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   Wednesday 15 August 2018 www.turftalk.co.za  *  editor@turftalk.co.za 

CELEBRATIONS at the Equus Award by the industry achievers of 2017/18. 

Fine speeches and wine at a  
glittering Equus 2018 

THERE is a calm and dignified elegance about Gaynor Rupert and her acceptance speech at 
Tuesday night’s Equus Awards held at Emperors Palace was one of several highlights of the 
Banquet. 

Rupert is the new Champion Racehorse Owner of 
South Africa, courtesy of runners who raced under 
the banner of her Drakenstein Stud based in 
Franschoek, Western Cape. She claimed the trophy 
for the first time following a ten-year stranglehold 
on the title by Markus Jooste’s Mayfair Speculators. 
 
The Drakenstein Stud runners, who all compete in 
light blue and white silks, won 38 races and 
amassed just over R9-million in stakes.  
 
Rupert told about her dream of owning a stud farm: 
“Many years ago my husband (Johann Rupert) and I 
visited Summerhill Stud and Mick Goss gave us a 
filly called Final Call, who never won a race but 
started my interest. Today Summerhill still has a 
paddock named after her. 
 
“Drakenstein Stud is only 15 years old and we’ve 
had an amazing journey. In the beginning I read 
absolutely everything I could lay my hands on about 
breeding and managing a stud farm, including 
books recommended by Mick Goss.  

“We started with only 15 broodmares on a small 
section of L’Ormarins Farm kindly cut away from the 
wine section by Johann. Little did we know that 
we’d have over 100 broodmares in our paddocks 
today.” 
 
Rupert added: “About 95% of our winners were 
fillies and our star was Oh Susanna, who won the 
SunMet. I owe this title to her!” 
 
Rupert thanked her husband for his support in 
building Drakenstein and praised Stud Manager 
Ross Fuller for his meticulous attention to detail 
(“not easily surpassed”) and Racing Manager Kevin 
Sommerville (“for taking us to another level”). 
 
Champion breeder John Koster of Klawervlei Stud 
was emotional in his call for the industry to unite 
and work together for the greater good. He 
acknowledged and welcomed the challenges of 
Summerhill Stud, Drakenstein and some of the  
other new kids on the block and expressed his pride 
at retaining the title for Klawervlei.    (to page 3) 
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NEW CLIENTS ONLY: Go to Interbet, register  and use 
column on website to indicate Turf Talk (How did you 
hear about us) — you will receive a 150% match on 
first deposits up to R1,000. 

BETTING BONUS OFFER 

LOT 431: Silvano colt x Persnikitty. 

 
THE photo above is of Lot 431, Perspicuous, a 
strong, well-made Moutonshoek-bred filly by 
Silvano from Persnikitty x Black Minnaloushe. 
She’s Moutonshoek CEO Colin Gordon’s pick 
among the farm’s fillies and Gordon has stated 
he wants to find new homes for members of the 
stud’s 27-strong draft. This means Moutonshoek 
are selling, people, and they’re a stud that offers 
great value! You can win R10,000 towards a 
Moutonshoek purchase at the BSA National Two-
Year-old Sale by answering this question: In 
which Barn is Moutonshoek situated? Send 
your answers, with name and telephone  
numbers, to editor@turftalk.co.za. We’ll be con-
tacting the winner early on Thursday morning! 

MOUTONSHOEK MOOLA! 

EQUUS 2018 (fm p1) 
 
Klawervlei completed the season with 142 winners 
and R21,2-million in stake earnings, which was just 
over R1-million clear of Summerhill. With the loss of 
Captain Al, but a band of proper new stallions in the 
Klawervlei barns, it will be interesting to see how the 
Robertson Farm shapes in the next few seasons. 
 
Lyle Hewitson, the young riding phenomenon, is 
walking with a slight limp and a handy crutch while 
he recovers from a knee injury. Lyle’s speech was 
also well prepared and unusual. He used a cricketing 
analogy to illustrate how he (as a top-order  
batsman), had been helped through different stages 
of a difficult innings, by (trainers and family). 
 
Lyle received three awards – Champion Apprentice, 
Champion Jockey and an Achiever Award. The single 
negative moment at the entire function was that this 
extraordinary young man didn’t get a standing  
ovation. (Perhaps, halfway through the evening, we 
were all getting too sloshed on Avontuur Stud’s nice 
Cabernet to stand up, but we should’ve done better. 
Someone should’ve risen in ovation, the rest would’ve 
followed!) 
 
Justin Snaith, the youthful poster boy of South  
African racing and a great trainer at that, received 
the award for Champion Trainer following a  
phenomenal season featuring 162 winners, a host of 
Graded successes and near R27-million in gross 

gross stakes. 
 
“People don’t believe it, but (my brother) Johnno 
and I started with only 14 horses in 2002. We used 
to leave some of the empty stable doors open to  
impress prospective new owners who visited the 
yard!” 
 
Oh Susanna duly won the award for Horse Of The 
Year and the stalwart Legal Eagle grabbed his slice 
of proceedings, winning the awards for Champion 
Miler and Champion Older Male. “He’s back from 
his rest the farm and looking good,” said trainer 
Sean Tarry of his popular runner. 
 
Two other Achievement Awards were handed out: 
Anton Marcus was honoured for becoming the first 
South African jockey to ride 100 Gr1 winners, and 
Mike de Kock received his second award of this 
nature for equalling Terrance Millard’s long-
standing record of 117 Gr1 winners. 
 
The Equus Awards is an event traditionally  
criticised for various reasons, but nobody is paying 
us to remark that the 2018 banquet was slick,  
professional and most enjoyable. The  
entertainment from a Barnyard Theatre Group was 
energetic and sexy and capped a great evening. 
Well done to the Racing Association, in particular 
organisers Merle Parker and Penny Morsner. 
 
A full list of the awards is on our website. 

https://www.interbet.co.za/Login.aspx?Register=true
http://www.interbet.co.za/
mailto:editor@turftalk.co.za
http://www.turftalk.co.za/oh-susannas-clean-sweep-at-equus/
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Nicole Kullen, brave to the end. 

Paralympian succumbs to illness 
A beloved Australian paralympic equestrian who lost both her legs and 
kidneys when she was 16, has died at age 38 in Bathurst, Sydney. 
 
Nicole Kullen was just 16 when she was diagnosed with meningococcal 
meningitis and as a result, lost both her kidneys and had to have both 
her legs amputated. In August 1996, Kullen contracted the disease and 
spent six weeks on life support in an induced coma. After coming out of 
the coma she spent a further six months in hospital, recovering.  
 
Due to the disease, Kullen had limited arm movements, limited 
strength, no function in both hands and wrists, and had to have her 
legs amputated. Her internal organs continued to cause health  
implications, and four years later she lost all function in both kidneys.  
 
Despite this, the talented equestrian battled on and continued her  
passion of riding horses following her release from hospital. Kullen  
competed at the World Para-Dressage Championships in 2007 and the 
Beijing Paralympics in 2008. 
 
Some of her greatest achievements include winning silver and bronze 
at the 2007 World Para-Dressage Championships, and fourth place in 
freestyle at the 2008 Beijing Paralympics.—msn.com 

http://www.morrisvee.co.za/
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Jockeys and their time off 

IT’s a time of the year which there is some rare time off 
for top jockeys—if they want time off, of course, because 
their services are in demand 24/7/365. Christophe  
Soumillon enjoys riding out on his farm outside of  
Chantilly, dressed like a real cowboy (top). Below, SA’s ace  
heavyweight Bernard Fayd’Herbe travelled to the East with 
girlfriend Roxy Joubert. The photo was taken in Bangkok, 
their second last destination, after which the couple jetted 
to Hong Kong and Bernard caught up with South Africans 
Callan Murray and Grant van Niekerk, who are settling in 
before the new season starts in September. Bernie loves is 
hats—now that’s a nice new one, cuzzie! 

http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/
http://www.racingassoction.co.za/
http://www.salesring.co.za/
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