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   Wednesday 8 August 2018 www.turftalk.co.za  *  editor@turftalk.co.za 

COME The Day (Mphume Mjoka), in the winner’s enclosure at the Vaal with Billy Boy Ruiters (left) and 
trainer Chris Erasmus.  

One day, Chris Erasmus will find 
a top horse to train! 

THERE aren’t many trainers around today who can lay claim to having trained in the era of 
and alongside greats like Syd Laird, Jean Heming, “Cookie” Coetzee, Roy Unsworth and 
George Azzie, through the peak times of Ormond Ferraris and Terrance Millard and into the 
generation that includes David Ferraris, Mike de Kock, Geoff Woodruff and Tony Millard; more 
recently Sean Tarry and Justin Snaith. 

Ferraris (sr) aside, Turffontein-based Chris Erasmus 
may be the only Gauteng trainer who saddled  
winners in the time of those legends and is still  
actively at it today. Erasmus is a modest individual 
who doesn’t say much and has invariably had to 
make do with lower division runners, but he racked 
up two winners and two seconds at the Vaal  
yesterday and these winners are expected to have 
more success. 
 
Erasmus started his career over 40 years ago as an 
assistant to his father-in-law, MJ “Koos” van 
Jaarsveld and cut his teeth with top division sprint-
ers Morning Minstrel and Concordia. He took out his 
own licence in the mid 1980s and was Champion 
Trainer in Bloemfontein in 1989 and 1990, when a 

young Piere Strydom and Tojo O’Donoghue rode 
most of his runners. 
 
In the 1990s came horses like Telle Belle, a five-
time winning mare owned by Peter  Naidoo that 
produced 2005 Summer Cup winner Tyson, while 
the early 2000s brought eight-time winning sprinter 
Ice Lily and 12-time winner Marais Friend, who won 
one of the last races staged at the old Gosforth 
Park. 
 
Ice Lily, fast and game, was ridden mostly by Kevin 
Shea who, in a rare error of judgement, dropped his 
hands in a Newmarket night race and was nabbed 
on the line. Shea got a banning from the stewards 
and was so upset and felt so bad  (to page 2) 

http://www.turftalk.co.za


2 

 

CHRIS ERASMUS (fm p 1) 
 
for Erasmus that he gave the trainer the first prize 
in the race from his own pocket, in cash! 
 
Erasmus recalls that night at Newmarket and jokes: 
“I think Muzi Yeni should refund me for Norland 
yesterday. He dropped his stick and perhaps that 
cost me a third winner. Norland will win again 
soon.” 
 
He’s not angry about it, however – Chris never 
seems to get upset. He goes about his business 
quietly and carries on like a soldier through good 
times and bad. “I fight on,” says the man who 
through no fault of his own has trained more bad 
horses than good ones, but lives for the occasional 
bright spark that comes along. 
 
“The big owners with the big money go to the big 
stables and there aren’t many left to buy runners 
for the rest of us. But that’s the way it is and the 
way we stay in the game for the love of it. I  
haven’t had a truly top horse to train in all my  
career, but I do believe one is still coming,” says 
the man who doesn’t seem to have aged in his four 
decades in the game. 
 
Erasmus mentions and gives credit to Billy Boy 
Ruiters, his assistant of many years. “Billy Boy was 
around in the days when I was an assistant myself. 
He’s very good, he knows what he is doing and he 
is well qualified to train on his own, which will  
happen in time. He is the backbone of my stable.” 
 
Tuesday’s first winner was Nitro Charge, a five-year
-old who has only raced 14 times for two wins and 
Erasmus tells: “He’s a nice horse who will win 
again, the problem with him is that he speedy cuts 
himself, he invariably returns with potentially  
dangerous cuts and we have to nurse him back 
every time.” 

“He needs well-balanced riders to keep him from 
speedy cutting – Mphume Mjoka rides him well.” 
 
Nitro Charge is owned by Barry Marais (of Marais 
Friend fame), an architect of repute who is back as 
a racehorse owner after a long time on the sidelines 
and Erasmus explains: “When they closed Gosforth 
Park in 2002 Barry lost interest, but I am so pleased 
to have him back.” 
 
New owners in the stable include Jacques Hugo and 
Les Taylor, while another older patron Edwin 
Scheepers has made a welcome return too. 
 
“I’m hoping to buy a few horses for them at the 
upcoming sales,” says Erasmus, whose biggest  
patron is the Red Jack Trading Syndicate, owners of 
the Summerhill-bred MR68 Apprentice Handicap 
winner Come The Day (Mjoka).  
 
Erasmus comments: “I selected Come The Day at 
the CTS Ready To Run Sale and we paid R160,000 
for him, a big purchase price for my yard but a 
horse of quality I expect to win several more races. 
He’s two wins from seven starts, still a big baby who 
needs to furnish and one that could see out 2000m 
in time to come.” 
 
We have plenty of respect for Chris Erasmus  
because he is a racing personality who has served 
this sport for longer than some of our readers have 
been alive; and he’s an example of a horseman who 
truly loves what he’s doing despite often having to 
deal with chuck-outs and bad horses. 
 
Leading trainer Louis Goosen, who spent three 
years as an assistant to Erasmus before taking out 
his own licence, commented: “Chris is a humble 
man and an under-rated trainer. I sincerely hope a 
top horse finds him!” 
 
Echo that. -  tt. 

http://www.morrisvee.co.za/
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NEW CLIENTS ONLY: Go to Interbet, register  and use 
column on website to indicate Turf Talk (How did you 
hear about us) — you will receive a 150% match on 
first deposits up to R1,000. 

BETTING BONUS OFFER 

THE South African Jockey Academy is recruiting Apprentice Jockeys for its 2019 intake at a 
session to be held on 24 August. If you would like to become a jockey, and you live in and 
around Cape Town, please attend this Recruitment Assessment, where you will be assessed to 
determine if you meet the physical and fitness entrance requirements. The Academy is looking 
for potential apprentices who are between the ages of 15 to 20 years old, are between 150 - 
160cm tall and weigh between 38 - 47kgs. If you attend the assessment please wear clothing 
you can exercise in for the fitness assessment. Mail  marketing@theacademy.co.za  for info. 

Stayer to Dubai for Gold Cup 
 
SEAN Singleton and Neil Patrick Smith have been 
“living a dream” with their stalwart stayer Hermo-
so Mundo and are grabbing a once in a lifetime 
opportunity with both hands and sending the 
gelding to race in Dubai. The other part-owners 
of the six-year-old Ideal World gelding are NC 
Smith, GD Cahn, G Morris and W Volschenk. 
 
Current trainer Weiho Marwing will hand over the 
reins to Mike de Kock but the former will be on 
hand for consultation and will remain very much 
involved. 
 
Hermoso Mundo’s chief target will be the Group 2 
Dubai Gold Cup run over 3200m on turf at the 
World Cup meeting on March 30 next year at 
Meydan racecourse. The prize money for this 
race has been raised to $1.5 million for the 2019 
renewal. 
 
Hermoso Mundo made history in the 2016-2017 
season when landing the unofficial stayer’s triple 
crown, winning the Gold Bowl, the Gold Vase and 
the Gold Cup, and he was duly crowned Equus 
Champion Stayer. He was a gallant runner up 
nine days ago in the defence of his Gold Cup 
crown. “It was heart-breaking to come second 
after he had come from so far back,” reflected 
Singleton and Smith. “But It’s My Turn was a de-
serving winner. Based on that run we have decid-
ed to send him overseas.—TAB News. 

https://www.interbet.co.za/Login.aspx?Register=true
http://www.interbet.co.za/
mailto:marketing@theacademy.co.za
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THE late Bart Cummings at Princes Farm. 

Preserving racing’s  
history and tradition 

RACING NSW chief executive Peter V’landys has described 
the strategic purchase of historic Princes Farm as a “land 
bank” for the future prosperity of the NSW racing  
industry. 

And the famous thoroughbred property, which is nestled near the 
Nepean River at Castlereagh and boasts the Blue Mountains as a 
backdrop, is likely to be renamed after its former owner, the late 
Bart Cummings, trainer of a record 12 Melbourne Cup winners. 
 
V’landys, who had a close friendship with the legendary trainer, 
has confirmed Racing NSW has purchased Princes Farm with the 
view of using the property as an educational facility and  
quarantine centre. 
 
Although details of the sale remain confidential, it is understood 
the property’s purchase price was close to $15 million. 
 

“We believe buying Princes Farm is a 
land bank for the future, an invest-
ment to protect the NSW racing in-
dustry,’’ V’landys said. 
 
“Who is to say what this land could 
be worth in 20-30 years, particularly if 
there are changes to zoning laws in 
that area. There is nearly 140 acres 
on the property and it could be worth 
hundreds of millions of dollars in 
time. 
 
“The Board of Racing NSW will con-
sider changing the name of the prop-
erty to the Bart Cummings Farm, to 
further recognise the great man.” 
 
There are even suggestions the prop-
erty could one day be the site of a 
new racecourse and training facility 
for Sydney racing. 
 
Princes Farm has 137 acres of land, 
67 day yards, 1000m sand track,  
stables plus a number of residences 
on site. 
 
Russell Balding, Racing NSW chair-
man, said the purchase of Princes 
Farm will provide great benefit to the 
NSW Thoroughbred Racing Industry. 
 
“Naturally we sought to keep this his-
toric property in the industry’s  
ownership,’’ Balding said. “In  
particular it will be used as an  
educational facility for stewards. The 
property will also be used as the 
show piece for the Horse Rehabilita-
tion Program and for a Quarantine 
Station.”- dailytelehgraph.com.au. 
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18-year-old Dennis 'Dinky' Walker, weighing 30kg, had to 
be lifted up to unsaddle his 1957 Manchester November 
Handicap winner Chief Barker, trained by Ryan Price.  

He had a mountain to climb 

Mind you... so has he... 

JUMPS legend AP McCoy has aligned himself with the 
@GOAL_Global What on Earth? project, which strives to 
make a difference to the lives of those in the developing 
world. Now that is a truly monumental task. 

http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/
http://www.racingassoction.co.za/
http://www.salesring.co.za/

