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   Monday 20 August 2018 www.turftalk.co.za  *  editor@turftalk.co.za 

          Mondays with DAVID ALLAN 

WINX wins the Winx! 

Fillies competing internationally—or not 
WINX (AUS) won her 26th race on Saturday at Randwick amidst scenes of great emotion. 
Owners and her trainer choked back tears (or in some cases didn’t choke them back) brought 
on as much by the fact of winning a new Grade 1 race named The Winx Stakes as by the  
remarkable proof that at 7 she keeps rolling along. And maybe getting even better. 

Winx, like Black Caviar but at an extraordinary  
variety of distances, has captured public imagination 
in Australia in a way that transcends the sport of 
horse racing. In some respects, racing there is in 
very good shape with a significant percentage of the 
adult population having an interest in a racehorse, 
and in others, there are high profile cases of  
impropriety that shake confidence in what is being 
achieved on the track in one or two locations. 
 
None of the latter touches Winx and her  
connections, who in the broadest sense, number 
tens of thousands of people who will go to the track 
to see her or switch on the TV which they would 
only otherwise do for the Melbourne Cup. 
 
The mare, as she now is and has been for a couple 
of years, is at the very least a domestic phenome-

non in a sports-keen nation that has, after all,  
taken a knock or two of late with cricketers of god-
like status falling and/or being historically  
scrutinised like never before.  
 
When the Australian press and TV refer to Winx as 
“the best racehorse in the world” the whole concept 
of international comparison is raised, and this mind 
here (of course) wanders to the topic raised in this 
column very recently: South African fillies going one 
better than Irridescence and National Colour in UK. 
 
Winx may or may not be better than Europe’s best. 
Topping the very specific Longines Rankings is one 
thing. Imagining competition between the best is 
another. 
 
In these days of global ratings, she has (to p2) 
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ENABLE (Frankie Dettori) winning at York. 

DAVID ALLAN (cont..) 
 
run to 130 and 129 when 5 and 6 years of age. 
More often, in the 117-122 area probably because 
that is what was necessary to beat the fields she is 
up against. The fact that she keeps doing it at 7 (so 
far) so many times is incredible and of undoubted 
superstar achievement, reconfirmed time and again 
over a variety of distances. A Wondermare indeed. 
Coming back to 7 furlongs on Saturday was a  
significant question, yet she ran the widest of wide 
round the bend in that extended sprint and blitzed 
the field. 
 
Last year in UK, Enable had a highest race rating of 
129 (at 3). Comparisons with Winx were made, but 
distances were not an exact match at their optima 
and the topic fizzled out. Winx did not travel to UK. 
Enable has not reappeared yet at 4. 
 
Yesterday, a smart-alec tweeter responded on  
Sunday to a tweet about “the best racehorse in the 
world” by saying that he had not realised that Alpha 
Centauri had gone to Australia. OK fine, but that 
situation is not conclusive either. If Alpha Centauri 
could be on her way to being another Goldikova (14 
European and Breeders Cup Group 1s), who knows 
if she could continue doing it every year until 7. We 
almost certainly never shall know because every 
other such filly would stop and go to stud earlier. 
Winx, let us not forget, has won enormous sums of 
money along the way. 
 
Alpha Centauri has run to 129 (at 3, with surely 
much improvement to come if not interrupted).  
Poet’s Word, closer to Winx as a 5 year old (entire 
horse), has run twice consecutively to Racing Post 
128 looking magnificent especially in the magnificent 
finish to the King George on 28th July. 
 
Irridescence ran to a Racing Post race rating of 116 
(11 years ago now) in finishing 2nd in the Group 1 

Falmouth Stakes (won this year by Alpha Centauri) 
before finishing 2nd in the Beverley D (another 
“proper” Group 1) also with the same rating. 
 
Smart Call’s Met win was given a Racing Post race 
rating of 114. Then off she went to Newmarket, the 
long way round – and that, probably, is the whole 
point both negative for Smart Call and positive in 
the prospect of travelling quickly in the (near?)  
future. 
 
Everything about Smart Call’s campaign struck me 
as a sporting and (I am guessing) emotional effort. 
Between the Met and diving into a Group 2 at York, 
no small contest, she was off the track for 474 days 
comprised of “the long way round” plus having a 
mystery issue which eventually went away. I saw 
her during an excellent visit to Abington Place which 
is clearly South African soil now because we had a 
braai. In December frosts. 

SMART Call wins the J&B Met. 

Smart Call ran some excellent races in defeat in 
2017, looking to be worth a Group 2 or Group 3 win 
if having the right chance.  
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James Doyle holds the King George Trophy after bringing Poet's 
Word home in one of the great finishes. 

DAVID ALLAN (cont...) 
 
It came right for her in a Group 3 recently when I am sure she must 
have got some hearty slaps on the neck for getting that Stakes win. 
Whether she would have improved from the Met if not travelling “the 
long way round” or without the mystery ailment, who knows but it 
was a valiant effort, all the more exposed for being the only one. 
 
A very experienced SA horseman said to me yesterday that our (SA) 
winners will not be good enough in Europe because we don’t have 
good enough stallions. There is some weight in that view because we 
can’t afford in rand to bring in top top sires, while the form of  
domestic Grade 1 winners, he said, was questionable. But I take the 
view that Captain Al would surely have been a very good speed sire 
overseas. To name one. 
 
I would refer here to this column’s point last week https://
bit.ly/2N01OpV about expanding our gene pool through well bred filly 
imports by top sires, given the overriding importance of the female 
line. If bred in South Africa from an entirely European family, the 
result will be “(SAF)” and the flag would be flown. 

Smart Call’s sire could surely sire at 
the very top being by Kingmambo 
out of Bank’s Hill – the issue is in 
the mating, the resultant individual 
and a long list of circumstances. 
 
I stick to my guns. If “exports” 
comes right, more SA fillies will try 
in UK and one of them will do the 
business – which includes Group 2 
& 3. The Holy Grail is an aim but 
not an exhausting essential effort. 
Or, like Winx, they can stay at 
home and clean up.  - tt. 

BETTING BONUS OFFER 

NEW CLIENTS ONLY: Go to Inter-
bet, register  and use column on 
website to indicate Turf Talk (How 
did you hear about us) — you will 
receive a 150% match on first 
deposits up to R1,000. 

https://bit.ly/2N01OpV
https://bit.ly/2N01OpV
https://www.interbet.co.za/Login.aspx?Register=true
http://www.interbet.co.za/
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A Weekend with Winx The Wonderful! 
AUSTRALIA’s wonder mare Winx brought her supporters at Royal Randwick to their feet and 
racing fans around the world tuned in to see her win the Gr1 Winx Stakes on Saturday. Below, 
examples of the fanfare that surrounds the seven-year-old superstar. 

WINX on Flinder Street Station in  
Melbourne. 

CHAMPAGNE served at Royal Randwick. 

THE only two horses in history to win 
races named after them. 

WINX mural at Royal Randwick. 

A waiter working in The 
Brigantine Seafood Res-
taurant in Del Mar, San 
Diego, named his newly 
born baby girl, ‘Winx’! 

WINX Postage stamp 

CHRIS WALLER’S POST-RACE 
TRIBUTE 

https://twitter.com/SkyRacingAU/status/1030690765695897600
https://twitter.com/SkyRacingAU/status/1030690765695897600
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http://www.laffertyracing.com/
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http://www.bsa.co.za/
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Use of cobalt  
surfaces in UK 

 
 
IT would be naive to believe that the use of  
cobalt, the potentially performance-enhancing 
and prohibited substance at the heart of the high
-profile case involving the Bastiman family, is not 
more widespread in Britain, the British Racing 
Authority (BHA) has warned. 
 
Trainer Rebecca Bastiman escaped with a £5,000 
fine last Tuesday after being found not guilty of 
conspiring with her father and assistant Robin – 
who was banned for three years – to administer 
an illegal race day injection containing cobalt to 
John Caesar at Wolverhampton on April 8, 2016. 
 
The panel could not be sure she allowed her  
father to administer an injection of Hemo 15, a 
type of vitamin B12 supplement that contains 
cobalt, and found there was no direct evidence 
that she colluded with her father. 
 
There have been instances of cobalt use in other 
nations in Europe and Australia, but John Caesar 
– who runs in Beverley's concluding race on 
Thursday – was the first British-trained horse to 
test positively for it. 
 
Robin Mounsey, BHA head of media, said: “While 
this is the first British-trained horse to test  
positive for cobalt, it is a threat that we take very 
seriously. 
 
“It would be naive to think this is the only time 
the substance has or will be used in Britain, and 
this is why detecting and acting on cobalt has 
formed an increasing part of our anti-doping 
strategy and we will continue to be vigilant about 
it.” 

Cobalt was found to be present in John Caesar’s 
system at a level more than three times that of 
the threshold introduced by the BHA just six days 
before the Wolverhampton race. The move  
followed growing concerns around the racing 
world that cobalt was being used to enhance 
performance by reducing fatigue through the 
promotion of increased red blood cells.—RP 

REBECCA Bastiman. 

SUPPORTING BENNY LITTLE 

FORMER star jockey and five-times SA Amateur 
Boxing Champion Benny Little (84) is in ill health 
and suffering some financial difficulties. A White-
Collar Box-and-Dine Evening to Little’s benefit 
will be held at Turffontein on Friday 12 October, 
starting at 19:30. Tables of ten are available at 
R5,000 (or R500 per person), which will include 
a buffet meal. The event will be attended by  
former racing and boxing greats. Phone Manny  
Fernandez on 082.956.6888 for more info. 

@turftalk1 

http://www.twitter.com/turftalk1


8 

 

http://www.capethoroughbredsales.com/
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ARQANA’s top seller leaves the auction ring. 

Dubawi the buzz  
at Arqana 

LASTB year the Arqana August Yearling Sale 
was topped by a son of Dubawi out of a 
Group 1-winning mare, and history  
repeated itself in Deauville on Sunday as 
Ballylinch Stud's John O'Connor went to an 
auction-topping €1.4 million for a colt out of 
Just The Judge. 

A hush descended in the packed auditorium as the 
highly anticipated lot made his way into the ring, but 
by the time the bid board was showing a seven-figure 
sum matters had boiled down to a straight duel  
between O'Connor and David Redvers, racing manag-
er to Qatar Racing, who co-bred the yearling with the 
China Horse Club. 
 
The price continued to climb in €50,000 increments 
until O'Connor, standing on the steps below Redvers' 
position at the back of the auditorium, struck the  
decisive blow. 
 
"When you go to buy a horse like him you always 
know it'll be difficult but we were keen to have him," 
said O'Connor, who went on to explain the stud's  
affinity with this family was a major draw. 
 

"He's a lovely colt by an exceptional stallion in Dubawi 
and this is a family we know well," he said.  
 
"Just The Judge was a real champion and we actually 
bred and sold her dam [Faraday Light] so it's an  
original Ballylinch family going back to the 
McCalmonts' time, it's the family of Mesopotamia 
which is a great line. 
 
"Those outstanding race mares, if they have a foal by 
an international stallion there's always going to be 
plenty of people who'll want to buy them so  
sometimes you have to push the boat out.” -RPB. 

http://www.morrisvee.co.za/
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Monday… Carpe Diem! 

WORK rider Mary Ellett greeted the sunrise at  Keeneland, 
Kentucky, with praise for the sunrise, in a Tweet. Never 
easy on a Monday, but let’s say it anyway… “Seize The 
Day!” 

Champions of Yesteryear 

WHERE were you 30 years ago? With the 2017/18 South 
African Racing Champions having just been crowned at 
last week’s Equus Awards, we found this old treasure from 
the 1987/8 season and the equivalent of Justin Snaith and 
Lyle Hewitson, Lyle, of course not born at the time, Justin 
still a young boy. The Queen and King of the Castle were 
Jean Heming (Champion Trainer) and Jeff Lloyd 
(Champion Jockey).  Heming trained 94 winners from 503 
runners for a strike rate of  18.6% and stakes totalling 
R1,7-million. Lloyd rode 204 winners, a personal and SA 
record at the time, for a winning strike rate of  22%. His 
mounts earned R2,4-million. Horse of the Year was Pat 
Lunn’s Model Man; three-year-old colt went to Bert 
Abercombie’s Bush Telegraph. 

http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/
http://www.racingassoction.co.za/
http://www.salesring.co.za/
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