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  Wednesday 4 July 2018 www.turftalk.co.za  *  editor@turftalk.co.za 

ABASHIRI is older, more experienced and ready for the Durban July! (Liesl King). 

Abashiri is in a “good space” for Durban July 

TRAINER Mike Azzie disagrees with jockey Piere Strydom that No 2 is not a good draw for 
Abashiri in Saturday’s R4.25-million Vodacom Durban July over 2200m at Greyville. 

Strydom has suggested the 2016 Triple Crown  
winner does not have much gate speed and could 
get squeezed out at the start as the field comes in 
jostling for positions. Azzie, however, believes his 
charge does have the necessary early speed to hold 
his position on the fence. 
 
“Piere rode him in his last race which was a Pinna-
cle Stakes over 1400m. The problem is that they 
loaded him first which is a disaster. He started  
kicking the back of the gates. 
 
“If they load him later and he is not left standing for 
ages he will jump on terms.” 
 
Azzie also pointed out that Greyville will be no  
problem for the five-year-old son of Go Deputy. 
 
“He made his debut at Greyville as a two-year-old 
over 1600m and won that easily. His second start 

was on the Grade 1 Premier’s Champion Stakes, 
again over 1600m, and he ran a 0.30-length third 
behind Rabada. He has no problem with the track.” 
 
He added that when Abashiri ran in the Durban July 
in 2016 he had to carry 59.5kg, the highest weight 
a three-year-old had ever been burdened with in 
that race. 
 
“Everybody knows I didn’t want to run him in that 
race because he had won the Triple Crown and had 
a hard season. Everything was against him and he 
was only beaten 4.70 lengths. He also pulled up 
with an injury. 
 
“Abashiri is now two years older and will carry 1kg 
less in the race. I’ve never had this horse so well 
and he is in a good space right now. You could say 
I’m a very happy man!” - Jack Milner/Racing  
Express. 

http://www.turftalk.co.za
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BETTING WORLD’s LATEST BETTING, 
VODACOM DURBAN JULY: 

 
Support coming for Matador Man, into 
16-1 from 22-1. Majestic Mambo  
drifting. 
 
22-10 (18-10) (16-10) (18-10) African 
Night Sky 
 
13-2 (6-1) (7-1) (6-1) (13-2) Do It Again 
  
9-1 17-2 (9-1) (16-1) White River, (10-1) 
(12-1) Made To Conquer 
 
10-1 (14-1) (17-1) Abashiri 
 
12-1 (10-1) (9-1) (15-2) Majestic Mambo, 
(11-1) (12-1) (14-1) Elusive Silva 
 
16-1 (25-1) 22-1 Matador Man 
 
18-1(20-1) Dark Moon Rising 
 
20-1  (16-1) (20-1) Tilbury Fort,  
 
25-1 (22-1) Yakeen  
28-1 and upwards others. 

TURF TALK WEBSITE HIGHLIGHTS 
 

SUMMERVELD GROOMS’ STRIKE 
 

SNAITH’S STRONG HAND 
 

JEFF LLOYD INTERVIEW 
 

ASSESSMENT PLATES 
 

DURBAN JULY 1986: 
BARTIE LEISHER AND OCCULT 

 
JEFF LLOYD PANEL DISCUSSION 

 

Erupt, by Dubawi, will stand at Maine Chance. 

Son of Dubawi to stand at 
Maine Chance 

 
Dual Gr.1 Winner ERUPT (IRE) will join the Maine 
Chance Farm stallion roster this season, to stand 
alongside premier stallions SILVANO and QUERARI. 
 
The only European Gr.1 winning son of one of the worlds 
best stallions DUBAWI, to stand in South Africa, ERUPT won 
the €600,000 Grand Prix de Paris (Gr.1) over 2400m at 
Longchamps, the breed shaping race first run in 1863 and 
won by many famous horses such as Nearco, Pharis, Vieux 
Manoir, Sicambre, Charlottesville and Peintre Celebre. The 
1993 running was won by none less than Fort Wood, who 
was to become the Champion Sire of South Africa. 

He was also a creditable 5th in the Prix de l’Arc de Triomphe 
Gr.1 won by Golden Horn, and finished only a length off dual 
Arc winning heroine Treve, who was in 4th spot. 
  
ERUPT was taken to Canada for the $760,000  Canadian 
International S. (Gr.1) over 2400m., another  famous race 
won by the likes of Secretariat, Dahlia, Youth and Singspiel.  
Again, he lived up to his name, erupting from behind  
runners to draw clear and defeat six other millionaires and 
Gr.1 winners, amongst his victims, the Breeders Cup Mile G1 
winner World Approval. 
  
Such victories placed ERUPT in the top 60 horses in the 
World on the International Classification and earned him a 
Timeform Rating of 121. 
  
ERUPT was bred by the Niarchos family, who have retained 
a large stake in ERUPT and keep a number of mares in 
South Africa.  Their breeding exploits since starting in 1952 
have become legendary, breeding 144 Gr.1 Winners, 
amongst them the great mare Miesque and chef de race 
stallions like Machiavellian and Kingmambo.  Their highly 
selective breeding policy has witnessed a constant stream of 
champions including the 2018 Royal Ascot Coronation S. 
G1 / Irish 1000 Guineas G1 heroine Alpha Centauri. 
 
It is ERUPT’s sterling pedigree that creates confidence that 
he can become the next great Classic stallion in South Africa 
especially as the flagbearers Silvano and Dynasty are now 22 
and 19 years old respectively. 
 
ERUPT’s Champion Sire DUBAWI (by Dubai Millenium) is the 
world’s best sire from the Mr Prospector line, and is de-

scribed by John Ferguson as “the Worlds 
greatest sire” pointing out that he was not 
only a Gr.1 winner at 2 and Classic winner 
at 3, but also that he produces SPEED and 
is able to sire progeny that have won Gr.1 
races from 1000m to 3200m, something 
that has eluded Galileo. 
 
Already sire of 146 Stakes Winners and 34 
individual Gr.1 Winners, sons of the Dubawi 
are now in high demand. There are six  
European Gr.1 Winning sons of Dubawi at 
stud in England, Ireland and France and 
their stud fees range from £6,000 
(R108,000) to £20,000 (R360,000). 
 
ERUPT’s first season stud fee has been set 
to the local South Africa market and looks 
amazing value at R50,000. 

The female line of ERUPT begins with the 
4th dam, the famous foundation (to p 5) 

http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.turftalk.co.za/summerveld-grooms-on-strike/
http://www.turftalk.co.za/snaith-stables-powerful-vdj-hand/
http://www.turftalk.co.za/jeff-lloyd-interview/
http://www.turftalk.co.za/assessment-plates-will-assist-handicappers/
http://www.turftalk.co.za/the-turf-talk-time-machine-31/
http://www.turftalk.co.za/the-turf-talk-time-machine-31/
http://www.turftalk.co.za/lloyd-will-be-on-sibaya-panel-discussion/
http://www.turftalk.co.za/lloyd-will-be-on-sibaya-panel-discussion/
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GIVINITSUM, KZN Yearling Sale Million contender. 

Birch Bros have potential feature 
runners in sales draft 

 
VETERAN  breeder Syd Birch and his son Colin are selective 
with their advertising and Syd was pleased to report  
yesterday that their first advert and article in the Turf Talk 
Newsletter drew a good response. We’re happy to serve at 
good rates, thanks Mr Birch for the compliment! He pointed 
out that Birch-bred Givinitsum, a good debut winner, is a run-
ner in Saturday’s KZN Yearling Sale Million over 1300m and 
that they have more of his quality at the KZN Yearling Sale 
that starts at Sibaya tomorrow. Jeff Lloyd has taken the ride 
on Givinitsum, whose form has been franked by the runner-
up, My Boi Caloi, a 6-length winner after that. -  tt. 

Frankie splits with 
Arab Sheikh  

FRANKIE Dettori has paid tribute to the 
role Al Shaqab Racing played in 
“rejuvenating” his career after announcing 
he will no longer be the owner’s retained 
rider in Britain. 

The 47-year-old initially took the job as 
main jockey for Al Shaqab in June 2013 
after splitting with long-term retained 
owner Godolphin the previous autumn. 

Dettori’s relationship with Al Shaqab, the 
racing operation run by Sheikh Joaan Al 
Thani, produced plenty of high-profile 
winners with Galileo Gold’s 2000 Guineas 
victory in 2016 a particular highlight. 

However, with the owner’s string now 
largely based in France, Dettori feels it 
best to end their formal association with 
John Gosden now supplying the bulk of 
his rides. 
 
Dettori said: “I’ve had a great few years 
with Sheikh Joaan, it was a fundamental 
part of rejuvenating my career after my 
Godolphin split. 

“I had a lot of Group One winners for him 
with Olympic Glory, Treve, then we had a 
Classic winner with Galileo Gold and Al 
Wukair last year. We’ve had tremendous 
success together.—Irish Field. 
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NEW CLIENTS ONLY: Go to Interbet, register  and use 
column on website to indicate Turf Talk (How did you 
hear about us) — you will receive a 150% match on 
first deposits up to R1,000. 

BETTING BONUS OFFER ERUPT (from p2) 
 
mare FANFRELUCHE (by Northern Dancer),  
Canadian Horse of the Year, winner of 11 races 
including 10 stakes wins and from her descend 
59 SW.  Most importantly, she established a 
sire producing family, with four Champion Sires 
amongst her descendants – namely Australian 
Champion Sires and sires of sires FLYING SPUR 
(99 SW) and ENCOSTA DE LAGO (82 SW),  HO-
LY ROMAN EMPEROR (71 SW so far) as well as 
the Argentine Champion Sire LODE (77 SW). 
 
The pedigree is backed by a succession of  
famous dam sires in champions all, Caerleon, 
Spectacular Bid, Sir Ivor and Northern Dancer.  
  
The hallmark traits of this family are toughness, 
durability, consistent genetic production of high 
quality, and remarkable fertility. 
 
Syndication is proceeding with all the top farms 
having taken shares, headed by Andreas Jacobs 
of Maine Chance.  
 
“It is fitting and thrilling that ERUPT will stand 
in South Africa and be available to all breeders 
at an affordable price” said syndicator Robin 
Bruss. “Erupt is a very beautiful quality horse 
and ticks all the boxes on racing ability, class, 
pedigree and in terms of conformation, he is 
ringer for his own sire Dubawi.” 
 
The horse leaves Europe on July 29 and will 
quarantine in Cape Town and be on the farm 
by the end of August. -  tt. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 
Mixed sale 26 July now at Durbanville 

Catalogue here. 

https://www.interbet.co.za/Login.aspx?Register=true
http://www.interbet.co.za/
http://www.centralroute.co.za
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http://www.capethoroughbredsales.com/


7 

 

DARK Moon Rising was able to put in some work despite the grooms’ strike at Summerveld on Wednesday. 
Sereno Moodley managed to sneak into the centre to ride the Vodacom July runner for Paul Lafferty. 

READERS’ NOTE: Mick Goss of Summerhill Stud writes: Just read your Tuesday Turf Talk, and was 
delighted to see a shot of my grandfather with St Pauls (1946). By way of info, he remains the smallest 
horse ever to win the July, having won a number of Pony and Galloway races on his way to stardom 
(these events were limited to horses under 15hh,) and he won it in record time, after being prepped by 
my grandfather personally on his farm “The Springs” in East Griqualand before being shipped by train to 
Durban for the event. My grandfather incidentally was not the trainer, he was the owner of St Pauls, the 
trainer being an old stalwart by the name of Douggie Talbot, and he was ridden by Harold Foster. In the 
event, he beat a couple of famous horses in Moscow, Lochiel and Red Gold. -  tt. 
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A journey to excellence... 

THE National Horseracing Authority (NHA) has launched a 
social media campaign to inform racing fanatics of what 
they have done, are doing and will be doing. “We  
remember where we have come from and how far we have 
come already,” read this morning’s tweet, with hashtags 
#Vision2020 #JourneyToExcellence #NHASouth 
Africa Communication #Accountability 
#Transparency.  Everyone has to start somewhere. We 
do encourage transparency and fairness.  

If you were a horse...? 

THIS photo was tweeted by @cutmaker on Twitter of 
L’Ormarins Farm and presumably Drakenstein Stud in the 
same region, taken by “Jane at Drakenstein”.  If you were 
a horse and you could choose where to live, chances are 
this will be fairly high on your list! 

http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/
http://www.racingassoction.co.za/
http://www.salesring.co.za/
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http://www.centralroute.co.za/

