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   Tuesday 28 August 2018 www.turftalk.co.za  *  editor@turftalk.co.za 

ADMIRAL Kitten, Karoo-based this breeding season. 

Admiral Kitten moves to Karoo to get 
the support he deserves 

THERE was great excitement from Piketberg to the Karoo when Kitten’s Joy’s son Roaring Lion 
emphatically won the Grade 1 Juddmonte International at York last week putting a top quality 
field of Europe’s best to bed. 

Moutonshoek Stud  (just outside Piketberg) last year 
imported one of Kitten Joy’s Group 1 Turf winning 
sons, in the form of Admiral Kitten. Despite Kitten’s 
Joy being a phenomenal sire of progeny, with an 
affinity for the turf, the reception in the Western 
Cape has surprisingly been luke warm.  
 
COLIN GORDON of Moutonshoek takes up the story: 

 
Admiral Kitten had suffered travel sickness on the 
way across from the States to Europe and by the 

time he landed here had lost a heap of weight! As a 

As a result we took the decision not to show him at 
the 2017 Wilgerbosdrift Stallion day and he made a 
low key entry to the breeding ranks.  
 
He is, however,  a consummate professional with a 
great attitude and he soon picked up the weight 
and not only looks smashing now but covers like an 
old pro.  
 
When Moutonshoek’s other resident stallion The 
United States suffered a foot injury last season,  
Admiral Kitten stepped up to the plate  (to p3) 

http://www.turftalk.co.za
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ADMIRAL KITTEN (cont fm p1) 
 

and happily stood in to cover mares for his pal!  
 
This year The United States is back in full swing and 
when the Karoo Breeders approached us with the 
idea of sending Admiral Kitten to their region, we 
thought it a great idea to give him the best possible 
chance to get a good book of mares. We showed 
him at the Highlands stallion parade this year where 
fellow Breeders shared our enthusiasm about his 
good looks. 
 
David Southey of Southford Stud will be standing 
Admiral Kitten and he is very excited to have a  
stallion for the Karoo with his career ahead of him. 
David reports he has settled in well and is very 
pleased with what he sees! 
 
In discussions with David we were mindful that 
breeders outside of the Karoo would still want to get 
access to him so we reduced his fee to an extremely 
reasonable R7,500 so as to compensate for  
additional travel costs. We think we have come up 
with an arrangement that suits just about everyone 
and is best for proving this stallion. 
 
Kitten’s Joy was Champion Sire in America in 2011 
and has been Champion Turf Sire in North America 
for 5 years. Whilst some may have questioned the 

turf credentials of his North American runners, the 
doubters were firmly dealt with when the likes of 
Roaring Lion showed he is equal and better than 
Europe’s best. 
 
Roaring Lion is no one hit wonder either, with 
horses like Hawkbill and Oscar Performance backing 
him up. He is currently number 4 in worldwide earn-
ings for stallions based in Europe and North Amer-

ica, ahead of Champion Sires like Tapit, Galileo and 
War Front. 
 
Like his sire, Admiral Kitten claimed the Group 1 
Secretariat Stakes and in addition to being a good 

looking horse has a fantastic temperament. 
 
We’d like to stress that the move to the Karoo in no 
way suggests a loss of faith in this young stallion 
Moutonshoek will sending him 13 mares, a number 
with black type, to support the handsome bay. 

 
For a brilliant review of the Roaring Lion race read 
this clip from The Racing Post. -  tt. 

Joey’s charges back to track 
 
JOEY Ramsden, whose horses have been under a 
post-vaccination cloud this past fortnight, intends to 
break cover with two runners at Kenilworth  
Saturday – Made In Hollywood in a Conditions Plate 
and Fours A Crowd in a fillies handicap. 
 
He ran nothing at Saturday’s and he scratched all 
his remaining runners the previous Saturday after 
Bountiful Strength had finished several  lengths last 
in the first, saying that his horses had not been 
right since they were vaccinated. 
 
Ramsden said yesterday that Made In Hollywood’s 
race “looked too good to miss” and, asked if his vets 
had come up with an explanation for the horses 
running below form, he said: “I didn’t really bother 
investigating because you could look to the ends of 
the earth and still not find anything. Instead I took 
the advice of William Haggas who said ‘Walk them 

for a week and make sure you are somewhere else 
at the time so you don’t sit there looking miserable!’ 
- Michael Clower/Gold Circle. 

https://www.racingpost.com/news/outstanding-roaring-lion-claims-race-of-the-season-at-york/343319
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NEW CLIENTS ONLY: Go to Interbet, register  and use 

column on website to indicate Turf Talk (How did you 
hear about us) — you will receive a 150% match on 
first deposits up to R1,000. 

CASH BONUS! 

First-timers complicate Vaal meet 
 
A number of first-timers have been entered in various 
races scheduled for the outside track at the Vaal on 

Tuesday which make the exotic bets tricky to assess.  
 
One interesting newcomer is trainer Sean Tarry’s 
beautifully-bred Palace Green, who will race for the 
often successful partnership of owners Mary Slack and 
Michael Javett and may well attract betting support. 
 
Another is Mike and Adam Azzie’s Truth Or Dare 
(Race 4). We’re tipping them blindly, with no info, but 
in weak form fields their chances are as good as any. 
 
Value, at 16-1, lies with Maintain The Pace (Race 
7), who ran 11 lengths off against winners first time 
out, will be better for the experience and is set for 
good improvement. Value in Red. 
 

Vaal selections: 
 
Race 1: (2) Truce (8) Triple IT (1) Cosmic Miss 
Race 2: (10) Queen Rachel (4) Singfonico (6) King 
Of Cedars (5) Sunburst 
Race 3: (10) Palace Green (13) Wild Path (3) 
Hartleyfour (4) Awakening 
Race 4: (8) Truth Or Dare (6) Rock A Roll Dancer 
(3) Bursa (11) Magical Unicorn 
Race 5: (1) Chapel Jive (4) Bien Venue (2) Certifi-
able (6) Gunston 
Race 6: (3) Daffiq  (2) Silver Coin (1) Tsitsikamma 
Dance (5) Strawberry Pavlova 
Race 7: (8) Maintain The Pace (1) Electromagnetic 
(5) Captain Hook (7) Indy Ice 
Race 8: (5) Noble Princess (6) Loja Lady (9) Satin 
Slipper (8) Dance Dance 

Sizing up the opposition 

IT has been  bumper first few months of 2018 for 
John Size, with a 10th Hong Kong trainers’ cham-
pionship locked in the bag, a slew of big-race vic-
tories and the prestigious honour of being in-
ducted into the Australian Racing Hall of Fame. 
 
Size, though, is not one to rest on his laurels and 
he is already looking ahead to what the upcoming 
2018/19 season has in store as one of the Hong 
Kong Jockey Club’s first dual-site trainers. 
 
Size is one of nine trainers who have shifted to a 
dual-site model during the off-season, with two-
thirds of their string based at Sha Tin and the 
other third based at the Club’s new Conghua 
Training Centre (CTC) on the Chinese Mainland. 
The handler’s first horses arrived at the Guang-
dong site on 20 July and the Champion Trainer is 
pleased with their progress so far. 
 
“From what we’ve seen in the first month or so, 
it’s all positive, particularly the health of the 
horses,” Size said. “The facility is good, they obvi-
ously started working on it a long time ago and 
everything that you’d hope for in a training centre 
seems to be in place. 
 
“It was very pleasing to see the horses, when I 
first went up there, they’d done very well – they 
looked good, they were in very good condition 
and I think the relaxed environment is helping 
some horses to do a bit better. I guess that was 
predictable because Sha Tin is pretty busy and the 
other one is the opposite, it’s a refreshing place.  
 
“So it is all coming together now. They’ve got 
some systems being set up now where they are 
going to have trials and gate practice and jump-
outs and things like that, we’re in the initial stages 
of getting that done. At the moment, I’m sending 

up a variety of horses and then seeing how they 
respond. I am still in the stage of learning how to 
use the facility,” Size said.—HKJC 

JOHN Size, two training bases. 

http://www.interbet.co.za/
https://www.interbet.co.za/Login.aspx?Register=true
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WE love them when decisions go our way; hate them when they don’t, but the Chief Stipendiary Stewards 
are there to police racing at every meeting countrywide, and their skins are thick. From the left  are Thulani 
Khanyile (Eastern Cape); Ernie Rodrigues (Western Cape), Lyle Anderson (Gauteng), Shaun Parker (KZN) 
and Arnold Hyde (Racing Control Executive).  

http://www.morrisvee.co.za/
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Milnerton Five-O! 

NO, we’re not doing PR for Joey Ramsden, but the  
Milnerton trainer has a good social media manager who 
keeps him in the news… and we always need copy, so 
thanks Joey!  The Brit turned 50 years of age on Monday 
and celebrated with partner Stephanie Grentell and his 
daughters. Happy birthday, squire! 

Playing with words 

FROM the Australian Stud Book comes a new colt regis-
tered and named, “Married”. Note owner and pedigree. 

http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/
http://www.racingassoction.co.za/
http://www.salesring.co.za/
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