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   Friday 10 August 2018 www.turftalk.co.za  *  editor@turftalk.co.za 

HEAVILY backed Shadow Hunter (Mark Khan), landed the odds for Lezanne Forbes and patrons. 

Punters land a few good gambles 
SUPPORTERS of Garth Puller’s stable were counting their booty after the 5th August meeting 
staged at Scottsville. Not only did Tuulikki narrowly land a 10/1 into 6/1 strike by short-
heading Mela Stregata in Race 1, but two subsequent short priced favourites, Dyno Man and 
Mashari completed a 30/1 treble to put punters way ahead after the opening three races. The 
latter two were handled by a resurgent Anton Marcus who is riding with characteristic  
forcefulness after an injury break. 

On that same card, Shadow Hunter was the horse 
that shortened most dramatically last week before 
winning. Come-back jock, Mark Khan lifted this one 
over the line to land a massive plunge from 30/1 all 
the way down to 10’s. The winner is trained by 
Lezanne Forbes. 

Having previously extolled the virtues of focussing 
and wagering on better class horses, it’s under-
standable that Flamingo Park doesn’t often feature 
on our radar where infirm battlers take turns in 
beating each other. Some punters not given to such 
snobbery actually relish the challenge (to page 2) 
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PUNTERS LAND GAMBLES (fm p1) 
 
of handicapping on the red dirt of Kimberley,  
however.  
 
At a rare Saturday meeting there, KZN invader 
Tweed Valley was the most traded horse on the 
card, and duly saluted after coming in from 8/1 to 
9/2. The winner got the better of a tussle with  
favourite Timkat as the pair pulled way clear of  
toiling rivals. Tweed Valley was sent out by  
Kumuran Naidoo and ridden by Warren Kennedy. 
 
Another attempted strike failed in the Flamingo Mile, 
though. Consistent place-getter and winner at a 
lower- class level, Notacademicalatall could not cope 
with the step up in grade and clocked in third  
behind repeat victor, Dodgy Itie and Ahead of  
Traffic - this after being backed from 9/2 into 5/2. 
 
Multiples are a popular way of betting a little to win 
a lot. Just like the Scottsville example given earlier 
of the Puller stable treble, it can pay off handsomely 
when everything clicks on cue. Yet, parlay- type 
bets carry excruciating remorse potential when the 
last leg goes down. Such was the fate of Durbanville 
punters who combined favourites in the 2nd,3rd and 
4th races with The Silva Fox in Race 5. He shortened 
from 15/10 to deep in the red but could not resist 
the rails run of Parisian Gold, who snuck past near 
the line. 
 
“Speed on the rail” is the ideal running style in 
sprints at Durbanville, so blowing the start usually 
spells defeat. Backers of Ostinato (4’s into 2’s) were 
instantly doomed when their fancy sleep-walked out 
of the stalls losing three lengths. Conversely, origi-

nal favourite The Boston Rose, “won it out the gate” 
according to jockey Richard Fourie, using her  
natural speed to control the pace all the way. 
 
An attempted coup was thwarted at the same 
course when Wine Festival got snared on the wire 
by Omega Force at the 1st August meeting. The 
daughter of Stagelight looked impeccably primed in 
the preliminaries, then surged forward to take  
command of the race entering the final 100m only 
to succumb to Omega Force’s last gasp lunge.  
Punters who latched on to Wine Festival at 9/1 (she 
started 3/1 favourite) can chalk the loss up as a 
particularly tough beat given that her rider  
inadvertently dropped his rein. 
 
Hits that connected in the Cape included jockey  
Donovan Dillon doing well to get money horse  
Photocopy home after being backed from 9/2 down 
to 3’s, then in Race 6, Suite Francaise (most traded 
on the day @ Interbet) eked out a nip and tuck  
verdict over Royal Kiss. Retain a mental note of the 
horse that Photocopy defeated - Run to Denmark, 
closed ground sharply when making this debut and 
he looks one to be with next time for the canny  
Andre Nel stable. -  tt. 

@turftalk1 

http://www.twitter.com/turftalk1
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NEW CLIENTS ONLY: Go to Interbet, register  and use 
column on website to indicate Turf Talk (How did you 
hear about us) — you will receive a 150% match on 
first deposits up to R1,000. 

BETTING BONUS OFFER Will weather play along? 
 
AS we write this, there is a report on radio  
warning about heavy rain, hail and gale force 
winds in the Johannesburg area. The  
weatherman’s forecasts are generally worse than 
our selections have been recently so let’s hope 
he is wrong again and we can race at  
Turffontein (and elsewhere) tomorrow.  
Ice Eater (Race 3), close to Ganesh Talai and 
What A Captain recently, looks worth a bet in 
Race 3, having opened at 8-1. Value in Red. 
 
Turffontein Selections: 
 
Race 1: (6) Inexhaustible (1) Blessington (4) 
Excellent Al (5) Game Theory 
Race 2: (1) Cool Chardonnay (3) Walter 
Smoothie (2) Pagoda (6) Odd Rob 
Race 3: (2) Ice Eater (9) Sea Dance (1) 
Dewali (12) Coyote Girl 
Race 4: (6) In The Dance (1) Rock Sensation 
(8) Miss Pinkerton (10 Rock A Roll Dancer 
Race 5: (1) Africa Rising (3) Angel’s Power 
(4) Mardi Gras (5) Torre Del Oro 
Race 6: (1) Deerupt (4) Brave Zndaya (3) 
Choir Singer (2) Huddle 
Race 7: (2) Vartanium (3) Jagesa Jagesa (9) 
Indy Ice (10) Maroon Bells 
Race 8: (10) Satin Slipper (8) Noble Princess 
(1) Abelie (11) The Sash 
Race 9: (2) Stars and Bars (7) Fort Carol (8) 
Ming Tang (9) Roll Of Drums 

Columnist calls for 
banning of Ladies 
Days at races 

COLUMNIST Ita O’Kelly, writing in the 
Irish Independent, has launched a  
scathing attack on racing authorities for 
staging ‘Ladies Days’ at race meetings. 

O’Kelly, criticising Galway administrators and others, 
argues that “so-called” Ladies’ Days at the races are 
“sexist, outdated, patronising and a total anomaly in 
the 21st century.” 
 
Fuming, she adds: “Women account to more than a  
decorative detail at sporting fixtures these days. Each 
summer we are treated to the spectacle of  
over-dressed women with ridiculous hats parading 
around racecourses in honour of Ladies Day. Such 
demeaning nonsense.” 
 
O’Kelly want Ladies’ Days at races cancelled... “put to 
bed” and she writes: “It’s 2018 and we are not 
‘Laydeez’, thank you very much”. She believes that 
promotions highlighting women are “rooted in an era 
when women weren’t considered equals”. 

“If Croke Park pitched up with the idea of a Best-
Dressed Man competition, I wonder how well that 

would go down with the patrons?  Picture men 
dressed in suits too tight to walk in, and winkle-
picker brown shoes, topped off with a silly hair-
style, hoping to catch the judge’s eye?” 

O’Kelly reckons the Irish (Female) Hockey Team 
represents “fantastic, modern, can-do role models 
for the young women of today.” 

By comparison, women in satin shift dresses, high 
heels and flamboyant hats simply do not! 

“If women are to occupy a more mainstream role 
in (Irish) society , we must dispense with sexist 
tokenism like Ladies Day. It is high time the  
Racing Fraternity caught up with events outside 
the enclosure.” -from Irish Independent,  
comments welcome to editor@turftalk.co.za 

https://www.interbet.co.za/Login.aspx?Register=true
http://www.interbet.co.za/
mailto:editor@turftalk.co.za


5 

 



6 

 

http://www.capethoroughbredsales.com/


7 

 

One grey horse that got away... 

SOMEWHERE in a small town in the American Midwest, a grey horse galloped down the road 
and was stopped by the neighbourhood police officer, who appeared to be saying something 
on his approach… “Sir, get into your veee– heee – cal” maybe, or “Sir, do you know how fast 
you were going?” 

http://www.morrisvee.co.za/
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PHOTO ALBUM BY 
WAYNE MARKS 

THE Cape Racing & Breeding Awards were hosted by the Racing Association at the Vineyard 
Hotel in Newlands, Cape Town on Wednesday 
evening. For a full list of award winners, visit our 
website. 

http://www.turftalk.co.za/cape-racing-breeding-awards/
http://www.turftalk.co.za/cape-racing-breeding-awards/
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Hey, Dad, wait up, please…! 

DID you know that there is something called The American 
Paint Horse Association that registers quarter-horse type 
purebred paints.  A ‘paint’  is a horse with a black and 
white coat pattern, with some spotting, also known as 
‘Piebald’. 

Local boy seen at the races 

A young fox was spotted at the 1400m mark at  
Leopardstown Racecourse in Ireland on Wednesday  
morning. Interestingly, the racecourse is situated in  
Foxrock, Country Kildare. 

ONE day, when they retire, Doug Whyte and Karis Teetan 
may consider acting as mascots for the Haunted House at 
Hong Kong’s Ocean Park. Only a mother can love this pair 
of faces! 

http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/
http://www.racingassoction.co.za/
http://www.salesring.co.za/

