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FULL House Resorts are planning a “moving grandstand” to draw new blood to the sport of racing. 

Re-inventing the live racing experience 
HORSE racing has grasped the concept that it needs to get customers closer to the action in 
this day and age. Helmet cams, sulky cams, and drone footage have provided different  
perspectives for fans and punters to enjoy. Now a company looking to build a new ‘racino’ is 
looking to take things to another level. 

Full House Resorts unveiled some of the specifics 
behind its proposed ‘La Posada del Llano,’ a  
destination resort that will include a racetrack,  
casino, luxury hotel, 18-hole golf course, water 
park, and other amenities on the plains of eastern 
New Mexico. The development proposal was  
submitted in response to the New Mexico Racing  
Commission’s competitive process for the state’s 
sixth racing license. 
 
The proposed racetrack would feature  
Thoroughbred and Quarter Horse racing and a 
‘moving grandstand,’ a unique feature that would 
transform how fans experience live horse races, 
according to a release from Full House. 
 
Similar to a tram or streetcar, the moving grand-
stand would feature stadium seating for hundreds 
of guests and travel at the same speed as the  
racehorses, circling the track and offering specta-
tors a unique close-up view of the horses for the 
entirety of the race. 
 
In a typical race, spectators in the grandstand only 
see two brief moments of a race – its start and the 
closing seconds at the finish line,” noted Daniel R. 
Lee, the president and CEO of Full House Resorts. 
“Our moving grandstand changes that, allowing 
spectators to race side-by-side with the horses for 

every dramatic second of the race. 
 
“By reinventing the viewing experience, we intend 
to open horse racing to a new generation of fans.” 
 
In addition to the moving grandstand, the proposal 
also states that the track would feature a virtual 
reality bar where fans and punters would be able to 
experience the jockey’s point of view. Customers 
would also be able to view and bet on races from 
slot machine screens, and would also be able to 
wager on the races from their mobile devices. 
 
New Mexico is currently home to five other  
pari-mutuel horse racetracks. Officials with some of 
those facilities have voiced their displeasure with 
the idea of introducing another track into the mix. 
The officials have cited overlapping race dates and 
current challenges to fill fields as issues that would 
be amplified if another track is introduced. Lee has 
responded by saying that he believes competition is 
a good thing.— (standardbredcanada.ca) 

http://www.turftalk.co.za
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BSA Sales show double-digit growth 
BLOODSTOCK South Africa would like to take this opportunity of expressing their gratitude 
and appreciation to all loyal vendors and buyers for their wonderful support of the various 
yearling sales conducted during the course of the year. Although 2018 has been a difficult  
period for our economy, and even more so for our industry, Bloodstock South Africa’s sales 
have held up remarkably well. 

Sales Statistics 
 
The total aggregate for all BSA 2018 yearling sales 
grew by an impressive 20%. The standout sale as 
far as the aggregate increase is concerned, would 
have to be the Emperors Palace National Yearling 
Sales where a staggering 25% increase was 
achieved. The KZN Yearling Sale and the Emperors 
Palace National Two Year Old Sale also posted  
significant increases in their aggregates achieved, 
both posting double digit growth. As a result,  
Bloodstock South Africa grew their percentage of 
the market share by 38%.   The average price 
achieved over all yearling sales run by BSA  
improved by a healthy 20%. 
 
This year also marked the introduction of a new 
initiative at the Emperors Palace National Yearling 
Sale of a two-tiered sale. This proved to be an  
enormous success. Horses sold on session 1 had an  
increased minimum bid of R100 000 whilst session 2 
remained at R50 000. It is worth noting that only 
17% of the horses over the entire sale failed to 
reach the R100 000 minimum bid for session 1 (8% 
in session 1 and 9% in session 2). The results speak 
for themselves: average price achieved on session 1 
was R582 000 whilst session 2 achieved R188 000.  
 
It is interesting to note that at the Emperors Palace 
National Yearling Sale the number of horses sold 
between the R500 000 to R1 000 000 and R300 000 
to R500 000 grew by 42% and 34% respectively. 
 
When reviewing statistics the two statistics that are 
often overlooked are the sales median and  
clearance rate. Bloodstock South Africa is proud that 

the median price achieved increased at every sale 
held in 2018 and the clearance rate was a very 
pleasing 82%. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
International Buying Bench 
 
The most positive effect on the South African  
Thoroughbred Industry in 2018 has been the very  
active international market for both yearlings and 
proven race horses. International participation at 
the 2018 Emperors Palace National Yearling Sale 
was significant.  From purchasing 29 horses and 
spending what equated to 16% of the Bloodstock 
South Africa’s  turnover in 2017, international buy-
ing increased to 54 horses this year, and their  
participation saw the overseas spend equate to no 
less than 34% of BSA’s turnover at the 2018 sale. 
 
Bloodstock South Africa would like to wish breeders 
a successful foaling season and all owners and 
trainers a wonderful 2018/19 racing season. –tt 

GARY Grant, BSA. 
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BETTING BONUS 

NEW CLIENTS ONLY: Go to Interbet, register  and use col-
umn on website to indicate Turf Talk (How did you hear 
about us) — you will receive a 150% match on first  
deposits up to R1,000. 

Nursing the gambling habit 
 
THERE are a few trappy races at the Vaal today and we’ll go 
into the weekend smiling if 8-1 shot Emily Hobhouse can win 
Race 4 at the Vaal today. Conceivably better than her 61 rat-
ing, she improved with the addition of blinkers last time, looks 
to have scope and is bred to enjoy 2400. Value, in Red. 
 
Vaal selections: 
 
Race 1: (8) Flattley (7) Drop Kick (6) Aeronautical (1) Lime-
stone Mass 
Race 2: (2) Big Parade (3) Miyashi (1) Zeal and Zest (3) 
War Legend 
Race 3: (3) Lalia (2) Doreen Falls (4) Lana Turner (7) 
Pokemon Shuffle 
Race 4: (2) Emily Hobhouse (5) Glamorous Scandal (1) 
Sailor Girl (6) It’s Not Over 
Race 5: (6) Mambo Model (2) Emerald Bay (1) Parisienne 
Chick (5) Santa Vittoria 
Race 6: (9) Monarch Air (2) Elegancia (3) Mwelase (8) Ser-
endipity 
Race 7: (1) Winter’s Forge (4) Pearl Of Bahrain (2) Il Mon-
do (5) Rajasthani Queen 
Race 8: (11) Landela (7) Choir Singer (1) Ration My Passion 
(10) Cape Ash 

ANS injured, rested 
 
PLANS to send African Night Sky to Dubai 
for next year’s World Cup Carnival have 
been scuppered after the horse damaged 
a tendon. 
 
The Vodacom Durban July favourite was 
due to be put into quarantine in Cape 
Town and would then make his way to 
Dubai where he would join the Mike de 
Kock yard. 
 
When he arrived in Cape Town they dis-
covered the injury and it seems to have 
happened while the horse was in transit 
from Durban. 
 
Fred Crabbia’s horse is with Dean  
Kannemeyer in Cape Town while they  
decide on his future. 
 
“He will definitely be out of action for at 
least the whole summer,” said  
Kannemeyer. “He will be sent to the farm 
for the next few months to give him time 
to recuperate and then we’ll have to take 
it from there.” - TAB News. 

HIGHLIGHTS, TT WEBSITE 

G-BETS TO SPONSOR SUMMER CUP 
 
INDUSTRY IS RIPE FOR CHANGE 
 
BENNY LITTLE’S BOX-AND-DINE 
 
ANOTHER TREBLE FOR GARTH  
PULLER 

https://www.interbet.co.za/Login.aspx?Register=true
http://www.turftalk.co.za/amins-g-bets-to-sponsor-summer-cup/
http://www.turftalk.co.za/koster-our-industry-is-ripe-for-change/
http://www.turftalk.co.za/box-and-dine-for-benny-little/
http://www.turftalk.co.za/puller-saddles-another-treble/
http://www.turftalk.co.za/puller-saddles-another-treble/
http://www.turftalk.co.za/puller-saddles-another-treble/
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ROARING Lion (Oisin Murphy) Juddmonte International. 

Roaring Lion defeats 
Poet’s Word in Juddmonte 

AT the start of July Oisin Murphy was still looking for his first 
win in a British Group One. Less than two months later he 
has three to his name and the latest success, aboard Roaring 
Lion in the Juddmonte International Stakes at York on 
Wednesday, showed that in addition to his horsemanship, 
judgment and guile, Murphy has now developed the  
invaluable habit of being in the right place at precisely the 
right time. 
 
Poet’s Word, the King George winner at Ascot last month, 
was the 8-5 favourite for what promised to be one of the 
best races of the season with Roaring Lion, who broke Mur-
phy’s Group One duck in Britain in the Eclipse Stakes in July, 
next in at 3-1.  
 
Most the punters on the Knavesmire were on one of the pair 
and, while the bare form of Roaring Lion’s three-and-a-
quarter-length defeat of Poet’s Word looks  
comprehensive, the favourite’s backers will have headed 
home with a nagging feeling that on another day it might 
have been different. 
 
As the field turned for home behind Thunder Snow, the  
Dubai World Cup winner James Doyle on Poet’s Word was 

nicely positioned behind the leaders with all 
his options still open. But then Christophe 
Soumillon, on Thunder Snow, led the run-
ners all the way across to the stands’ rail 
and suddenly, unavoidably, Doyle found 
himself stuck behind runners. 
 
Doyle was briefly short of room three fur-
longs out and then had to sit and wait for 
running room before switching left to 
launch a challenge. Murphy, by contrast, 
had been left ideally placed by the move to 
the stands side and had already picked his 
moment to strike for home.  
 
Poet’s Word set off in pursuit but Roaring 
Lion stayed on strongly to the line as Thun-
dering Blue, a 50-1 outsider, came through 
to finish third. 
 
The favourite’s poor luck in running should 
not detract from yet another step forward 
by Roaring Lion, whose season opened 
with a bitterly disappointing defeat at odds-
on in the Craven Stakes.  
 
Masar, the winner that day, beat him again 
a few weeks later but this time it was by 
only two lengths – and in the Derby at Ep-
som. Roaring Lion’s two subsequent runs 
have both yielded Group One wins with the 
promise of more to come. 
 
“I had a difficult spring with him and he 
wasn’t enjoying it,” John Gosden, the win-
ner’s trainer, said, “but he’s been getting 
better and better and this wasn’t a fluke. 
He wasn’t really with me at the time of the 
Craven and the [2,000] Guineas [in May] 
but the Guineas put him right. 
 
“He’s a proper horse with a massive middle 
on him and he’s got stronger as the year’s 
gone on. He’s a much better horse than the 
one that ran [in the Eclipse] at Sandown 
and the curve is upward all the way.” - Full 
version in The Guardian. 

http://www.morrisvee.co.za/
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Soumi The Warrior 

THERE are such petty nags and complaints about our own 
recent Equus Awards, one wonders what the  
simple-minded would think about France-Galop’s  
championship awards banquet at which real horses were a 
part of the live show and champion jockey Christophe 
Soumillon did his version of a ‘Roman Warrior’ to celebrate 
his 300-plus winners in a season. Animal abuse probably, 
or exploitation of the horse? Self-serving, virtue-signalling 
dimwits will do anything to drive their agendas. 

THE THURSDAY TJUCKLE 

http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/
http://www.racingassoction.co.za/
http://www.kuda.co.za/
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http://www.laffertyracing.com/

