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   Monday 27 August 2018 www.turftalk.co.za  *  editor@turftalk.co.za 

          Mondays with DAVID ALLAN 

WHISKY Baron (Met Winner, nearside No.5) contested a super finish to the Celebration Mile at Goodwood 
on Saturday.   

So many “matters arising” and who 
will tell the stories? 

IT’s psychosomatic. The sound of rain on window panes sends millions of British people to 
“put the kettle on”. It happened yesterday for almost the first time for (seemingly) months,  
bringing on a nation’s worth of ironic smiles. 

Actually there was a little UK rain around when 
your correspondent was in Johannesburg and  
elsewhere on the Highveld for an arduous week, 
but the sheep grazing on the reservoir banks  
adjacent to the motorways near Heathrow were still  
crunching, not slurping, when I drove past them in 
early morning sun last week, rushing back for the 
best Race Meeting of them all, The Ebor Meeting at 

York – more of that anon... 
 
What they (= occasional overseas bloodstock visi-

tors to Joburg) rarely say is how awful it is possible 
to feel after a week marching about at altitude 
when not used to it. Getting in and out quickly does 
help, but a full week can leave one staggering. I 
know some who simply will not try again. 
 
South Africans from sea level seem to cope well. 
With liberal use of lip salve to prevent cracking and 

bleeding (thanks Equine) their physiology clearly 
can adapt. 
                                                           (to p2) 

http://www.turftalk.co.za
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Wings of Desire by Pivotal, Dante Winner and 2nd to the wonderful Highland Reel in the King George. 
Stands at Heversham Park Stud. 

DAVID ALLAN  (cont) 

 
The key factor is “marching about” e.g. long days 
on the sales ground, as opposed to holidaying in the 
Kruger (sadly no time for that) or catching my 
breath – as I did – during an excellent, welcoming 
visit to Heversham Park south of Joburg where 
Wings of Desire and Moofeed represent enterprising 
investment bent on overcoming current horrors, 
along with Great Britain who is siring winners now 
as a member of the brilliant Balidaress family 

should. 
 
It was both refreshing and bloody good fun to share 
views with progressive minds while so many of us 
are brow-beaten having been battered half to death 
by 2017/18 sales results in South Africa. 
 

The National 2 Year Old Sale has, over many years, 
been a reliable event. Until a few years ago when 
the then TBA/BSA regime employed a Marketing 
Manager too late to do anything (whatsoever) about 
promoting the sale. Catalogues were late and that 
particular renewal was pretty awful. But nowhere 
near as awful as what was yet to come. 
 
On 16th/17th August, we saw published figures a 

little higher than the pits of the year before. Credit 
where credit is due. But how much does it cost to 
present a thoroughbred yearling/2 year old? Pick a 
3-figure number. 80% made R100,000 or less. 42% 
made 25,000 or less. Quod Erat Demonstrandum. 

That (might as well be) Latin for let’s jump off the 
cliff. 
 
Of course there were some strong prices achieved 
and very Good Luck to those concerned. And if a big 
price is an undeclared buy-back, let’s not get into a 
muck sweat. Provided that there was a real  
under-bidder, the sales company’s arithmetic would 
not change a great deal, whatever purists may  
prefer. There are more real under-bidders in the 
current new era. 
 
For those breeders and other vendors recording 

staggering (that word again) losses, the soul-
searching department amounts to “What am I do-
ing?” whereas the progressive department –  
admittedly with a huge cash flow question - 
amounts to “What can we do because the market 
will turn at some point?”  In another column, we 
may address all of that….. 

 
Of course we all know that something else that is 
“staggering” is the cost of selling in South Africa. 
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Grassy banked, sheep-grazed Wraysbury Reservoir next 
to Heathrow. 

DAVID ALLAN  (cont…) 

 
Hell’s Teeth, you try justifying to an overseas investor 
two entry fees instead of one (and one of them non-
refundable “up front” whether you get in or not) and a 
commission over 5 times that charged in Europe where 
the few remaining sales races cost vendors nothing and 
only cost buyers on a voluntary basis, staggered in  
optional forfeits over 6-9 months. 
 
While “New” Bloodstock South Africa has made  

considerable improvements in its short tenure and  
cannot be blamed for “where we are”, and the CTS 
team held its nerve last January admirably, it is  
impossible not to lie back and think what might have 
happened if an international tender had been held. If 
any of those northern hemisphere sales companies had 
a look they would not have believed 8% commissions 

never mind the rest of it, even taking into account 
economies of scale. Having – shall we say – kept one or 
two of them simmering, I know. 
 
By “simmering” I mean ready to consider cooperation 

with existing entities here, not competing  
aggressively which is not in anyone’s interests. 
 
Meanwhile, one wonders about marketing  
policies. The National 2 Year Old Sale was surely 

a candidate for squads of university/college  
students to be shown round – as one sees on 
the quieter days at major sales in Europe – with 
explanations as to how these prices (“high” to 
most visitors) are justified, how careers under 
half a dozen different headings are available, 

and how it is endlessly possible to bond with 
450-500 kg of thoroughbred. Whether this is a 
TBA or BSA or RA or Racing It’s a Rush or …….? 
matter is to be judged within a few months from 
now. 
 
Catherine Hartley of the TBA has brought in 
groups under what is potentially an enlightened 
TBA budget.  Half a dozen Catherines of  
whatever background with knowledgeable  
passion for the racehorse would benefit us 
greatly. Racing is not a Rush, whatever that 
even means, or a pole dance, it is a relationship 
with a fabulous equine athlete. 
 
Which takes me all the way back to last week’s 
column about SA flag carriers in Europe. As 
noted by one or two correspondents, my point 
was that tilting at the Group 1 windmill is not 
the be all and end all. 
 
Some time ago, I sat with SA friends watching a 
“SAF” filly run in a Group 1 in England. She did 
not win. My companions were shattered, or at 
least very disappointed.  I was very proud of her 
run in that company and hoped for steady  
acclimatisation and improvement. 
 

WHISKY BARON won The (inaugural) Sun Met in 
2017 with a Racing Post rating of 112. In an-
other sporting effort, arriving the “long way 
round”, he ran eight months later (to page 6) 
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Mardi Grass is favourite for 
Grand Heritage 

 

THE first set of weights for the R750,000 World 
Sports Betting Grand Heritage (Non-Black Type) 
over 1475m at the Vaal on Saturday 29 September 
have been announced while the sponsors have put 
up the early betting for the race. 
 
Once again the race, which will have 28 runners 
charging up the Vaal straight, has attracted a large 
entry of 58 runners. 
 
However, the way the weights have been deter-
mined, Johan Janse van Vuuren-trained Mardi Gras 
comes in with a very nice weight of 56.5kg and he 
has been priced up a pretty warm favourite at 15-
4. While the price might not appear to be all that 
short, second favourite is Zouaves and he is on 
offer at 12-1. Geoff Woodruff’s charge has been 
weighted to carry 61kg. 
 
The Grand Heritage is open to all horses and the 
final field is by way of invitation from racing opera-
tor Phumelela. 
 
To be considered for inclusion in the final field, 
every horse nominated must have had at least a 
minimum of ONE run from the time of first entry 
up to and including the time of the final supple-
mentary entry. 
 
Betting: 15-4 Mardi Gras; 12-1 Zouaves; 14-1 Di-
vine Odyssey; 18-1 Kings Archer; 20-1 Sail For 
Joy; 22-1 Irish Pride; 25-1 Unagi, Noble Secret, 
African Ruler, Tsitsikamma Dance, Count Tassilo, 
Chepardo; 28-1 Socrates; 33-1 and upwards oth-
ers. —TAB News. 

Mardi Gras, popular with bookies. 

Misty Birnam wins in UK 
 
THE former Mike de Kock trained Toreador gelding 
Misty Birnam registered his first win in the UK when 
he scored with ease in a Class 5 Handicap over 
1400m at Redcar on Saturday. 
 

The gelding was raced here by Anton Procter in part-
nership with Mike de Kock. 
 
He won twice in KZN and was runner-up in the Gr2 
Golden Horseshoe of 2016 before running third in the 
Gr1 Premiers Champion Stakes behind Gunner and 
Zodiac Ruler, in what, on reflection, was not a vin-
tage renewal of the end-of-season 2yo feature. 
 
Misty Birnam, now a 5yo, was bred by the Procters 
and is by the deceased Toreador(Danehill) out of 
Verglas mare In The Mist. 
 
He is trained now by Ian Williams and owned by Paul 
Wildes.—Sporting Post. 
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KARIS Teetan and Matthew Poon. 

Teetan starts season on a winning roll 
KARIS Teetan is off to a flying start this  
season, combining with Matthew Poon Ming
-fai to win the annual jockeys’ sprint while 
also securing the prized mount of Pakistan 
Star. 

The Mauritian overhauled a diving Grant van 
Niekerk on the line to collect his fourth sprint title 
at the Jockey Club’s preseason carnival on Satur-
day night, further enhancing his unofficial position 
as the quickest jockey at Sha Tin. 
 
But his biggest win came on Friday, when trainer 
Tony Cruz confirmed Teetan would be aboard two
-time Group One winner Pakistan Star after his 
most recent rider Tommy Berry opted to return to 
Australia this season. 
 
“Tony had a chat with me and he and the owner 
[Kerm Din] wanted someone to be here with the 
horse, trial him and look after him,” Teetan said. 
 
“I’ve warmed the saddle on Designs On Rome and 
Able Friend for Tommy and Joao [Moreira] so it’s 
the first time I’ll be able to ride a top horse from 
the beginning right through to the big races – I’m 
very grateful for that. 
 

The booking gives Teetan a big boost ahead of 
what could be a huge season for him as one of 
the likely major benefactors from Moreira’s move 
to Japan.—from South China Morning Post. 

NEW CLIENTS ONLY: Go to Interbet, register  and use 

column on website to indicate Turf Talk (How did you 
hear about us) — you will receive a 150% match on 
first deposits up to R1,000. 

CASH BONUS! 

DAVID ALLAN (FM P3…) 

 
at Newmarket looking massive and not remotely  
coping with The Dip. Sent off to Meydan he did run to 
108, but probably felt like “ess aitch one tee” and ran 
below par next time. 
 
Bless ‘im. Having gone to William Haggas in  
Newmarket – trainer of the Kieswetters’ Group 1 win-
ner Urban Fox - Whisky Baron ran an absolute blinder 
at Goodwood on Saturday finishing a very close 2nd 
(race rating 112) in a brilliantly contested finish in the 
Group 2 Celebration Mile, a seriously prestigious 
event. The Kieswetter family’s Barnane Stud colours 
flashed home going very close. 
 
It is not my business, but having thought after  
Meydan grogginess that this might be a swan song, 
what about another effort? What stories to tell the 
next generation in South Africa? 
 
But who will tell them?  - tt. 

http://www.interbet.co.za/
https://www.interbet.co.za/Login.aspx?Register=true
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http://www.capethoroughbredsales.com/
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Dr Phumla Mnganga and Veronica Jack, award 
winners at TOPCO. 

Gold Circle gets accolades 
for empowering women 

 

Gold Circle Chairperson Dr Phumla Mnganga and Veronica 
Jack, Corporate Services Executive with the trophy and 
commendation at the Standard Bank Gender Empowered 
Company Top Women awards in the Travel & Hospitality 
Sector… 
 
TOPCO was launched 21 years ago, with the aim of giving 
the best South African companies the market exposure 
and recognition they deserve. Topco Media hosts several 
annual awards ceremonies that showcase industry leaders 
in performance, empowerment, women leadership, HR, 
innovation and national development.  Their Research 
Department focuses purely on surveying and researching 
thousands of organisations in order to identify the  
economy’s top companies and leaders. 
 
Gold Circle is a company committed to making a positive 
contribution to those who have been previously  
disadvantaged and the empowerment of women within 
and throughout the organisation is a major priority. 

http://www.morrisvee.co.za/
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Only Dogs and Horses 

SUNDAY was International Dog Appreciation Day and 
Bloodhorse published the suitable pic above with the  
following quote from Kinky Friedman: “Money can buy you 
a fine dog, but only love can make him wag his tail.”  
Indeed. Life, for many, is really only about dogs and 

horses! 

A thought to ponder 

AT the start of the betting week, take a moment to  
consider the quote above. Bet wisely, and slowly. 

http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/
http://www.racingassoction.co.za/
http://www.salesring.co.za/
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http://www.bsa.co.za/

