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   Tuesday 21 August 2018 www.turftalk.co.za  *  editor@turftalk.co.za 

CHAMPION Breeder John Koster of Klawervlei Stud: “Let’s work as a team!” (Wayne Marks). 

Koster calls for industry coherence  
EQUUS Champion Breeder John Koster of Klawervlei Stud has called for unity in the South  
African horse racing community.  

Koster, in his acceptance speech delivered at the 
Equus Banquet last week, started with a short  
tribute to his friend, Nick Columb, former Chairman 
of the Australian Thoroughbred Racehorse Owners  
Association (TROA) and until recently bloodstock 
consultant for the Honk Kong Jockey Club. 
 
He congratulated the Equus winners and nominees 
and shared his belief that the breeders’ log will be 
even more competitive in years to come. 
 
“This could be our last year as Champion Breeders. 
Jess and Mary (Slack) are surging up the log – and 
Mick Goss (of Summerhill) is always there.” 
 
Koster praised the majestic animal that serves us: 
“Horses are mighty, noble, beautiful and spiritual. 
William Shakespeare described their majesty as 
follows: ‘When I bestride him, I soar, I am a hawk. 
He trots the air, the earth sings when he touches it; 
the basest horn of his hoof is more musical than 
the pipes of Hermes…’ “ 
 
He added: “Accepting this honour makes me realise 
just how many hands are involved who each thor-

oughly deserve the recognition. 
 
“My team withstood the ultimate test with panache, 
pride and total professionalism. I will walk a 1000 
miles with you and then a 1000 more. We have a 
revised vision and path looking forward, but one 
thing we will never change, living each day as if 
someone left the gate open! Tracey, Caroline, 
Grant and the team at home, you guys and girls 
are beyond awesome.” 
 
With the industry in turmoil, Koster urged everyone 
to conduct themselves by the highest examples. 
 
He said: “We have so many examples to live by to 
improve our situation. Madiba said, “A child is born 
to love, it takes a community to raise a child. A 
community shows humility, kindness, and empathy 
to one another. Reconciliation is the only path to 
happiness. 
 
“Horses are great examples of how to live life. They 
are willing to give their all to win a Maiden or a 
Grade 1 race, similarly we need to go the extra mile 
for each other. Let us have the (to page 3) 
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JOHN KOSTER (fm p1) 
 
courage, like a horse, to change things 
for the better. 
 
“Let us be gregarious, like a horse, who is 
a herd animal, like we are in our  
communities. Let’s build our own working 
community from Chairman to groom, one 
is as important as the other. With trust 
and belief, we need to do good things for 
each other. Ours is an industry of many 
beautiful people, people with beauty and 
spirit. 
 
“Antonius Pius, the great Roman  
Emperor, enjoyed 23 years of peaceful 
rule. He would never put anything aside 
without first looking closely into it and  
understanding it clearly. He would  
tolerate those who unfairly blamed him  
without returning the blame to them and 
was never rushed in anything that he did. 
 
“Also, Pius would not listen to malicious 
gossip. He was slow to criticise, immune 
to rumour, devoid of pretence, constant 
and fair in his friendships, tolerant of 
frank opposition to his own views and 
delighted to be shown a better way. He 
was God fearing, but not superstitious. 
 
“Our industry is ripe for change. Within 
the industry we have brilliant minds,  
passionate beings, brave and courageous 
people, intense horse lovers.   
 
“If we package these people together, 
work as a team and have the combined 
attitude of Madiba, Antonius Pius and the 
Horse, we will build a better  
thoroughbred community for all.” - tt. 

BETTING BONUS 
NEW CLIENTS ONLY: Go to Interbet, register  and use column 
on website to indicate Turf Talk (How did you hear about us) 
— you will receive a 150% match on first deposits up to 
R1,000. 

Stop Press: We’re tipping favourites! 
 
… and the only value we could find today lies with La  
Bastide (10-1) in Race 5. Useful at best, whether she is at 
best remains to be seen, but include her in your play. 
 
Vaal selections: 
 
Race 1: (7) Kelloholm Lad (8) Tudor Manor (14) Tycoon 
(13) Silver Spectrum 
Race 2: (4) Sally Called (1) Strawberry Pavlova (2) Nautic 
Spirit (5) Free And Easy 
Race 3: (1) Bullsade (10) Elusive Coral (9) Dream On (11) 
Someone’s Secret 
Race 4: (5) Operetta (2) Last Girl Standing (6) Esploratore 
(1) Swell Time 
Race 5: (1) La Bastide (8) Inyanga (5) Kirkconnel Lass (7) 
An Air Of Success 
Race 6: (9) Donny G (8) Pillaroftheearth (2) Brigtnumberten 
(1) Premium Show 
Race 7: (3) Sovereign Reign (1) Strategic Power (7) Colonel 
Bogey (5) Seventh Rule 
Race 8: (2) Norland (1) Sleepinseattle (7) Private Ruler (12) 
Crimson Magic 
Race 9: (13) Trump’s Triumph (1) Skimimac (7) Robusto 
(3) Red Invader 

https://www.interbet.co.za/Login.aspx?Register=true


4 

 

http://www.laffertyracing.com/


5 

 

NICK Gordon, former sports writer at The Citizen and former PR and Comms Manager of  
Racing. It’s A Rush, has won R5,000 in the Kuda Insurance ‘Capture The Moment’  
Competition. Nick snapped this photo of horses in the pull-up area after the Kuda Insurance 
Sprint on Sun Met Day in 2017. He resides in the UK these days, contemplating life, love and 
the British Pound and Kuda’s first prize will surely come in handy. Well done, Nick! 

FOALS sired by The United States are arriving, reports 
Moutonshoek Stud. CEO Colin Gordon said: “With a small 
first crop of less than 20 (curtailed due to injury) we al-
ready havce four arrivals that we know of! The United 
States is fit as a fiddle and ready to go for this breeding 
season.” The striking chestnut is a son of sire-of-sires 
Galileo from a Gr1 winning dam by Pivotal. Visit 
www.moutonshoek.co.za for more details. 

Glen Kotzen eyes  
Queen’s Plate, Met 

 
TRAINER Glen Kotzen expects Cape Derby 
winner Eyes Wide Open to prove his main 
hope for the L’Ormarins Queen’s Plate and the 
Sun Met. 
 
The four-year-old was the early favourite for 
the Durban July but was quickly ruled out and 
he did not reappear until taking sixth in a 
Listed handicap on July day. He then finished 
third in the WSB Champions Cup. 
 
Kotzen explained: “Although he pulled up 
sound after winning the Derby (beating July 
winner Do It Again by a length and three-
quarters) we saw signs of a chip when we x-
rayed his fetlock. If we hadn’t done anything 
about it that chip would have come away on 
his first gallop in Durban and he would have 
been out for the season. So we removed it 
and gave him time off. 
 
“He came back strong and we said then that if 
we could get him right for just one race that 
race would be the Champions Cup – and we 
were delighted with the way he ran. His  
targets now are the Queen’s Plate and the 
Met.—Michael Clower/Gold Circle. 

READERS’ LETTER 
DOES anyone know ….That picture of Jean 
Heming and Jeff Lloyd (TT News, 20 Aug) was 
taken the day Jeff won on a horse called Main 
Man… when he beat Model Man and Bush  
Telegraph. I think the Mainstay 1800 I was  
there, and Main Man was owned by my mate 
Jaap van de Vendel whom I think bought him 
for a million at the time.—George Joannou, 
Welkom. 

http://www.moutonshoek.co.za
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DRAYDEN Van Dyke, US jockey sensation. 

$26.20, the fifth on Tantara at $6.20, the ninth 
on Policy at $3.80 and the 10th on Ohio at $9.60. 
Van Dyke won the Del Mar Mile with Catapult, 
who paid $12.20. 
 
Espinoza set the record on Sept. 4, 2006,  
breaking a mark shared by Bill Shoemaker, Laffit  
Pincay Jr. and Rudy Rosales. 
 
Van Dyke’s big day moved him atop the jockeys' 
standings with 27 winners at the summer festival 
of racing. 

Van Dyke’s dream to become a jockey started 
during the summers spent at Churchill 
Downs with his father, the late Seth Van Dyke. 

As a boy, Van Dyke’s riding contraption was a 
wooden horse, a homemade Equisizer that he 
rode each morning before school on his patio. 
Beneath his jockey saddle on his cell phone,  
replays of real races played. He imitated his  
riding heroes and took videos to help him  
improve his position on a horse, correct flaws.  

As a teenager, he was taken under the wing and 
lived in the house of Hall Of Fame jockey Mike 
Smith and in 2014 won the Eclipse Award for 
most promising apprentice. 

Pointing out that Van Dyke has a demeanour  
reminiscent of “one of the greatest riders ever to 
come down the pike,” Mac McBride, director of 
media for the Del Mar Thoroughbred Club, said: 
“Bill Shoemaker never got real high when he won 
a race. He never got real low when he lost a 
race. He always stayed steady, and Drayden 
seems to have that capacity also. He can be a 
star. Drayden can be one of the very best riders 
in the country. No doubt about it!” 

If Van Dyke does fulfill his promise someday, he’ll 
be thinking about his father, the man who intro-
duced him to the sport. “He’s on my mind all the 
time ever since he’s been gone,” says Van Dyke. 
“I hope I can be half the person he was one day. 
A good man, a hard worker.” - ozy.com. 

Drayden Van Dyke is 
setting the trend 

JOCKEY Drayden Van Dyke won a record-tying seven 
races at Del Mar in San Diego on Sunday, including the 
$200,000 Del Mar Mile. 
 
He tied Hall of Famer Victor Espinoza for most wins in 
a single day in the seaside track's history. Van Dyke's 
only loss in eight mounts Sunday came when he  
finished second in the sixth race. 
 
The 23-year-old rider from Louisville, Kentucky, won 
the second race on Neighborhood Bully at $12.80, the 
third on Quebec at $8, the fourth on Triple Shot at 

http://www.bsa.co.za/
http://www.morrisvee.co.za/
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MEET Neku Atawodi-Edun, a female polo player who is 
perhaps Nigeria's most famous polo export. She is a  
founder of Ride to Shine, which empowers African orphans 
through equestrian sports. Neku will be participating in the 
2018 Cell C Inanda Africa Cup this Sunday. Remember, if 
you’re going, Inanda is pronounced “Ihnaaahhnda” not 
“Innanda”. Organisers reserve the right to turn offenders 
away at the gate! 

A good Nigerian export 

It’s going to be a loo...ng season 

IT is evident, early in the new English Premier League 
Season, that it’s going to be a particularly long term for 
supporters of West Ham, including trainer Joey Ramsden 
and daughter Ruby. But Joey will confirm that being an 
English Football supporter is a thick-and-thin thing—you 
support your team until the bitter end. Supporters of  
Manchester United are in  the same boat.  Extra snacks 
and beer needed to relieve those frustrating moments! 

http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/
http://www.racingassoction.co.za/
http://www.kuda.co.za/

