  and 

use column on website to indicate Turf Talk (How did 
you hear about us) — you will receive a 150% 
match on first deposits up to R1,000. 

CASH BONUS! 

 

Green Street  
launches lavishly  

 
By ROSALIND WATERMAN 

 
GREEN Street Bloodstock celebrated their  
exciting new venture into the international 
arena with a full house of clients and friends at 

the trendy Spice On Main Restaurant at the 
Sugar Hotel, Green Point, where we were spoilt 
to a delicious dinner menu paired with 
Beyerskloof wines. This is my new favourite 
spot! 
 

GSB’s Justin Vermaak is a go-getter, someone 

prepared to push the boundaries and go the 

extra mile - an astute and passionate  

horseman. It is difficult to delve into all of 

Justin's achievements in such a short piece but 

it would be remiss of me not to mention that 

Green Street recently celebrated their  56th win-

ner -  no mean feat when you consider that this 

has been achieved in less than three racing 

seasons. 

Green Street have already tasted success in 

Singapore. Their first purchase, Deadline Day 

(Rip Van Winkle), won on debut and their two 

most recent acquisitions look promising. Street 

Blade, a Zoffany colt made an impressive start 

to his racing career with a flying finish to come 

second against older company and Street Party, 

a Congrats colt, ran third in a small non Black 

Type feature. He will be contesting in 

a SGD$85 000 Maiden Plate this Sunday and we 

hear he is in with a chance.   

Not only does establishing themselves in  

Singapore offer owners the chance to race  

internationally, but the substantial financial 

benefits Singapore has to offer in terms of prize 

money make this a worthwhile venture when 

you consider that one restricted maiden win 

covers training fees for just under a year. 

Justin’s operation now includes Vermaak Equine 

(international bloodstock consultancy already 

responsible for exports Brave Mary, Ganesh 

Talai and stallion import Erupt), Green Street 

Bloodstock (local racehorse syndication) and 

Green Street International (Singapore and  

elsewhere). Tellytrack’s Breeding To Win will 

showcase the GSB International launch on Sun-

day, 2  September. We look forward to seeing 

what the international stage has in store! - tt. 

Misty’s relations in SA 
 
MISTY Birnam is racing in England, as reported on 

Tuesday and his sire, Toreador, is deceased. Two of 
his offspring, also born on Anton and Judy Proctor's 
Burwell  farm, situated in the mist belt above  
Pietermaritzburg, could well keep the red flag flying, in 
another Olé for Toreador.  
 
Cumulus, by Toreador out of Celestial Cloud, is  

diminutive but speedy and his similarity in both size 
and conformation to Misty Birnam, encouraged Rob 
Haswell, a former Mayor and Municipal Manager of 
Pietermaritzburg, to purchase him from the Proctors. 

"He won first time out and has paid his way, so when 
Anton showed me a yearling - Hungry Eyes by  
Toreador out of Step it Up - I did not hesitate as he 
oozes class. He is now a two year old and is already 
more imposing than Misty Dawn or Cumulus, and will 
join Nathan Kotzen's yard at Summerveld next month," 
said Haswell.  - tt. 

HUNGRY Eyes, into training soon. 

http://www.interbet.co.za/
https://www.interbet.co.za/Login.aspx?Register=true
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Launch party @Spice 
On Main, Cape Town 

JUSTIN VERMAAK launched his 
t h r ee - t i e r e d  G re en  S t re e t  
Bloodstock at a ceremony at the 
Spice On Main Restaurant (Sugar 
Hill Hotel) in Green Point Town last 
Saturday. Photographic highlights 
supplied by the venue. 
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GSB Launch party @Spice On Main, Cape Town 

WWW.GREENSTREETBLOODSTOCK.CO.ZA 
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http://www.capethoroughbredsales.com/
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RYAN Munger has been appointed first jockey to Glen Kotzen 

and he will move from Johannesburg to Cape Town by the 
beginning of October. 
 
Kotzen said: “We had been watching Ryan last season and we 
were quite impressed. had a meeting with him and he  
accepted our offer.  
 
“Obviously he has a lot to learn so far as the tracks and 
weather conditions in the Cape are concerned but this will 
come with time. He already has a good rapport with our  
owners and the horses and what is nice is that he is a natural 
lightweight.” 
 
Munger,22,  was one of the busiest jockeys in the country last 
season with over 1 300 rides. He finished up in the top ten on 
the national log with 107 winners. 
 
He said: “I’ve got plenty of winners on my CV. What I need 
now are feature-race winners.” 
 
Munger only really started riding In Cape Town. He won for 
Kotzen on Lanza at the end of last month and on Strawberry 
Wine last Saturday. He has five rides for the stable at  
Kenilworth on Saturday plus two for Candice Bass-Robinson 
for whom he has a good record.—Michael Clower/Gold Circle. 

Ryan Munger joins Glen Kotzen as stable jockey 

RYAN Munger, plum job. 

IT’S ALL HAPPENING… 

ON Twitter! 

JOIN THE PARTY~ 
@turftalk1 

http://www.morrisvee.co.za/
http://www.twitter.com/turftalk1


9 

 

What a horse can do for you! 

THEY look like ordinary folks and they are, but Peter and 
Patty Tighe (left), Debbie and Paul Kepitis in the last few 
years have banked prize money in the region of  
$AUS15-million (app R150-million), courtesy of their star 
mare Winx. (That’s an estimate with trainer Chris Waller 
and jockey Hugh Bowman’s shares of the loot taken off). 
The two couples were seen at the launch of the Australian 
Spring Racing Festival in Sydney on Tuesday.  

SOUTHERN Phantom, a sensation in North America  
because he was born with a white face, one brown eye and 
one blue eye, finished third in his second career start at 
the Saratoga festival last week. He was swarmed by the 
public and the media. 

http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/
http://www.racingassoction.co.za/
http://www.salesring.co.za/
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http://www.bsa.co.za/

