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   Wednesday 1 August 2018 www.turftalk.co.za  *  editor@turftalk.co.za 

KISSABLE (Marco Van Rensburg) in the winner’s enclosure with trainer Paul Matchett (left), owner Fanie 
Bronkhorst and family. (Gold Circle). 

The Matchett Momentum has returned 
PAUL Matchett, like most former Zimbabweans of his generation, doesn’t know the meaning 
of “giving up”. The 54-year-old Randjesfontein handler has recently enjoyed a resurgence in 
fortunes via horses like Brave Mary, Royal Honour and Kissable and he’s yard is back to a 
competitive 50 inmates. 

Matchett has fought on through tough times,  
almost hitting bottom but bouncing back like good 
horsemen do. With Brave Mary exported to France 
after her Gr1 Allan Robertson Championship win, 
three-year-old Kissable took the momentum and 
she’s reeled off four wins this year, including a  
Pinnacle Plate and last Saturday’s Listed Umgeni 
Handicap over 1000m on the Polytrack at Greyville. 
 
Matchett commented: “Kissable’s win last Saturday 
has even more merit because she had to travel to 
Durban twice. She’s not the easiest filly to train, but 
she does travel particularly well and she loves the 
Polytrack. She gets away with her good pace in the 
short run-in.” 
 
Matchett, who bought both Brave Mary and Kissable  

in conjunction with Green Street Bloodstock, told: 
“Kissable comes from a family of  talented runners 
and I trained most of them. Her dam Kiss For Kate 
won three and was Gr1-placed, she could run like 
hell but she was unsound.  
 
“I trained her first foal Thrust, a speedy sort who 
won five races and also her second foal Spanish 
Kiss, who had ability too but her legs were bad. 
 
“Kissable was a neat and athletic type, with straight 
legs, the best of the family so far, and we were 
prepared to pay R200,000 for her but she went for 
R120,000 at the National Sale. She’s already won 
six times and earned R450,000.” 
 
Matchett said that Kissable had excuses (to p2) 

http://www.turftalk.co.za
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NEW CLIENTS ONLY: Go to Interbet, register  and use 
column on website to indicate Turf Talk (How did you 
hear about us) — you will receive a 150% match on 
first deposits up to R1,000. 

BETTING BONUS OFFER 

Along with our stallions Wings Of Desire , Great  
Britain (GB) and Moofeed  (AUS) , come see our 
cracking two-year-olds destined for National 

Two-Year-Old Sale this month.  Heversham 
Park Stallion Day , Sunday ,5 August.  See our 

website www.hevershampark.co.za for details.  

Stallion     
Day 
2018 

MATCHETT MOMENTUM (fm p1) 
 
for her few below-par runs.  “She won twice early, 
breaking the course record first time out over 800m 
at Turffontein. She ran okay in stronger company 
after that, but went off the boil. We gave her a 
break and she won again soon after a rest, with one 
poor run in March but she was harbouring a virus 
and you can draw a line through that.  
 
“Kissable is a filly with two speeds – a very fast top 
gear and a slow canter, there is nothing in between 
and that’s why jockeys battle to ride her, she gets 
away with them. But Marco van Rensburg gets on 
well with her.  
 
“I think she’s good enough to go for a Graded  
feature now, we have black type under the belt. 
Ultimately, we’d like to get her into the  
Computaform Sprint next year. You never know, 
with her pace nothing is impossible.” 
 
Kissable is owned by Fanie Bronkhorst, of whom 
Matchett says: “Fanie is young still, in his 30s, but 
he is steeped in racing. He worked as an assistant 
for the late Peter Miller and has since started racing 
the endurance circuit with Arabians. He owns a very 

successful construction business, he loves horses 
and racing and he’s an owner who can be valuable 
to SA racing for many years, we are grateful for his 
support.”  - tt. 

KISSABLE (Van Rensburg) outpaced her rivals in 
the Listed Umgeni Handicap. (Gold Circle). 

https://www.interbet.co.za/Login.aspx?Register=true
http://www.interbet.co.za/
http://wwww.hevershampark.co.za
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HIGHLIGHTS FROM 
TURF TALK WEBSITE 

www.turftalk.za 
 

2018 EQUUS AWARDS NOMINEES 
 

CHIMICHURI RUN IS HOT PROPERTY 
 

MDK: “WE WANT TO MAKE A STALLION OF 
SOQRAT” 

 
JEFF LLOYD WINS HIS 17TH TITLE 

@turftalk1 

The 2018 Racing Masters 
 

THE 2018 Racing Masters Golf Tournament,  
organised by Graeme Hawkins and Phil Georgio and 
held at the Wild Coast, drew to a close on Tuesday 

night with the annual festivities. Paul Lambert 
(above), provided comic relief (Ashley Parker and 
Lace Sherrell also on pic). Craig Arnold (top right), 

tried to swallow a golf ball and Sherrell sang 
“Kaptein” (bottom right). Racehorse owner Anthony 

Seur won the tournament with James Goodman, 
Deez Dayanand, Grant Knowles and Mike de Kock 

among the also-rans. (Pix: Wayne Marks). 

http://www.morrisvee.co.za/
http://www.turftalk.co.za
http://www.turftalk.co.za/equus-awards-nominees/
http://www.turftalk.co.za/chimichuri-run-is-a-hot-number/
http://www.turftalk.co.za/mdk-we-want-to-make-a-stallion-of-soqrat/
http://www.turftalk.co.za/mdk-we-want-to-make-a-stallion-of-soqrat/
http://www.turftalk.co.za/outgoing-lloyd-bags-17th-career-title/
http://www.twitter.com/turftalk1
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The amazing story of  
Wallace the Dressage Mule 

WALLACE gets his favourite snack. 

A mule last week won a dressage competition for the 
first time ever in the UK – on the debut occasion he was 
allowed to take part.  

Wallace The Great had been turned down from official events 
and was told he could not be a member of British Dressage, as 
he is half horse, half donkey. But owner Christie Mclean  
decided to fight for the mule’s right to be treated equally to a 
genuine horse or pony – which are a different species, with 
different chromosomes. 
 
Early in July, British Dressage conceded that mules would now 
be allowed to compete as a testament to ‘to inclusion and  
diversity in dressage, making the sport more accessible to all.’ 
For the first time ever in the UK, Wallace the Great competed 
in a British Dressage Quest Club competition, held at  
Summerhouse Equestrian, Gloucestershire – and beat eight full
-horse competitors.  

Christie said: “Wallace won first in the 
intro class, out of nine. We’ll be having 
a glass of bubbly this evening to cele-
brate the UK’s first mule in dressage. 
 
“‘He was competing against cobs,  
ponies and horses. There was a bit of 
everything and he blew them all out of 
the water. ‘It is giving him a second 
chance to be somebody – it is about 
perseverance. I wanted to do this and 
make him happy. I just want the best 
for him.” 
 
Wallace, aged 11, lives in Dursley, 
Gloucestershire, with two donkeys and 
another mule who was so badly abused 
it could not be ridden. He was found 
wandering around a village in Ireland 
and rescued by the Donkey Sanctuary, 
where he was fostered by Christie’s 
friend Lesley Radcliffe.  
 
But for the past six months, 
Wallace and Christie have been 
training together and the mule’s 
aptitude for dressage became 
clear. Christie says that as he 
measures 14 hands high, it is 
‘exactly the same’ as riding a 
horse. And Wallace proved he 
was more than equal in ability 
and intelligence when he scored 
67.4 per cent in the  
competition. 
 
Christie added: “It is like a mule version 
of Babe the pig – Babe wanted to be a 
sheep dog, and Wallace is the mule that 
wants to be a horse! He’s made history 
for mules, and British Dressage. It is a 
historic day which will never be repeat-
ed, it’s a landmark.” - metro.co.uk. 
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http://www.kuda.co.za/
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A portrait by the artist of 
a young horse 

“MAN conquered the world on horseback, my tribute is to 
paint horses,” says Irish artist extraordinaire Tony  
O’Connor, who created this amazing 40’’ x 40’’ piece for the 
Irish Horse Show in Dublin. See his wonderful work on 
www.whitetreestudio.ie 

WE’ve written a lot about and have been promoting racing 
syndicates in South Africa as a great option of attracting 
new owners. The “UptownCharlybrown” Syndicate owns 70 
horses and is one of the most active in the United States. 
“We offer the greatest 2 minutes in Sports”, reads their 
promotional banners. Nice! 

http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/
http://www.racingassoction.co.za/
http:/www.centroute.co.za
http://www.whitetreestudio.ie
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