
1 

 

   Friday 24 August 2018 www.turftalk.co.za  *  editor@turftalk.co.za 

CLOUDED Hill, well-backed to win. (Wayne Marks). 

Key races produce a 
string of winners 

BACK in the 1970’s, professional punter and  
journalist, Steve Davidowitz wrote “Betting  
Thoroughbreds” - a handicapping primer for budding 
and experienced horseplayers.  
 
Many revised editions have followed since given the diversity 
and changes in modern racing, but one of the key concepts 
he introduced (which is still valid today when applied  
correctly) is the notion of supporting horses coming out of 
“key” races. 
 
The method he espoused focusses on races of significant 
depth and strength at various class levels. One of the most 
effective way to apply it, is to identify Maiden races which 
yield more than a few winners. Take Clouded Hill’s form-line, 
for example – he was very well backed to win his second 
start in a row at Kenilworth on Saturday in the opener. 
 
The “key” was his debut run behind Perfect Symmetry when 
green and making late headway into fourth. That Maiden has 
been a productive source of subsequent winners. 

Second-placed Elusive Trader and fifth 
placed Rock of Asia have also both won 
twice since; sixth and seventh placed  
Adriano’s Triumph and Rock the Cot are 
maidens no longer, whilst even Sacred 
Night, beaten by nearly eight lengths has 
gone close to winning. Only Shadowing, out 
of the top sixth finishers, has yet to exit the 
Maidens, a chink that should soon be  
rectified. 
 
In one of racing many ironies, Clouded Hill 
battled to raise a meaningful bid when  
offered at CYS 2017 by breeders,  
Drakenstein Stud. Now campaigned by Mrs 
Gaynor Rupert’s LÓrmarins Racing  
Syndicate, this talented son of Horse  
Chestnut looks like one to follow, with an  
impressed jockey Richard Fourie saying 
after they free-wheeled home, “He can  
really quicken, but never needed to get out 
of even third gear here.” 
 
Hudoo Magic and Hammies Fan were other 
punts that landed at Kenilworth over the 
weekend. Pace-setting, One Life Live It 
tried to shake loose on the lead only to 
cave in entering the final furlong as Hudoo 
Magic swooped to justify prohibitive odds.  
 
Second placed Crome Yellow had been off 
track for 242 days yet gave the hot  
favourite a fright running on nicely down 
the inner.  
 
Hammies Fan was an exposed Maiden who 
got it right at her 14th dip after placing at 
half her previous starts. Trainer Piet Steyn 
prophesied beforehand, “She’s been  
working well enough, and though she’s still 
not quite where I want her to be after not 
wintering well, she’s got the form to win.” 
 
Emboldened punters were vindicated when 
Ingabangabonga won easily at Fairview on 
Friday. Despite a history of unsoundness 
and having been reported as not striding 
out at her two most recent starts, punters 
climbed in with no fear. Backed  (to p2) 
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BETTING BONUS 

NEW CLIENTS ONLY: Go to Interbet, register  and use col-
umn on website to indicate Turf Talk (How did you hear 
about us) — you will receive a 150% match on first  
deposits up to R1,000. 

KEY RACES (fm p1) 
 
down from 28/10 to 2/1 against sluggish 
opposition, the daughter of Irish Flame 
put three lengths between herself and a 
toiling Fifth of May. 
 
Count Kournikova, Elangeni and Vivir were 
others to receive support and arrive safe, 
on the Highveld. Roy Magner trains  
Elangeni who attracted shrewd money at 
good odds into 6’s before fending off 
Rhyme and Reason by a half- length.  
 
Vivir had finished in the middle of the 
pack behind Mighty High in a Grade 1 
for Juveniles at Scottsville in May.  
Resuming three months later, she was 
supported at around 16/10 to notch 
her second win from three starts, 
which she did without drawing a deep 
breath. 
 
Many punters are leery of making  
donations in Work Riders races. It’s  
definitely misguided to back horses ridden 
by the hopelessly inept, but the good guys 
are so much better than their incompetent  
colleagues that they carry a significant 
edge. 
 
Take Samuel Mosia as an example. He 
partnered Count Kournikova to victory on 
the 16th August at pretty cramped odds of 
13/20. Interbet punters know what they 
are doing when supporting a Mosia-ridden 
beast. Going back over the last three  
seasons, Mosia has won on 17%, 19% 
and 25% of his mounts – a reassuring 
strike rate for bettors venturing hard-
earned cash. -  tt. 

Just remember who’s the boss! 
 
WE’ve noted before: The moment you think you have this 
game taped, it hits you for a six! We are black-and-blue after 
getting knocked out at the Vaal yesterday, but as Howard 
Jones once sang, “Things can only get better”! Turffies  
Value in Red, as we stage a fightback. Respect the game! 
 
Turffontein selections: 
 
Race 1: (1) Liberado (9) Viking Trial (8) Triple Z (7) Pelican 
Bay 
Race 2: (8) Deerupt (7) Sun Up (11) Miss Pinkerton (1) 
Kindavar 
Race 3: (4) Darkest Hour (10) Volcanic Sunset (1) Mount 
Keith (2) Hidden Agenda 
Race 4: (5) Kissmeinmydreams (7) Quatro (4) Lone Survi-
vor (3) Varimax 
Race 5: (2) River Ayre ((7) Effortless (11) Rebel’s Idol (4) 
Claremorris 
Race 6: (3) Queen Of War (5) Rebel Renegade (4) 
Singaswewin (10) Bling Ball 
Race 7: (1) Noble Secret (3) Orpheus (2) Purple Diamond 
(6) Gift For The Gap 
Race 8: (1) Fragrant Miss (2) Hafla (5) Shelley (6) Gold 
Shades 
Race 9: (1) Wildlife Safari (2) So Long Spring (8) Pacucho 
(11) Lock Him Up 

https://www.interbet.co.za/Login.aspx?Register=true
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JENNY Mcgee (Marco van Rensburg), a winner for Johan 
van Eck at the Vaal. 

Johan Van Eck:  
“Give the man a horse, but a 

brandy will do, too!” 

THERE will be readers of Turf Talk who are not  
familiar with veteran trainer Johan Van Eck, whose 
runner Jenny McGee won Race 9 over 1600m at the 
Vaal On Thursday. 
 
We’ll give you a brief. Van Eck was a National log-leading 
contender in the 1980s when he had over 100 horses in 
training at the old Newmarket with runners like Treble 
Chord, Wisconsin, Great Gusto, Classical Charm, Jabber 
and Flower Judge winning multiple handicaps. 
 
Van Eck’s stable jockey was Paul Whitmore, who now  
resides in Australia. Together they landed betting coup 
after betting coup in the days when big money traded 
hands. When the cash was down on a Van Eck runner, it 
arrived. Period. Many were “lined up”, backed from the 30s 
and 20s into favourites. They truly ruled the roost. 
 
Van Eck counted all the big-name owners of the time in his 
yard, starting with “TP” Smith, also including the  
notoriously difficult JP “Zwei” Herholdt, Andre MacDonald 
and Henry Devine. 
 
One day, in the early 90s, Van Eck cried enough. He 
phoned his owners and told them to fetch their horses. He 
kept a dozen for himself, a tally that dwindled to 8 and 6 
and even a low of 4. He never grew his yard again and 
today, aged 69, has 10 runners stabled at the Vaal. He’s 
happy as Larry.  
 
Friends, owners and punters have pleaded with the  
horseman to get more owners and horses back in the yard 
to recall his golden days, but he’s refused. He’s Johan van 
Eck, that’s the way he is, and always will be. 
 
Van Eck’s become a recluse, he’s camera-shy and doesn’t 
even lead in his occasional winners, but he’s the same 
brash, straight-talking ‘Dutchman’ of days gone by. If one 
gets him to talk, that is. And he remains revered and loved 
by his colleagues for his horsemanship and dry humour. 

Van Eck spoke to Turf Talk on Friday and said: “There was 
a day when I’d had enough of nagging, complaining,  
self-important owners. They drove me mad, I couldn’t take 
it any longer. I told them to collect their horses and within 
days near 80 horses left my yard. I was relieved and hap-
py, I wanted to play more golf and drink more brandy. I 

am still happy doing that!” 
 
Van Eck is a big, burly man (when last we 
saw him anyway!), but in his heyday he 
played provincial rugby for Griquas in the 
position of flyhalf and he recalls: “In my first 
provincial match I weighed 160 pounds 
(about 70kg), but look at me today, this is 
what brandy does to you!” 
 
Several years ago he suffered a terrible 
health scare, ended up in hospital and had to 
rely on Louis Goosen’s skills to round up 
trainers and friends for donations to keep 
him out of intensive care. “Yup, that was 
brandy,” Van Eck jokes. “Brandy can scare 
you sometimes.” 
 
He’s healthy now, however, undoubtedly 
still has a naughty twinkle in his eye and 
is enjoying his small string and a small 
group of owners. “I’ll take in another 
horse or two, but only from experienced  
owners who leave me to do my job. The 
last thing I need is a nagging bloody 
owner that talks ‘kak’ and upsets you. No 
thanks!” 
 
Van Eck’s friend Louis van Wyk owns Jenny 
McGee, who overcame the widest of draws to 
win and he says: “The field was weak, Jenny 
McGee has been a slow developer. She found 
the right field.” 
 
Van Eck says he has a few decent ones yet 
to race, but sees no reason in going into 
names, pedigrees and the like. He says: “You 
know, I always tell the young trainers, don’t 
talk about your horses before they’ve raced. 
When their careers are done, when they’ve 
won many races and they achieved good  
results on the track you can speak about 
them. Let them do that first!” 
 
We love Johan van Eck, and we hope he gets 
a really good one passing through his yard 
again. He’d be happy if one does, happy if it 
doesn’t happen, but we’re hoping! - tt. 

ON THE TURF TALK WEBSITE 
 

BSA’S BIG YEAR 
 

SUMMER CUP SPONSOR 
 

INDUSTRY IS RIPE FOR CHANGE 
 

BENNY LITTLE BOX-AND-DINE 
 

WHAT’S IN A WHISPER? 

REMINDER! 
ENTRIES FOR CTS 2018 READY-TO-

RUN SALE AND CTS 2019 CAPE  
PREMIER YEARLING SALE CLOSE ON  

MONDAY, 27 AUGUST 

http://www.turftalk.co.za/bsa-are-enjoying-a-big-year/
http://www.turftalk.co.za/amins-g-bets-to-sponsor-summer-cup/
http://www.turftalk.co.za/koster-our-industry-is-ripe-for-change/
http://www.turftalk.co.za/box-and-dine-for-benny-little/
http://www.turftalk.co.za/box-and-dine-for-benny-little/
http://www.turftalk.co.za/monty-vs-malan-whats-in-a-whisper/
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Johnston is Britain’s  
winning most trainer 

MARK Johnston celebrates with Frankie Dettori. 

MARK Johnston famously proclaims he is always trying and 
he succeeded spectacularly when Poet's Society won 
at York on Thursday. 
 
It was the 4,194th victory of his career in Britain, taking 
him past the mark set by Richard Hannon snr and making 
him the most prolific trainer in British racing history.  
 
It proved a typical Johnston winner, with Frankie Detto-
ri making all on the 20-1 shot to see off his 19 rivals in 
brave fashion in the Clipper Logistics Handicap over a mile. 
Johnston said: "It's a relief to get it out of the way and on 
to the next one. I've been wishing we could switch it all off 
and pretend it never happened. 
 
"People keep saying, what does it mean? I don't think any-
one has tried to belittle it, but sometimes I think, how im-

portant is it? At the same time I do have to 
pinch myself and ask how I could get to 
4,194 from where we started. It's  
unimaginable. 

Dettori said: "When Mark got the saddle I 
asked him if he had broken the record yet? 
'No,' he said. 'I'm waiting on you!' 

"It's great, as he has shown amazing con-
sistency over so many years. I have been 
riding for him since the early days of Mister 
Baileys. I'm delighted as perhaps I might now 
be on a picture in the Johnstons' downstairs 
loo forever!" 

Johnston had expressed surprise at media 
interest in the build-up to his record, but it is 
a measure of his achievement that half a 
dozen camera crews, mainly from non-
specialist TV channels, turned up at to an 
anticipatory media morning at his Kingsley 
House stables in Middleham last week. 

He has closer to three and a half hundred in 
his charge at the Middleham base, which he 
moved to in 1988 – with 13 horses – and has 
transformed into the Rolls-Royce of training 
yards. 

The 270-acre estate features three grass  
gallops plus one on the all-weather, five  
lunging rings and an equine pool, and the 
numbers of winners has grown in line with 
the size and scope of their base. 

The ambition to train top-class Flat horses 
was there from the outset and it's the same 
now as when I started," he said. 

"One of the things about me is that I'm  
always looking at new ideas and always  
looking to change things. 

"If you don't try, you don't succeed. I'm  
always looking, always thinking about it." - 
Racing Post. 

http://www.morrisvee.co.za/
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Like father, like son 

YOUNG Ashton Lerena (4) already has his sights set on  
becoming a jockey like his dad, Gavin. Ashton is a regular 
couch rider, honing his basic skills to Tellytrack replays. 
Several other jockeys, including Gavin himself and Jeff 
Lloyd, grew up riding the family couch. “The whip is  
leaving marks on our couch, but what can I do, it’s in the 
DNA,” joked Gavin, who is riding work and getting  
stronger following his injury earlier this year. 

MANY doors have opened for SA’s young racing journey-
man Gareth Pepper since he decided to make a name for 
himself in greater Asia. The human version of the ‘Pillsbury 
Dough Boy’ is now in demand in Europe too, advertising 
breakfast at a Munich eatery, though he’s lost so much 
weight those food advert contracts must be in jeopardy. 

Pepper, pickled in Munich 

http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/
http://www.racingassoction.co.za/
http://www.kuda.co.za/
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